Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THE LIFE 



OF 



ARTHUR TAPPAN. 



His daily life, far better understood 

In deeds than words, was simply doing good ; 

So calm, so constant was his rectitude 

That by his loss alone we know his worth, 

And feel how true a man has walked with us on earth. 

WHITnXB. 

He being dead yet speakefh. hsbbxwb xl 4. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The inquiry has often been made, since the death, of 
Mr. Arthiir Tappan, "When will a snitable memorial of 
I one BO widely known and so highly esteemed, be pub- 
j lished? The answer has been: A man's good name is 
[ \is best monument. Still the inquiry is reiterated, and 
[ an earnest desire expressed, from Torious sources, that 
I at least some sketch of the life of a man so eminently 
I Bsefiil, should be prepared, not only for surviving rela- 
I tives, and near friends, but for many who knew him 
[ only by reputation. Wo want, aay they, to know aome- 
[ thing of his parentage, his early life, his habits of bnai- 
[ nesa, the secret of his soccess, and the reasons of his 
a merchant, his experience as a philanthro- 
pist and a Christian. Vfe desire to know something of 
r man, hoW ha appeared in his family, iu his 
I place of business, in the walks and conflicts of hfe. 

9 natural that such requests should be made, and 

r it is reasonable that those who make them should be 

gratified. But it is necessary to bear in mind that he 

I was a man of a remarkably quiet spirit, unostentatious, 

i to pubUcity, and desiroiis of being felt rather 

I than seen. He had hut a common school education, 

A writer, or speaker, and kept no journal of his 

s, or actions. He was seldom seen except at hia 

I place of business, in his family, in his garden, iu the 

I ohnrch, or lecture-room, at committee meetings, and as 
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prceiiling officer of public meetings. In all these rela- 
tions he grtTO himself to the work is hand. He waa 
temorkable for seriousness, despatch, impatience at non- 
observance of rules, at prolixity, waste of time, or oppor- 
tunity. He consulted the rights and- convenieoce of 
others as well as his own, and rcfleeted that the Mas- 
ter whom he served, required fidehty, diligence, faith- 
fulness, accomplishment^- few words and abundant; 
deeds. 

It is proposed, with the materials at hand, to give 
a narration of the principal incidents in the life of Mr. 
Tappan, for his children and grandchildren, primarily, 
and with such minuteness as may be of special interest 
to them. And also to give a statement of bis connec- 
tion with the benevolent institutions of the times in 
which he lived, and in whose doings he participated ; 
togotlier with the views bo cherished on the subject of 
moral reform in its various depoi'tments. 

In doing this, it will be necessary to speak with 
plainness of men and measui'es, defending the right 
and condemning the wrong. The tnith of history 
ntqniros tbiit this should be done, although it is obHga- 
tory to "speak the tnith in love." That good men, as 
individuals and meiubei-s of benevolent societies, some- 
timos manifested opposition to the course he pursued, be 
did not deny. He lamented tbe inconsistency of such 
persons, but justly considered that it afforded no sanc- 
tion to what waa wrong, either in priDciple or conduct 
" To err is human." While be made all dne allowances 
for the frailties of others, be never forgot tbe duty he 
owed to his Maker and his fellow-men, in opposing os- 
eociitliuns when tliey acted ns if tliey overlooked sound 
principles, and in laboring with men of any class who 
appeared to keep them in -s-iew. Tbe cause of good 
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morals and uDcomipted Christiauitj, requiri'a thftt in 
delineating the character of an eminent tuid auctcssftU 
moral reformer, it efaonld be made tu appear thnt hia 
zeal was accompanied with knowledge, that he had good 
ground for bis opposition to prevailing delinquencies, 
that he did not spend his sfa'ength or his property for 

^naught. 

It was not however wholly as an opposer of wrong 
tiiat Mr, Tappan devoted hia energies aud money. He 
also advocated the right. He aimed to boild up good 
iiiBtitationa, while be strove against those that conduct- 
ed their affaii-s, as he beheved, to the injvirj of his fel- 
low-men, and the dishonor of CUi'ist. 

Had the narnttive been prepared solely for the rela- 
tives and near friends, a considerable portion of what is 

'Baid might with propriety have been omitted, but in a 
lortraitm-e of the man for other persons, bis views of 

rjeform constitute an important part of the dehneation. 
It has not been the object of the compiler to prepare a 
popular, so much as a faithful nan'ative. His desire 
has been to do good rather than to pleaae fastidious 
readers. Some of them will peruse a portion, while 
others, it may he, will read the whole. 

An old friend of my brother, an officer of one of the 
societies, whose conservative pohcy be felt boiind to cen- 
Bure, after a general examination of the nan'ative says : 
"I took up the memoir of Arthur Tappan, (name ever 

■ deal- to me,) and . . . . I um venj glad you have prepared 
It seems to me a truthful, bona Jidi; record ; and 
though perhaps in some parts it is too long and minnte, 
I caiinot doubt that it will circulate ividely and bo highly 
valued, and do great good .... I suspect that, just as 
the manuscript now stands, most of the readers will fail 
to see the kindness and true loveliness of his character 
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as you and I know it to have been ; but while I bint 
this, I would leave all fco your own judgment and dia- 
cretioa. .... 

" You certainly wish to say many things of Mx. 
Arthur Tappan (as you have said in the memoir) for 
which our Society would not be the appropriate pub- 
lisher, liany such things it would be appropriate and 
doubtless desirable that you should say Person- 
ally I am not displeased with any thing I saw in the 
manuscript, and I thought from your standpoint, you 
treated the subject certainly without intending to dis* 
please those called more conseryative." 

In copying for the press, the suggestion contained in 
the above has been borne in mind. Without any pra- 
tension to literary escellence, the compiler has aimed to 
make a trutliful sketch, with such inferences as natu- 
rally flowed fi-om the subject, in honor of a beloved 
brother with whom he was intimate from childhood ; in 
honor of the cause of philanthropy aud religion bo dear 
to his heart ; and in honor of Him who raised up, sus- 
tained, and blessed him. 

I commend the work to the considerate judgment o| 
all parties interested in the subject of it ; and especially 
do I implore upon it the Divine benediction, 

LEWIS TAPPAN. 

No. 218 Dbobaw-stbeet, 
Bbooklik, N. Y., May 22, 1870. 



SKETCH 



LIFE OF ARTHUR TAPPAN. 



Abthub Tappan was bom at Northampton, Mas- 
lachusetts, May 22, 1786. His father was Benjamin 
Saffan, and bis mother's maiden name was Saeah 



Benjamin Tappan carried on the business of a 

ipld and silversmith, in Northampton, for twenty 

), when he reUnquished it to engage in the dry- 

^ods business, first under the firm of Tappan & 

wle, and afterwards as Tappan & "Whitney. It 

s honorable to him, as it is a matter of just pride 

Kto his children, that while aU the country merchants 

I'm the place, at that period, sold spirituous hquors, 

I lie always refrained from selling suoh articles. 

The seventh child, who was also the fifth son, of 
■ Mr. and Mi's. Tappan, was Arthur, the subject of 
I'HiiB memoir. His chOdhood and eai'ty boyhood 
° For genealogical uotices see Appendix I. 



ARTHnE TAPPAN. 

were passed in a village distinguished for its many 
privileges and alao for its beautiful scenery. 

His father was a man of medium size, of uncom- 
monly fail- skin ; his head was early gi'ay, somewhat 
baldj with a long queue and powdered hair. He 
was a man of sound evangelical principles, attentive 
to religious duties, holding the clergy in much re- 
spect, never forgetting that he was the son of a 
minister. He loved good men, good preaching, and 
good books; aud was a constant attendant upon 
public worship. An amusing anecdote respecting 
this trait was told. One of his townsmen, on coming 
ffom the morning service, Sabbath noon, told hia 
wife that neighbor Tappan was dead! The good 
woman expressed gl'eat sui^prise and couceru, as she 
was an intimate friend of Mrs. Tappan. Seeing her 
distress her husband said, "I suppose he is dead, 
for he was not at church." The fact was, Mr. Tap- 
pan had returned fi'om a journey on Saturday night, 
much fatigued, and remained at home the next fore- 
noon. 

He was also scrupulous about attending the 
week-day sacramental lecture, and would lock the 
door of his store, if no member of his family was 
present to '"tend shop" in Lis absence. He enjoy- 
ed social intercourse with neighbors and friends, 
knew all the ministers and good people in the neigh- 
boring towns, and met them with eordiahty. He 
was also fond of telling and hearing good stories, 
but never used profane or indeHcate language ; and 
his hearty laugh evinced the pleasure he took in the 
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wit of others, as well as his own. He was not severe 
with his children, but required strict obedience, and 
did uot spare tlie rod when he deemed it necessary, 
and especially when complaints were made of their 
ill-conduct by their mother. He had great res]>ect 
for her judgment, and sometimes reminded his chil- 
dren of the gratitude they ought to feel for having 
BO good a mother. 

He was very fond of visiting, in a social way, in 
which respect he was different from his wife, who 
loved home, and the society of her husband and 
children. Still, she would put aside her knitting 
whenever there was an urgent request : " Come, 
come, wife, let us step over to neighbor so-and-so, 
and see how they are." 

It was the custom, in those days, more than it is 
now, among refined and cultivated men, to indulge 
in smoking and in the use of spirituous liquors. He 
Lever fell into these useless and pernicious habits, 
and neither brandy nor kindred diinks were over 
seen on his table. At one time he had for a guest 
a young minister from a neighboring town, who, in. 
the morning, took a flask of bitters fi'om his pocket, 
Baying, " Friend Tappan, if you will furnish mo with 
iflome water I will prepare a drink for us before 
(breakfast," The surprise and grief that he express- 
ed at this request produced such an impression upon 
ilhe young preacher, that, in after-hfe, he reminded 
llhe faithful reprover of the incident, and said; "I 
gave up that bad practice, immediately on hearing 
your kind and Christian expostulation," That cler- 
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gyman, during his life, had the training of more 
than fifty young ministers, including seven or 
eight foreign miasionaiies, on whom he faithfully 
inculcated strict temperance principles. "A word 
fitly spoken ia like apples of gold in pictui'es of 
silver." 

A granddaughter, who lived many years in the 
family, and contributed gi'catly to their comfort, 
says: "The time I spent with my beloved grand- 
parents was to me a rich privilege. I was ■with them 
when they died. They were both dead on the Sab- 
bath, and both were left in the house, with no guard 
but the blessed angels, while tlie family attended 
public worship. I should not have thought of leav- " 
ing grandfather in that way if he had not chosen to 
do the same when grandmother died. He remark- 
ed that if we ever needod the consolations of the 
! sanctuary it was in the time of aifliction. Grand- 
father loved the Bible, and I think it was his practice 
to read in it about two hours each day. After he 
' was eighty years of age he was requested to teach 
I a. Bible-class in the Sunday-school, and declined on 
account of deafness." 

While Arthur reverenced his father, he had the 

most affectionate regard for his mother, as did all 

. her children. In person she was small, with a fine 

I head of dark-brown hair, which in her youth nearly 

I reached to the gi'oimd, and which even in old age 

was unmixed with any gray locks. Her eyes were 

hazel, her complexion fair, her skin soft and un- 

wgnkled to the end of h^ dflijB. The jp 
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^HWhitefiflld in Boston, during tier enrly years, wag 
^" often the subject of conversation with her children. 
The discourses of that eminent man, together with 
some remarkable providences of God in sparing her 
life on several occasions when in imminent danger, 
xaade a strong impression on her feehngs, and re- 
mlted in her conTersion. Led by the Holy Spirit, 
as she often said, she united with the Old South 
church in Boston, when she was about twenty-one 
3 of age. She maintained a coodstent walk and 
conversation during her entire pilgrimage. 

Her seriousness was not of a gloomy cast. She 

as affectionate, sweet-tempered, and yet resolute 

and determined when such qualities were called for. 

Jt was her endeavor to gratify her children so far 

B wonld be for their good; but it was her especial 

esire to be faithful to their souls. She was indeed 

a living example of piety, her unconscious influence 

shedding Kght upon the whole household, whde . 

Toluable instruction was ever falling from her lips. 

As a remarkable evidence of her respect for public 

worship, and of her cheerful submission to the divine 

*ill even under the most afflicting circumstancea, it 

Biay be mentioned that on the Lord's day when her 

beloved daughter had been found dead in her bed 

that morning, she attended chui-ch, both Services. 

To one who afterwards expressed surprise at her 

doing this, she said : " I coiild never have done it, if 

I had not been so raised above self by the over- 

Irhelming sense of the happiness of my dear depart- 

t child. My first thought when I saw her dead 
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body was, 'Oh, what a beautiful mommg this ia to 
her,' and this went with me all day." 

Arthm^'a mother, though small in atatme, and 
quiet in disposition, evinced, when the occasion call- 
ed it forth, uncommon nerve and resolution. She 
was awakened one night by a noise in the sitting- 
room, and supposing some one had broken into the 
house for burglarious purposes, she arose and con- 
fronted the suppoaed housebreaker, when she found 
that he was only "a member of the family who had 
come home at a late hour. 

"When the British army, under the command of 
General Burgoyne, had entered the state of New 
York, menacing the whole country, and men were 
called from Massachusetts to repair to Saratoga to 
oppose him, her husband among the number, she 
was Been buckling on his knapsack and other accou- 
trements, and was heard to say, " Hurry off, my 
, husband ; I'm afraid you will bo too late." 

The child of such parents, it would be strange 
indeed if something of their firmness as well as 
genial and devout character had not been impressed 
upon their son, the subject of this naiTative. They 
watched over his childhood and youth with tender 
and prayerful soHcitude, and both Hved to see him, 
in mature life, an exemplary Christian, a successful 
merchant, a man well-known and gi-eatly respected 
OB a hberal benefactor to benevolent and religious 
objects. 

Arthur was small in size, of a rather delicate 
constitution, and serious minded. He was not averse 
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> playi bnt was of a more mdnstrioiis habit and 
Ifaoughtful disposition tliau most boys. From the 
age of five to fifteen he attended the school in the 
centre of the town, under the discipline-, if not in- 

IStruction, of perhaps a dozen schoohnasterSj who 
Irere hired by tho selectmen of tha town by the 
Quarter or year. The sons of farmers and other 
laboring men generally attended school during the 
■winter mouths, and the sons of professional men and 
tradesmen throughout the year. 

These schoolmasters were sometimes educated 

I, often Tery young and inexperienced, and gen- 

ly persons whose attainments did not go beyond 

Be most common branches of arithmetic, grammar, 

pd geography. They bad no blackboards, maps, 

' globes, or steel pens! And as the number of 

iholars was very large, and many quite unruly, the 

e of the master was occupied to a gi'eat extent, 

1 making pens, and feruling or birching the disor- 

erly. The large schoolroom was imperfectly warm- 

; compared with scLoolrooma at the present day, 

!is more like a prison than a schoolhouse. About 

3 a quarter the minister visited the school, and 

1 the boys say the catechism. 

Arthur was diligent and painstaking in study, 

^d WeU-behaved. He had the good fortune to es- 

e much chastisement, either at home, or in schooL 

tat of school, he dehghted in play, in nutting and 

yimniing. He also did his share of making hay, 

pies, working in the garden, driving tho 

3 to pasture, and such labors as were required 
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of the SODS of mecliaiiics nntl counh-y merchants if 
they owned, iis his father did, fifteen to twenty acres 
of land in a homestead, orchards, and pastures. : 

On more than one occasion his earthly career 
seemed to be near its termination. Once, when quite . 
an infant, owing to some carelessness, the press-bed- 
stead in the sitting-room in which lie had been laid 
to sleep, Tvas turned up by some one who did not 
know that a little child was in the bed. 8oon after i 
the mother or nurse came into the room, and ex- ! 
claimed, "Where is the baby?" The bedstead was ' 
let down, and the almost smothered child was carried 
out into the open air, where, under a good Provi- ' 
dence, the breeze revived him. 

At another time, when a small boy, he anij other 
lads in the neighborhood went to the " raising " of a 
new dweUing-house near by. According to the cus- 
tom of those days the owner of the fi-ame provided 
the town's people who assembled on the occasion, 
with pails of rum and water. At the conclusion the 
boys scraped up and swallowed the sugar and rum 
that remained in the pails. The consequence was, 
some of them became tipsy. Little Arthur was one 
of the tmfortunate ones, and on rcaehing home fell 
prostrate on the floor of the shed. His father, in 
quest of some wood for the next morning's fire, saw 
what appeared to him in the darkness of the even- 
ing to be a log, was arrested by the groan or mo- 
tion of his son, and was thus spared the horror of 
striking the axe into his head ! At another time, 
when Arthur was about ten years of age, he under- 
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K)k to skate from the ferry at Northampton to the 
wer ferry at Hadley, about, a mile on the Connec- 
!ut river, when, on nearing the shore, the ice gave 
ray, and he came near losing his life. 

His mother related to her cliildren, that during 
ter childliood and yonth she had several escapes 
lom death, once in falling ti-om a chamber window 
' & paved 3'ard, and she thought that if people 
■would record all the wondei-ful interpositions of 
Providence in preserving life, it would astonish 
^em, and lead them to exercise more gratitude to 



In view of such remarkable preservations she 
repeated to Arthur and her other childi'en, 
laong the many beautiful hymns she had treasured 
1 in her memory, one, from her favorite author, 
r. Watts, that reminded her of her own though^ 
jSBnaas when a child and youth, with admiring 
Wonder at the grac^ that had spared her life, and 
pardoned her sins, and given her so good hope, nay 
a certain assurance, of a blessed immortaUty. Her 
children never forgot the deep emotion, with which 
she would acknowledge her neglect of religion; and 
the impressiveness with which she would recite the 
1 aUuded to : 

"How sweat and awfal is the plat 

Witli Christ within the doora ; 

While everlaating love displays 

The choiceBt of liei storeEl 

"■While all otii hearts, and all ou. 

Join to admire the feaat, 

Each of as cries, with fJianMiil 

'Lord, yihy was I a gaestt 
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II 'Why was I made to henr thy voice, 
And enter while there 'b room, 
When tbouEuids make a wretched choice, 
Aad lathei Gtarye than come ? ' 



^^^^^^ ' ' 'T was the Bamo lote that spread the feast, 
^^^^^H That sweetly drew ns Id ; 

^^^^^^ Eke we had still refused to taste, 

^^^^^K And pemhcd in our sio. 

^^^^^H ' ' Pitj the imtioiia, O our God I 
^^^^^V Constrain the earth to come; 

^^^^f^ Send thy victoriona word abroad, 

I - And hring the strauRers home." 

' He remembered all his days tile hymns his moth- 

er taught him, and particularly the beautiful one 
written by Addison, which he learned at her knee : 
"When all thy msrciea, my God," etc. 
I He often repeated it. On his bed of death it 

I. was sweet to his memory, and most appropriately 
I was it incorporated into the funeral service. 

Sunday, in the last century, was a somewhat 

' tedious, if not gloomy day, especially to children. 

From Satui-day at sundown, to Sunday at sundown, 

' they were kept indoors, escept when they went to 

l| and from church. Tliey were forbidden to play, or 

make any noise, and had very few books to read, 

while the small number in the " bookcase" were ill 

adapted to the tasto and capacity of young persons. 

In religious families, and probably in moat-of the 

families, the children were required to remember and 

I- recite the tests, and commit to memory a hymn or 

two, and portions of the "Westminster Assembly's 

' Cateehism." This was the invariable Sabbath-day 

le^n. Forming a semi-circle arotmd,tbe am<^ 
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of their father, Arthur and the rest of the chiklren, 
■with " the girl," recited the hjmns and catechism. 

There was one practice in the family that re- 
leemed the Sabbath from its austerity, at least for 
I time. At the conclusion of the "catechising" a 
i applepie was the reward for study and good 
>ehavior, but the mother so managed as seldom to 
exclude any ehild from participating in the treat. 
"Which of the children will ever forget that oblong 
tin pan, with the luscious pie, particularly those 
who were fortunate enough to get the comer piece! 
This portion often fell to the faithful girl, Polly, 
whose diligent study, and retentive memory, usually 
agave her the post of honor among the catechu- 
mens. 

There was no Sunday-school at that time, and 

BBrenta had not acquired the art of making the 

iord's day pleasant and profitable to their children. 

I is probably even now, a problem difficult of solu- 

lon, how to keep the fourth commaudmeut — " E&- 

bember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy" — aright, 

with sufficient hcense for the exuberant spirits of 

the young. It may be that too many parents de- 

Tolve upon Sunday-school teachers the chief govern- 

lent and instniction of their children, instead of 

tolling them " in the house and by the way" them- 

a their companions when they are not in the 

inday-school. Our forefathers, we think, were 

ct, so as to make religion distaatefnl to the 

ing. It was probably so. But is there not danger 

) other side, in giving a loose rein, and not 
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IpoDsider Sunday evening part of tlie Sabbath, were 
astonislied at thia apparent irreverence of sacred 
time. "Wliile some of the boys wore trundling hoops, 
or shouting in the streets, others with their sisters 
had hilarious times in *he honse, while the mothers 
were engaged in sewing or knitting, and the fathers, 
too many of them, were at the public houses, dis- 
cussing the news or indulging themselves in smok- 
ing and diinking. 

The native place of Arthur Tappan was the shire 
town of a large county, now divided into three coun- 
ties, Hampshire, Hampden, and Franklin. There 
^^were semi-annual sessions of the court of common 
^Ebleas, and of the supreme court; and both the 
^^^vil and criminal courts were fuU of business. The 
^■five judges, who composed each court, would walk 
from their lodgings in platoon form, with cocked 
hats and powdered hair, preceded by the high 
sheriff, with his half-uniform, his sword and staff, 
while the bell was rung imtil the judges entered ilia 
courthouse. Meantime the lawyers would be flock- 
ing from all quarters carrying their briefs in green 
satchels, with their law-books under their arms. 
August sight ! 

Saturday was the day for the infliction of pun- 
jehmeDt upon the the poor wretches who had been 
Sonvicted and sentenced. A gaUows was erected in 
3te public street in front of the schoolhouae, and 
jed for a pillory and whipping post. The piison- 
B were brought from the prison by the jailer, as- 
||bted by the deputy sheriffs, while the high sheriff, 
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often mounted on horseback, rode about the galloi 
and among the spectators, Bupermtending the exe- 
cution of the law. Meantime the boys were let out 
of school, it being considered proper that the rising 
generation should, for thei» warning, see, in the 
punishment to be inflicted, that "every transgres- 
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of 
reward." 

Some were set in the pillory an hour, some were 
whipped forty stripes save one, or a leas number, 
on the bare back; others, convicted of manslaughter, 
were branded M in their foreheads with a hot iron ; 
others had their ears cropped, or were seated upon 
the gallows an hour with ropes about their necks. 
Such barbarous punishments were inflicted upon 
convicted felons in all the shije towns of the com- 
monwealth, until a more enlightened public senti- 
ment induced the Legislature to abolish them, and 
substitute the penitentiary for the whipping post, 
the pillory, the knife, and the branding iron. 

The effect produced on the boys was very differ- 
ent from the calculations of their fathers. The pub- 
he exhibition being over, they would assemble in the 
rear of the schoolhouse, and inflict upon each other 
an imitation of the punishments the/ had just wit- 
nessed. Arthur was not a boy to take part in such 
cruelties, but it is not amiss to describe the scenes 
of which he was a witness. He believed in after- 
life, that some improvements had been made in 
sqcioty, that men in general were less sanguinary 
than heretofore, but he considered that the term 
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" penitentiaiy '* was rendered by savage TiEsges in 
otateprisons, a misnomer, suggesting any thing but 
penitence or reformation. 
One of tbe most cruel usages of that day was the 
incarceration of debtors. Not a few honest and 
worthy, but unfortunate men were shnt np in the 
common jails of the country by merciless creditors 
simply because they were unable to pay their debts ! 
Taken from their families, deprived of laboring for 
their support, constantly increaaingMistead of dimin- 

tishing their indebtedness, and left to mourn in idle- 
ness, in company oft«n with criminals, over their 
jniafortnnes and the distresses of their families, they 
enffered often more than felons who were imprisoned 
for their ci'imes. Arthur, with other boys, frequent- 
ly saw respectable men thus cut off from society, 
gazing through the u'on bare of their cells, in com- 
pany with malefactors who had made war upon Iheir 
fellow-men, and were Justly receiving the due rewai'd 
of theu' deeds. Happily for the country, the im- 
prisonment of men guilty only of inability to pay 
I their debts was, after a severe and protracted stmg- 
I gle, done away. 

Some one has said that children ought to live in 

,e country until they are at least twelve years old. 

It was well for Arthur Tappan that he had the ad- 

■ Tontages of birth and early life in a cotmfay village. 

LEad he been reared in a city he might not have 

Klived to adult years. The wholesome air, the health- 

1 recreations, and the customary employments of 

3ie country, conduced to the invigoiation of his con- 
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stihitioD, while the beautiful scenery improved his 
taste, invigorated Mb mind, and ivaa a soui'ce of 
immised enjoyment. He had his full share of the 
frolics, amusements and occupations of boyhood, 
Simply olad, barefoot half of the year, roaming over 
hill and dale, swimming in warm weather, or shding 
down hill or sleighing or skating in the winter season, 
with the healthful exercise of climbing, trundling of 
the hoop, flying of the kits, ball playing, trout fish- 
ing, nutting, beirying, gardening, wood chopping, 
all these, and the numberless pastimes and employ- 
ments that occupied his time, gave a chann to his 
youthful days, and laid the foundation of whatever 
hardiness of constitution, and general health he 
enjoyed in after years. 

His parents indulged him, as they did his broth- 
ers, in permission to keep doves, squirrels, rabbits, 
chickens, and sometimes a dog, or a fox, and he 
was never known to treat them cmelly. His tlispo- 
sition was kind and humane, albeit, hke other boys 
at that day, he gathered birds' eggs, and kept them 
in his chamber on strings, much to the discredit, as 
we now think of both the pilferers and their parents. 
There was in those days no kind-hearted Henry , 
Bergh* to keep "watch and ward" over the animal 
kingdom. 

It was a joyful time to the children when they 
were permitted to throw aside their stockings and 
shoes, and go barefoot during the summer months, 

8 President of tlio "Amoriciui Society for the Provontiou ol 
Oroelt; to Animaltt." 



THE FRESHETS. 

" "WTien you can't see any snow on Mount Holyoke," 
their father useii to say, "then you may leave your 
shoes off." The momitams, both Mouut Holyoke 
and Mount Tom, were daily watched by the impa- 
tient boys, who fancied the snow was gone long be- 
fore their parents did, and many little disputations 
took place whether that white appearance was snow 
or not. 

Arthur's mother contrived to rear her ten chil- 
dren without much aid from the physician, who 
once said, " If thei-e were ten such mothers in town 
I would move away," With Buchan's "Domestic 
Medicioe," and pills made of a decoction of the bark 
of the butternut-tree, she managffl to be the physi- 
cian of the family, so that a doctor was seldom em- 
ployed. The pills, made from the bark the boya 
were sent into the woods to gather, were a panacea 
for all childhood complaints. The nauseous medi- 
cine was hid in preserved quince, and in the pres- 
ence of the sick child, the good mother seeming to 
forget the proverb : " Surely in vain the net is spread 
in the sight of any bird." 

One of the wondrous sights of Ai-thur's boyhood 
was to see from the belfiy of the meetinghouse, the 
great freshets that occasionally occurred in the 
spring. At such times the Connecticut river would 
overflow its banks, and submerge the meadows, 
thousand of acres appearing like a vast lake. These 
overflows enriched the groimda Nile-like, and were 
the cause of great excitement to the inhabitants, 
mid exhilaration to the children. 
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As the water suhsiiletl the shad and snlmon fiah- 
ing-plaee on the bauks of the Connecticut, in the 
meadow, atti'aeted the bojs; itnd as the nefca were 
drawn to tho shore the action of the fish in their 
attempts to escape greatly excited aud a,mu3ed 
them. The proportion of salmon to shad was Tery 
small, and the Talue of a pound of the former was 
equal to a full-sized one of the latter. Those scenes 
are unknown probably at the present day, when 
dams and factories prevent the fish from ascending 
the riyer. 

The first death in the family was on October 30, 
1793, when the youngest child of the family, little 
George, a mere inmnt, was taken away. Arthur was 
seven years old. He never forgot the solemn scenes ; 
the christening, the death, tlie funeral, the long pro- 
cession, the grave, the lowering of the co£Gn, the 
heavy sotmd upon it, and the tolling of the dreadful 
beli, whose inscription was : 

"I to the church the liying call, 
And to the grare do Bnmmoii ulL" 

Eut joys and sorrows are mingled, not only in 
the hearts of chUdren, but of adults also. The same 
year was the first wedding he attended, that of a sis- 
ter very dear to him. The scenes attending it were 
also engraven upon his memory. After the cere- 
mony, the singing, the congratulations, the enter- 
tainment, a procession was formed according to pre- 
vailing diatom, that moved from the dwelhng of the 
bnde, to the house of the bridegroom. Little Arthur 
brought Tip the roar with some boy or girl of hia 
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own age, while the two younger children could 
hardly be pacified to remain at home when all 
seemed to have gone away to onjoy themselves. 

When a lad, his mother held np to him the ex- 
ample of his schoolmaster — one of the best he ever 
had — Mr. Bancroft rowLEii, then in a law office, 
and subsequently a minister of the gospel in much 
estimation. Being somewhat intimate in the family, 
she had knowledge of a set of rules he had written 
down for Iiis own guidance. One of them, "Dabb 
TO BE siNGDLAE," particularly pleased her, and she 
recommended it to her son aa a valuable rule for him 
in the joai-ney of life. 

These items have an interest for young persons, 
at least, and especially for the descendants of him 
whose life is herein sketched. "Wordsworth says : 
"The child ia father ot tUa jaaa." 

And they may see, in the preceding nan-ative 
and what follows of the youth of Arthur Tappan, 
the germ of the man. 

In after-life hia native town was never forgotten. 
The scenes of his childhood were dear to him, and 
the companions of his youth were ever in his mem- 
ory. He iovod play, took a full share of the hilari- 
ties of hia phiymatea, and cheerfully did hia part of 
the small labors that devolved upon him. In his 
view there was never such a delightful place. Well 
^might he say then : 

" These were thy chiirms, sweet village ! sports like these, 
With Hweet snecession, taught e'en toil to please," 

He retained all his days a peculiar love of the 
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country, and praised its streams, its trees, its flow- 
ers, its woods, its roads, its hills, its mountains, with 
almost youthful delight ; and he mourned that chil- 
dren reared in cities could not in their early years 
have the enjoyments and healthy pursuits of a 
country life. It seemed to him that Providence 
had so ordered it that his life was to be spent chief- 
ly in the city, and he submitted to the necessity, en- 
deavoring to make the best of it, while his choice 
would have been a rural residence. 
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Abthub's brother John, five years older than him- 
self, was a clerk in the wholoaale importing store of 
Sewall &. Saliahury in Boston, and had made ar- 
rangements by which he was admitted as an appren- 
tice, as clerks were then called, in the same establish- 
ment. It was in the spring of 1801, when he was 
nearly fifteen year's of age, that be left his father's 
house, and, moimted on a horse belonging to one of 
his employers, that had been kept during the winter 
in the country, proceeded to Boston. His parents 
had confidence in him, as they had trained hira in 
the way he should go, and confided in a covenant- 
keeping God. His mother had said, "I never knew 
him tell a lie." With their small means to give him 
an outfit they might have said, " Silver and gold 
have we none, but snch as we have give we thee — 
our benediction and prayers." Wlien he was pre- 
sented to Mr. SewaU at No. 16 Merchants' Row, rifear 
Paneuil Hall, that gentleman, who was himself be- 
low the medium size, gave him a scrutinizing look, 
and said, " You are smaller than I expected." The 
fragile little fellow in attertimea, on mentioning this 
reception to one of his children, said, " I straight- 
ened myself up and looked as tall as I could." 

Boston was his mother's bu-thplace. At no great 
distance from the store where ho was to be employ- 
ed, was the shop where hia father had sei'vod his 
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apprenticesliip, just forty years before, witli Williara 
Homes, the "honest goldsmith," as he was called, 
and the father of his future wife. Boston was a 
small town then, containing about thirty thovisand 
inhabitants. Hia uncle Homes now occupied the 
same shop, and also pursued the goldsmith business. 
There were two departments in the store of Sewall 
& Saliebnry, the hardware and dry goods, Arthur 
was placed in the former. Hia employers put him 
to board in the family of Colonel Joseph May, whose 
wife was a sister of Mr. Sewall. The young clerk 
had the privilege of vieiting in the family of Mr. 
Sewall, and it was a privilege he highly valued. Of- 
ten did he epeak of the inteUigence and amiability 
of this family, of the affectionate intercourse between 
the parents, and between them and their children. 

lo Col. May's family he had many advantages. 
From daily intercourse with a man of so much prac- 
tical wisdom, he doubtless received impressions that 
were useful to him in subsequent hfe. It is said in 
Preeman Hunt's "Sketches of PubHc Characters," 
that Col. May, having failed in business at the early 
age of thirty-eight, gave up all his property, " even 
to the ring on his finger, for the benefit of his cred- 
itors;" that "he resolved never to be a rich man," 
preferring to take a moderate salary as secretary of 
of an insurance company, being there and elsewhere, 
remarkable for hia "love of order, his methodical 
habits, and his high estimate of the importance of 
punctuahty." 

For upwards of two years, young Tappan waa in 
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the employment of the firm, find afterwauls to the 
1 of hia minority, the clerk of their successors, 
SewaU, Sahsbiirj & Co., bis brother John having 
been received as a partner in 1803. They occu- 
pied the same store, and his board was paid by 
his employers from the first, while the perquisites of 
the store divided among the elerka, were sufficient 
for Lis other expenses. "My brother John," he 
once said, " was hke a kind father to me. I attend- 
ed evening school, and studied all my spare time. 
As the youngest clerk, I had to clean and fill twen- 
ty-four oil lamps in the store. Another boy, who 
afterwai-ds became an eminent merchant, I used to 
meet trundling home goods in a wheelbarrow. I was 
ti^oubled with a chronic headache, and when it was 
more severe than usual, and I was tired, I occasion- 
ally crept upon a shelf behind a pile of goods to rest 
my head and get a little sleep." He was subject to 
this headache daily, during his whole clerkship, and, 
indeed throughout his life ; but although its effects 
were discernible in hia countenance and manners, 
he seldom made any complaint, or even aUusion to 
it. He strove hard, and with much success, to com- 
bat its influence on his nervous system, and his social 
intercourse. 

Besides making himself master of the hardware 
business, he acquired a knowledge of dry goods, as 
opportunity offered, and also learned book-keeping 
by the Italian or double entry system, which was 
about that time introduced into the business-firms 
of Boston. 
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During the early part of bis residence m Boston, 
he attended public worsliip on the Lord's day, there 
being no week-day services among Congregational- 
its, at the Old South church, where his parents and 
grandparents had been members. On the settle- 
ment of Rev. William E. Channing, as pastor of the 
Federal Street chtu'ch and society, in the latter part 
of 1803, he attended there, sitting in his brother 
John's pew. Mr. Channing was considered at that 
time an evangelical minister, or something very near 
it. In the puipit he was the "beau ideal" of the 
poet Cowper's preacher, and discoui-sed with ear- 
nestness and eloqaenee. In society he was greatly 
beloved, remarkable for his self-respect, and for 
maintaining the dignity of the ministerial office. 
His preaching, though afterwards considered defi- 
cient by evangelical people, in and out of the con- [| 
gregation, was characterized ^y fervor and serioua- | 
ness. His favorite themes were the paternal char- i' 
acter of God, and Jesus Christ as a moral and spir- | 
itual instructor. In his theological views he was an I 
Arian. His youthful hearer, the subject of this J 
narrative, ever acknowledged the interest he took in J 
the preaching, and in the preacher. And his rever-* | 
ence and affection were revived and strengthened, 
when in afterlife. Dr. Channing took a decided part 
in the anti-slavery agitation, in favor of free speech, i 
and the deliverance of the coimtiy from its chief j 
curse, human bondage. n 

During the largest part of his minority he had n 
the gratification of frequently visiting his sister, the i 
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wife of Kev. John PiercB of Brootline. It waa Lis 

custom on such occasions, to walk from his resi- 
dence in Boston to the parsonage, about five miles, 
on Sunday morning, and return iu tlie same way at 
night. In that happy and hospitable family ho 
'fipettt many delightful days, and had the opportuni- 
ij of hearing a large number of clergymen in their 
exchanges with the village pastor. He had also the 
privilege of occasionally visiting hia uncle, Kev. 
Dr. David Tappan, professor of divinity in Hai-vard 
College at Cambridge, until his death, August 27, 
103. 
Every year he had the opportunity of vi.siting 
Ids parents at Northampton, and at intervals of wel- 
coming them in Boston, His father came to Bos- 
ion once or twice a year to make his purchasus of 
goods, aud hia mother sometimes accompanied him. 
t one time he went with his father to see his aged 
pandmother at Manchester, Mass., and greatly 
prized the opportonity of paying bis respects to the 
Venerable woman. 

His mother vrrote to him May 9, 1805 1 "I doubt 
not you are deeply affected with the situation in 
which your dear brother John has been placed. By 
a. overtuiing providence God has returned him to 
tds friends, laden with abundant experience of his 
reat power and wonderful mercy." She alluded to 
iie shipwreck. 

He was passenger in the ship Jupiter, which 
Muled from London to Kew York, in the early part 
f 1805, with seventy-two passengers. On the sixth 
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of April, a great field of ice was seen, and before , 
night no way could be found through it. At mid- 
night the first mate was so intoxicated that he fell 
upon deck, and the captain being upon the bowsprit 
looking out for the islands of ice, the ship struck an | 
iceberg, and began to fill very fast. The boats were 
got out, and aU but twenty-seven sprang into them. 
But the boats could hold no more, and ah the rest — 
men, women and chihb-en — went down in the ship, 
in less than an hour after she struck the ice. 

One man and his wife and nine children, were 
among those that were lost. Another man lost his 
mother, brother, sisters and two nephews. One of 
tlie passengers was a clergyman, who was emigra- 
ting to the United States with some of the people 
of hia charge. As the yawl left the side of the ship 
he was heard talking to his two httle sons, with 
whom he was walking the deck to and fro, saying, 
"We shall soon be in heaven, dear children 1" The 
deck of the ship was then but a foot or two abova 
the water, John Tappan was providentially saved, 
with forty-five others, one of them a babe but six 
months old. He was in the yawl, which, together 
with the long boat, was on the ocean, a thousand 
miles fi-om laud, three days before they saw a ves- 
eel. They were taken up and brought safely to the 
United States, having suffered somewhat by being 
frozen.* 

During Arthui^'s clerkship, his coiisin, Bobert 
Homes, died in Boston. He was a merchant, and 
° See " Memoir of Mrs. Sarah Tappan," p. fiO. 
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l^ed at fin early age. Arthur attendod the fuucral. 
nerals at that time, and for several years after- 
Jvords, were asoally conducted in this wise. The 
relatives, acquaintances, neighbors, and other per- 
Bons after assembling at the dwelling-house of the 
deceased, and attending to the prayer offered by the 
pastor," were treated with wine, carried about on 
waiters. A list of the name» of persona to walk in 
the procession was meantime prepared. Neither 
i nor hearses were used, but the mourners 
uid friends followed the bier that was borne on 
3 shoulders. As their names were read off by 
3iea conductor of the funeral ceremonies, they left 
She house and formed a procession in couples, walk- 
ing through the streete to the place of burial in the 
, as it was then called. 
The list included, if practicable, all the persons 
irho attended the funeral obsequies, and it often 
lappened that a young man and maiden were called 
f to walk together who had never seen each other 
)efore. Solemn silence prevailed at the grave, and 
irhen it was sodded over, the pall-bearers returned 
jo the former residence of the deceased with the rel- 
Mives to receive refreshment of some sort, while the 
feet of the company went to their several abodes. 
It was customary for the gentleman to wait upon 
3 lady with whom he waited, to her abode ; and 
t not unusually occurred that the transient acquain- 
ance of the pai-ties terminated in a lasting fiiend- 
bip, "for better, for worse," that continued the 
Rrbole life. 
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There Tras living in Boston at this time, an ol4 
lady, Mra. AbigJiH Waters, an aunt of Arthur's 
mother, being her mother's sister, nearly ninety 
years of age. She retained her faculties to a re-. 
markable degree, attended the Old South church | 
every Sabbath, enjoyed the calls and conversation <! 
of both old and young people, and occasiousHy went J 
to Httle family parties. She had considerable wit; 
and her piety was beyond a question. It was enter- 
taining to Arthur, her grand-nephew, to hear from- 
the lips of this venerable woman of the youthful 
days of his parents and of then' parents, and of Bos- 
ton and its surroundings, in the early part of ^ho 
preceding century. This aged mother in Israol, 
though in unusual health for a person of her ad- 
vanced age, used to speak of her departure with 
cheerful tntsfc and confidence, as one about to set 
out on a pleasant journey. She said to one of her 
youthful visitors one morning, " I woke up last night 
and thought that I was dead, but when I found that 
I was not, I felt, oh, how sorry !" She died Novem- 
ber 22, 1816, in the ninety-sixth year of her age. 
The last words uttered by her were — "Open to ma 
the gates, that I may enter inl"* 

For nearly seven years he was, as we have seen, 
in the service of the mercantile firms above men- 
tioned. During the whole period he was distin- 
guished for his industry, good habits, and exemplary 
devotion to the interests of his employers. He had 

• Sea "Memoirs of tlie Life of Mra. Abignil Waters," by Kev. i 
Jodiua Hontingtoo, pnstoi of tlie Old Boatli chnrch, Boston. 
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l)ut few asBociatea out of the domeatio circle, and 

liahiamed all companionship with ftdvolous and vicious 

■"persons. When not engaged iu the store.he employed 

Ptia leisure in useful reading and study, oriu healthy 

recreation. Hia father had advised him to be out 

in the open air aa much aa possible, aiid accustom 

himself to walking and bathin^T frequently, aa it 

had been his practice iu his youth. He did not 

fail to comply with this advice, which well suited 

his natural inclination. 

Hia brother John has recently aaid of him : "He 
I tpaa remarkably coiTecfc in conduct, he acquii-ed 
I" knowledge by digging hard for it, and though the 
[ least sprightly, he was the most serious of the broth- 
It is not intended that, at this time, he had 
■ experienced the regenerating gi'ace of God. The 
Knstructions and prayers of hia parents, and the 
f other rehgioua teachings in his boyhood, though 
they had some effect upon his conscience, had not 
induced him to secure "the pearl of great price." 
And the rehgioua toacliings during the after years 
f hia minority had influenced him to think a change 
f heart was unnecessary, that a good moral char- 
icter was about all that was required. 

He aimed to be moral, and could probably say 
rith the young man in the gospel, as to his obser- 
ve of the second, table of the commandments, 
1 these things have I kept from my youth up." 
PTithout filial tmst he felt an awe of the Almighty, 
1 might also have tinily said of himself, aa did 
ILTON in his youth : " I again take God to witness 



AETHUB TAPPAN. 

that, in all places where so many things are conaid- 
ered lawful, I lived sound and nntouciied from all 
profligacy and vice; having this thought pei-petual- 
ly with me, that, though I might escape tho eyes of 
man, I certainly could not the eyes of God."* 

He recoiled fi-om vice and from vicious perBons, 
and no one, it is believed, ever heard him utter an 
impure or profane word. He avoided also the 
"secret sins," as weU as "presumptuous transgres- 
siona" that too commonly assail and defile the 
young, to the injury of both body and spirit. Ab- 
staining fi'om fleshly lusts and impurities, that " war 
against the soul," he was remarkable for pcmnr. 
The advice of the poet to his youthful friend was 
not unheeded by him : 

" The BScred lowe o' weel-plaE'd lave, 

Lainriantly indulge it ; i 

But never tempt tli' ificil rove, 
* Tho' naetliing should divulge it : 

I waye the quantum o' the sin, 

The hoZBid of concealing ; 

But ochl it hardens a' within, 

And petriftes tho feeling!" 

It may be truly said that he had an aversion to 
the besetting sins of youth, in the sense defined by 
the Eev. Rowland Hill, the celebrated eccentric 
preacher in London: "Xou ought to feel an aver- 
sion to sin," said he to a youth with whom he WBS 
conversing. ""What doyoumeanby that?" inquired 
the young man, "I mean," said Mr. Hill, "you 
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should feel toward sin as you would if putting your 
hand into your pocket, you touched a toad?"* 

• Mr. Tappan had the cnriosity to hear Mr. Hill when in London, 
in 1810. The andience was large, and the minister fiill of anima- 
tion. His erect figure, peculiar gesticulation, and forcible lan- 
guage were not soon to be forgotten. Neither was the occasional 
coarseness of his illustrations. The subject that evening was, 
"The superiority of the light of revelation over the light of 
nature." 
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When he was in his twenty-first year, he and his 
brother Lewis were drafted into the United States' 
service, as part of one hundred thousand tnilitia 
ordered out by President Jefferson, in view of the 
poaaibility of a war with France. Only twenty-sis 
soldiers were drafted from the eighth ward, which 
was one of the largest in Boston, and ifc seemed sin- 
gular that the two brothers, out of the large number 
Gnrolletl, were both drafted. They were accustomed 
to "train" in the militia company, composed of 
men between the ages of eighteen and fortj-five, of 
the ward in which they boarded. The twenty-six, 
under the command of an ensign, were paraded at 
the foot of the Common, went through the manual 
exercise, were marched to and fro without music, 
and at length dismissed, to hold themselves in read- 
iness whenever their services shoidd be required! 
But they never were required, and the preposterous 
notion of musteiing such a body of militia troops 
to defend the nation against a foreign country be- 
came a subject of derision, especially on the pai-t of 
opponents of the national administration. 

In the autumn of this year (1806} he visited 
Montreal, with a view to ascertain, by personal ob- 
servation and inquiry, whether it would be a suita^ 
ble place for him to commence business the ensuing 
year, as his employers bad determined to set him 
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I in trade, ■with anotber clerk, in testimony of their 
appreciation of their long and faithful eervices. In a 
f letter to his sister, four years younger than himself, he 
I gave an account of bis journey, which at that day was 
I B slow and tedious one. He described Montreal and 
its surroundings, mentioned persons he had known 
f ill his native town, who had become residents of 
I that city, and spoke of the hospitality shown him 
f by them, and those to whom he oan-ied letters of 
L recommendation. Though favorably impressed in 
[ many respects, he thought there was not much haz- 
[ ard, to use his ob-u expression, "in predicting that 
I Montreal would not be the place for him to settle 
Still he seemed to have an idea that he might, 
I at some futiire time, take up his abode there, in the 
r midst of the French and Enghah population, as ap- 
pears from another letter to the same sister, dated 
Soston, February 9, 1807, in which he says : 

I " I have now commenced the study of the 

I French language, and, that none of my time may be 

■ lost, I allow myself but five or six of the twenty-four 
hours for sleep. This I am told by those who are 
too indolent to imitate my example, will injure my 
health, but foaling no ill-effects from it, I have no 

I reason to think it correct, but am more and more 
I confirmed in the ophiion that most people spend 
I iwice the time in sleep that is necessary." 

^e spring following, having arrived at the age 

■ of twenty-one, he made preparations to go into the 
I dry goods importing business at Portland, in the 

" District of Maine," in Massachusetts, so-called as 
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it had not then been admitted into tlie national' 
union as a state. His partner was Henry D. Sew- 
all, son of Chief Justice Sewall, and nepliew of 
Mr. Joseph Sewall, his late employer. The new 
firm was Tappan & Sewall, A competent capital 
was fumiBhed them by Sewall, Salisbury & Co., 
which was afterwards gratefully repaid with inter- 
est. ^ 

The following affectionate and faithful letter was 
wiitteu to him by his mother, after he had made . 
one of his annual Yisits to his patents, at the termi- 
nation of hia clerkship, and when he was about coui- 
mencing business at Portland. 

NoETHiMPTON, June, IMT. 
Mt Deas Sos : I cannot feel willing yon should leave ma 
witlioiit Httjiug more to you tlmn I haye ; and, as I Imve not 
the opportunity to speak, 1 tliink best to write. Tour" 
happiness, bb that o£ all my children, liea near my heart. 
I would not, on any account, give them unnecessary pain. 
It is your happiness I seek, and faiu would I aa^st you 
in building it on a anre foundation. " Otiim" foundation 
can no man lai/ Oian thai is laid, which is Je-sua Christ." 
1 Cor. 3 : 11. Bnild on Christ Jeans, as the chief comer- 

I fear you have imbibed some errors, from what yon 
dropped last night respecting the new birth. There ara 
many loose writers, and it is to be feared, unsound preachers 
in our day. But the word of God is plain. He that run- 
neth may read. Study it attentively, with sincere and fer- 
vent prayer for the oatpouring of the Holy Spirit to enhght- 
en your darkened understanding, and make your path of 
duty plain. God is a prayer-hearing God. He has not said 
to the seed of Jacob, seek myface in. vain. Tlie Bible is full 
of encouragement to those who diligently seek for true wis- 
dom, and assures lis that bU her paths are peace, and hex 
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B pleasant ; and, tram tatty jeats' eiperience, I t':an aub- 
aibe tu tlie truth of it. 

!) taste and see that the Lord ia gi'acioua, fnll of compos- 

, not willing that eny should perish. Hear hjm tay in 

is word, "Tarn ye, tor why will ye die? Seek, ond ye shall 

; knock, and it shall be opened nnto yon ; wliosoever 

I, let him come, and take the water of life freely, witliout 

y and without price." "Believe, and take the promised 

Pray for an entire change of heari: and pursuits ; that 

1 ma; love Ood supremely, and place your chief happl- 

□ obeying his precepts. Hate aiff aincerely, and Btrive 

mstantly to overcome every evil propenaity ; and tliis not 

1 yonr own strength, but relying on promised assistanca 

a Him who hath said, "My strength sLnll be made per- 

in yonr weaknesn, and my grace is at ail times sufficient 

you." We have ubuiidant reason to believe that if we 

incere in seeking for mercy, we shall have Ood on onr 

If God was not more willing to save us than we are 

saved, he never would have given np bis Son a ransom 

oners, nor informed us of it in iiis word, nor sent the 

y Spirit to convince us of sin, and nrge us to repentance. 

From my own experience I fimily believe the Calvinistio 

actrines to be Scriptural. I would not wilhngly consent to 

ne of them. I love to acknowledge myself noth- 

f, that Qod may be olL I feel that I am depraved in tUe 

I ; that in ma naturally there is no good ; that all 

y sufficiency is of God ; and it ie voy happiness that I may 

m ne a guilty, vteiik oiid helpless creiLtiire, and cast all 

B upon him. He Las promised never to leave nor 

me, and I can trust his word. It is this comfort, ray 

a child, that I wish you to enjoy. It is what the world 

a neither give, nor deprive us of. Oh, seek first the kiog- 

n of God, and all other tilings shall be added unto you : 

I, you shall be fully satisfied with the allotments of 

tovidence ; and how can it be otherwise it you believe the 

"that all things shall work together for good to 

kem who pat their trust in him." Therefore in uU your 

8 acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths; trust 

o your own undetstanding, it will deceive you , 
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Tliat you mny be made to see yoiir lost, undone eatnte, b] 
nature anil practice, and directed t<) rely wlioUy on tiie ineritf 
of a glorious Saviour ; that you may be filled with the diyint 
influences of the Holy Spirit, Banotifying and puiTfying yom 
nature, and live to the glory of God, is the Bincere prayer cd 
your affectionate mother, BAIUH ■"■-"•— * 



As was the custom in those days with young 
merchants about to commence business, he and hifl 
partner, before occupying their store in September, 
1807, hired a horse and chaise to yisit the difl'ereat 
towns in New HiimpsLire ' and Vermont, to inford 
country merchants of their intentions, and solicit thei) 
custom. During their excursion they went to th( 
White hills, as the White mountains were then call 
ed, hired a guide, and ascended to the top of Moua 
Washington, an exploit almost equal, at the time, 1) 
an ascension of the Alps at the present day. The» 
was then no road, and not much of a path, and th 
ascent had been rarely made. The pedestrian 
were out two nights, losing themselves in a fog, bn 
being amply recompensed with a magnificent vie* 
when the sun shone out. | 

After being in business about two months, hi 
wrote to his sister from Portland, under date of Oc- 
tober 25, 1807, giving a brief description of the towij 
and his boarding place, which, he says, "is at thj 
house of a merchant recently reduced to baukruptc* 
and now keeping boarders for a hvelihood." Hi 
ftdda : l' 

" When I behold such a picture, my mind reeoy 
at the Tiew, and a resolution half escapes me, G 
avoid the possibility of ever sharing a similar fab 
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and beholding those ■who would be endeared to me 
by the most tender ties reduced with myself to 
stmggle with misfortune. But ehotdd we reject a 
certain good from an apprehension of evil ? Should 
ffe not brand that person as an idiot, who refuses to 
buy an estate because it would increase his cares i 
liiid subject him to greater losses, when the posses- 
sion would extend his means of benevolence, and 
enable him, by giving happiness to others, to enlarge 
tlie bounds of bis own. No less is that person to 
be despised who denies himself the enjoyments of a 
family and the opportunities such a situation gives 
af doing good, from the cowardly apprehension of 
misfortunes which ten thousand chances to one, 
never happen. But wLat am I writing? You will, 
1^ bel%)ve, be no less puzzled than myself to answer 
IJiis qnestiim, so wishing you success I am your moat 
obedient and most affectionate brother, 

■'AUTHOR TAPPAN." 

The following letters to his sister were written in 
the ensuing year. 

IPoETLAND, April 2, 1808. 
After mentioning that an overture had been 
ie to him to remove his business to Boston, 
ivhich, after reflection both he and his partner had 
Iflclined, he says: 

" ^T is not so much on the place or the circle of 
icquaintance that our happiness rests, as on our- 
lelves. A contented mind is a source of enjoyment | 
vithin the reach of every person, and which it is | 
)Tir duty to possess. I do not mean that we should ] 
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be satiBfied with our mental acquirements, or ad« 
vancetnont in piety, but nitli the dispensations o| 
Providence. The numerous sources of enjoymeull 
which encircle every one, may be embittered or m: 
productive only of misery, by an uuhappy temp^ 
while a firm reliance on God will promote a disposi" 
tion to enjoy his bounties and sweeten every occur- 
rence of life. Since, then, I can have httle hope> 
of again residing in Boston, it will be my study toi 
know and appreciate the advantages of my presents 
situation." 

Being on a short visit at Boston lie writes to 
his sister at Northampton, bis views of the circus, 
especially its influence on young women, and then 
sarcastically says : 

■'Boston, May 1*, 1808, 

"But I know some who, too little refined to relisli; 
Buch amusements, have had the independence andi 
good sense to resist the allurements of fashion, and 
form a just estimate of this ennobling entertainment f 
"We seem fast progressing to that state of pui-ity ot 
manners and perfection of tastes which dehght in 
exalted pursuits, and to that time when bnll-baiting 
and other amusements equally characteristic of a 
polished age will be encouraged by the fashionable 
world. Fashion ! Fashion ! How much is aociely- 
influenced by this httle word ; how few are able to 
refiist its potency. To be wholly insensible to itsi 
power is perhaps not desirable, but those are surely 
to be pitied who allow its influence to predominate 
oyer nature and over reason." 
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After living at Portland about two years, they 
nade up their minds that Montreal was probably a 
urger field for business, and therefore closed up 
kbeir affairs, and opened a store in that city, with 
Ihe hope of soon realizing a moderate fortune. In 
\ commnnity where so many of the inhabitants and 
wople with whom Le should transact business spoke 
iie Preach language, he deemed it best to board in 
t French family. He derived both insti'uction and 
musement while living in this way, but after a while 
thought it best to reside with his own countrymen, 
The following letter was written to him by his 
Eftther: 

" NoBTHiUPTON, Jan. 17, IfiOS. 

Mt Dbab Son : I received n. letter from jou dated the 15th 

tf May, aNd since that time have lieurd from you by the wiiy 

( Chnrtes, in a letter hewi'ot«Bt Waliiole onhisrfituru from 

I hope that your goods have arrived before this 

me, that you may make it profitable to do buduess ia thnt 

I underBtand by a, line from LewiB, that Charlea ia now on 
way to make you another visit. I hope to hear from yun 
him, and to have news that will gladden the hearts of 
your parents. Your temporal, and especially eternal inter- 
est, will ever lie near our hearts, and we charge you, my dear 
to make religion your bssiness, and to attend to the con- 
of your fioul without any delay. Seek the one tiling 
hil, and chooae that good x>art which shall never be 
away from yon. Be not, my dear aon, too much taken 
Ip.with the world, and things that are seen and temporal, 
and nt^lect the more important concenia of another world. 
"We are all hastening out of time into eternity, twd must give 
a atriot and impartial ucoount of our own imxirovement of the 
ll^ and means of grace. Wo are ansious for you, my son, 
it, living among the profane and worldly, you. iiwe anyaeri- 
impressions you may have had heretofore, and live with- 
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out God in the world. Tour pRrents wpre sorry to have yoll 
leave Portlftiirt and go to Mciiitrenl, jirincipaUy because of tha 
wast of religion there, and tite abounding of wickednesa- 
among the inhabitants, the name and ilaj of Ood openljpro- 
foned, or mther, as we hear, little or no regard paid to the^ 
Sabbath and the ordiunui;es of the gcmpeL We know tli« 
depravity of the heart of man, and how prone ^ 
off feur and restrain prayer, even where religion is supported 
and connteuanced. What tlien must be the danger of a 
youth who has no examples set before him but those that ta 
bad, and is under no reHtraints but those of bis own coi 
aeience. Temptations are always ready to assault the young, 
and unless restraining grace is given, they will be likely to. 
fail into sin and perish. 

Oh, my son, be upon yoiu: guard ; shun as much as poaai'- 
ble evil company ; go not with the wicked and profane 
either sex, but, if possible to find any such, associate with 
the virtuous ond good, and make such your chosen compan- 
ions and most intimate friends. Pray to Ood, my Son, botl^ 
morning and evening, to sanctify yon, and ieep you froE 
and all evil, to make yon holy, that you maybe hapjjy. 
a life of religion ; live above the world, and be not coutormed 
to the maums and practices of it, that are sinful and di» 
pleasing to a holy God, but abstain from the very appearand 
of evil. You have the prayers of your parents that Oo4 
would preserve you to hia kingdom. 

Your friends here are all well. 

Your affectionate father, BENJ. TAPPAK, 

From Montreal be again wrote to his sister, Oc- 
tober 30, 1809. After stating that he, with hia part- 
ner and one or two other friends, had eommencecl' 
housekeeping as bachelors, he aaya : 

" But upon the whole I am happier in this sort, 
of life tlian I was in a boarding-house. We tak& 
Dur turns in the care of the house, and have every 
thing arranged in the most systematic order. On 



HIS FUTURE WIFE. 63 

Lodaja we deviate so much fi'om the custom of the 
ishionable world in this city, as to attend church 
,- and in the evening we caU our httle family 
kogether, closing it by reading a sermon. Thus, you 
see, I am in no danger of losiag my good old New 
England habits." 

The young merchants were so Buecesaful that 
they had the means of building a substantial stone 
warehouse on St. Paul-street, and were, as they 
fondly hoped, in a way speedily to make money 
enough to justify them in rehnquishing their busi- 
ness in Canada, and returning to the States. The 
_ busiaeas was a general importing business of British 
joods, and they prosecuted it with an energy and 
■devotedness that surprised their neighbors. 

It was here that he met, for the first time, his 

^'future wife, Frances Antill. She was the daughter 

1 of Colonel Edwai'd Antill, whose father of the same 

.me from England while a young man, set- 

Bjliled in New Jersey, and married the daughter of 

[Qovemor Morris of that state. The father of Miss 

ill, after graduatmg at Columbia College, then 

ig's College, pursued his law studies in New York 

■. In order to perfect himself in the French lan- 

[uage, he visited Quebec, where his sister resided, 

intending to return to New York, fix his abotle 

Siere, and open a law oflace. But having formed 

e acquaintanco of a yoimg French lady, he was so 

attracted by her beauty that, notwithstanding she 

i a Koman-catholic, he man-led her. This was 

1 the 4th of May, 1767. They settled in Montreal 



Wlien hostilities commenced between Eiifjland and 
the American colonies, Mr. Aatill took the side of 
the Americans, received a, commission of colonel, 
and joined the army, while his own brother served 
on the side ot the British, with the rank of colonel. 

Misa Antill was an orphan. While visiting her 
friends in Quebec, she frequently heard the two 
yonng men from New England ridiculed on account 
of their strict morality and careful deportment, ao 
much in contrast with the gayety and freedom of 
the society around her. Her interest was aroused, 
and her acquaintance with one of them terminated 
in a life-long attachment. Upon her return to Oris- 
kany, Oneida county, N. T., the home of her siater 
and brother-in-law. Colonel and Mrs. Lansing, a 
correspondence was begun that ended in an engage- 
ment, and the parties were manned in SeptembeFj 
1610, by the Rev, Dr, Camahan, afterwards presi- 
dent of Princeton College, New Jersey. 

Mr. Tappan embarked for England shortly after 
hia marriage, to purchase goods for his firm in Mon- 
treal. In about two months his brother Lewis, of 
the fii'm of Tappan & Searie, Boston, joined him. 
The two brothers, who were engaged in similar pur- 
suits, visited London and several manufacturing 
towns in England, making their principal abode in 
Mancheater. Aa leiaure afforded, they visited places 
of interest, seized every opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with men and things in the land of their 
fathers, and made purchases of books and prints for 
their future gratification and improvement. Early 
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in the ensuing spring, having completed their pnr- 
chaees and forwarded their goods to Liverpool, they 
repaired there to ship the goods and embark for 
their native land. But as delays of various kinde 
occuri'ed, and Ai-thur was impatient to return to the 
■ "United States, he left his business with his brother, 
who shipped the goods of both, and embarked for 
home a few weeks after. 

On Arthur's return to Montreal, notwithstanding 
tiie gloomy state of political affairs between the 
United States and England, he did not anticipate 
any serious interruption to his mercantile business. 
On the contrary, he and his partner in trade antici- 
pated a career of success, so auspiciously begun. 

The following letters were written to his sister 
Eliza during his residence in Montreal : 

" MoNTRGAL, June 28, 1811 Although it ia 

now eleven at night, and I Lave just finished a hard 
day's work at the store, I cannot miss the opportu- 
nity by Mr. D to inform you of our health. . . . 

I am at the store and constantly hurried from morn- 
ing till ten and eleven at night." 

Writing to his sister of the iUnesB of hia wife, 
Montreal, March 10, 1812, he says; "The weather 
ii now fine, and we hope by riding out the fever will 
be surmounted. I wish oux' dear mother was here. 
She would he worth a thousand physicians," 

Writmg to the same. May 20, 1812, after descri- 
bing his domestic happiness, and expressing a sti'ong 
dcshe that his sister would visit him, he says : " I 
have written lately with considerable anxiety re- 
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spectmg the prospect of tliis country beiug made tha 
scene and theatre of war; but my fears are now 
very much abated, as you will naturally conclude 
from my urging you to visit us." 

The affairs between tho two countries became 
more and more serious, until tho Congress of the 
United States issued a declaration of war against 
Great Britain, in 1812, when an invasion of Canada 
by the United States forces was threatened. The 
two partners continued in Montreal, attending to 
their embarrassed business. They had the mortifi- 
cation to witness the United States soldiers, surren- 
dered by General Hull, marched through the streets 
of that city amid the derision of the people. As the 
war advanced, the Canadian government required 
all citizens of the United States living in Canada to 
take the oath of allegiance to the king of England, 
or to depart fi^om the province. Several who were 
engaged in trade at once took the oath, and some 
went so far as to exult in the disaster that had 
attended the American troops. 

Tappan and SewaU relused to take the oath of 
allegiance, and were therefore obhged-to quit the 
province rather summarily, and at a considerable 
sacrifice of property. The firm was dissolved, and 
the partners sought an asylum among their friends 
in the States. Such goods as were not prohibited 
by the order of Sir George Provost they brought 
away with them. The bonds given to the United 
States in this case were aftei-warda remitted by an 
act of Congress. Subsequently they were able, after 
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great exertions, to take away thfi residue of their 
goods, and the bonds given for them were also re- 
mitted by the same authority.. Still the losses were 
very severe, and the young merchants were gi-eatly 
disappointed at having their business prostrated 
and themselves nearly ruined. 

Soon after, he wrote to his sister: 

"AuiiKT, Sept-fl, isia. 

" . . . . Tou want to know what my future plans 

, and where I intend to fix my residence. I am 
about as much at a loss to give you a satisfactory 
reply, as I am to answer the inquiry that is some- 
times put to me of, ' "Where do you belong ?' To this 
inquiry I generally say, 'I belong where iiiy wife liap- 
to he at the time.'' My object in coming into the 
States was principally to look after the "debts due to 
my firm. Had it not been for this, I should not have 
relinquished the joys of my own fireside to become a 
wanderer without a place I can call my home. As 
it is, I can form at present no settled plan. My 
debtors are very scattered, and they will take up 
much of my time This town is most conveni- 
ent for me on account of my business, and I may 
conclude to remove here for a time. I am to leave 
again to-morrow for Vernon, where I go to receive 
Bome more of my goods on their way fi-om Canada. 
Those I have taken to New York are chieily sold, 
and at prices to save me fi'om loss." 

After leaving Montreal he returned to Canada 
for a short time, to try to collect some claims. The 
firm had dealt largely in blankets for the Indians, 
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and money was owing to them in several places. 
He used afterwards to laugh heartily in relating 
that he was aiTested about this time as a spy, by a 
British soldier, near the Canada line, whom he 
allowed to take him to the commandant without 
disclosing who he was. The commandant happened 
to be an old friend of his, and exclaimed on seeing 
him, "Ml'. Tappan, how came you here?" The sol- 
dier walked away, quite crestfallen. 

Hia next letter states that he left his wife and 
infant at Albany, in good health, wherfi he expects 
to reside with his family dui'ing the winter; and 
adds: 

" New Tone, Oct 30, 1812. 

" Alas I when shall I realize again those 

heart-thrilling delights which spring from the pos- 
session of a home I When I reflect on the happi- 
ness I possessed a few months since iu the bosom 
of my own httle family, where each morning and 
evening we united in praising the bounteous Giver 
of all our blessings, and felt our happiness increased 
by the pleasing exercise, the contrast my present 
situation presents spreads a melancholy over my feel- 
ings. But though this cruel war has made a sad " 
breach in my enjoyments, it has loft me much to 
be grateful for. It is not my disposition to ponder 
on misfortunes past, or waste my life in ungrateful 

anticipations of fnture ills Conid we view 

these httle changes as they are designed by -Prov- 
idence to weaken the ties that bind us to earth, they 
would have a most salutary effect on our hearta." 
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After a few montlia of restless inactivity, resi- 
ding at Nortliampton, Albany and Boston, endeav- 
oring to secure the pi-operty of the late firm in 
Canada, he proposed to his brother Lewis, who was 
then in the importing business in Boston, to fumieh 
him with a moderate capital, with which he could 
commence at New York the importation of British 
drygoods. An agreement was made, and a store 
hired at No. 1G2 Pearl-street, the style of the firm 
being Arthur Tappan & Co. 

The business was commenced soon after the 
treaty of peace with England in 1815. It was con- 
ducted successfully the first year; but in 1816 the 
importations so gi'eatly exceeded the demand, and 
the country was so flooded with goods impoi-ted by 
American merchants or consigned by Enghah man- 
ufacturers, that fi-eshly imported cotton goods from 
England were sold by the package at thirty or more 
per cent, less than cost and charges. It was neces- 
sary for Ai'thur Tappan & Co. to sell their goods at 
any rate, in order to make remittances to their bank- 
ers in London, who had come under acceptances 
for them to the manufacturers. Mr, Tappan, there- 
fore, finding it impossible to sell his goods at satis- 
factory prices, at private sale, and being ansaous to 
fulfil Ilia engagements abroad, disposed of a large 



part of them at auction, aud remitted tlie proceeds 
to £d gland. 

To facilitate the sale of the remaining goods, the 
packages were broken up, and the "jobbing" busi- 
ness was begun, that is, selling by the piece. To do 
thiH more advantageously, Mi'. Tappan quit the 
chambers he had occupied, and took another store, 
No. 120 Pearl-street, Hanover-square, on a lease of 
ten years, at a rent that appeai-s very inconsidera- 
ble at the present day, namely, one thousand dollars 
per annum, in a situation deemed so eligible at that 
time. In order to bo nearer to his place of busi- 
ness, he moved his residence to Gold-street, neai 
Maiden-lane, a street now occupied solely by stores. 

In August, 1817, he dissolved with his brother. 
The unfortunate result of the impoi-ting business 
had of course essentially lessened his means of pros- 
ecuting trade of any kind ; yet, without loss of cred- 
it, he resolved on persevering, and if possible, build- 
ing up a profitable establishment on the ruins of the 
previous one. With admirable courage he battled 
against adversity, hving economically, and workiitg 
laboriously early and late. Tor a time he associa- 
ted with himself one or more clerks as partners; 
and on dissolving with them, he formed a partner- 
ship, in 1826, with Mr. Charles Keeler and Mr. Alfi-ed 
Edwards, his nephew, the firm being as previously, 
Arthur Tappan & Co. 

After changing from the package to piece sales, 
he changed also the kind of goods he dealt in. 
Manchester cotton goods were superseded by India 
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and French goods. They wgre purchased in part at 
Boston, on the credit of Ids elder brother John, who, 
with his accustomed generosity, loaned both his 
money and credit. The business proved so success- 
ful, that in tlie course of two or three years the 
money was all repaid. 

The business was a cash business, and the prices 
but a small percentage over the cost. As the busi- 
Oiess increased, other merchants in the trade mar- 
Telled how it could be canied on advantageously. 
The fact was, the goods were chiefly bought in 
packages on a credit of four or six months, and sold 
by the piece at about the bare cost, the profits being 
only equivalent to the interest on the amount of the 
■Sales until the expiration of the credit. The low 
prices attwicted the attention of purchasers, and 
neighboring mei-chanta predicted that this new kind 
of business would soon come to a termination. 

One of them assured Mr. Tappau's brother that 
'lie was attempting a hazardous, and as he believed, 
$, ruinous business; that he was selling his goods at 
cost, and that he would find that the expenses 
Irould "eat him up." This was intimated to him; 
rat the shrewd man smiled, kept his own counsel, 
tnd persevered. The business rapidly increased, 
bud the smaU profit on the aggregate sales soon 
Amounted to a large sum. The number of salesmen, 
■few at first, wore soon increased, and ere long the 
?illt store of Arthur Tappan became known over the 
whole country, until the sales amounted to upwards 
of a mihion of dollars annually — an amount far 



short of what is sold at the present day by numer- 
0U8 dealers, bat considered at that period extremely 
large.* 

Prosperity did not seduce him into personal or 
family extravagances, or induce him to board riches. 
On the contrary, it led him to reflect seriously upon 
his obhgations as a steward of the Lord. His wife 
was already a member of an evangebcal churcli, and 
her influence undoubtedly had a salutary effect on 
a husband who always manifested for her a warm 
attachment. They attended the Presbyterian church 
in Murray-street, of which Rev. John M. Mason, 
D, Di, was the minister. He was at the time a man 
of commanding talents, unrivalled eloquence, and 
extensive influence. 

"When about thu-ty years of age, Mr. Tappan 
united with Dr. Mitson's church. He had never 
forgotten the instructions of pious parents while 
under their roof, nor the faithful counsel they had 
given him in their letters in subsequent years. He 
had been a child of prayer, and the strong faith 
evinced by his parents, especially by his mother, 

* It would amase the millionaires in trade, at the present time, 
to know what notions respecting trade prevailed half a century 

Bgo. A neighbor, Mr. A , is said to hoiTe stepped into the Btora 

of tte late Stephen 'Whitney, when the following dialogna took 

place: Mr. A : " What amount of gooda do yon think Attlini 

Tappan sold last year V Mr. W : " I do n't know ; bnt tliey 

do a large businesa. and I should not be auiprised to learn that 
their siUes amounted to four or five hundred thoogand dollars." 

Mr. A -: "You are right; their sales last ye!r, it is said, were 

balf a milUbu of doUars." Mr. W replied : "Only think of 

thutl" 



HIS BENEVOLEHOB. 

made his conyei'sion not an unexpected, although it 
■was n joyful eTent to her and his other Chi-istian 
irienda. The mother's fervent prayers were answered. 
What encouragement must she have derived from 
Hbe fulfilment of the divine promise, to pray for the 
■flonversion of other children and grandchildren! 
*'The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
jivaileth much." 

About this time he had the pleasure of welcom- 
ing to the city hia youngest sieter, with whom he 
liiad corresponded at an earlier period, and for whom 
he had much affection. She was manied ia 1817 to 
Alesawder Phcesis of New York. The brother and 
'Sister both anticipated much happiness as residents 
itrf the same city, and during the brief period it 
pleased God to spare her valuable life, the anticipa- 

a. was fully realized. Her sudden death in 1819, 
boweverj in her twenty-ninth year, blighted these 
fcnd hopes. He found consolation in this bereave- 
(nent where alone it can be found, in the character 
imd service of an Almighty helper and supporter. 

Dr. Mason took notice of his activity and conse- 
cration o£ property at an early date. On looking at 
k subscription paper, soon after Mr, Tappan had 
united with his church, as his son Eev. Erskine 
Uason afterwards related, he said : " That subscrip- 
aon of Arthur Tappan I regard as the best subscrip- 
Sion on the paper, for it cames the heari] with it, 
md is a large sum in proportion to his ability." 
Uter Dr, Mason's reUnquishment of the pastoral 
I he was succeeded by Bev. Dr. Snodgrass, 
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updt whose miniBtry Mr, and-Mia. Tappan attended. 

Aa his success in business increased, so did his giv- 
ing to benevolent objects. It was his prajtirful 
inquiry: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
He resolved on consecrating a large portion of his 
gains to the cause of the Kedeemer, by engaging, 
heart and purse, in the benevolent operations of the 
day. 

It was a marvel to many persons that a man who 
appeared to be so enterprising in business, and so 
bent on making money, should be so distinguished 
for his benevolence ; and one intimated that philan- 
thropic deeds and money-making were at war with 
each other. "If a man of business is also a philan- 
thropist," said this person, " he is in danger, while 
ho is laying up treasure in heaven, of losing it on 
earth." This was quite plausible; and yet Mr. 
Tiippan endeavored to unite the seemingly opposite 
traits of being benevolent and yet energetic in 



He perceived the reason why there are no more 
persons of enlarged philanthropy among men of 
business, and why those who are benevolently dis- 
posed frequently act by fits and starts. He saw the 
diffioultiea and temptations that influence men of this 
class, and that too often lead them to vacillate, and 
sometimes dissemble or betray a righteous cause. 
He was aware also that some merchants who pro- 
fessed anti-slavery sentiments made cowardly eom- 
phances in theii" intercourse with slavoholding cus- . 
tomers; but he believed that the principal part of 
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those who avowed such convictions were niade uf 
"sterner stuff," and maintained their principles oven 
if adherence to them lessened their gains. He hon- 
ored such. 

In his own case, his open avowal of anti-slavery 
sentiments, and his steatlfaat maintenance of thorn, 
saved him from losses he might, by a coutrarj 
course, have incnrred. There were rivi^ in his line 
of business, who urged their claims upon Southern 
patronage by alleging that they were free from the 
taint of abohtionism. Some of this class became 
engulfed in embarrassment and even ruin on account 
of attracting to their stores unpi-inciplod Southern 
:(raders. They thus found, to their disappointment 
,d dismay, that there is "no friendship in trade." 
[One or more of these firms that undertook to build 
Up their fortunes on the predicted ruins of Arthur 
'appan's business, suffered so much and so speed- 
ly by the jxifronmje of the " Southrons," that they 
the subjects of derision even of men who "sold 
principles with their goods." 
An old friend of his, now hving, says: "I was 
it associated with Aiihur Tappan in 1820, in aid- 
the 'American Sunday-school Union' in estab- 
• liahing schools in the valley of the Mississippi. At 
a piiblic meeting in Masonic Hall, he gave five thou- 

Ia,ad dollars to the object," About the same time, 
t the suggestion of Kev. JosAs King, late mission- 
ry to Greece, he forwarded money for the estab- 
ghment of a scholarship in the "Theological Semi- 
ary at Andover," as appears by the following : 
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Cmon, N. J., Bellvilij: P. O., SepL 15. 1853. 
Mb. J. L. Tstlob: 

Dear Sm : 1 Imye yours of the 13t!i mat. , find am happy 
to learn the Hcholarnbip eHtablished in the Andover Theologi- 
oal Seminary by me, thiongh the intervention of my friend 
Jonas King, haa been instrumental of good. It was gireo. 
for the purpoBB of being applied in iiid of needy und deser- 
ving young men seeking the gospel ministry ; and my wiah 
has been, and stilT is, that the income arising from the gift 
may continue to be so apphed, in the absence of any nomina- 
tion by me, by the trusteea to one or more such students in 
your seminary as they shall designate. 

I am very respectfully your obedient servant, 

ABTHUM TAPPAN, 



In your paper I noticed an article with regard to the late 
Arthur Tappoii, which reminded me of an act ot benevo- 
lence performed by him about forty-five years t^Oj and known, 
perhaps only by me, or some one who may have examined 
the books of the Troiisurer of the Theological Seminary at 
Andover. 

I took tea with him one evening at the time above men- 
tioned, and in conversation I spoke of the establishment ot a 
acholurship at Andover, which I considered of some intpot* 

Soon after this I left for Andover, where I was going to 
spend a year as resident 'licentiate, and in a few days I re- 
ceived from Mr. Tappan a letter enclosing a check or order 
from him for the payment of sixteen hundred dollars (81,600) 
for the establishment of a soliolorship as above mentioned. 
This I handed over to Mr. Farrar, the then treasurer of the 
seminary. 

I auppoae, of course^ the money was appliod to the object 
tor which it was solicited by me and given by Mr. Tappun. 
Tours truly, JONAS KING. 

He became an efficient meinber of the "Amen- 
can Bible Society," whicL had been formed in 1816; 
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Bnbsequently of the "American Tract Society;" and 
in these and various other ways ho aimed to be 
faithful, as a good stewai'd of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to promote the cauae of evangelical religion to 
the extent of his ability. The claims of foreign and 
domestic missions, of edncation, and of the poor, 
were near hia heart, and he contributed to them, 
in labor and money, with cheei'fidness and liber- 
ality. 

From Gold-ati-eot he moved hia residence to 
WhitehaU-atreet, Here he lived very pleasantly 
three or foui- yeai'a, when he moved to No. 19 Broad- 
way. After residing here about an equal time, he 
inirchased the houae No. 25 Beach-street, opposite 
it, John's Park, and took up hia abode there. At 
be opposite side of the park, comer of Varick and 
tiaight streets, was a Presbyterian church, of which 
. Samuel H. Cox was pastor ; and to this church 
and Mrs. Tappan transferred their membership. 
had for a snmmer reaidence a hired houae at 
Bloomingdale, on the bank of the North river, six 
ea from the City Hall, where his friend Pelatiah 
Pent afterwards resided. At another season, he 
scupied, during the summer months, a house on 
Dve-lane, where his former pastor. Dr. Maaon, had 
reviously lived. This location was near the Bloom- 
Ingdale-road, now an extension of Broadway. It 
then a rural situation, and considered quite out 
the country. During their residence on Love- 
i6, thoy attended the Presbyterian church on 
■street, near Broadway; and they ever after 
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tfit a -warm Eriendsbip for the pastor, Kev. Matthias 
Bi-uen.* 

"Writing to his eldest daughter, 30th August, 
1826, after speaking of his intention to Tisit the 
Catskill mountains with his wife, he says; 

" , . . , I enclose a short letter received fi'om your 
grandfather since you left us. Tou will see that 
your cousin Ann has been made the instrument in 
the hands of God of awakening great attention to 
religion at the place where Mr. Wilder now resides-t 
This will be interesthig news for you to communi- 
cate to Mra, Sexton, Mr. "Wilder's sister. Your 
grandfather feels exceedingly anxious for his grand- 
children, that the last prayers of your departed 
grandmother may be answered. These prayers, you 
know, were for the salvation of their precious souls. 
Since your grandmother's death, several of your 
cousins have experienced that change of heart which 

* Mi. Bcnen had a brilliant career as a scholar, phSanthropiat, 
and minister of tlie gospel, bnt was cut down bj s. short and dis- 
tressing illness, September 6, 1629, aged 3U years. He studied 
with Br. MiiBOQ, vos ordained in London, passed six months in 
ForiB, and was employed as a, missionary in the cily of New York. 
Dnring his labors he collected the Bleecker-street congregation. 
The American Home MiEHionary Society, the Bible, the Suuday- 
Bchool, the Tract, the Foreign Misaion Societies engaged his 
efforts. He was the corresponding secretary of the General Union 
for Promoting the Observance of the Christian Sabbath, and died 
greatly beloved. 

t 'He cousin aUnded to was Ann Tappan, afterwards Mrs. 
Brewster, now deceased, the daughter of Arthur's brother William 
She was hut fifteen years of ago when, in Mr. Wilder's fnmily at 
Ware, Mass., she exerted a happy infltience among the young 
people of the Tillage, during a revival, in leading them to the Bov- 
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I We are told ia the word of GotT is absolutely ueces- 
I sary to salvation,* 

" My beloved daughter, your parents feel a ten- 
r solicitude for your soul, and those of our other 
I dear children. It depends now on yourself whether 
I you wiU share in the blessing that your graudmoth- 
\ er's last prajera were put up for, and which God 
I ias so evidently shown he ia ready to bestow. And 
I Tfill you not accept the blessing ? Shall God wait 
I to be gi'acioua, and will you reject Lis offers of 
I mercy ? If you are wdhng, go to your room and 
I tell God so, and plead with him that he ■rfill make 
I you still more willing. Plead earnestly, and depend 
Ipn it you wOl not be sent away empty. 

"I am your affectionate father, 

"A. TAPPAN." 

Daring the moat prosperous years of Mr. Tap-' 

^an's life, he bought what he considered a more 

permanent residence for his family. In 1828, he 

purchased of Professor 8. F. B. Morao, of telegraphic 

celebrity, the house in New Haven, in Temple-street, 

K formerly occupied by the professor's father, Eev. Dr. 

i^edediah Morse. There he had a house and garden 

lat greatly pleased him, and his family enjoyed 

idvantages thoy had not hitherto possessed. He 

Icoidd visit them once a week at least, after the toil 

lof a week's labor in New York, and find some res- 

Fpite fi'om the turmoil of the mercantile metropolis. 

s n reranrknble fnct. that wilhin rt year or two »ftor the 

aatb ot Mrs. Karah Tappaa, iipn'tirdH of twenty of her Bviind. 

hildreu were hopefully converted. Many of her graQdoliililren. 

d been oooTerted preTiously. 
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Mr. Tappan imputed Lis success in trade to what 
was then somewhat of a novelty. "The secret of 
our success was tliis," he said. "I had but ons 
pria?, and sold for cash or short credit." But it 
was also owing to another cause, which his modesty 
prevented him from stating. This was his babb 
iNTEQEro'. His customers had the fullest confidence 
that when they made purchases at his store, they 
would not be clieated by false weights, or measui'eSj 
orrfugitive colora. Every thing was what it was 
represented to be. Even those purchasers who dis- 
Hked his opinions, and also those who professed to 
hate him and his philanthropic and rehgious charac- 
ter, highly prized the principles on which he con- 
ducted business, especially when they were the par- 
ties benefited. Even slaveholding merchants, who 
were in the constant practice of robbing their poor 
victims, were more than satisfied with the treatment 
they received at his hands.* 

The confidence felt was so great, that merchants 

• It WHB thought at that daj. but not now, that it was a. heayy 
and nnjiistiflubto charge to bring aguinst a slavehuldaT, that ha 
robbed hia " serrants ;" bnt if they had felt the force of what is 
said by the apostle James, the; might have ucknowled^d its 
trathf iilaesa ; "Behold, the hire of the lahorora who have reaped 
down your fieldH, which jb or roc kkpt back bt riiiHD, orieth : 
imd the cries of theni which have rtuped &re entered into the aufs 
of the Lord of Subaotli." Jos. 5 : 4, 
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to visited the city to make their purchases, would 
fequently lay aside the goods they wanted, imme- 
Biately on arriviiig in the city, with full confidence 
lat if any article fell in price in the market, before 
Shey made up their assortment, a redoction would 
be made with or without their asking it. Merchants 
from distant places, who eould not conveniently 
Loome to the city, some of them being imacquainted 
lersoually with Mr, Tappan, would send their orders 
T the goods they wanted — often considerable quan- 
itities — with entire confidence that they would be 
Bselected with eare, and put at the lowest market 
rice, the same as if they had been on the spot. 
Ihis principle of trade may be in practice now, and 
JTobably is in some cases, but it was considered 
we at the time, and Mr. Tappan enjoyed a large 
monopoly of it. The surprise is that it is not uni- 
Tersal, as confidence is the life of trade, often bujh 
plying the place of a capital, and enabling a mer- 
chant to ti'ansact business with the best portion of 
dealers. 

It is an old saying, " Honesty is the best policy." 
■obn Howe, a highly respected citizen of Boston, 
|rho amassed a fortune in the lumber business, used 
" If there were no principle in the case, I 
uld be honest from pohey; it is the surest way to 

3 money."* 

The " one price" rule occasioned one day no lit- 
B merriment in the store. The wife of an American 
intleman, who had long resided in London, and 
* Oiand&iUiBr of Colonel Frank E. Howe of Kew York, 
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wLo was herself an Amertcati woman, being i 
New York, thought it a good opportunity to 8it| 
ply horself with India crapea, then much in jfognfl 
After inquiring for the best "place to make he 
purchases she th-ove to the store of Arthur Taj 
pan & Co., accompanied by her " secretary," 
had not been there long before one of the clerll 
came in haste to the desk of one of the partner! 
and said, "Will you come, sir, and see a lady whi 
insists upon having a reduction in the price of th 
goods; she will fake no denial; is making much die 
turbance, and insists npon seeing one of the part 
ners." On his approaching, she said, in an excite^ 
manner, " This clerk refuses to sell me these crapt 
at the price I offer for them, and I have sent for yoi 
to direct him." 

The rule of the store was explained to her, as tij 
clerk had previously attempted, and the reason 
it3 adoption was given ; but it was all to no piai 
pose; she raised her voice, appeared very angrj 
and said : " I came to this shop to lay out considex 
able money; I want some pieces of these goods fo 

myself, and some for my friends, Lady A , th4 

Duchess B— — , Lady C , etc.; your clerk ■wit 

not oblige rae, talks about a rule; I never heard d 
such a rule in any London shop; there they let nu 
have goods at my own price. If I can't buy al 
prices I think reasonable, I shall not come here td 
purchase any more." Finding that neither the ain 
ghe put on, nor her threats had succeeded, she quij 
the premiBes, to the no small amusement of man; 



[ 

^H Mr. Tappan fGltain after-life, the injury that had 
^B&esiilted from his not pursuing the system he adopt- 
ed when he commenced the jobbing business in 
Pearl-street, of selling only for cash, or short notes, 
rere called, payable, with interest, at soma 
.nt. The general practice of merchants, at that 
y, the earnest solicitations of his customers, the 
iptations to Bell at greater profits, and the ap- 
,rent success of the credit system, influenced Tiim 
depart, by degrees, from the rule he had estab- 
lished, until his. principal saleswere made on credit. 
He conducted this credit business also disadvanta- 
geously, compared with neighbors in the same kind 
of business, for as he had but one price, and they 
generally had prices suited to the length of the 
credit given, he could not afford to take the risks of 
pxilonged credits, as others did. 

. Had he rigidly adhered to the wise rule adopted 
at an early period, he would have saved himself 
great anxiety and perplexity, probably acquired in 
the end more property, and been able thus to extend 
the sphere of his usefulness by still more Hberal 
benefactions. He saw this, when it was too late, and 
r^retted it, and hoped others might profit by pur- 
ig a different course.* 

In the year 1821 Mr. Tappan made himself an 
inorary director of the "New York Evangelical 
isionary Society." He also constituted himself a 
• Bee Appendii 2, for facta ig relation to the credit Bjatem. 



THE CASH SYSTEM. 73 

the clerks and customers, who witnessed the 
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member for life of tbe "Toung Men's Missionary 
Society of New Tork" in the same year; and in 
1824 a member of the " United JJomestic MissionSr 
ary Society." In 1S2G lie made himself a director 
for life of the " American Home Missionary Society," 
at its organization. He was also the auditor of the 
Society from its beginning till 1839, thirteen years. 

In the year 1824 he exerted himself'on behalf of 
the tract cause, giving his time and money freely. 
In February, 1825, he was surprised by a call at hia 
store before sunrise. It was by Bev. William A. 
Hallock from the New England Tract Society, pro- 
posing to form a National Tract Society in New 
Tork. Meetings for prayer and conaultition were 
held. He gave $6,000 for that object, which was soon 
increased to $20,000. The site of the present Tract 
House, 150 Nassau-streets, was bought, the corner- 
stone laid May 11th, officers were chosen, he was 
elected Chairman of the Finance Committee, and 
devoted himself with undying ardor and success to 
its besl interests, as will further appear in subsequent 
pages. 

It has been already stated that after the forma- 
tion of the "American Bible Society" he took a deep 
interest in its success. Besides subscribing liberally 
to its funds, he made himself and several of his 
friends life directors, circulated many copies of the 
Sciiptures, and gave other substantial proofs of his 
attachment to the cause. 

In 1825, Mr. Tappan was a member of a oom- 
laittee of the managers "to devise and take meas- 
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rea to raise by subscription the requisite sum to 

f off the Jebt remaining due on the building of 

^e American Bible Society." It seems he declined 

Ebe election as a manager in that year on account 

fOf other engagements, but being reheved, in some 

e, of the pressure of business, he was reiflect- 

l.ed in 1828, and accepted the trust. By the record 

E'Of the society it appears that on the 23d April, 1829, 

Mb faTorite plan of his was brought before the man- 

Eagers for supplying every family in the countrywith 

a copy of the Bible, he having pledged himself that, 

I'ptoTided the board of managers shoidd adopt a 

resolution to recommend to the society at its then 

■approaching anniversary, " to supply every family in 

Bie United States with a Bible, that may be wiUing 

buy or accept one," and the said resolution should 

> adopted by the society, he would contribute 

towards its accoraplishmenfi, the sum of $5,000. 

His proposition appears to have been accepted, 
for at the annual meeting of the American Bible 
Jociaty, in the following month, on motion of the 
■. Dr. Milnor, seconded by Dr. Boyd, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 

Sesoleed, This society, with a reliance oa Divine aid, wiU 
r to Hupply all the destitute families in the United 
tfttea with the Holy Scriptures, thnt stay be -willing to puf- 
receive them, within ilia apace of two years, prBvided 
infficient means be famished by auiihories and beuevolent 
Individuals in season to enable the board of managers to carry 
s resolution into effect. 
It does not appear that he tept any list of Ma 
mmerous gifts to benevolent objects. Neither was 
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he aooustomed to talk about them. If he had seen 
them paraded in newspapers it ivould have disturbed 
him. He dehghted in giving to good objects with- 
out solicitation, and felt a satisfaction in often anti- 
cipating the calls of the " Lord's collectors." 

Yet he did not give to every object patronized 
bj good men. The calls of this sort for his charita' 
ble consideration were very numerous ; these visita 
sometimes annoying him by their length and nnsea- 
Bonableness. 

Occasionally the manosnvres of persons soliciting 
his aid called forth his.reproofs, as in the case of a 
distinguished lawyer, who called upon him at his 
store to Bohcit a contribution set on foot by a broth- 
er, a celebrated doctor of divinity. Mr. Tappan did 
not seem disposed to comply with the request. The 
applicant became importimate, and said : " I want 
your name more than your money ; be so kind as to 
head the subscription, and you will not be called 
upon for the money." Instead of being flattered by 
such a request, he made the jiroposer of it feel 
abashed for having intimated to him such a propo- 
sal. His manner, if not his words, said: "Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this thing?" 

Among his benefactions were the following : 
1. Tp the AuBUHN Theological Semisaet, New 
York, as appears by the farewell addi-ess to the 
graduating class of 1865, by Professor Hopkins, who 
stated that " Mr, Tappan was the eiu'ly friend of the 
seminary, donating it the sum of $15,000," which 
"at once set its wheels fully in motion, by enabling 
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[the tnistees to secure the valuaLIe services of its 
first professor in theology, tlie late Dr. Richards." 
2. To the MTT.u nn Pimjfebsoiiship in Kenjon Col- 
lege, Gambier, Ohio. Prom stateraenta made inci- 
dentally by Bishop CaASB, at different times, it ap- 
pears that Arthur Tappan of New York, originated 
the moTement by oflering $1,000, provided $10,000 
should be subscribed. Bishop Chase contributed 
|1,000, but who made up the balance cannot now be 
ascertained. 

. The Tale College Friro. Dr. Bacon, in his 
1 on the death of Aiihtu- Tappan, says ; " And 
■when it appeared that the young men, aided by tliat 
' society [Ameiican Education Society] were hindered 
. from coming to Yale College, because there was at 
i that time no funds, as at other colleges, for the pay- 
rment of their tuition-bills, he assumed, in 1828, the 
pteeponsibility of paying for the tuition of all bene- 
I ficiaries here, till the number should be more than a 
Ijinndred." Allusion ia made to this, in an article 
I in the " New York Observer," of August 16, 1828, as 
I follows : 



.8 UDiIeratood that a bene-voleLt individual fina ofler- 

d to pay tbe tuition, at Yale College, of one huiKlred indi- 

Went pious studeuta, wlio ore looldiig torwnrd to tlie gospel 

listry. The pvioe o£ tuition being ^33 a year, the offer is 

~ eqaivalent to $3,300 I>er annum, for four yeare. In conse- 

qiieuoa the directors of the Connecticut Branoh of the Amer- 

ietui Eduoution Society issued a t^irculor. 

The follovping note from the president of the col- 
■ Jege relates to the same subject : 
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Yale CoLLens. August 28, IBSS. 

Dear Sir : I tnke [lartioulai" satisfai^tkin iii comiutiiii(»- 
ting tlie enclosed vote of oiir corporation, and in expresstog 
my personal acknowledgments for the deejj interest vhich 
yon hare in the most efficient manner mmufeated in the pro- 
motion of edncation npon Cliristian principlee, and the im- 
portant aid which yon hare given in time of difficulty and 
danger, to sustain the cause of piety and induatiy aud order 
ia the college. 

May the lilessing of heaven ever rest upon you, and on 
your unwearied eflorta to advance the interests of truth and 
righleouHncHS. Witli afFet^tionate ondiiigh regard, your obe- 
dient semmt, • JEREllIAH DAT. 

The followiug was the vote alluded to in the 
above note : 

At a meeting of the president and follows of Yale Col- 
lege, September 20, 1832 : 

Voted, That the thanks of this board be presented by the 
president to Arthur Tappan, for the genorona provision whictL 
he has made for paying the tuition of more than twenty 
etadents in the present and preceding graduating closaeB, 
during the whole of their collogiattt course, amounting in the 
whole to tour thousand and forty-eight dollars. 

A true copy of record taken by JEREMIAH DAT. 

4. AMEiiicAN Education SocietS'. He took very 
great interest in E,ov. Mr. Comeliua' efforts on behalf 
of thi^ society, while he was aecretaiy. He often con- 
ferred with him at his honse, and had much corre- 
spondence with him. Prom letters to this devoted 
seiTanfc of Christ, wiitten between 1827 and 1830, 
taken from the files of that society, and kindly fur- 
nished by its present secretary, Eev. Increase S. 
Tarbox, the following extracts are made : 

"I have consulted Dr. Spring regarding the indi- 
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■viduals named by you as speakers at the amiiversaiy 
of tile Education Society. ... I hope tbe sum voted 
by the Presbyterian Society last evening, will en- 
courage you a little The Young Men's Society 

have their anniversary to night, and hope to get 

some money If, with all your effoiia at the 

east, to provide for the next quarterly payments, 
you are likely to fail, I hope yoa will let ua know of 
it through the 'Kecorder,' and I will try to get you 
something more from our society here. If you do 
not like to publish your necessities to the world, 
please let me know privately. Tou know the great 
■interest I take in your labors. May God spare your 
'health and prosper your efforts. 

" Tours, very respectfully, and affectionately, 
■■ARTHUR TAPPAN. 
'December 11. 1S27." 

On the fifth of March, 1828, he writes: " I 

^perceive by your favor of the 24th ult., that God is 
■trying your faith by obliging you to remain compar- 
■atively inactive. I sincerely regret the cause of this 
suspension of your active efforts, and hope your 
dear vrife will soon be in tlie enjoyment of perfect 
liealtb. Perhaps you will not regret having been 
prevented coming here at this moment, when yoii 
learn that money is so exceedingly scarce, and so 
much distress is consequently felt," etc. 

On the 13th of March he refers to his former let- 

ir and writes more encouragingly : " It ia 

painful to me than I have words to express to 
tontemplate any suspension in this and similar 



it 
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efforts wnen so much is tu be done. 1 am happy to 
say, that there are iuiUcationa that the pressure for 
money ie aubsidhig. It is my present opinion that 
the first of April will be the most favorable moment 
for you to be hero, and I would recommend that yon 
make arrangements with that view. StCl, I am 
sensible that you wiU not labor to so gi'eat advan- 
tage as you might at some other period. Every one 
■will be influenced more or leas in their feehnga by 
the recent smart, which a scarcity of money has 
made all feel, and which ■will, I fear, have the effect 
to make people less liberaL The hearts of men are 
in the hands of Him who has promised to give the 
heathen to our Saviour for an inheritance; and 
abundant encouragement has been afforded the past 
year for us to beheve that God is waiting to second 
and gloriously prosper every effort of his children 
for the advancement of the Bedeemer's kingdom 
on the earth." 

On the 28th of March he writes approvingly of 
the resolutions to be offered at the meeting in New 
Tork, that Mr. Cornelius had forwarded for his ex- 
amination, and that of another friend. He also 
alluded to different gentlemen who had been pro- 
posed as speakers; to suitable places where the 
meeting might be held, and adds : 

"The Executive Committee of the Presbyterian 
Education Society is called together .... We have 
no money in tlie treasury, and I see no way but 
borrowing to provide a considerable sum due in 
ipril to the beneficiaries under oui" cai"o. I think 
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we shall rather resort to boirowing than appeal to 
the public just on tha eve (as we hope) of jour com- 
ing here to present the subject, as any call, however 
insignificant, would be seized by some as an excuse, 
when applied to by you- . . . 

"I leam with much concern from your letters, 
ihat Mrs. ComeHus is still feeble. If you will bring 
her with you, and leave her with us while you go 
South and West, Mrs. Tappan ami myself will be 
happy to entertain her, and will do all we can to 
make her comfortable. "What say you to this? Mrs. 
Tappan joins me in this invitation, and you know 
we never make empty professions. Caimot you 
dispose of your childi'en in such a way that Mi's. 
Cornelius woidd be at ease about them? ... I hope 
jou intend to make an effort in this city this spring. 
Money is still scarce, though I think getting less 
It will be a bad year for merchants generally. 
This should not slacken, but induce greater efforts. 
May I suggest an affectionate remembrance to your 
dear wife? In Christian bonds, youi's respcetfully." 

He writes agam, October 24th, 1829: "Our 
mutual and truly valuable Mend, Bev. Mi-, Patton, 
■wrote you yesterday, giving you advice of some in- 
teresting events that have transpired here. A gi-eat 
pflfort is evidently making to build up the General 
isaeviUy Education Board, and there is no Httle 
Sanger in my opinion, of the whole Presbyterian 
church deserting your society. I think you had 
better visit us soon, meet our board, and by arran- 

g for some alterations in the constitution of your 
4* 
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nodtiiy, wbtch appear to be advisable, preroit the ' 
disaffection among oar friends, vhicli we are tlireat- 
en^ with." 

Being at NorthamptoD, Hsas^ on a Tisat to his 
aged fiither, be writes, January SOth, 1830, to Mr, 
Cornelias, as follows: ". . , , I write now to recom- 
mend to jonr attention, and tbrongh jon to your 
board, Mr. Robert O. Dwigbt, now in this town, as 
a suitable person to hll the office of treasurer. I 
have entire confidence in his integrity, and believe 
him fully competent to the business. If the board 
shall tbuik fit to appoint him, and he can be per- 
suaded lo accept, I will be his bondsman, provided it 
in mndu the duty of the treasurer to deposit in bank 
tlie money of the society, in the name of the society. 
I sujjpose the bondsman would then only take the 
risk of the integrity of the treasurer ; and it is with 
this view, and in the hope of doing a service to the 
Booioty, that I offer to be the bofidsman." 

Being at home in New York, he addressed the 
following letter to Mr. Cornelius, which ia inserted 
at length : 

To Mn. OoKNBLius. New York, April U, IBBD, 

Env. AMD Ukas Sir ; I have yoni' mtich. esteemed letter 

^yy Bi'V. Mr. Petora, ruiii linve ooiiferred \vitb our brother 

PnttOQ on Its I'ontouts, Bq in possessed of my viewa, imA 1 

biiliovfl we nro of oiie mind. I feel the importance of the 

dutiliL'rutJona of yniir board at this eveutftil crisis, and would, 

it 1 poftslLly uould. weompiuiy oiir delegation. I hope that 

my not duing bo will not convey the impression thut I do not 

attnoli vwit importance to yunt removal to this city. Yoa 

, kttow whnt lioa been said by a stauoii friend to voluntaij 

' 'iHnolfttiouB about A congregational "probe." If yon come 



r 
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hesee, (let me repeat it,) it mnst be in sitch a manner as to take 
away all suspicion tliut you are not a thorongli-going Presby- 
terian. By enlarging the branch of the Presbyterian Socie- 
ty, the uppoaronce of " lotting down " may bo avoided, at the 
same time the dutiea of the eecretory of the branch will be 
increased, and those of your successor at Boston lessened. I 
do not like the plan you HUggest of forming a new aoaiety. 
Any important alterationB in our organization will be likely to 
strengthen and extend the impression among those who wish 
ns iU, that our past plana have not beea founded in wisdom. 
They woidd take fresh courage from what would be construed 
into a defeat on our part. As to permanent funds, ne have 
none now, and we may avoid having any in futore, if it is 
thonght best. 

I feel that it is asking mnch of onr eastern brethen to 
propose to them to give you lip, but they are accustomed to 
taking enlarged views of the interests of Zion, and wUl as- 
cuse US for calculating much on their disinterestedness. I 
have all the feelings of an eastern man, atiit bnt little of the 
Presbyterian, escept the name. If I know my own heart, I 
have no sedarian. or sectiimal feehnga. I wish only for that 
which shall residt in the greatest good. May God direct 
your delibemtions, and thea I know all wilt be for the best, 
whether the result is lor you to coma here or not. II Provi- 
dence shonld so order it as to fix yonr residence here, yon 
will be welcomed by many, but by none with mora sincerity 
than by Mrs. Tappan and myself. 

He Tvrote to the same, April 29, 1830, of Us 
' appUcation to the trustees of the Brick church, in 
■which to hold the expected meeting and adds: "Mrs. 
Tappan and myself- will expect jou to come to our 
house, and we shall be disappointed if yon do not. 
If Dr. Eeecher comes ivith you, please say to him, 
we shall be happy to accommodate him also. Dr. 
Edwards is with us, bo that we can promise you 
Bome good company." 
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Both Mr. and Mrs. Tappim, it seerca, wefe not 
negligent of the apostolic injunctions, "use hospi- 
tality," and " be not forgetful to entertain stran- 



On the 19th and 27th of October, 1830, he writes 
to Dr. Comeliua, (for it seems that some college bad 
affixed D. D. to his honored name,) of his meeting 
with the executive committee, the appointment of 
agents, and sundry other matters of the new soCiety, 

and concludes as follows : " I regret that your 

society is embarrassed in its pecuniary concerns. If 
I bad any voice in your committee, I would urge an 
entire Hquidation of all your permanent funds — 
scholarship and all. Let all be expended, and by 
the time this is done, we may hope to see the self- 
educating system so far perfected as to make very 
little aid neeessary for the young men. The con- 
sent of those who have given the money must of 
course be obtained, but sooner than have the mill- 
stone of permanent funds around the neck of the 
society, I would give back the money, if consent 
cannot be had to use it." 

Dr. ComeUus had a ready wit, that was a valua^ 
ble aid in bis arduous labors, of which the fol'owing 
is a specimen: On a certain occasion, he entered 
Mr. Tappan's store and asked to see him. As he 
came in, another partner, who was not then per- 
sonally acquainted with him, accosted him as a pur- 
chaser of goods, hiforming him that they hod just 
received a largo assortment of a particular article 
that he should be happy to show to him, etc. " "Will 
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yon just examine the goods, air?" ""Why no, not 
now," replied Mr. Cornelius, "I have come for the 
proceeds."* 

Mr, Tappan'a letters to Dr. Comeliue are similar 
to those be was accustomed to write to the actua- 
ries of dift'erent benevolent societies from hia little 
recess near the centre of his store, with his bank 
books, bills of purchases, and papers of Tariouakinda 
lying about his desk. While cnstomora doubtless 
imagined that the silent person, standing or sitting 
there, was wholly engrossed with his financial con- 
cerns, his purchasea and payments and the oversight 
of his large business, the prominent thoughts in his 
mind were the sayings of his Master : " The field is 
the world " — ■" Occupy til! I come." 

He managed in the midst of business, to have 
considerable leisure, apd it was his habit to have 
no spare chair to offer to callers. When a friend or 
stranger honored him with a call, his practice was 
to rise and receive him with much economy of 
speech, and as no seat was atf hand, the person, 
whoever he was, soon took his departure fi-om the 
taeitnrn and busy merchant. There were excep- 
tions to this rule, however, and when one or more 
venerable persons waited upon him, with affairs 
they deemed very important, he would, if not par- 

"Kbt. Dr. Eliae Cornelius died at Dr. Hhwob', in Hartford, 
I Ooim., oa Snbbath morning, February 13, 1B33, of brain faver, 
1 "bronght on probubly by eieeBsiva care, toil, and labor." Hia 
r age was only 37. He was indeed a bnraiDB and shining light 

The memoir of Dr. Comelins, by Bev. B. B. Edwards, -wua pnb- 

liBbed in 1833, 
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ticiilarlj engaged, have cliaifs brought for them, 
and listen to their story. 

Neither did he spend much time in eating and 
drinking, A cracker and tumbler of water sufficed 
for a luncheon. He ate to live, but did not hve to 
eat, being always very abstemious, as well from 
principle as from regard to his invariable head- 



He took a deep interest in the settlement of 
Bev. Joseph S. CsBiSTMi*, over the Bowery Presby- 
terian church, in the city 'of New York, and cherish- 
ed pleasing anticipations of the usefulness of this 
youthful and popular preacher. Mr. Ohristmas had 
been pastor of the American Presbyterian church in 
Montreal, and removed to New York in expectation 
that a change of climate would be beneficial to his 
health. His new charge, however, soon experienced 
a sad disappointment, as, after a ministry of only a 
few months, he died at the age of 27, having been 
seriously ill only three or four days.* 

Like the youthful and celebrated Rev. Thomas 
" Mr. CliriatmaH, in eiirly life, had a pnBsion for painting, to 
■which art he intended to devote his hfe ; but, becoming reUgions, 
be reaolved to be occupied in niore important and useful toils. 
Hia fotber was vary soUcitonH that he ahonld ba a. phyBidan, and 
made all tho arrungomentB for his entering upon fha study of 
physio. The son whs constrained by a sense of religions duty to 
disappoint the paternal hopes. He studied theology at Princeton, 
and in 1 624 went to Canada, where he was ordained to the gospel 
nuDistry. Here he labored npwards of three years, when ill 
health compelled liim to aak a disminsion. Soon after, he lost both 
of his children, and, iu a, little time, his wife. "Oh, beware of 
Ihe worldl" was her counsel. " How deeply am I oonrinoed thot 
the trorldly intercourse of professing ChriatianH is utterly wrong I 



EEV. JOSEPH S. CHRISTMAS. 



87 



f Spesces, of Liverpool, England, wlioso ministration 

' attracted throngs of deliglited hearers, when Mr. 

Tappan was in that town in 1810 and 1811, and 

whose sudden death soon alter spread a gloom over 

i the coimtty, Mr. Christmas was the ornament and 

Lope of the religious commimitj. His premature 

death was a severe affliction to Mr. Tappan, and to 

^ many other attached friends and co-laborers, who 

I felt the tmtli of the saying of Job: " Than destroyest 

I the hope of man." 

Mr. Tappan removed his church connection to 
r the Bowery church on the principle of colonization, 
r ior of such colonization he was a sincere admirer ; 
I and he devoted to the cause of Christ in this desti- 
I tute portion of the city his whole power. 

A member of the church, in speaking of him. 

Bays: " My husband and myself both remember him 

r when we were associated in the Bowery church; as 

'full of faith and good works,' so that it could be 

said of him that in imitation of our divine Master 

1 and Lord, ' he went about doing good.' A few words 

tfc'om him, were more than volumes from some men, 

tfoT, I presume, he never said anything that he did 

(not mean." 

After the death of Mr. Chiistmaa, the congi'ega- 
f tion was somewhat divided in their preferences with 
I regard to a successor. Unsuccessful efforts were 
I made to secure the services of a suitable person, and 
■'It cnta nut the Terylieart of pioty. Seek not the thingn wbioh lire 
PD. but things whiuh are Jeans Chriat's." Thia boroaTe- 
aa perhaps the mGuia of ptepnring him for boavenly blisa 
e Allen's Biographical Dictionary. 
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at length a compromise resulted in the choice oi 
Kev. Dr. Woodbridge, of Hadley, Mass. He ac- 
cepted the call, and perforaaed the duties of pastor 
several years. He was a strong-minded man, and 
of a positive character, but he did not succeed in 
huildiug up the church. 

Mr. Tappan, after attending pubUe worship at 
the Bowery church about a year, resumed his at- 
tendance at Laight-street church, with his family. 
Here, as well as elsewhei-e, he engaged in distribu- 
ting religious tracts, exploring the destitute portions 
of the city for scholars for the Sunday-school, \Tsit- 
ing prisoners, and endeavoring to allure the young 
and their parents to church, and setting an example 
of Sabbath-day wort, congenial to his disposition, 
and worthy of imitation. 

The Ediication Society was one in which he took 
a deep interest. He exerted himself in behalf of 
beneficiaries, to recommend them to the patronage 
of the society, and contributed to the fund for their 
support. In 1807, he was chosen chairman of the 
executive committee of the New York branch of 
the "American Education Society." In May, 1831, 
he was elected president, and filled that office, and 
also that of chairman of the executive committee 
until May, 1833, when he sent in hia letter of resig- 
nation, as appears by the record of the executive 
committee: "A letter was received from Mr. Arthur 
Tappan, resigning his office of president, owing to 
the removal of hia residence from the city, without 
the bounds of this society. The letter contained a 
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I expression of Iiis affet^on for the societjr, and 
iDgDess stiU to aid its operations." 
Kev. Dr. Patton, who succeeded Dr. Cktrnelius 
B corresponding secretary, says, in a letter to the 
lompiler : 

"My memories of your brother Arthur Tappan 

D all pleasant. It was my privOege to work with 

a io many of the benevolent agencies to which he 

[e*oted so esemplarSy his time and money. For a 

ieries of yeai-a, he was the chairman of the exeou- 

tive committee of the society for the education of 

pious young men for the gospel ministry. He was 

deeply interested in this cause, and was very punc- 

in his attendance at the uiouthly meetings. 

"hen the effoi-t was made to have me rehuquish 

Y pastoral charge, and take the oversight and ex- 

lutive agency of the society, he promptly offered 

f half the salary for five years, and to make it 

U-e he woiild give his five notes for ?1,000 each, 

e yearly. I do not think that his interest in 

3 education of young men for the ministry ever 

gged." 

He was succeeded in the office of president of 
1 Education Society by Hon. Theodore Freling- 
n. 
the month of May, 1830, the free church 
. was commenced in the city of New York. 
1 success was very great. Sis churches were 
lessively formed. Large numbers of poraona, 
to probably would uot otherwise have attended 
J worship, were atti-acted to these chiu'ches ; 
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and many were converted under the ministrations of 
the pastors, aided as they were by the active exer- 
tions of the oflBicers and members. This system ac- 
corded with the views of Mr. Tappan, and received 
his support. 

Having possession of Masonic hall, in Broad- 
way, as lessee, he gave the use of it to the First 
Free church, in 1831, for the unexpired term of the 
lease, and endorsed the notes" of the committee' of 
the church for $5,400. And when it was contem- 
plated to hire the Chatham-street theatre for ten 
years, to alter it for the use of the Second Free 
church, under the ministry of Eev. Charles G. Fin- 
ney, he presided at a meeting of the friends of the 
enterprise. A subscription was begun, in aid of it, 
and Mr. Tappan contributed his share of the $8,000 
secured. 



VI. 
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Eaelt in the year 1828, be invited Ms brotter 
Lewis to be a second time associated with him in 
business. They continued partners until the year 
18il, when the connection was amicably dissolved. 
This arrangement relieved Jiim from the pressure of 
business, and enabled him to devote more time to 
^L philanthropic objects and occasional recreation. 
^1 Before it took place, however, he conceived the 
^B plan of establishing a new daily commercial paper, 
^H one that woiild exert a wholesome moral infiuonee, 
^■■abstaining particularly from publishing immoral 
^H' advertisements. He included in the category those 
^Hielating to spirituous liquors, circuses, and theatres. 
^F It was his desire also to demonstrate the feasibility 
of pnbhehing a daily journal of a better class in 
every respect than the papers of tl^e day, and es- 
pecially one that would not infringe upon the Sab- 
Ibath. 
A new paper, styled the Journal of Commerce, 
was commenced, on bis sole responsibility, Septem- 
ber 1, 1827. It exists at the present day, owned by 
other proprietoiB, and with some change in its char- 
acter. The first editor was WiUiam Maxwell, Esq., 
of Virginia, who had two or more assistants. The 
business department was conducted by Mr. David 
^Hale, of Massachusetts, who had unlimited discre- 
Ktion with respect to the expenditure of money. 



After nearly a year's trial, finding tliat lie Had 
expended npwards of thirty thousand dollars, and 
that the paper was not answering his expectationB, 
he came to the resolution of abandoning the at- 
tempt. His brother then took it off his hands, and 
with the temporary aid of Mr. Horace Bushn'ell,* 
one of the assistant editors, and Mr. Ha^, continued 
the publication, Mr. Maxwell retiring. An an- 
nouncement was made of the principles upon which 
the paper would be conducted.t 

An association was formed of a few early Mends 
of the enterprise to carry on the paper nntil a per- 
manent arrangement coiJd be made. The actual 
property was inventoried, and the estimated value 
■was credited to the new proprietor. The members 
of the association, of which Arthur Tappan was one, 
subscribed various sums, Hable to be paid, pro rata, 
as the receipts fell short of the expenditures. Mean- 
time, efforts were made to secui'e the services of a 
permanent editor, and to remove some misappre- 
hensions existing in the pubHc mind. 

The daily press was unfiiendly to the plan of 
atariang a new paper, and it was felt that the avow- 
ed pi-inciples upon which it was to be conducted were 
a reflection upon the conductors of existing estab- 
lishments. Many persons, not connected with them, 
doubted the feasibility of sustaining a daily paper 
as proposed, and not a few sneered at the attempt 
to effect a reformation in conducting papers already 

• Now Rev. Dr. Bualraell, of Hiirtfnrtl, Conn. 
i See Appendix 9, tor fortbiei peitianlaiH. 
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I existing. It was said too that the principles upon 
whicli the new journal was ostensibly conducted 
were not adhered to; that the businesa editor and 
I superintendent, Mr. Hale, did not refrain from labor 
I on the Sabbath, or the hours deemed sacred in New 
1 Tort. 

In order that the new proprietor could certify from 
■his own knowledge that, in regard to the Sabbath, 
the day was not hit-inged upon by any work con- 
nected with the paper, ho made it an invariable 
I practice to stand by and see the printing office and 
editors' office closed at 12 o'clock every Satiu'day 
night, and opened every Sunday night at the same 
I hour. This was done for four months, while the estab- 
I lishment was under his control. The paper made 
I its appearance punctually every Monday morning, 
I «8 on other days, and no subscriber was known to 
I'complain that its dehvery was delayed. The facts 
>ecame so generally known that the taunts subsided, 
l'«nd what had been deemed impossible, was shown 
■ to be a veritable fact. 

The New York Observer, in noticing the accusa- 
tions that had been made, put forth a defence of 
Mr. Hale, previous to the change of proprietorship, 
1 an article ending as follows : 

" The only serious charge which ive bring against 
9 Journal of Commerce is, that it has not been suf- 
oiently decided, or rather has not gone far enough, 
supporting good morals and exposing vice. That 
has been highly usefid in this respect, we admit ; 
nit we think it might have been more so. And 
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we are li;vppy to state (wliieb we flo on the 
authority) that such changes will be made at the 
cloee of the present j'ear, as shall effectually secure 
this object. We shall then see whether the papers 
which now condemn it because it has been no mora 
decisive in these matters, will, or wiU not, ass 
the opposite ground. We hope they will not. But 
as to the past we do not beUeve it was in the power 
of man to edit it in such a manner as to meet their 
approbation."* 

After several ineffectual attempts to secure the 
services of a, competent editor, towai-ds the close of 
the year an agreement was made with Mr. Gerard, 
Hallock and Mr. David Hale, by which they were 
to be editors and conductors of the paper, and to 
have two years, if they requested it, to detennine 
whether they would be the purchasers of the estab- 
hahment at the valuation made at the transfer with 
the addition of the sums paid by the members of 
the association. At the end of the time they ag 
to become purchasers. The sums advanced by the 
members of the association, were returned to them, 
and six thousand dollars, the estimated value before 
mentioned, were paid to Mr. Arthur Tappan, which 
reduced his advance for estabhshing the paper to 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

The purchase was an advantageous one on the 

part of Hale and Hallock, as on the foundation laid 

by the original proprietor, a commercial paper was 

established of the first class. The sale was satisfac- 

■ See New Tark Observer of Angnst 23, 182a 
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D all parties interested. The merchantH, who, 
prietore, or members of the nBsociation, had 
devoted consideriiblo time to the object, had secnred, 
as they thought, its accomplishment, and were re- 
lieved from further responsibihtj, while those who 
incceeded them, by their unwearied diligence and 
terprise, secured for themselves and their succes- 
an ample fortune. It would have been very 
ratifying to Mr. Arthur Tappan, after expending 
) much in lajing the foundation of an establish- 
lent that has been so profitable td those who suc- 
aeded him, if they had conducted the paper in 
mpport of, rather than opposed to, the auti-alavety 
Bentiments he afterwards cherished, and had made 
t an auxiliary to the gi'eat plan of universal eman- 
apation that has, under an oven'uling Providence, 
Ben so signally successful. But he rejoiced in all 
is good it aecomphshed. 

In the following letter, addj'cssed to his brother, 
lirty years after his connection with the Journal of 
Commerce had ceased, he gives the views he held at 
ie establishment of the paper and subsequently : 

"New HiVKN, Doo. (i, 1858. 

"... Mr. 8 has given me a newspaper con- 
lining a statement of what is called the origin of 
le Journal of Commerce, etc. As there are, in that 
ablication, several erroneous assertions, I send tlie 
aper to you, that tliey may be corrected in an arti- 
to the editors of the Journal, or othcr- 



" Fu'st. The fact that Hale and Hallock gave so 
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utBj tf-"T"M" ol iltJlsa for tbe pft^ b Bofic 
Cffidenee tLat it mam aot tim dcnm to so imr an oblb 
ac Uie writes reprcKBte. 

"SficoiKL Tfae oaaae ol its ant aooeeeding better 
VM not tAolHuM, tor thai aolijeet bad not then been 
faroadied. It vaa tbe tlieatree, aad particiilazij Out 
iiubioesit daadog there ; and the dcsecTatum of the 
Hahlmth, and tlie use of intoxicating drinks, that 
callisd tlu! paper into existence. There vas also a 
titiUfira U) Jiave uewspftperB better printed. At tliat 
time inoet of them used ink that blackened the haada 
oil hiiiidliug them. And if papers were issued 
MuwiUy, most of the work was oBtially done on the 
Habbatli. 

"The fact that the firsl. editor was from Virginia 
hi furtlit-T jjruof that the slavery question -was not a 
mnHoii that Uiii paper did not succeed better. We 
lioodtid, ill order to stem the torrent of oppo8iti( 
from tttlifir iiowNpiLpors and their Bupporters, and 
from the supporters of theatres, Sabbath breaking 
luid iiilJMDperiiuou, an editor, or editors of true 
Yaiikir ijrit, who, when they atteqipt an enterprise 
that ix prin'tiouble, always succeed. These were 
found hi lliihi and Hallock, from whom I do not de- 
Biro to dotrant iiny of the merit they ha\'0 so richly 
oar u ml," 

The Sahiui'h Question, as it w^ called, attract- 
«d the ittltMitiuu of Christians at this time thraugh- 
yut tl»> «>uutry. The dosocration of the Lord's 
d*y wiwt u just occasion of alarm, and Christians of 
liifft^r^'Ut deuiUuinaUuns wi.gr« oousiduring the sab- 
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i, with ail cai'neat desire to effect a reformation, 

pecially with reference to the opening of postofflccs, 

B transmission of the mails, and the various ways 

^ which the fourth commanfhnent was openly dia- 

. in the community. In these efforts Mr. 

Sftppan took a decided part, as appears by the fol- 

pwing extract from the Ntw York Observer: 



I At an adjoumod meeting of citizens of New York, held 

n the erening of April 19, 182S, to promote the better ob- 

e of the Subbuth, the undersigned were appointed ft 

mmittee to moke arnmgements for a meeting of such dele- 

3 have been or shidl be appointed to meet in tluB cil^ 

btake into consideration the eiibject of forming a general 

loicty for the promotion of this object. In pursuance o( 

'm appointment, we hereby inyite a meeting to be held at 

e American Tract Society's house on Tueaday the siith of 

kaj next, at four o'clock, p. m. 

ARTHUH TAPPAN, 
JOHN STEARNS, 
JOHN NITCHIB, 
D. 11. REESE. 
ELIJAH rlERSON, 

A meeting was accordingly held. It was well 

Attended by gentlemen from different parts of the 

jonntry, and the proceedings were animated and 

ous, A constitution of a new society was 

formed, called " The General Union for Promoting 

the Observance of the Christian Sabbath." Ai'ticlo 

n, stated that " it should consist indiscriminately of 

^■^e friends of morabty asd rehgion, of all denomi- 

^n&tions, who may choose to combine their influence 

^Ror the promotion of this interesting object ;" and 

I Article III. averred that, "As the weapons of the 

Christian warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, the 
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great means employed by this society for effecting 
their design, shall be the influtince of personal ex- 
ample, of moral suasion, with arguments drawn from 
the oracles of God, from the existing laws of our 
country, appeals to the consciences and hearts of 
men, and fervent supplications to the Lord of the 



Hon. STEPHEfi Tan Rensselaer -was chosen pres- 
ident. Rev. M. Bruen corresponding secretaiy, and 
Akthub Tappan treasurer, of the society. 

At the firat anniversary. May, 1829, at the Meth- 
odist church in Jobn-street, New York, the corre- 
sponding secretary read the annual report of the 
executive committee, and several important resolu- 
tions were offered and adopted. The following 
gentlemen took part in the proceedings : Jeremiali 
Evarts, Esq., Rev. Dr. Milnor, Rev. Charles P. 
McHvaiue, Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Rev, Dr. McAuley, 
Eon. Charles Marsh, and Rev, Dr. Beecher.* 

Dr. Beecher and Mr. Evarta took an active part 
in promoting the interests of the society. Thirty 
thousand copies of an able address, wi'itten by the 
former, were pubbsbed at its commencement and 
widely circulated. Meetings wore held in further- 
ance of the objects of the society, in various places, 
and miich enthusiasm was evinced for a time in 
efforts to accomplish the object aimed at. 

The subjoined letter was written by Mr. Tappan to 
his brother, who was on a visit to Boston; Mr. Pre- 
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linghuysen disappoiuted the liopcs ot the friends of 

the cause by decHning the appoint ment of the yecre- 

tarjahip of the " (Jeneral Union," which ho did, after 

• deliberate and prayerful coneideration, in the belief 

I that he could do more good to the general cause of 
Christian philanthi'Opy in other spheres. 
"New York, Jiiae 1, 1S28. 
"I have your letter informing me of youi' doings 
on the subject of the Sabbath, and have handed it, 
as you requested, to Mr, Pierson, 

"I am sorry to inform you, that Mr. Freling- 
huysen has declined. This is a gi-eat disappoint- 

Iment to me, as it will be to you. What is to be 
done ? I feel as if Mr, FreHnghuysen should not 
be despaired of until another effort has been made 
to obtain him. But this mast devolve on your com- " 
mittee. You have done nobly in Bost-on. I cannot 
learn that there has been, or is likely to be, a pubUc 
meeting in Philadelphia. The subject was brought 
before the general assembly by Dr. Beecher, and 
resolutions brought in by a committee were adopt- 
Led, But clergymen returning from Philadelphia 
llieard nothing said about a pubUc meeting. 

. While I was wi'iting, a clergyman came in, 
I who has been at Mr. Frelinghuy sen's house, some 
J.days past, and he thinks we may ye't succeed in ob- 
Itaining him. He says Mr. Prelinghuysen is deeply 
I interested in the subject. Probably Dr. Beechef's 
Ifcddress has influenced him some. I do not despair 

f him If wo engage Mi'. Prelinghuji^en, there 

■ought to be some way devibed for obtaining funds. 
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Can you get the society at Boston to be responsible 
for a specific amount?" 

Several distinguiabed persons were solicited to 
accept tbe office of general agent, with oesarancea 
of a (iompotent salary, but tliey all declined. Dr. 
Justin Edwards, being at the time about to resume 
bis labora in the temperance cause, declined the call, 
and wrote : 

"Sabbath-breakers are generally rum-drinkers; 
and while they continne the use of distilled liquors, 
it will not be possible to lead them duly to observe 
the Chi-istian Sabbath. In order, therefore, to ac- 
complish the great object of the General Sabbath 
Union, as well as that of the Bible Society, the Home 
and Foreign Missionary societies, and every other 
benevolent institution, I think it proper for me at 
present to labor to banish the use of distilled liquors 
from the earth." 

Others concurred in the opinion of Dr. Edwards, 
and among them the officers of the society, who 
thought that an interest would not be felt in the 
specific object while so many persons, including pro- 
fessore of religion, manifested lukewai-mness in other 
departments of Christian obligation. Still they 
would have persevered had it been in tlieii' power 
to secure the services of a competent person to be 
the actuary of the enterprise. After very strenuoiis 
exertions they failed in obtaining such a one. 
In a short period, therefore, the society ceased its 
operations, much to tlie regret of Mr. Tappan, and 
those who had been associated with him in the 
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^ortS] long pursued, to rescue from desecration the 
day set apart by the Creator, in the infimcy of tlie 
race, to promote tLe well-being of man, as well as 
his own glory in all ages. 

But the labors of those particularly interested in 
the effort were not wholly ineffectual. The publica- 
tions that were issued, and the meetings that were 
held, awakened attention to the subject of Sabbath 
desecration, and iu numerous instances produced 
salutary reformations. Among other instances of 
the kind were the following : A postmaster in one of 
the ^iliages of New York, who at the age of twenty- 
five had a salary upon which he depended for Bup- 
port, resigned his place because he could not cou- 
Bcientiously keep tlte postoffice open part of the 
Lord's day, as was required by the act of Congress. 
He related this in Mr. Tappan'a store. 

In one of the rehgious papers was the following 
article, headed, " Stages on the Sabbath. — Messrs. 
Editors : Ha^ng recently travelled through the val- 
ley of the Connecticut river, I was pleased to learn 
that a large proprietor of stages in Vermont had 
come to the resolution not to suffer a single horse 
owned by biin to travel on the Lord's day; and the 
resolution ia put into practice. This proprietor is a 
member of the Baptist church. Ho told me he had 
long felt the impropriety and inconsistency of per- 
mitting his horses and stages to travel on the 
Sabbath, but as he was a mail conti-actor, ho did 
not know how to avoid it. The measures of the 
Cfener(d Union had, however, taken hold of his feel- 
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ings and conscience, and lio tlien easily found a. way 
to avoid tlie evil, whicL was to dispose of his con- 
tract. Let otliers go and do likewise." 

It is believed that very many instances of a sim- 
ilar character resulted from the attempt made to 
secure a better observance of the Lord's day. Those 
most actively engaged in the enterprise, after it was 
started, wore business men; and their own affairs, 
and their labors in other societies, prevented them 
from continuing their labors in thia society, under 
tbe disadvantage of having no able person to fill the 
office of agent. 

The effort-s made for the suppression of djtem- 
PEBANCE early enlisted Mr. Tappan's feelings and co- 
operation. Especially was he interested in the quea- 
tiou of PURE WINE for churches at their communion 
seasons. Pledges of total abstinence from all intox- 
icating drints were made by large portions of the 
community, especially by church members. An 
exception was made of wines naed on sacramental 
occasions. The non -abstaining portion of the peo- 
ple were quick to see this, and to use it as an argu- 
ment against total abstinence. Leading Christian 
men engaged in the temperance cause saw and 
acknowledged the inconsistency, and were desirous 
of providing a substitute for the alcoholic wines 
nniversally used at the Lord's Supper. 

Mr. Tappan encouraged the publication of facts 
on the subject, and the employment of temperance 
lecturers, who advocated the entire disuse of all alco- 
]}ry- ■''"Terages, whether at communion seasons or 
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otherwise. This discns.<!uon prodnced some division 
among the friends of temperance. Wine is tite 
article, said thej, that was used bj the Sarionr st 
the institution of the ordinaoce; it has been a»ed in 
the churches ever since ; and since the pore juice of 
the grape cannot be had, it is sacrilcgioas to dis- 
use the commercial wine of the dav, or provide a 
substitute. It was evident, he believed, that two 
kinds of wine are mentioned in the Scriptares, one 
fermented, and the other nnfermented ; that the for- 
mer is called " a mocker," " the poison of dragons," 
and the latter, the wine that "such as be faint may 
drink." This theorj' explains the passages condemna- 
tory of wine, and those that commend its moderate use. 

Some denied that the wines osoally sold con- 
tained any considerable portion of alcohol. To de- 
monstrate the error of this opinion, Mr. Detavan, a 
dbtingnished advocate of total abstinence, caused 
choice wines from liis cellar to be analyzed, and 
published the result. It was found that alcohol 
composed more than fifty per cent, of the wines. 
He therefore caused the bottles to be broken and 
tlie contents poured into the street. It was mani- 
fest that inferior wines, such as were commonly 
used, contained a much gi-eafer proportion of alco- 
hol, and it was made evident that a large part of the 
wine," so called, in general use, including that 
sed by the churches, did not contain any juice of 
the grape, but was manufactured from the most 
deleterious articles. 

Mr. Tappan, and other out-and-out temperance 
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men, saw at onee that while alcoholic wines were 
allowed at communion seasons, an insuperable ob- 
stacle existed in extending the reformatiou among 
chuich members. Those persons who, before or 
after uniting with the chui'clies, had been habituated 
to a free use of intoxicating drinks, and had been 
indnced to take the pledge of total abstinence, would, 
it was feared, have the appetite for such beverages 
rekindled, unless the pledge included wine at the 
communion as well as on other occasions. 

To meet the difficulty, various suggestions were 
made with regard to providing a substitute, and the 
subject underwent ample discussion. Mr, Tappan 
encouraged a temperance firm, who were in the gro- 
cery busiaeas, to procure and ofi"er for sale an article 
called PUHE wise, warranted to be fi'ee from alcohol 
and all impure mixtures, and pubUcIy recommended 
it. In this way he believed that the example of the 
ehurehes would aid rather than frustrate the tem- 
perance reform, and prevent its enemies fi'om taunt- 
ing church members -with using alcoholic wine at 
communion seasons while thej denounoed its use at 
other times. 

Many chui'ches availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity; and the quahty of wiues used for rehgious 
purposes has since that period been much improved. 
"Wine-bibbers, however, employed their wit and rid- 
icule with regard to efforts tending to make their 
favorite beverages unpopular, and too many mem- 
bers of churches quaUed before the opposition. Mr 
Tappan was one of those who belieTed that ferment- 
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ed vines were not used by the early Cliristians. But 
whether tised by them or not, he held that Chris- 
tians at the present day are bound to abstain bom 

their use, i( detrimental to others. 

It was not a little annoying to those who assailed 
Mr. Tappan with their ridicule in consequence of 
his claiming that the wine created at the marriage 
festival at Cana must have been nnfennented wine, 
that a distinguished Jew in Xew York, during the 
controversy, stated in his daily paper that unfer- 
mented wine was used at the Passover by the Israel- 
ites. The editor, Mordeoai Manasseh Noah, was 
deemed good authority, and his testimony corrob- 
orated the statements of Mr. Tappan, and aided the 
friends of " pure wine." 

He had the satisfaction to believe that success 
Lad attended his efforts, and that intoxicating wines 
were far less used, after attention had been du-ected 
to pure wines, than before, and that consequently 
the temperance cause, so dear to him, v 



In the "Life and Labors of Justin Edwards, 
■ D. D.," page 327, is the folloiving extract of a letter 
from ttat eminent servant of Christ to his wife, writ- 
while he was engaged in the temperance cause : 
" I cannot but hope that in some way the Lord 
will provide means to extend and perpetuate this 
work of mercy, till there is not a drunkard on the 
globe, and not a sober man to make the drunkard's 
, drink. " Ml'- Arthur Tappan, at the monthly concert, 
put in a thousand dollars for foreign missions ; and 
6* 
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soon after, at a missionary meetiug, subscribed fonr 
thouBand dollars; about three times as much as all 
the rest of the people. I expect that be will give 
me something for temperance." 

Mr. Tappaa waa of course a pbohtbitionist. He 
never encouraged halfway measures in questions of 
moral reform, and was not of the number that inter- 
preted thus the declaration of the apostle: "I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some." He was an immediafist also, not as an 
abolitionist merely, but on all subjects touching the 
proper restraint and thorough Reformation of men; 
for he believed that there was more energy, consist- 
ency, and perseverance, and more probable success 
in the ultimate attainment of an object, when reform- 
ers acted from principle instead of policy, and had 
for their motto the tahsmanio injunction: Touch 

HOT, TASTE NOT, HAKDLE NOT. 

Did he then omit to employ moral suasion for 
the cori'ection of evil and the reclamation of offend- 
ers ? By no means. He woa now, as he had ever 
been, a zealous advocate of moral suasion; but when 
the community was ripe for it, he was for using pro- 
hibition with incorrigible transgressors. If men could 
be persuaded to abandon hard drinking, he rejoioed 
in it; but if they would, in spite-of remonstrance and 
entreaty, become drunkards, he was decidedly tor 
prohibiting the distillation and sale of tbe article 
that enabled them to destroy body and soul. It is 
•awful for a legislature to prohibit the sale of poi- 
IntoxioatiDg drinks are poisons, and therefore 
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it is riglit that they should be prohibited. And when 
lawmakers understand the subject, and can enaet 
prohibitory laws, it is their duty to enact and enforce 
them in such a way as best to secure the object. 
He believed that men have no right to destroy them- 
selves or their neighbors, and so far as prohibitory 
enactments will prevent such fdo de se, and such 
homiade, they ought to be enacted. 

He had no confidence in the license system, and 
considered it wrong and wicked, believing that " the 
traffic in intoxicating beverages is a dishonor to 
Christian civilization, inimical to the best interests 
of society, a pohtical wrong of unequalled enormity, 
subversive of the ordinary objects of government, 
not capable of being regulated or restrained by 
any system of license whatever, but imperatively 
demanding for its suppression effective legal prohi- 
"bition, both by state and national legislation." 
Meantime he was in favor of employing moral sua- 
sion unceasingly, for all who will yield to it; and 
legal enactment, to be vigorously enforced, for those 
■who will not be influenced by moral suasion. 

Sound pohcy, he beheved, required prohibitory 
laws against the traffic in intoxicating beverages; 
but he ToHed on a higlier authority. The Bible is 
prohibitory on the subject. It is a pi-inciple of the 
Divine government, that designs that are criminal 
if consummated, must not be meditated or com- 
menced; "Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed adulteiy with her already 
in his heart." Therefore, when it is said, "No 



dfunkaril sliall inlierit the kingdom of God," we 
liave the teachings of the Saviour, that a Toluntary 
act that knowinglj' leada to drunkenness is, in the 
Divine mind, drimkenness itself. ■ 

From childhood he had also been opposed to the 
use of TOBACCO in all its forma, considering its use 
wasteful and injurious, alike to body, intellect, and 
soul. His personal cleanliness made him shrink 
from one whose breath and apparel, and even coun- 
tenance, betokened that he was addicted to the use 
of the "filthy weed;" and he knew too many whose 
stomaclis and nervous system had been greatly im- 
paired or irreparably deranged by it. He^felt grate- 
ful to his parents, whose example had been so effica- 
cious in this respect, beheving that, with regard to 
such a pernicious habit, children of the third and 
fourth generation are often the victims of the en- 
slavement of thoir progenitors to this offence against 
cleanliness and health. It was a grief to him that 
the farmera in his native town had fallen into the 
"tobacco mania," and for the sake of making money, 
were tnming their beautiful fields and meadows into 
tobacco patches. He mourned over the fact, also, 
that some men, who had been diatinguiahed for their 
advocacy of the temperance cause, had, on taking 
up the practice of smoking, fallen into the habit of 
using intoxicating drinks. He wished to warn thoso 
who had not thus fallen ot their danger : " "Where- 
fore, let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lost he fall." 

Dr. Hosack the elder, in a temperance lecture 
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deOivered in Murray-street chiu-cli, (Eev. Dr. Ma- 
Bon's,) where Mr. Tappan had attended, in alluding 
'to the use of tobacco, snid something liko the fol- 
. lowing : " I warn you against the use of tobacco. It 
affects injuriously the physical and mental functions. 
^Besides, it leads to intemperance, as there are very 
'few men who use it who content themselves with 
washing out their throats with cold water." This 
Celebrated physician discarded the opinions of med- 
ical men who recommend to their patients the use 
of tobacco and intoxicating drinks, and founded hia 
own upon the deleterious nature of the articles, their 
Statural effects, and his observation during a long 
Bourse of practice. 

Mr. Tappan's friend, Dr, "William Patton, long 
associated with him in benevolent entei-prises in 
New York, and now a resident of New Haven, Conn., 
has given his testimony respecting the baneful effects 
f smoking during his early ministry, and the bene- 
^cial results of entire fi'eedoni from this habit. It 
iporroboratea the opinion of Dr. Hosack fnlly.* 

There are men who will disregard the opinions 
of physicians and ministers of the gospel, if adverse 
(d their long-indulged habits, although these opin- 
s are founded upon physiological principles, ob- 
servation, or experience, who will be restrained by 
ihe tender and self-denying declaration of the apos- 
s!e: " "Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, 
E will eat no flesh while the world atandeth, leat I 
make my brother to offend." 

• See Ohicoeo Adaance of May 5, ISTO. 
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It was in the year 1831 that Mr. Tappau became 
mterested in efforts then making to repress licen- 
tiousness in New Tort. His attention had been 
called to the subject previously. When in London 
in 1810, he attended one Sunday evening, the reh- 
gions services at the Magdalen Asylum, then on 
the Bluckfiiars road- The singing was by the in- 
mates, who were screened from observation by a 
curtain in front of the choir. Their performance 
was so excellent that an American clergyman who 
was present, remarked afterwards, " They sang as if 
they had never been sinners." It was stated that 
large nnmbci's of these "fallen women," had been 
restored to their families, friends, and society, and 
many of them had continued honorable and coiTect 
in their behavior. 

At his visit to Philadelphia, in later years, he 
was so much impressed with the importance of 
doing something for the prevention of the sin, and 
the restoration of those who had wandered from the 
path of virtue, that he held conversations with per- 
soua who had interested themselves in the subject, 
in respect to what had been done, and what was 
contemplated, AVhen efforts were made in New 
York to correct the evil, he lent the project aU the 
aid in his power. 

\ 3ohn E, McDowall, a licentiate in the mio^ 
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istiy from Princeton, New Jersey, Lail come to New 
York in the month of September, 1830, to do whiit 
he could for its enlightenment and purification. It 
was an errand of benevolence, and his first object 
was to labor as a domestic missionary among the 
poor, particularly in bringing their children under 
the influence of Sabbath-school instruction. " While 
engaged in this way, in the neighborhood of the 
Five Points, where he was instrnmental in estab- 
I lishing a Sunday-school, he was brought under the 
' painful observation of some of the hideous develop- 

I ments of the sin of impurity He soon decided 

' that this opened a field which should, under God, 
I be the one for his future labors."* 

Mr. Tappan became deeply interested in Mr. 

McDowall's labors. Having so many young men 

in his employment, most of whom were separated 

from their homes in the country, he felt for them 

I much sohcitude, and also for other youth in a city so 

I full of temptations. Seeing that efforts were made 

[ for their protection and welfare, he stepped forward, 

[ with his influence and pnrse, to aid in this praiae- 

I -worthy enterprise. He felt compassion also for the 

r wretched women, who had been beguiled and ruined 

I by unprincipled men. The disagree ableness of tlie 

I subject did not deter him, for he had no love of rep- 

I utation when it must be kept unsullied by refusing 

I to interfere in a question of this kind, or declining 

I to go into the haunts of vice, and the dens of iniqui- 



I of JHDuary 1, 1837, by Stephen 
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ty on an errand of mercy. On the eontraiy he glo- 
ried in all the soiling that attaches to one in such 
efforts. To save the tempted, and reform the fallen, 
he was willing to explore the recesses of Satan, and 
engage in an unpopular enterpiise. 

There existed at the time an association named 
the "Female Asylum Society," but on the formation 
of the "New York Magdalen" Society," in the spring 
of 1831, of which Mr. Tappan was the president, the 
former society became merged in it. Mr. McDowall 
was elected chaplain to the new society, and began 
to publ^h essays, containing facts and appeals cal- 
culated to arouse public attention, and enlist the 
sympathies and benefactions of benevolent persons. 
He had alao a periodical, styled McDowaU'a Journal, 
that entered into the subject of this reform with 
zeal and fearlessness. As he prosecuted the work 
he secured the countenance of a considerable num- 
ber of influential ministers and laymen in the city, 
and in different parts of the country, whose names 
were freely given to his testimonials and circulars, 
recommending both him, and the cause of which he 
was such an intrepid advocate. 

Donations were made for the support of Mr. 
McDowall, and in aid of his journal, and other efforts 
put forth by individuals in various states, who seem- 
ed to feel a deep interest in the subject and in his 
self-denying labors. Parents and guardians in the, 
country, who had sons and wards iu the great city, 
eo full of attractions and temptations, manifested 
much interest in the movement. Societies were 
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formed in many towns, also in churches, not only in 
the city of New York, Lufc in other cities and villa- 
ges. Some of them were composed of men, others 
of women, Mothora and sisters hoped to do some- 
thing consistently- with their appropriate spheres 
of duty, to abate, if not erailicate, an evil so preva- 
lent and so desolating, and to afford protection to 
sons ami brothers ao greatly exposed in a large city. 
The country appeared to be moved. Public 
meetings were held, lecturing agents were employed, 
pubhcations were circulated, and the work seemed 
to advance prosperously. M(. McDowall was the 
k leading agent, and his labors diffused through the 
■ other agencies an enthusiasm seldom evinced. But 
Vvlien, in June, 1831, tlie Magdalen Society pub- 
r lished their famous report, made up of statistics 
I. of the vice in question, gathered chiefly by Mr. 
J McDowall, in hia explorations and inqmiies, and 
^estimates made of the extent of the prevailing vice, 
■it was received with a bui'st of indignation and with 
w.direats of vengeance, "The city has been slander- 
I'ed," exclaimed the vicious and their quasi alHes 
■mnoDg certain professing Christians. "This auda- 
■eions and hbellous man must be put down, and the 
Mociety that has patronized him must be silenced," 
nraa the general cry. ,! 

W The city press, with few exceptions, commented 
KDpon the report with severity; some of the rohgious 
KDQwspapei-3 censured the agent without stint, and 
^tcSowalTs Jourmil, in which the report was pub- 
Bi^ed, was presented as a nuisance by the giand 
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juiy of New York, the foreman of wLicli was an 
elder in a Presbyterian church ! The uproar seemed. 
like a renewal of the scenes at Ephesus, in olden 
times. 

It may be that Mr. MeDowall was not always so 
prudent and discreet as he should have been, and 
that his zeal and courage were greater than his 
judgment. He was also more gifted in searching 
out and exposing iniquities than in suggesting rem- 
edies. It was a subject of great dehcacy and difB.- 
oulty, it must be confessed, requiring much experi- 
ence and wisdom in prosecuting it, in gathering aud 
publishing facta, and applying remedies. The evil 
however was notorious, active efforts for its preven- 
tion were demanded by the public voice, and yet 
too many " experienced, competent men " hung back. 
A devotedly pious young man, full of zeal for liia 
Master, and desirous of doing good, seeing that no 
one waged battle with this foe to society, stepped 
into the breach, and risked every thing in efforts to 
stay an iniquity that threatened the ruin, for time 
and eternity, of thousands of the young. He re- 
solved on gathering additional facta and publishing 
them, trusting that public sentiment would lead to 
the adoption of efficient measures for the restraint 
if not suppression of the iniquity. Let not his zeal, 
even if it trespassed sometimes on the borders of 
iudiacretion, be severely censured. There were wiser 
men than himself, doubtless, among those who sanc- 
tioned his proceedings, but few of them that had hia 
indomitable courage and perseverance. 
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The editor of Uie Portland (Me.) Christian Mir- 
ror, of December, 1832 — considered a conservative 

I paper — justly said: "We have concluded that he 
I [Mr. McDowall] ia actuated bj disinterested benev- 
I olence, if such a thing exists on eartli, for we see 
\ not what other principle ia adequate to sustain him 
I exemplary labora, reproach, self-denial, and ma- 
I liguant thi'eatenings of violence in such a revolting 
lene of action." 
Mr. McDowall did as well as he could under the 
I trying cu-cum stances in which he was placed. He 
L gathered the moral statistics of crime, and pubUshed 
I them under the inspection and endorsement of two 
I physicians, without fear of consequences. This bold 
l.&ssanlt upon vice was an unpardonable offence in 
I the opinion of all parties interested either in perpe- 
Itrating or conceahng crime. Unjust judges, unprin- 
l;cipled " officers of justice," covetoaa landlords, hoary 
land youthful men of dissipated habits, together with 
Jail who profited by the wretchedness of lewd men 
Jand women, were boisterous in their denunciations 
I of McDowall, who might have said, " The world can- 
lot hate you, but me it hateth, because I testify of 
||t, that the works thereof are evil." 

Mr. Tappan saw that Mr. McDowall had come 
3 the city, with a desire, in imitation of his Master, 
go about doing good; that he had overcome hia 
ttiatural diffidence, and _had gone forward, through 
fevil report and good report, to accomplish a refor- 
mation, that has been opposed more than any other 
py tlie powers of darkness, and the selfishness and 
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depravity of vicious men. He believed also, that 
Dmch good had been accomplished, and he desired 
to stand by Uiin, He did so as long as he could 
anticipate satisfactory results from his labors. 

The position of Mr. Tappan, as president of the 
society, as one of the committee to prepare and 
publish the Magdalen report, and as the avowed 
friend and supporter of Mr. McDowall, exposed hinx 
to much unmerited censure. He was threatened 
with personal violence, hia house was supposed to be 
in danger of being mobbed, and he was denounced, 
not only by the openly wieked, but by some well- 
meaning but timid Christian men, as the upholder 
of a dangerous man, and the patron of a disgraceful 
cause. Tlie circulation of the report had alarmed 
all dissolute men, and had unnerved a large majority 
of the Cliristian community. The wicked feared 
exposure, and the opposers of wickedness were 
apprehensive that reformatory measures had been 
overdone. 

The committee charged with the duty of prepar- 
ing and publishing the report, made up from the 
statistics gathered by Mi-. McDowall, were Arthur 
Tappan, Stephen Brown, M. D., and David M. 
Beese, M. D. All of them were members of churches, 
and stood well in the denominations to which they 
belonged. The report was written by Dr. Reese, 
as he avowed to the compiler, saying, with charac- 
teristeric complacency, "They say it is the best 
thing I ever wrote." One can judge of the surprise 
felt on seeing, in an evening newspaper, a day or 
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two afterwards, a card to the following effect : "I 
am not the author of the Magdalen Report, D. M. 
Keese, M. D." On meeting him, soon after, the 
inquiry was put, "How came you to pubhsh Buch a 
card, after stating that jon were the author of the 
report?" The reply was, "They threatened to 
tear my house down." 

Both Mi\ Tappan and Dr. Brown treated the 
recreancy as it de8er\'ed. Large portions of the 
community would, after the denial of Dr. Beese, be- 
lieve, of course, that one of his associates ou the 
, committee was the author. Tltey were content to 
I have it so understood, and took no notice of the 
I deniaL Dr. Brown, during the whole turmoil, was 
1 firm as a rock. He was an able physician, a calm, 
thoughtful man, "and oue that feared God, and 
' eschewed evil," He beheved that he had done 
I his duty. As a physician he had acquired much 
knowledge of the state of things in the city, and he 
. believerl in the truthfulness of the statements made 
. the report. 
In the course of the year, the society was dis- 
solved. Mr. McDowall thenceforth continued his 
labors wholly on his own responsibility. He con- 
tinued to pubhsh a periodical, cu-culate moral re- 
form tracts, and preach in the open streets at the 
I Five Points and the neighborhood, to " publicans 
[ and harlots." He was lampooned, caricatured, 
I shunned by many, and, at length, reprimanded by 
I his Presbytery. He saw fit to publish some criti- 
■ «isma respecting the Magdalen Society, which Mr. 
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Tappan felt called upon to answer, tincler his own 
signature, but in a frienJlj tone, feeling much es- 
teem for Mr. McDowall, although he did not approve 
his whole course. This answer was in the New York 
Evange'ist of January 26, 1833. 

Ma. LEiviiT — Deab Sib : Your Gorreapomlent, Eev. Mr. 
McDowull, bns made some Rtutenieiits respecting the l&te 
Magdalen Society that require explanation. The assertion 
that the efforts of the society were discoutiuued beuuuae of 
tlie opposition of tlie iinprincipled, or for want of funds, is 
without foundation. The true cause was the discouraging 
f(M!t timt we saw no fruits of our labors, and the couTietiou 
on OUT minds that it was a waste of moral effort ; that the 
WKsaa amoimt of effort applied ns a pitneniive in the distidbu- 
tion of tracts, the faithful labors of the tract distributors, the 
temperance effort, etc., would produce uuspeukably greater 
reanlts. 

The mismanagement of the asylum, mentioned by Mr. 
McDowalL, admits of esplauution. It may be sufficient now 
to say, that while he has stated the truth, he has not stated 
the wAok truth. When, for instance, he says the females were 
allowed to visit the place of their abode, he omits to inform 
the reader, that it waa a mother who went in caie of soma 
faithful person to try to reclaim ft daughter, or a sister to try 
to win a sister, anil induce her to enter the asylum, etc. 
That mistakes occurred, I do not deny, but they were never 
sanctioned by the executive committe& Our by-laws were 
good, but they were not in all cases strictly observed by some 
members of the committee. It is not true that we "closed 
the asyltim, and turned the feniales into the street ;" and X 
am surprised that Mr. MoDowall should make the assertion. 
The care of the females remaining in the asylum was trans- 
ferred to a gentleman who had shown a warm interest in 
the cause, and who engaged to cany on the effort on his own 
responsibility. 

I scud you a communication from a highly respected 
correspondent, which will throw light on the cause of Mag- 
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daleo teform, and will point ont to the fiiendg of tlie cnnse 
the beat course forobtaiuiiig the deiriiralile uud. Your Mend, 
AHTHUlt TAPP,IN. 
Mr. McDowall made a respectful reply, in which 
he said, that when the efforts were in a languishing 
condition Mr. Tappan "resuscitated the concern;" 
and that " there ia no real contradiction in our aepa- 
^^ rate statements." After a career of arduous and ill- 
^1 requited labor for the good of others, he at length 
^H sickened and died in poverty, December 13, 1S36, 
^1 aged 35. His funeral was attended at the Broad- 
^H way Tabernacle by many friends of humanity. A 
^H Bennon was preached by Kev. Joshua Leayitt, then 
^H editor of the Neio York Evangdist, which was print- 
^H ed in the paper, and also in pamphlet form. 
^H Dr. Brown,' whose testimony has already been 
^H borne, and who attended him in his l^ist sickness, 
^H says: " His persecutions £rom the wicked, out of the 
^^ft church, gave him very little trouble ; but his recent 
^H taial by his presbytery, and suspension from the 
^^B ministry, was a soiu'ce of great and indescribable 
^H anguish of mind. He looked upon it as not only 
^H cruel to his feelings, but in a high degree unjust, 
^H and of course unTighteous. His nervous system 
^^M was weakened, his body became prostrate, and he 
^H rapidly sunk." 

^^B Several societies for the same avowed purpose 
^^1 were formed, but one after another, with but one or 
^^B two esccptions, were soon relinquished; yet Mr. 
^^1 McDowall's labors were not in vain. It is supposed 
^^Kjthat the moral reform efforts, since his death, and 
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continued at the present day, are the result of Lis 
label's. "The path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." 

This subject has been dwelt upon at such length 
because it was one in which Mr. Tappan took a 
deep interest, and for whiiiih he suffered much unde- 
served censure. The labor he shared with a few 
others, but the expense devolved chiefly upon him. 
He believed that if the miniatera and laymen who, 
at one time, stood by Mr. McDowall, had continued 
faithful to the cause ; had wisely corrected his mis- 
takes, and continued their confidence, vastly more 
good might have been aehieyed, a noble philan- 
thropist saved from a premature death, and a causa 
so eminently entitled to the support of a Christian 
■ commiinity presei'ved from even temporary defeat. 
"What was wanted, after gaining the moral statistics, 
was a discreet plan of a remedial chai'acter, to be 
followed out with persevering energy. Still the seed 
sown has sprung up and borne fruits of righteous- 
ness, and Mr. Tappan never regi-etted the agency he 
had in sowing it. May those who have succeeded, 
emulate his example, and the examples of McDowall 
and Brown, and bo, like them, faithful unto deathl 

It will come in place here to present some con- 
siderations that induced Mr. Tappan to take such a 
strong interest in the subject. He knew that the 
evil was one of great moment, involvijig both the 
temporal and eternal welfare of men and women, 
especially of the young. He believed also that in- . 
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f Stnictions and warainga respecting it were very in- 
frequeut and indefinite ; that parents, eciiool-teach- 
ers, and even ministers of the gospel, were very 
remiss in their instructions on this subject. Sooks 
on such themes are rarely consulted and seldom put 
into the hands oi youth, ■while pubhcations and pic- 
tures of a lascivious character are mdely diffuBed by 
youthful associates and the emissaries of the devil.. 
The consequences are disastrous. These impure 
publications and pictures are aufi'eriBd to influence 
I and corrupt the young without any sufficient anti- 
I dotes. Young persons also, in their academical 
stndieSj pore over the lascivious writings of heathen 
authoi-s without any adequate correctives. They 
indulge impurities hurtful to body, and mind, and 
soul, often without knowing the deleterious effects 
of such transgressions. Having no religious prin- 
ciple, they brave the warning of Scripture, and being 
(destitute of physiological knowledge, they commit 
*• sins of ignorance," unaware of the consequences. 
Both nature and revelation teach most important 
utts on the subject, but on parents and teach- 
•s devolves the duty of making suitable applica- 
is of such knowledge. Are not parents in duty 
lud to instruct their children fully on matters of 
mcli vital importance, relying upon God to bless 
ir efforts? The aid of the family physician can be 
., if necessary, and few young persons but would 
B alarmed at the lessons he could give, respecting 
ihe consequence of yielding to "youthful lusts;" 
3 idiocy, insanity, disfigurement of body, and im- 
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beciKty of mind, often produced. Cliildren can be 
taught tliat tlie Creator " has not made the body for 
uncleanness nor indnlgence in sensuality." 

If parents, by plain teachings from the Bible and 
other books, or by the instmmcntahty of the family 
physician, discharge their duty faithfully, the hap- 
piest results may follow. Is it too much to eay, no 
parent has a right to rear a family of childi'en with- 
out imparting to them, personally, or by a mora 
competent teacher, every thing necessary to be 
known respecting one's own body, and the danger 
of illicit communication with others, Chihbren at 
an earlier age than is generally supposed, acquire < 
pernicious habits that torment them all their days, , 
and which might be avoided by instructionB early 
and faithfully glYen. So thought the founders of the^ 
New York Magdalen Society, in the efforts to oppose 
"the vice of vices." 

Besides family instruction, Mr. Tappan was fuUy 
persuaded that pulpit instructions could be present-- 
ed with effect, on a subject at once so delicate and' 
important. A minister, contemporary with him, onoe. 
said : "I can not preach on the seventh command- 
ment." Other clergymen have shirked the duty, 
while some have performed it effectively, and in an. 
unexceptionable manner. But parental and pro- 
fessional insti-uetion, with the warnings of Scripture, 
are chiefly to be reUed upon ; and these, it is be- 
lieved, will, in most cases, be adequate to accomplish 
the end designed. 

While he considered prevention the chief object 
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to be aimed at, as it respects the young and ines- 
perieneed, he beheved that asjlums for " fallen wom- 
en," such aa exist at the prcBont time, were worthy 
of confidence and deserving ample support ; and it is 
pleasant to be able to state, on tlie authority of tha 
chaplain of one of these excellent institutions, that 
within a few years past, there has boon a growing 
interest in the reformation and salvation of the in- 
tes. 

He was also in favor of municipal and legislative 
interposition. Grime must bo subject to law, and 
receive punishment. "When city functionaries, faith- 
itil legislators and upright magistrates, perform their 
luty, vice will hide its head, dens of iniquity will be 
iroken up, and a moral purification will take place. 
Bnt effectual moral efforts will never be made unless 
the ministry and the church take the lead. Profli- 
gate jurors, unprincipled attorneys, and debauched 
judges, can not be rehed upon for the prevention 
of crime, or the punishment of transgressors. Chris- 
tians, in and out of city councils, and legislative 
balls, must cooperate with virtuous magistrates, in 
reformatory labors. 

Mr. Tappan behoved that, as "au ounce of pre- 
vention is worth a pound of cure," a large propor- 
tion of the viciousness of both sexes could be fore- 
stalled and prevented by early, faithful, persevering 
instruction and warning ; that on religious instruc- 
tors rests much of the obhgatiou, but that parents 
are called in providence to discharge a duty in this 
respect to their children that cannot be neglected, 



not evaded, 'without groat injurj to their ofispring, 
and great guilt to themselves. Children, in every 
departiutmt of society, are hable to wrong influences, 
and corrupt habits, from the destroyer of Bonis and 
his emissariee. Pointed instruction, from parenta 
and rehgioTia teachers, as well aa moral education, 
will alone, under God, save the young, amid the 
suarea set for them. 

He has given a comitandment, that if fully explain- 
ed, and 3et home upon the youthful mind and con- 
science, with all the needful explanations, such as fa- 
ther and mother can give, and which they are inexcu- 
sable if they do not give, may preserve the moral 
purity of children and youth, and thus save families 
and society from iiutold wretcheduess. This subject 
was one upon which Mr. Tappan pondered deeply. 
He knew that he had the Bible ou his side, and he 
resolved that, with the aid of the God of the Bible, be 
would do something to awaten the community, and 
arouse parents and guardians, to the consideration 
of saving the tempted, and rescuing the fallen. 

Those Christians and parents who shrink from 
such investigations and exposures, and refuse to at- 
tack vice in its strongholds, from false delicacy or 
prudery, have little resemblance to the Master, who 
did not keep himself aloof fi'om the vicious, or apol- 
ogize for open and perserering efforts to reclaim 
them. The imgodly and self-righteous of that day 
taunted him for such association with the vicious, 
and they have since that period continued to taunt 
both men and women who boldly enter the den of 
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B^lniquitj to snatcli its victims horn the roaring lions 
k to devour. 

Mr, Tappan received some scratches in his efforts 
g>f this kind, but he considered them in the hght of 
J rather than evidences of defeat. He was 
ing to lend his name, give hia money, and con- 
3 pereonal labor to this uause; and to unite 
rith good men and women in such aelf-denjing 
labors. There were some of this class, among his 
I and the other sex, aa there always haa been, 
I "despising the shame," like their divine Lord, 
ssteem it an honor to snatch as brands fi'om the fire, 
) unhappy and miserable victims of self-indul- 
gence and pollution, and to lend their aid in es- 
J>osing and bringing to condign punishment flagi'ant 



His experience in other laboi^s for the reclama- 
tion of the wicked, and the punishment of evil-doars, 
had taught him that incipient effoi'ts are often de- 
feated, and that final victoiy sometimes results fi-om 
iarly diacomfitui-ea. In the efforts made for the 
scoverj of the licentious he knew also that defeat 
I often attended philanthropic labora; and it 
night be HO again. He felt willing, however, to 
e renewed efforts with the best agency at hand, 
wlieving that even partial failure in a good cause 
5 better than inaction when a mighty evil was 
be assailed; and thaf good seed, prayei-fully 
town, would spring up and bear fi'uit. 
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VIII. 



Me. Tappan's mind had been for a long time di-* 

reeled toward the condition of the people of color, 
and he spared no pains to gain information both aa 
to the free and the enslaved. In the coarse of bis 
inquiries he had some correspondence with Willi+m 
WiLEEBFtiECB. The American Colonimtion Sociely 
was then in the ascendency, and its friends claim- 
ed to be, jxir exceUcnce, the friends of the colored 
race. 

Near the close of the year 1816, a meeting was 
called to assemble in Washington City, to form tha 
society. Henby Cl4Y presided. The project origi- 
nated with slaveholders, although some good men 
iv6m non-slaveholding states, were associated with 
them in the scheme. The ostensible object was 
expressed in the second article of its constitution : 

"The object to which its attention is to be exclu- 
sivehj directed is to promote and execute a plan 
for colonizing (with their consent) the free people 
of color residing in our country, in Africa, or such 
other place, as Congress shall deem most expedi- 
ent." The object in view, therefore, was the re- 
moval of the free negi'oes to Africa, if Congress so 
determined; but to any place out of the United 
States, if it should be deemed preferable by the na- 
tional legislature. 

Mr. Tappan, with many other friends of the 
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blacks, was induceil to give tlio society a cordial 
support. "Wlif!!!, however, it became known to him 
that New England mm, powder and shot, and wcap- 
of war were regularly sent to Liberia by the 
society, and supplied to the colonists, he remon- 
strated." And when he saw that slaves were manu- 
mitted on condition that they should be sent to 
Africa, he came to the conclusion that he could no, 
longer aid a society that inflicted such an injury 
upon the colonists and the natives of Africa, besides 
trampling upon its own constitution. 

The society, by sending to Africa siates who 
gave no consent to go there, unless a choice of eviJs, 
hetween expntrlalion and slavery, be called a "con- 
sent," violated its own constitution, as Mx. Tappan 
believed; and by sending mm, powder, shot and 
guns demoraUzed both colonists and native Ah'ieana. 
Many northern people had been induced to give 
their confidence, their money, and their prayers un- 
der the assurance that the Society was missionary 
in its design, and would also tend to the extinction 
of slavery, 

Aa the society proceeded in its operations, the 
minds of thousands were opened to the design of 
the leaders in the enterprise. Among them was 
Daniel Webstee, who, in his palmiest days, in pres- 
ence of a committee appointed in Boston to report 
a constitution of a Society to be called the Mas- 
sach'uselts Culontzation Sociely, said, "I cannot give 
my sanction to the object, for I see that it origina- 
o See Appendix 4, far /ac(*. 



128 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

tecl in a plan to get riJ of tbo free ncgi-oe8 in order 
to render slavery more Beicure, aud I 'will have notli- 
ing more to do with it,"* 

After the commencement of tlie anti-BlaTeiy agi- 
tation the opposition to the Colonization Society 
increased. Mr. Tappan was applied to from Tarious 
quartera, to know the reason of his withdrawal from 
it. On being applied to bj the Anti-slavery Society 
at Andover, Mass., to give his viows respecting the 
"American Colonization Society," he replied in a let- 
ter, thus introduced by tbe secretary to the editor 
of the Liberator: "Theological Seminary, Andover, 
March 29, 1833. Mr. Garrison : In the correspond- 
ence of the Anti-slavery Society in this seminftry, 
the following coinmnni cation has been received from 
a distinguished pbUanthropist, which it is presumed 
"will be read with interest by the Christian commu- 
nity." 



Dear Bat : Your commimication of tbe 8th inst. has re- 
mtdned till uow aDaaswered, in consequence of a press ol 
other cores. You iiak my opinion of the Colonization Soci- 
ety, nnd suggest the inquiry whether with ita present prin- 
oiplea antl character, it is worthy of the patronage of the 
Christian public ? My engagements do not admit of my 
giving an elaborate answer to this inqniry, or explaining at 
length my views of the colonization project. 

o This wnH snid in prpsence of iosH TiPPiN, and other niem- 
beTB of the caminittee, -nho nfl«r auch a deduration, declined 
reporting a constitution for an aimliuty socleti/ in >LissachnaettB. 
Mr. Webster aftenvards mode a speach in behalf of the Parent Bo- 
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When this society was organized, I was one of its warm- 
est friends, and anticipated great good from its influence, 
both in Christianizing Africa and abolishing slavery in our 
country. At one time, I had a plan for establishing a line of 
packets between this city and the colony, and for opening a 
trade with the interior of Africa. I also offered to pay one 
thousand dollars to the society, if the one hundred individu- 
als, proposed in the plan of Gerrit Smith, could be found in 
one year. I mention these things to show how heartily I 
entered into the scheme. 

The first thing that shook my confidence in th6 society, 
was the fact that ardent spirits were allowed to be sold at the 
colony, and, as the agents wrote me from Liberia, in giving 
the assortment suitable to make up an invoice, were consid- 
ered indispensable. 

I used the little influence I had with the society to obtain 
a prohibition of the admission of ardent spirits into the col- 
ony ; wiSh what success may be seen in the fact, that no less 
than fourteen hundred barrels of the liquid poison have been 
sold there within a year. 

With my feelings somewhat cooled by the knowledge that 
ardent spirits, tobacco, powder and balls, were leading arti- 
cles of trade at the colony, I read with some care the argu- 
ments of that distinguished and fearless philanthropist, W. L. 
Garrison, in the Liberator, and was soon led to ask myself 
whether this splendid scheme of benevolence was not a de- 
vice of Satan, to rivet still closer the fetters of the slaves, 
and to deepen the prejudice against the free colored peo- 
ple. 

I now believe it is, and that it had its origin in the single 
motive to get rid of the free colored people, that the slaves 
may be held in greater safety. Good men have been drawn 
into it, under the delusive idea that it would break the chains 
of slavery and evangelize Africa ; but the day is not far 
distant, I believe, when the society will be regarded in its 
true character, and be deserted by every one, who wishes to 
see a speedy end put to slavery in this land of boasted free- 
dom. 

You are at liberty to make what use you please of this 

6* 
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expression of my eBntimenta. I rpj'oice to witness the effort 
that ia everywhere making to let th« captive go free, and that 
the number ia diiily iiiereuHing of those who ore resolved not 
to ce4i»e their efforts in every lawful way to secure to our col- 
ored fellow-citizeiis equal rights with others. 

That your society may be eminently instrumenfnl in dis- 
sipating prejudice and pouring light upon the intellect of 
the millionB of our countrymen who are held in bondage, is 
the earnest prayer ot your fellow laborer, 

AUTHOR TAPPAN. 

The following letter, published in the New York 
Emngelist of June 29, 1833, is a corroboration of 
the statements made in the preceding letter to Mr. 
Laine : 

Mb. Leatttt — DEiB Sik : The Colonization Society has 
given ft wide circulation to the remarks referred to in the en- 
closed communication, and I ask aa a favor that you ivill ad- 
mit to your columns my vindication. 

I am truly yours, 

A. T. 



In the African R^osUnry tor May, I observe Bonie re-- 
marks accompanying the letter recently addressed by me to 
the Anti -slavery Society in the theological seminary ot Ando- 
ver. The writer of the remarks makea me say, that because' 
ardent spirits are sold at Liberia, I was led to the belief thafe 
the colony was founded in the single motive to perpetuate 
slavery. I aak if my language will justify this aoaatrucHon f 
I certainly drew no such inference from such premises, 
ra-perusal of my letter will satisfy any candid mind. 

The writer of the remarks says, my language wonld lead 
to the belief that I had received from the agent ot the Colo- 
nization Society tte statement, " that ardent spirits wni 
indispensable article of trade at the colony," This interenca 
is correct. It was from Doctor Randall I hod that infonnft-' 
tion, aa his letter in my possession will show. 
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It will be incnmbent on mo to prodnco my antliorily for 
the osBertion that ' ' fourteen linndred burrela of ardent 
spirits have been sold at the colony in one year," when the 
icietj bna denied the fact, as they doubtless Lave the meana 
oi doing if it is untrue ; and when they do deny it, I shoU 
show that »w( Imlf Ihe truth haa been liAd, as I am now enabled 
to state from more recent information. 

is said I have no authority for the opinion that the Col- 
onization Society "is a device of Satan, and owes its exis- 
tence to the single motiTe to perpetuate slavery." I would 
k if it is not supposable, that Satan sametimeB uses good 
men to promote his purposes ? What else will account for 
the fact that so many of ourljest men are now "led captive 
&t his will" in the unrighteous prejudice ngQinst tlte colored 
a prejudice that is to be found in tltis land of boosted 
freedom alone, out of the eight hundred millions that people 
the earth. Yes, let me repeat it, n prejudice tliat exists in 
this country alone, against the acutiment of the whole world 
es, and which iu the iiu:6 of heaven we dare to allege as 
M)n wiiy the colored man cannot be elevated in this 
country. What I Shall eight or nine miUions of "pale- 
faced" human beings, nrrogate to themselves the right to 
trample under foot their fellow-men, because the color of 
their skin is different, when, too, a vast majority of mankind 
a the side of the colored man ? I ask then if there is no 
. reason to beheve, that such a prejudice comes, not from God, 
"who made of one blood all the children of men," but from 
the source 1 have ascribed to it ? 

lave no intention to impugn the motives of those great 
and good men, Finley, Mills, and others, who it is said first 
conceived the idea of the Colonization Society. But there is 
abundant evidence, that a similar plan htid been in agitation 
in the Virginia legislature year after year, before these esti- 
mable men broached the subject, and we know that when 
the plan was brought forward by them, it had its chief siip- 
pjrt from slave-owners, who have never evidenced the purity 
of their motives by giving freedom to their slaves, a measure 
e would expect naturally to flow from a sincere desire to 
benefit the colored men. 
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Tmsting in a sense of justice to obtain for this, admit- 
tance into the nest ReposUonj, I am with great perBonal es- 
tt'i-m. Tours, 

ABTHtlR TAPPAN. 

The demoralizing effects of rum shipped to the 
coast of Africa have not ceased. Mr, Walker of tha 
Gaboon Mission, states facts that shoidd crimson 
the faces of all persons who have beeii instrumental 
in shipping from this countiy, and pom-ing upon the 
benighted people of that country, this burning lava. 
His letter "closes with Btatements which may well 
cause ChiTstians to respond earnestly to the call for 
prayer in behalf of a heathen people, cursed and 
wasted away by the traffic in ram from Chiistian 
lands; and for the Chiistian missionary called to 
encounter such evils brought in from his own home, 
and creating a banier against his success more 
hopelessly impregnable than all the native pagan- 
ism, vice, and degradation of that people." Mr. 
Walker concludes his letter thus:* 

But Siiton is not to be thus defeated, and where the 
foot of tiiB white man hiLs never ti'od, the fiery stream ol 
alcohol rolls and burns, cansing waste and anguish and hor- 
rors greater than the middle passage ever witnessed. Some 
people wonder why the coast tribes of Africa waste away and 
disappear. It is no wonder to one who lives liere, with hia 
eyes open, unless he himself has come within the maelstrom. 
The coast is beleaguered with the hosta of Satan ; and they 
are bold, persistent, untiring, unscrupulous, unmerciful. If 
you wish to know some of the concomitaots of the rum trade 
and rum drinking, read Prov. 23 : 33. These are our real ob- 
etacles. Heathenism is bad, but unmixed it is not impreg- 
nable. Nine-t«nthB of the liquor exported from Liverpool 
o Miswonary Herald, February, 1S70, p. 49. 
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r oomea to this const. American traders geuerall}' axe, the 
[ flfune. Prny for lis, tliat there may be foiuiil ten righteous 
[■ mea here, nnd that oil the people perish not. 

The very facta adduced by friends of the Coloni- 
L zation Society in support of its claima, and particu- 
larly those that were offered to justify the expatria- 
tion of the people of color to another land, seemed 
I to Mr. Tappan's mind nTesistible to influence him 
' and others, to oppose it. "The prejudice against 
1 the negro is so sti-ong that it cannot be overcome; 
I even Christianity cannot overcome it." This, thought 
the, is a slander against the religion of Jesus. "They 
t never can be elevated here to equal rights, and 
will ever be nnhappy and miserable while they 
t remain among ns." This, if true, thought he, is 
I onr fault and not theirs. We are bound to remove 
L obstacles, give the colored man a chauce, offer him 
I the right hand of fellowship, do away with oppres- 
I aivG enactments and usages, treat him as a fijUow- 
L citizen, and fellow-Christian, here, in the land of his 
r nativity. Christ died for the colored man as well 
w as for the white man. Ho is no respecter of persons. 
[.He taught that "a certain man" — a poor slave per- 
I liaps — fell among thieves, who robbed him, and left 
I him half dead. A tme picture of slavery 1 
I And we are told that there came down a certain 
I priest that way, and when he saw him, he passed by 
L on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he was 
L at the place, came and looked on him, and also pass- 
tpd by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
Bwhen he saw him had compassion on him, bound up 



his wounds, and took care of liim. "Which now of 
these three, thiuieat thou," said our Lord, "waa 
neighbor unto him that fell among thievea?" The 
answer was, "He that showed mercy on him." 
Then said Jesua unto him, "Go, and do thou like- 



It behooves ua, then, thought Mr. Tappan, to act 
the part of the Samaritan toward tlie poor colored 
man, bond and free; biud up his wounds of body 
and mind, take eai-e of him iu his own land, the land 
of his birth ; console, reheve, and administer to his 
best good here, rather than among etrangers, in a 
distant, heathen laud. He saw nothing in the para- 
ble of the Good Samaritan to justify sending the 
colored man to Africa, to do him good therfe. 

The Saviour taught that neighbor means any one 
whom we can benefit, by administering to his imme- 
diate wants; and the dictionary interprets the word 
to mean "a couutryman," a "fellow-being," "one 
that needs our help." The negi'o, reasoned Mr. 
Tappan, is a fellow-countryman, ho needs my help, 
it is for his good, and for the honor of Christianity 
that assistance be afforded him, here and now; and 
hating caste, and loving the Saviour, he ,shaU have 
it so far as it is in my power, with divine aid, to 
give it. 

This subject has been discussed at such length 
because he was once a zealous supporter of the colo- 
nization scheme, and abandoned it for wise and good 
reasons, much to the annoyance of his former asso- 
ciates, some of whom were never reconciled to the 
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course he felt constrainei-l to take, and seized every 
opportunity to oppose the anti-slavery cause, in 
which Le heartily engaged when he turned away 
from the Colonization Society. He. believed it to 
be, not the friend but tho foe of the people of color. 
But he ackuowledged that tiiero were individuals 
who continued to cling to that scheme, and were yet 
their friends. Ho deplored their delusion, bat re- 
solved on exercising candor, while true to his own 
matured judgment. 

The people of color, from the beginning, had an 
instinctive dislike to the colonization scheme. This 
dislike was not prompted by the originators of the 
anti-slavery reform, as their opposition is dated 
anterior to the agitation of the slavery question. In 
January, 1817, a month or two after the formation 
of the Colonization Society, more than three thou- 
sand free people of color assembled in Philadelphia 
to express their views of the society. At this meet- 
ing they nnanimousiy replied to the question, " Are 
you willing to accept its offers? " with an emphatic 
NO. They sent forth an address, " To the humane 
and benevolent inhabitants of the city of Philadel- 
phia," from which the following is an extract: 

We have no wish to aepantto from our preBent homes for 
any pniposa whatever. Contented with onr present eitua- 
tion and condition, we are not desirous of increnaing their 
jiroBperity but by honest effbrta, and by the use of those 
opportunities for their improvement, which the constitution 
ftod the laws iillow to alL It is, thereiore, with painful soii- 
eitnde and sorrowinff regret, we have seen a plan for coloni- 
zing the free people of color of the United States, on the 
Eoiist of Afrioa. 
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We Titanhly, respeattnlly, and fervently entreat and be- 
Beech your disupprobation of the plan of colonization now 
offered by the "American Society for colonizing the tree 
people of color of the United atatea." Here, in the city of 
Philadelphia, where the voice of the suffering sons of Africa 
waa first heard ; where was first commenced the work of abo- 
lition, on which Heaven has Bmiled, for it could have buccbsb 
only from the great MiLster ; let not a purpose be OBGisted 
which will stay the cause of the entire abolition of slavery in 
the United States, and which may defeat italtogether ; which 
proffers to those who do not ask for them, hsitefits, but which 
they consider injuries, and which must insure to the multi- 
tudes, whose players can only reach you through us, misery, 
sufferings, ond perpetual siaeen/. 

JAHE3 FORTBN, CsAiBiuii. 
RuasEL PiBKOTT, Secretary. 

Meetings of people of color were held in most of 
the citieB and towns in the United States, at that 
early period, and it was their united and strenuous 
Opposition to the expatriation scheme that first 
induced William: Lloyd Gabeison and others to 
oppose it. 

No wonder that sucli an appeal, when it became 
kno\vii to Arthur Tappan, and when he became per- 
sonally acquainted with the letiding men who had 
adopted it, touched his keenest sensibHities, and 
attached him more strongly to his oppressed fellow- 
men. In company with his friend, Mr, Jocelyn, he 
visited Philaflelpbia, and had intei-views with Mr. 
James Fobtek, and other intelligent and influential 
men of color. Their industry, thrift and respecta- 
bility deeply impressed him, and * he fidly sympa- 
thized with them in their distrust of a society, com- 
posed largely of slaveholders, that aimed at their 
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EmoTal from tlio land of tlicir bii-tb and affections 
a heathen hmd. 

This feelmg was mtensified as the sentiments of 
influential colonizationists were promulgated, from 

I time to time. In the Fifteenth Annual Report of 
l&e American Odlonizalion Society, the managers 
toy: " Oauses ieymtd tlie control of Ike human will 
tnost prevent their ever rising to equahty with the 
■whites." "The managers consider it clear, that 
causes exist, and are operating, to prevent their 
improvement and elevation to any considtTable 
extent, as a class, in this country, which are fixed, 
not only beyond the control of the friends of human- 
ity, BDT OF ANY HUMAN PonTit. Christianity cannot 
Ido for them here, what it will do for them in Africa. 
3 is not the fault of the colored man, nor t^ the 
n, nor of Christianity; but it is AS OKdina- 
jaoN OF Pbovidesce, and no more to he ckaiiged than 
e laws of nature." 
No wonder that abolitionistB, the world over, 
tejeeted such atrocious sentiments. Enghsh philan- 
thropists, as well as American, uttered their eou- 
denmation of them. "No one," said Judge Wiluam 
Jay, "surely need to blush at acknowledging that he 
has been deceived in the society, since WnJJERFoncE 
placed his name at the head of a protest against it. 
The following is an extract from this protest : ' "We 
tQust be understood utterly to repudiate the prin- 
piples of the Ameeioan Colonization Society.' " 
It will be in place here to insert a most eloquent 
)peal OB behalf of the much abused people of color. 
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by one of their own number, the late Kev. Peteb 
WiLLiAMB, rector of St. Philip'a church. New York: 
"We are natives of this countiy; we ask only to be 
treated aa well as foreigners. Not a few of our 
fathers suffered and bled to purchase its indepen- 
dence. We ask only to be treated as well as those 
who fought against it. We have toiled to cultivate 
it, and to raise it to its present prosperous condition. 
We ask only to share equal pri\'iloge3 with those 
who come fi'om distant lands to enjoy the fi'uita o£ 
our labor." 

Mr. Williams, during the mob violence in the: 
city of New York, waff the leading minister of the 
gospel among his people, and also a member of the 
executive committee of the Ameritun Anti-slavery 
Socicly. He was requii'ed by the bishop of the dio- 
ceas, Mr. Onderdonk, to renounce his connectioii 
with it. Such a command pained the heart of the 
good man, and he would have refused compliance, 
but the influences employed were too powerful for 
him to withstand. He submitted, and prepared an 
apology to be submitted to his anti-slavery friends, 
in which, while obeying the order of his spiritual 
chief, he expressed his opinions, modestly but firmly, 
of the anti-slavery cause. This apology he left with 
his ecclesiastical superior, who imdertook to alter 
it by expunging several sentences, and then causing 
it to be pubhahed without consulting Mi'. WiUiamsI 
The aggrieved man of God keenly felt the outrage, 
but deemed himseK bound by his ordination vowa 
to submit in silence. 
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It appeal's neeessary to express such views of 
tlje colonization scheme because, even at tliia day, 
igDorant black people are persuaded that Africa is 
their natural home, that they will never have their 
rights in this country, etc. ; and their consent is 
gained to be shipped off to a distant land, where the 
advantages for snccesaful labor and education are 
far inferior to what they are in the United States. 
And tliia, when there is such a demand for labor at 
the South, and colored men of good capacity are 
elected to the judicial bench, to state legislatures, 
and even to Congress! 

While we write, a report is published in one of 
the daily papers, of a public meeting on Brooklyn 
heights, at a church (St, Ann's) on the evening of 
the Lord's day, in which one of the speakers uses 
the following langiiage : "In the United States, with 
ten to one against them, the blacks must ultimately 
be crushed by and give way before the whites in the 
great struggle of life." And the audience, in a 
Christian church, are invited to lend their influence, 
and contribute their means, and thus to fulfil this 
unchristian prophecy. The speaker said, that " those 
who were wilhng might go to Liberia, where they 
would become agents in tho grand work of civilizing 
Africa." If thus capable they should by all means 
be retained in this country to teach the first princi- 
ples of Christianity to those, who yielding to an 
nnchristian prejudice, would expatriate them. Mr. 
Tappan contended zealously for tlie extinction of 
this prejudice to his dying day, ajid it is fit that a 
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remonstrance against aueii a pcrvei-sion of Christian 
benevolenco should accompany this tribute to his 
memory. 

It is sometimes asked, "Have not the colored 
people the same right to emigrate to Africa that 
other persons have to emigrate to any part of the 
world they choose?" The answer is, certainly they 
have. Abolitionists, and intelligent free people of 
color, oppose the Colonization Society because it 
was directed by slaveholders and their allies, not to 
benefit the blacks, but to get rid ot them, or for the 
double motive in some cases; and it is a matter of 
history that very few, if any eolonizationists, then 
or since, have labored for the extinction of slavery. 

Slavery being abolished, and the full rights of 
citizenship secured to the people of color, the ques- 
tion now is, ought or ought not the colonization 
scheme to be encouraged ? As already conceded, 
colored men have the right to go where they please, 
and white men have a right to help therp to emi- 
grate. AH this is allowed. But uo individual or 
society has a moral right to inculcate the impos- 
sibility of people of color rising here as well aa 
abroad. Such sentiments are anti-republican and 
unchristian ; particularly when the rights of colored 
men, to their fullest extent, have been recognised 
by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Is it not worthy of the most serious tyansidera- 
tion of aU truly benevolent and Chi'istian men 
whether it is consistent with the principles of our 
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goTemment ami of Christianity to encourage the 
emigration of any citizen to a foreign land, especial- 
ly to a heathen land, who is not a person of moral 
and Christian principles, and who emigrates to do 
good. Mr, Tappan, in his mature life, believed it 
■was wrong to encourage the emigration of persona 
who went fi-om selfish motives, whose principles and 
liabita were unworthy of imitation, and who them- 
l^elves needed the restraints of moral and religious 
institutions, instead of being motlels for the imita- 
Hon of those less favored than themselves. He felt 
shat encouragement to emigrate should be held out 
io those, and those only who desired to go with a 
piissionary spirit. Was he not right? 

Mr. Tappan had no objection, of course, to the 
emigration of deserving men of color to Africa, 
ihough he did object strongly to the coercive sys- 
lem, direct or implied; and tliought it against the 
^niu5 of Christianity to encourage men who were 
Bstitute of religious principles, and especially if 
lestitute of common morality, in going from a Chris- 
tan to a heathen or semi-heathen land. 

Among those he aided to return to their native 
horea was an Afiican named Abdual Eahaman, a 
on of one of tlie native tings. He had been cap- 
Bred ia war by a neighboiing tribe ; sold by his 
laptora to alavetradera ; and by them brought to 
Sew Orleans. After living a slave at Natchez, Mis- 
dssippi, forty years, he was recognized by a aur- 
[eon in the United States' navy. 

The surgeon had been attached to a United 
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States man-ot-war off the coast of Africa, and hav- 
ing gone ashore to hunt, was left by the ship. He 
lodged one night at the house of Abdual'a father 
and on seeing the son at Natcl^ez, he made interes 
with influential pei-aons on his behalf. He was 
bought of his master with a view to send In'm to 
Liberia, as it was thought be could be of groat ser- 
vice to the colonists by iuflueucing his countrymej 
to befriend them. 

He came to Boston, where through Mr, Charles 
Tappan's exertions, a considerable sum was rai 
in Masaachusetts for his benefit. He recommended' 
liiin to his brother Ai'thur in New York, who, in con- 
junction with other fi'iends, paid a large sum to: 
redeem Abdual's wife and children from slavery. 
The whole family embarked for Liberia, with a num- 
ber of other emigrants. Ahdual died in six weeks 
after his arrival, and half of the number of emigrants 
met within the time the same fate. 

Abdual Rahaman was a Mohammedan, of Moor- 
ish extraction, well educated, tall and dignified in bis 
appearance, and read the Arabic language fluently, 
and wrote it with elegance. His princely bearing, 
and inteUigence excited much interest, wherever hd 
went, and contributed to increase the indignation 
felt for the cruel system of slavery. 
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IX. 

After ceasing to feel an interest in the Coloni- 
isation Society, Mr. Tappan applied himself more 
flian before to the improvement of the people of 
color in their own country. He inquired into their 
condition and wants, and took pleasnre in aiding 
Qiem in all ways consistent with their best good. 
vas especially desirous of promotiug their intel- 
lectual and moral elevation. To this end he spared 
bo expense of time or money. Whatever plana of 
Bsefulnesa were suggested he investigated, and aided, 
ao far as they appeared judicious. 

After purchasing a house in New Haven for a 

mily residence, and being there almost weekly 

□leelf, he formed an acquaintance with Kev. Sim- 

L S. Jocelyn, who was minister of a congrega- 

1 of colored people in that city, and hia friend- 

ihip and intimacy continued with this devoted friend 

i theii-s during hia whole life. With him he ascer- 

ained the condition of the colored people in New 

[aven and elsewhere, and they united in devising 

lans for their benefit. 

He learned that a society had been formed at 
Hew Haven, called the "African Improvement So- 
jety," in which several prominent Christian ladies 
deep interest, and he gladly cooperated 
with them, and the advisory committee of gentle- 
aen, bi carrying forward its plans of usefulness. It 
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was Lis practice, as opportunity offered, to attend 
tlie meetings of the colored people, to counsel them, 
express his sympathy with them in their trials and 
privations, and to manifest that he discarded, both 
in sentiment and practice, the hateful caste feeling 
that so extensively prevailed in the country, and in 
no part of it more than in Oonnecticut. At the 
same time he aimed to he discreet in his deport-* 
ment, and thns avoid all reasonable censnre. He 
knew that the prejudice against the colored people 
was vincible, but at the same time he realized that 
it was deep-rooted, and must be removed, not by 
extreme measures, but by then' gradual elevation. 

Believing fully in the equality of all men in the 
sight of God, as laid down in the Scriptures, and in 
the Declaration of Independence, it was his earnest 
desire to show that he regarded the colored man as 
a fellow-citizen; and to treat him as he would a 
white man in the various walks of hfe. This course 
of action he believed was consonant with the prin- 
ciples of our repubUcan government, and the pre- 
cepts of Christ. The contrary course he beheved 
to be cruel as weU as dishonoraiy to Christianity 
and insulting to the Creator; so contrary to the 
principles of the gospel that it is a marvel that it 
any where exiata in lands called Christian, It is 
also ao oppoaite to the spirit of republicanism that 
foreigners are greatly surprised that it prevails in a 
country where the doctrine of equality of all men 
before the law lies at the foundation of the govern- 
ment. 
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God has made of one blood all men, black and 
■ white; and Christ lias died for all, and offers salva-" 
tion to bond and free, Jew and Gentile. He has 
provided mansions in heaven for all true beUevera ; 
and shall man, in his egotism and pride, spurn his 
colored brother, like himself made in the image of 
Gt)d, and invited to a glorious immortality? Espe- 
iallj is it befitting those who think they have been 
ideemed by the atoning blood of the Saviour to set 
tt naught, or stand ajjart from those who are made, 
tj the all-wise Father of alJ, of a different complex- 
on from themselves? Such a prejudice is enough 
J make angels weep I 

He believed also that the total abohtion of the 
Bste feeling is for the welfare of the whole commu- 
ity, ■white and colored. Thus judging he deter- 
iiued to evince by his whole deportment that ho 
espised caste, and was the fiiend and brother of 
H men without distinction of complexion or condi- 
on. To those who objected to this course, and to 
U vrho opposed it, he could say: "Whether it be 
^ht in the sight of God to hearken unto you njpre 
lan unto God, judge ye." 

He was fully impressed with the importance of 
arents so training then- children, that they will 
row up with kind feelinga toward the poor, and 
Specially toward thoae whose complexions expose 
lem to the insults of coarse-minded and hard- 
earted persons. For the harmony of societj, and 
e welfare of the whole people, it seems important 
bat great forbearance should be exercised on the 
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p.irt of tlie rich toward tho poor, and the laboring 
•clasaes toward each other, irrespective of condition 
or complexion. It is all-important also that, now 
the people of color are invested with all the privi- 
logea of citizenship, and of course brought into 
closer alBuitieH, hostihties of every kind should tome 
to au end. 

If, as children, they are not allowed to meet in 
tlio same week-day and Sabbath schools, and en- 
couragtid by parents and teachers to behave kindly 
til each other, how, as men, will they be able to meet 
at the polls, sit on juries, attend political meetings, 
practise at the bar, noite in processions, and mingle 
with their fellow-men iu the various walks of lite, on 
equal terms, as the reUgion of Jesus, and the laws of 
the land require ? 

A convention of people of color was held in Phil- 
adelphia in 1831, of delegates from several states, 
to consult upon the common interest. It was nume- 
rously attended, and the proceedings were conducted 
with much ability. A resolution was adopted that 
it is expedient to establish a collegiate school, on 
the manual labor system. Soon after, a committee 
appointed for the purpose made an appeal to the 
benevolent, in which they stated the disadvantages 
under which their sons and daughters were placed, 
in not being able to gain admission into seminaries 
of learning, or in mechanical establishments; the 
strong desu'e felt for their education, and the neces- 
sity that existed for such a school. They also sug- 
gested that New Haven, Connecticut, would be a 
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I suitable place for its location. Mi-. Tappan who liad 
L given much attention to the subject, espressetl his 

■ satisfaction in -view of the laudable enterprise, and 
ftjfromised substantial aid, while Mr. Jocelyn and 
Ijpther friends of the colored people cooperated with 
Hum in devising a plan for carrying oat the desired 
Bobject. 

I It was supposed that a favorable impression had 
I been made at New Haven, with regard to the eleva- 
I tion of the people of color, and that the officers of 

■ Tale College, and influential citizens would not 
lioppose, but rather aid the project. BesJAmin Lundy 
Iliad been there, and hatl addressed the members of 
rthe Legislature of Connecticut in the statehouse 
Lcn the importance of educating the blacks, and his 

■ address had been very favorably received.* A book- 
Keeller in the city had published an edition of a 

■ pamphlet by Charles Stuart, on the beneficent 
■.results of emancipation in the West Indies, at the 
■Tequeat of IVIi'. Tappan, and chiefly at his expense, a 
■large part of which had been circulated,! The im- 
Kjiression on the public mind seemed to be good. 

m ' This unoBtentationa Bud meritoriouH tunn tlied in August, 
■M39, at HecnepiD, Illinois. A westent piip^T said of him, " Tha 
^Uaoneer editor uf the auti-slrtvery euteipiiKo lias gone to his iixt" 
Bin Generul V/a^as's article in the AUaniie Monthly, Febiuaiy, 
■1670, p. US, commemorative of Edwih M. Stanton, it is said : 
^''Benjainin Lusdy, the eerly abolitionist, vas a frequent visitor at 
^piiB tutlier's house, and Mr, Stanltin once told me tlint he had oftea 
^mt upon that devoled philanthropist's knee irheu a child, and 
HliBt«ne4 ^ ^i^ words." 

H~ f A world-wide philanthropist, and outspoken Cbristinn. He 
BVbb aO EngUshiuiiu by birth, and long a captain in the British 
BiBast India service, from which, at the period alluded to, he had 
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Mr, Tappan, therefore, after causing inqniry to 
be mjwle of some of the profoasors, and other lead- 
ing individuals, united with Mr. Jocelyn and other 
persons friendly to the enterprise in projecting a 
college or high school, for colored youtli. It was 
believed that some of the professors would give fcbem 
the benefit of their lectures. It was supposed, also, 
that young men of color might come from various 
parts of the country, and from the British Islands, 
and avail themselves of the opportunity to acquire 
a solid education. Mr. Tappan purchased several 
acres of land, in the southerly part of the city, and 
made arrangements for the erection of a suitable 
building, and furnishing it with needful supplies, in 
a way to do honor to the city and country. His 
heart was full of the subject, and personally and by 
letters he invited the aid of other friends of the col- 
ored people, and urged forward the undertaking 
with his accustomed zeal and liberality. 

To his great regret, and that of his associates, 
the people of New Haven, became violently agitated 
in opposition to the plan. Misrepresentations yfeie 
made of the designs of the founders, fears were 
expressed that both city and college would suffer 
injury, if the scheme was prosecuted. " The whole 
retired du half pay. During a series of ypdra he lectnred oa the 
anti-ftlaver; suttject, nnd otbor moml reforms, in England and tiia 
United States, witli disintarested zeal and fearieaaupsB, giving hia 
time and money for tlie prouotiou of liecevoleut enterprises. Hs 
died in Canada, at an advanced age, liaving been promota^ to bs 
n mnjor in the Britisli army. He miglit appropriately have adopt- 
ed tlie motto of Franklin ! ■' Where liberty dwells, tliera is my 
sonntiy. " 



VIOLENT OPPOSITION. 



149 



city was filled witli confusion." The people had 
heard of Mr. Tappan's supposed wealth and gener- 
osity, of his determinatiou to carry forward favorite 
plans at all events, and seemed to fear that the citj 
would he overrun with negroes from all parts of 
the world. There were not wanting persons to in- 
flame the pubhc mind. "A negro college by the 
side of Tale College!" "The City of Elms disgraced 
for ever I" " It must not and shall not be !" Such 
was the popular cry. 

Even persons of calm judgment and philan- 
thropic views on most subjects, were carried away 
by the clamor. They seemed to imagine that the 
success of the eutei-prise would be a stain upon 
[ the city, injure ita business and bring a stigma upon 
Tale College. A panic seemed to have seized the 
minds of the people, and it was decided to have a 
public meeting of the citizens to take into consider- 
ation the project of eatabhshing the "odious insti- 
tution," and expressing their views upon it. Ac- 
cordingly the mayor of the city summoned a meet- 
ing to be held on the 8th of September. There was 
great excitement. Mr. Jocelyn calmly stated the 
I i&ets and corrected some of the many misrepresen- 
f tations. But veiy few of those supposed to be 
pfevorable to the enterprise, came forward in this 
I axigency to sustain it. Mr. Tappan was in New 
Tork, and of course not present at the meeting. 
L The opposers of the measure rallied in strong force 
1 were vociferous in opposition. Several of them 
longed to the legal profession, and by their in- 
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flatumatory speeches, added greatly to the escite- 
mciit. 

But there irere a few wlio did not quail b^ore 
the storm. One of these noble spirits was a native of 
Virginia,* who had been educated at New Haven, and 
lifted up his voice iu favoi' of giving colored youth 
a chance' to acquire an education in the "land of 
steady habits," and with great manliness, as a lover 
of universid education, avowed liis beUef in the 
brotherhood of man according to the Scriptures, A 
disUngiiished lawj-er.t a native of the city, came to 
his support, and the support of Mr. Jocelyn, and 
in a speech of much force defended the right of the 
friends of the people of color to estabhsh a sebool 
for their benefit wherever they chose; repudiated 
the notion that such a school would be injurious 
to the city or the college; and lamented the ex- 
citement and the opposition to what be deemed a 
praiseworthy undertakmg. But it was all in vain ! 
The following resolution was submitted for adop- 
tion, and was passed by neariy a unanimous vote: 

Jiesolveil, by tiie Muyor, Altlcrraeu, Common Conncil, 
nnd fceemen at the city of New HaveD, in cifj meeting na- 
sembled, tlmt we ^sill rests/ the estnblishment of the proposed 
college in this place, by every lawful means. 

In view of the unexpected hostUity to the meas- 
ure, Mr. Tappan and its other friends abandoned 

o Mr. James Donftghe, now a resirlent of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

f EoGEE S. BALnwm, Esq., afterwards the defender of tha 
"Amistad Africans," -Groyernor of Connecticut, and Senator in 
CoDgriiss, wlio, from coQTiction nnd hereditary pioclivitdes, wfts erat 
the iricnd and advocate of tlie culored man. 
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it. They published in the Neta Haven Journal a 
full accoiuit of tile proceediugs, witli a remonstrance 
against the action of the city meeting, the dishon- 
orable casts and pro-alavery subserviency mani- 
fested by the leaders of the opposition; and an 
appeal to the Christian and honorable feeling that 
should exist in the community. They had the sat- 
isfaction to know that the appeal met the approba- 
tion of not a few in New Haven, and in other parts 
of the country. Many persons attributed the oppo- 
sition of the people of New Haven to the education 
of the people of color, to the prevalence of coloniza^ 
tion aeutimenta. It was thought to be against the 
policy of colbnizationists to favor their elevation in 
this countiy. It was the opiniou of Judge Jay, 
that " the colonization party in New Haven could 
have prevented this high-handed oppression, but 
their influence was exerted not for, but o-tjainsl the 
improvement and elevation of their colored breth- 
ren."* However this maj be, the prevalence of 
caste has been vety gi-eat, aud exists at the present 
day, when happily slavery is abolished. 

An improved state of feeUng, however, com- 
menced soon after the action of the "Common Coun- 
cil and freemen of the city of New Haven." A dia- 
tinguislied professor in Tale College, within a year 
or two, publicly expressed sentiments in favor of the 
elevation of the colored people, and we have reason 
to believe uttered the sentiments of others in the 



o See " llieceUaaeoua 'Writings on SluTery," by William Jay, p. 
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faculty of the collego unJ in the city. He Biud : "It 
IB deligbtfal to see bo msiny of our colored people 
living in neat and comfortable dwellingB fomi8bed 
in decent taste, and sufficient fulness: thus indica- 
ting sobriety, industry, and self-respect — to aee their 
children in clestn attir», hastening of a Sabbath 
morning to the Sunday-school; and other days, 
with cheerful intelligent faces, seeking the common 
school."* At a subsequent period, when the "Ami- 
atad Africans " were incarcerated in the New Haven 
jail, many of the inhabitants, including officers of 
Tale College, did all in their power for the protec- 
tion and education of the liapleas strangers. 

The triumph of prejudice and unchristian feeling 
toward the people of color at New Haven, had, as 
might have been expected, an unhappy inliuenoe 
in other parts of the state. Miss Prudence Cran- 
daU, a member of the Baptist chui'ch, had a female 
boarding-school at Canterbury, Conn. A pious col- 
ored young woman applied to her for admission, 
stating that she wanted to get a -little more learn- 
ing — enough, if, possible, to teach colored chil- 
dren. Miss Ci-andaU received her. The parents of 
the white pupila were displeased, and insisted that 
the colored pupil should be dismissed. But the in- 
habitants of Canterbury made the greatest opposi- 
tion. They were led on by a few distinguished in- 
dividuals in the place, among whom was a promi- 
nent lawyer, who then and afterwards attained to 

* See remarks at ProfesBor EiUinmn, Senior, in "AMoaii Ko- 
positoxy" of 1S32, p. 1B4. 
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an unenviable notorietj,* Misa Crandall pondered 
the subject, reflecting with paiu uixin tho tUsabili- 
tiea to which colored youth throughout the country 
were subjected, and, with a disinterestedness and 
heroism that entitle her to universal commenda- 
tion, determined not to accede to the demand. But 
finding that the feeling was very strong against the 
admission of colored persons into schools of white 
persons, she resolved to open a school exclusively for 
colored girls. She made the announcement. This 
notice, instead of allaying, increased the commotion 
in the Canterbury eommnnity. 

Among those who took part in befiiending Miss 
Crantlall was Kev. Samuel J. Mav, son of Col. May, 
already mentioned as the gentleman with whom Mr. 
Tappan boarded in Boston during his clerkship, {the 
worthy son of such a fEither,) who resided in a neigh- 
boring town. The friendship manifested by Mr. 
May came to the knowledge of Mr. Tappan, who 
was in no wise disheai-tcnod by the recent discom- 
fiture at New Haven. On the contraiy it inspired 
him with new zeal on behalf of the much wronged 
people for whose improvement he felt so gi'Cat a 
sohcitude. He wrote to Mr. May to encourage and 
aid him. Mr. May's nan'ative is so full and iiiter- 
° Andrew T, Judson, Etiq., ia tliepprson nlluded to. He miin- 
ifested an exci^Gcliiiglj wrong spirit at tho time and oAerwards ; 
bot aa a judge of tbe United Stntea disliiut oonrt Bubaeqaontly, 
•Ithough not eTLiicing much logn.] ivonmen or judioiaJ iibility, he 
presided during the trial of the " Amistnd Africans " in a way to 
rB tlie reBpect of their fiiejiiis, wliilB he difuippointiid tha 
ctatiOBS of bis politicnl partisnna at tbo seat of govarnment 
«iid elHewhere. 



154 ARTHUB TAPPAH. 

esting witli respect to tlie part Mr. Tappan took in 
the matter, that it is iosGi-ted at length, and is bon- 
orablo not only to Mr. Tappan but to the beneyo- 
lent narrator : 
A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF AETHDR TAPPAN.* 



Sykiccse, Jul; 36, 1S65. 

The tidings of Mr. Tappan's death, jnat received, have 
set my boHom aglow with the feelings of respect and grati- 
tude to liim that have long beeu cherished there. I have 
known that most excellent man from my chiJilhood ; and 
most of mj memories of his good deeds are the some that nil 
mnst Imve who have been aeqiiaintod with hia large and wise 
beneHoence for the last fifty years and more. But there is 
one of his philanthropic acts that would have been known 
to none on earth excepting him and myself, unless I had 
Bometimes privately told of it. And now that he has gone 
from 11B, it is due to his nnostentatiotis chari^ that this not 
should be recorded upon the pubho memory. 

Many of your readers may have heard of the Canierbary 
gckool/br cotoreii girls; but none of them probably know how 
much lilr. Tappan did to uphold tliat truly Christian enter- 
prise, and defend it against the maHgnant aaaaulta of its ene- 
mies. I wish I had an oppoi'tunity to tell jon, and all who 
love fidelity to principle, how naturally, how providentially 
Miss Prudence Oraiulall was led, in the spring of 1833, to 
open her boarding-school to the daughters of colored people, 
03 well as others ; how cnielly she was persecuted, and 
shamefully traduced ; how patiently she bore her trials ; how 
courageously she persisted in her endeavor to maintain the 
position she knew it was her duty to taie ; and how fully 
she was justified by the decision of the highest tribunal of 
the state of Connecticut. But the story is too long to be 
recited here. I have taken my pen only to tell jou what Mr. 
Arthur Tappan did to strengthen the hands and encourage 
the heart of that noble woman. 

" From the Nea York Indepaident. 
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Of Gonrse, as I lived in an nilj'oiniDg town, and there was 
not a man in Canterbury who would lift a finger in her de- 
fence, I could not refuse to proffer Miss CraudnU suchaaaiat- 
ance as I might be nblo to give. Bhe made me her attomej ; 
and I went to a town meeting to apeak in her behalf, and to 
suggest such a course as I thought should have been aatis- 
factory to her neighbors, without involving any Bacriflce of 
principle on her part. But they wonld not hear me. They 
shut their ears, and rushed npon me with tliieata of personal 
violence. 

There being no law of the state against which she had 
offended, her persecutors, by their personal and political 
infiaenoe and intrigue, auooeeding in persuailing the legisla- 
tore of Connecticut, then in session, to pass an act making 
it a penal offence, pumshable by fine and imprisonment, for 
any one in that state keeping a, school to take as hia or her 
pupils the children of colored people of other states. 

Knowing this law to be imconstitutional aa well as im- 
moral, I advised Miss Crandall to disregard it. She did so, 
was arrested, examined before a justice of the peace, bound 
over for tiial, and committed to jail, Tims I found myself, 
as her adviser and attorney, involved in a legal conflict with 
the town of Canterbury that promised to be a protracted one, 
and would probably be very expenaive. But already the 
aflhir was noised abroad, and had become the subject of 
much newspaper comment ; and I had received letters from 
several of my anti-slavery friends, assuring me of their sym- 
pathy, and encouraging me to maintain the ground I had 

Better than all, a letter had come to me from Mr. Arthur 
Tappnn, whom I had not then seen for ten years, and from 
whom I was -widely separated by our theological differences — 
a letter in which he expressed his joy that I had espoused 
Miss Crandall's canse ; his clear perception of the importance 
of ihe principles involved in her case ; his earnest hope that 
I should not be dismayed by the multitude or the strength of 
those who had risen, or might rise, up against me ; and add- 
ed, ' ' But I am aware, sir, that you can ill afford to bear the 
s of the contest you have dared. In this respect I 
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Ain bajfpily able to help yon, and ahaU consider it a duty uai 
a ptirilege so to tlo. I wiah jou to (Aousider me your banker, 
lUBured tliftt I will bonor prompOy your drafts. Keep yoiw 
aooitunte carefully, «nd let me know wheueTer you need any 
money. Simre uo noceasory expeuao ; employ tlie beat legal 
counsel ; aud let this great question be fully tried, not doubt- 
ing tbat, under the good provideoce of a righteous God, 
the true and the right will ultimately previuL" 

Xhua BupporteiL by one o£ the wenltbiest as well as one of 
the best men in the land, I aasure you I felt equal to what I 
hud undertaken. But I aoon found I had not duly estimated 
the strength, the artilice, or the malignity of my opposera. 
The Democrats were bitterly boatile, nnd the Wbiga did not 
venture to show ma any fayor, The newspapera of the 
county, and of the adjoining oonutica, teemed with the grosS' 
eat misrepreaentations, and the vileat inainoationB ngainat 
Miss Cnmdail, her- pupils, and her patrons ; bnt, for the 
moat pari, peremptorily refused na any room in their ool- 
uinns to explain our prinoiples aud purposes, or to refute 
the slanders they were circulflting. Thus escludad from the 
andience of the pnbhc, I fonnd myself becoming an objeot 
of general diatniat, and perceived that I was losing my hold 
npon the confidence of the few who hod ventured to give me 
any support, 1 kept Mr. Tappnn duly informed of every 
thing that oocurred having any important beaidng upon the 
controversy in which he was my strong tower. Especially 
did I set before him my bad predicament— the diaadvautoge 
at which I waa contending for the right — inasmuch as my 
adversaries wielded several newspaper presses incessant^ 
against Miss Crandall's school, and the others would not 
venture to defend it. I added in one o£ my lettera, "Oh, 
that I could leave my post long enough to come and spend 
one hour with you, that I might get the advice from you 
which I ao much need." 

On the morning of the third or fourth day afterward, as 
Boon OB it was pmctieable for him to come, the door of my 
study waa opened quietly, and in walked Mr. Tappan. He 
had left oil his then immeuae buMineas in New York, and 
!, that he might the better judge, after a per- 
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BOnal snrvey of the field, wliat ouglit to be doue. I ue-.wr 
grasped a human Land with more joj and gratitude. Ht: sat 
in aonvei'sation ivith me a couple of hours, and possessed 
himself of all the information I could give i"<<\ in the prem- 
ises. He theu rode to Canterbury, six miles from my house 
in Srooklyn, that he might see Miss Crandall ; satisfy Lim- 
sell that she was all that I had represented her to be ; and 
give her renewed assuroncea that, as for as his sympathy, per- 
Bomd influence, and wealth (which then was very great) could 
' aid her, she should not want help and protection. lu about 
three hours he returned to my study, very much gratified by 
what he had seen of the Canterbury school, and its devoted 
teacher. He had also learned still more than 1 hod been 
able to tell him of the persecutions and annoyances to which 
that excellent yoQng lady was continually subjected. 

After a few minutes, he said to me, in hia quiet, subdued 
manner : "I behove I now fully underatand 'the bad predic- 
ament ' of which you wrote to me iu your last. It is even 
vurtie than I supposed. You must start a newspaper as soon 
as possible, that you may disabuse the public mind of the 
misrepresentations and falsehooda with which it has been 
filled. Scatter the numbers of your paper broadcast over 
the commnnil^. Get all the subsciibers you can, and I will 
I pay all the expenses you may incur more than the income 
[ yon receive from subscribers and advertising patrons. " 

I was elated at the prospect thus opened to me of a speedy 

deliverance. I informed him that fortunately there was then 

in town a press with types and other necessaries that had 

been, a few days before, abaudoned by the proprietors of an 

nnauccesaful newspaper. "We m\ist have it," was his prompt 

I imt culm reply. "Let ns go immediately and secure it." 

1 Forthwith we stari^d, walked to the village, -found the per- 

[ son who had the disposal of the abandoned printiug office, 

I and engaged it for a year. The nest weak a new paper 

I criled yjie UiiioniU appeared, under the very able editor- 

I ship o( Mr. Charles 0. Burleigh. It was conducted with so 

[ innoh spirit and power by him, and afterwards by his broth- 

' er, Mr. William H. Burleigh, that it rendered us essential 

KTvice, and helped, no doubt, to make Wiudham county the 
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moat nntJ-slftTery connty of the stute of Coniiecticiit. Pour 
or five different trials were land of the case, which her perse- 
cutors nttempted to make against Mias Ci'aadHll, for the 
crime of keeping a boarding school for colored girla. The 
first came off before fv justice of the peace in Canterbury, i 
May, 1833, and reEulted in her committul to the jail in Brook- 
lyn. The last she had before the ' ' supreme court of erro 
of the state of Conuecticut, at Brooklyn, in the month of 
July, 183i, and resulted in her favor. The Hon. Will 
W. Ellsworth, of Hartford, and the Hon. Calvin Goddard, of " 
Norwich, were her couuseJ.* Tliey exerted theniaelves gen- 
eronslj in her behalf, and refused to receive any thing more 
than the retaining fee, of S50 each, which I sent them in the 
beginning. Neverthelesa, the other ospenaes, the fees of 
minor lawyers, the costs of court, etc., added to the expenses 
incidental to the establishment of T7ie Unionisl, amounted in 
al! to over six hundred dollars, which Mr. Tappiin promptly 
paid. This is but one of the almost countless o^ts of gener- 
osity which illustratHd all the prosperous portion of his life. 
It was not by [iny means the greuteat. But you will not 
wonder that I remember it with especial thankfulness ; nor 
refuse a place in yom columna, that I may record it to be 
remembered and admired by the thousands of your readers. 
Mr. Tappan undisc our aged by opposition, de- 
voted his time to other efforts for the improvement 
of the colored people. He was one of the orig- 
raators of the "Phcenix Society," in New York, 
formed in 1833, and composed of young people, 
chiefly colored young men. The president of the 
society waa Eev. Chiiatopher Rush, afterwards 
bishop in theZion connection of colored Methodists, 
a most estimable man. Bev. Samuel E. Cornish was 
the agent of the aoeiety, his salary being paid by 
Mr. Tappan, who was treasurer, and bore a large 
part of the expenses of the library, hall, etc. He 
■ Henry Stroug, Esq., was ako associated with them. 
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was a frequent \"isit(ir to the libraiy and teiichera' 
rooms. It WHS a liigh gratificatiom to hiin to assist 
the young men in their laudable efforts to acquire 
education, and prepare themselves for usefulness in 
the community. There was a board of directora 
composed of both white and colored persons. 

The object of the society was to promote the 
improvement of the colored people in morals, litera- 
ture, and the mechanic arts. In a eircular of the 
officers it was stated that "the society is made up of 
no particular sect or party. It is designed to be the 
goal of the entire colored population, and of their 
friends, in New York city;" and it was also stated: 
"It is obvious that no foundation of society can be 
strong without more virtue, and that the arts which 
are essential to universal induatiy, are to be promo- 
ted as the means of wealth and domestic comfort, 
A spirit of improvement is now moving the colored 
people in various places to secure for tliemselves 
and their childi-en advantages which they have here- 
tofore but partially enjoyed," 

There were to be "ward societies" in the city, 
and the aims were so laudable, and were set forth 
in terms so interesting, that they could not but claim 



This society will aim to aceomplish tbe following ob- 
jects : To visit every family in tke ward, and make a register 
of eTery colored person in it — tlioir name, ees, age, oconjm- 
tion, it they rend, write, and ciplier — to invite them, old and 
young, and ot both sesea, to become members of this society, 
und to make quarterly payments according to their ability — ■ 
to get the children out to infant, Sabbath, and week schools, 
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Bad indnce tlrn adults also to nttendEchoolnndchitrcIi on the 
Sabbatb- — to eaconraga the women to form Doreas aocietiea 
to help to clothe poor children of color if thej will attend 
Bcliool, the clothes to be loaaed, and to bo taken away from 
them if thej neglect theiT ochooU ; and to impresB on their 
pareata tlie importance of having the ehOdren puactual aikd 
regular in their attendance at Bchool — to eatabliah mental 
feasts, and also lyceama for speaking and for lectures on the 
sciences, and to form moral societies — to seek ont young men 
of talents, and good moral charaoter, that they may be assist- 
ed to obtain a liberal educatiou—to report to the board all 
mechanics who are skilful and capable of conducting their 
trades — to procure places at trades and with respectable 
farmers for lads of good mora! character— giving a prefer- 
ence to those who have learned to read, writ*, and cipher — 
and in every way to endeavor to promote the happiness of 
the people of color, by encouraging them to improve their 
minds, and to abstain from every vicious aad demoralizing 

The "mental feasts" alluded to were suggested 
at New Haven, by Mr. Jocelyn, who says : 

Not long after the utility of the "African Improvement 
Sodety" was proved, it became evident that not only litera- 
ry, but moral and religious culture among the colored people 
was important, and I suggested in the early numbers of the 
lAberalor, organizations to be called Mental Peasfs. They 
vere introduced in Boiiton and Philadelphia. Mr. Tappan 
was interested in them. These meetings were rather social, 
but oompositions, essays, poetry, etc., were read by the 
authors, (yonng women asweU as youug men attending,) and 
topics of interest were discussed in a familiar way. The 
refresbmentB were very simple — a cracker aad a glass of 
water — thus avoiding costly preparations of refreshment, 
which are adverse to meatal improvement. 

Mr. Tappna and myself attended one of these meetings in 
Philadelphia and took much pleasure in it. He was ever aot 
only for the emauoipation of the slaves, but for the true ele- 
vation of the free people of color. He had no caste feeling, 

I 
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Y and the colored people wherever he went felt that he iviia 
I lient on their highest good. It "wils natiiml that theae utteu- 
j tiona to the moral and intellectual wnnts of the colored peo- 
[ pie should hnve suggested the idea of a high school, or col- 
I lege, pnrticularlj as colored youth were excluded from them 
I throughout the coimtrj." 

In Philadelphia, at that time, Mr. Tappan be- 
came acquaiated with some of the pruicipal colored 
[. people of that city, Messrs. rorten, Gai'dner, Giou- 
eeater, Cassey, etc., men of mark, not only among 
their own people, but who were entitled to and would 
have obtained distinction in any aoeiety of white 
DS that appreciated moral worth, and intellect- 
ual ability. Two of them were ministers of the gos- 
pel and deserved to be ranked with the most pious 
and useful pastors of tJie day. 

Mr. Forten was a sailmaker. He employed a 
large number of hands, white and colored, and was 
■'considered among the most eminent in his calling at 
that day. It was said by the secretary of the navy, 
" Mr. Toiten can tmdertake to rig a seventy-tour- 
^^ gun ship, and not call for any money until the job is 
^Ldone." 

^H It will be thus seen that Mr. Tappan took every 
^K opportunity in his power, to acquaint himself with 
^Vthe condition and needs of the colored people, both 
^K cultivated "and unlettered, and to afford them all the 
sympathy and aid in his power. He derived a sweet 
satisfaction in this work of philanthropy, and felt 
that it did him good while he was benefiting them. 
f In Mr. Jocelyn he realized that be had a wise ad- 
I viser, and a true-hearted helper. 
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The Pha-uix Society rented, at first, rooms at tli© 
comer of Canal and Mereev streets, where they were 
favored with u course o£ lectures by Beveral clergy- 

mon of the city, on moral, scientific, and historical 
suhjecta. Afterwards a hall was hii'ed on West 
Broadway, which thenceforth was uamed Phceuii 
Hall. It became somewhat noted in anti-slavery 
annals. Here the conyentiou of the delegates of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society was held. They 
wore of the apostohc number of seventy, and after 
lecturing in different parts of the free states, they 
met in Now York for consultation and plans of 
enlarged influence. Here also a flourishing evening 
school for adult colored persons was estabhshed, 
the teachers being both white and colored. 

The Phoenix Society established a high school 
for colored youth, which was continued two years 
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In April, 1830, it came to tlio knowledge of Mr. 
Tappan that William Llotd Gakrison had been 
convicted of a Hbel, at Baltimore, for publishing, 
■with comments, the fact that a, veesel owned by 
Francis Todd, of Newburyport, Mass., had taken 
slaves "as freight" to New Orleans; and that he 
was, under the sentence of the court, lying in jail, 
for hick of means to pay the fine and costs. Mr, 
Gan-iaon was personally unknown to Mr. Tappau, 
but he was an innocent man, suffering in a right- 
eous cause. TTiat was sufficient to arouse the sym- 
pathy of Mr. Tappan, and induce him to send 
relief. He silently paid the fine and costs, and Mr. 
Garrison, on his way to Boston, called on his deliv- 
erer to express bis thanks for the imexpected favor 
bestowed upon him.* 

His appearance and deportment, at that time, 
were not likely to be forgotten. His manly form, 
buoyant spirit, and countenance beaming with con- 
scious rectitude, attracted the attention of all who 
■witnessed his introduction to Mr. Tappan. 

* " After seTBU weeks of cIobo onDSnement, Mr. Gamson waa 
liberated by tbe noble, diacri mi dating geuerosit; of Ihe Inte 
Arthni Titpptui, then in the beight of bis affluence, who, bo long 
■s ha had wealth, felt that he was an almoner of God's bounty, 
and gave his money gladly, in many ways, to tbe relief of suffer- 
ing humanity." See "Some Recollections of our Anli-aliiveiy 
Conflict," by Samuel J. May, page 17. 
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After this interostiiig intorview, Mr. Garrison 
proceeded to Boston, aud in a, aliort time com- 
menced the publioaHon of a weekly paper. The 
Liberator. His object was to expose the conspiracy 
of the slaTOcrocy against human rights, tmd the 
cmel dehisive character of the American Colouiza- 
tion Society. 

The paper had in Mr. Tappan a warm-hearted 
and liberal supporter. He subscribed for a large 
number of copies, to be directed to different indi- 
viduals, in hopes that it would enlist them in the 
caxise of freedom. It bad this effect; and several 
of the early and devoted friends of emancipation 
traced their first impressions of the guilt of slave- 
holding, and the heinouaness of the expatriation 
scheme, to the paper sent to them. from some un- 
known fi'iend of the colored man. 

Henceforth the condition of the slaves, as well 
as the condition of the fi'ee people of color became 
loading objects with him, occupying his thoughts, 
his reading, his conversation, his coiTespondence, 
his benefactions, and his prayers. He witnessed, 
with great satisfaction, the influence produced on 
the minds of the true friends of the people of color, 
bond and free, aud he had not the shadow of a 
doubt of the fulfilment of the declaration: "He that 
goeth forth and woepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him." 

In a year from the commencement of the Liber- 
aior, viz., January 1, 1832, was formed The New 
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EnglaTid Anli-Slavery Sociely, at Boston, and the 
fact was welcometl by Mr. Tappan and tliB Uttle 
band of abolitionists with joy and thankfulness. 
Meantime the Liberator was increasing in influence. 
With a view to diffuse more extensively anti-slavery 
principles and to correct the effects of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, the Einam-ipator was established in the 
city of New York, March, 1833, under the editor- 
ship of Charles W. Denison. Mr. Tappan aided 
this undertaking. 

During this year a pamphlet was pubhshed at 
Hftverhill, Mass., entitled "Justice and Expediency; 
or. Slavery considered with a View to its Kightful 
and Effectual Eemedj, Abolition," by John G. 
"Whittier. The esteemed author, who has done so 
much and so ably, in song and prose, for many 
years for the cause of equal rights, printed onVy five 
hundred copies. He sent one to Arthur Tappan 
who wrote to the author an encouraging letter, and 
had five thousand copies printed at his own expense. 
It was for loaning a copy of this pamphlet to a 
physician in Washington that I>r. Crandall was im- 
piisoned, until his health was entirely destroyed, in 
the old city prison at Wasbiagton, 

Wilham Goodell, in his volume, entitled "Sla- 
very and An ti- 81a very," says: "In 1835, Dr. Keuben 
Crandall, fi'ora the state of New York, was arrested, 
imprisoned, and tried for his life, in Washington 
City, for having loaned to a white citizen, at his 
own request, a pamjihlet against slavery." 

The facts, reasoning and appeal of this early 
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discusBiou of the principles of slavery ami coloniza- 
tion by Ml'. "WliitticT, an-eatcd tlie attention and 
increased tba sjmpatbies of Mr. Tappan. "With his 
characteiistic sagftcity and generosity, he desired 
to send it broadcast OTer the land. In reply to the 
- question, ""Why I seek to agitate the subject of 
slavery?" the author said: 

"Let the trdth on this subject — undisguised, 
naked, terrible as it is, stand out before us. Let us 
no longer seek to cover it ; let us no longer strive to 
forget it; let us no more dare to palliate if. It is 
better to meet it here with repentance than at the 
bar of God. The cry of the oppressed — of the mill- 
ions vrho have perished among us as the brute per- 
isheth, shut out from tho glad titlings of salvation, 
has gone there before us, to Him who as a father 
pitietk all his children. Their blood is upon us as 
a, nation ; woe unto us if we repent not as a nation 
in dust and ashes. Woe unto us if we say in our 
hearts, ' The Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard it. He that planted the ear, 
shall he not hear? He that formed the eye, shall 
he not see ?' " 

The concluding paragraph of this eloquent pub- 
lication is as follows : 

" And when the stain on our own escutcheon 
shall be seen no more; when the Declaration of our 
Independence and the practice of our people shall 
agree ; when Truth shall be exalted among us ; when 
Love shall take the place of Wrong; when all the 
baneful pride and prejudice of caste and color shall 
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fall for ever; when under one common sun of polit- 
ical Liberty the slaveiiokliDg portions of our Eepnb- 
lic shall no longer sit, like the Egj-ptiana of old, 
themselves mantled in thick darkness, while all 
around _ them is glowing with the blessed Hght of 
freedom and equality — then, and not till then, shall 
it GO WELL FOB AmEHICA !"* 

Public attention la the city of New Tort had 
recently been drawn to the slaveiy question by a 
discussion between E. S. Finley and Simetin 8. 
Jocelyn at Clinton Hall, on the comparative merits 
of colonization and immediate emancipation. This 
discussion resulted in the adhesion of several per- 
'Bons, who were subsequently numbered among the 
Bupporters of the anti-slaveiy cause in the city. 
They were convinced by the argiinients, facts, and 
fervent appeals of Mr. Jocelyn, that the Bible and 
the claims of humanity requii-ed them to abjure the 
colonization scheme, and to advocate the recogni- 

Mi Deaji FniEKD Lnwis Tafpak : My pnmplilet on Slureiy, 
" Justice and ExpeiUc'Day, " wiut printed in the earl; saimiier of 
3SS3. I only printed five hundred oopica. I sent one to tliy 
I HOOD leoeived from him a very kind letter. He had 
ive thouuBnd copies printed at hia expense. 

'Dt the very early dnya of the anti-BJaveiy cause, thy biolher'H 
ItynipBthy and libemlity 'were the main dependence of the zealous 
tntC poor young men who engitged in it. We all remember him 
frith gratitude. When Garrison was imprisoned, I appealed to 
■Senry Olay to Use his inflnence viith his Baltimore friends in his 
^half. and he wrote me that he Intended to hare assisted him 
'flirongh Niles of the Register, but had been " anticipated by Mr. 
Tuppon." 

Always and tinly thy friend, 
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tion of tbeir colored bretbreD, in the land of their 
birth, to all the privileges of citizens and ChristiaDs; 
in other words, that as " God hath made of one blood 
aU nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitatioa," he 
requires that the rights of the " Americans called 
Ahicans"* as equal before the law as well as equal 
before the gospel, should be recognized here in the 
land of th^ nativity, rather than in Africa. 

The A'cta York Evangelist, conducted for a time 
by Rev. Samuel Griswold, and aftenvards by Eev. 
Joshua Leavitt, entered into the discussion, and 
espoused the cause with ability and fearlessness. 
The Geniim of Ttjnpnnne^, edited by William (Jood- 
ell, was already committed to the cause. Mr. Tap- 
pan felt a deep interest in these publications. " By 
coiiperation between the Messrs. Tappan and a few 
others, very large issues of anti-slavery tracts were 
circulated monthly during the greater part of this 
year, and sent by mail to clergj-raen of all denomi- 
nations, and other prominent men throughout the 
country. A great amount of important information 
was thus diffused. "t 

Tlie abolitionists of the city had made such 
progress in the division of their sentiments, that 
they were encouraged in the belief that the time 
had come to form a society, and thus combine and 

" The BxpresaiTe words nf Mrs. CbiM in. her "Appeal," pob- 
lislieil in X^'iS, a work of great merit, and one that eieited a pow- 
etful iufluence. 

t See "^verv and Aatd-SlaTei;," by Wm. GoodelL 
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«diend their inilueiiee. ' Accordingly, a CALL was 
'made for a meeting of the friends of immediate 
emancipation, to be held at Clinton Hall, on the 2d 
day of October, 1833. The notice was published in 
the papers of the day, and by shoivbilla put up in 
the streets and on public buildings. 

Yery soon a counter-notice was publislied in a 
ramilar manner, signed by many sodthross, inviting 
a meeting at the same time and place. The object 
■was evidently to outnumber the friends of freedom 
at their own meeting, and crush in the shell the 
iti-slaverj' enterprise. The proprietors of Clinton 
Hall, alarmed at the demonstrations made, under- 
took to annul their agreement. Application was 
then made to the lessees of Clinton Hotel, near by, 
but in vain. The " Southrons," encouraged by their 
'ilorthem sympathizers, seemed to triumph. 

But when evei-y hall appeared to be closed 
if^ainst the abolitionists, it occurred to one of them, 
;who was a trustee of Chath.im-street Chapel, that 
Hie lecture-room of that building afforded sufficient 
jcommodationa for the meeting. Verbal uotioaJ 
as accordingly given at a late hom- of the day, I 
id as many as could be convened on the emer- 
mcy, fifty or more in number, assembled at thaj 
ipointed hour. 

Their opposers, finding Clinton Hall shut against 
lem also, adjourned to Tammany Hall, in large 
imbers, filling the builtling and the street oppo- 
The meeting was duly organized. General 
igaidus, United States marshal, in the chair. 
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Besolatioiis of a demmciatory character were adopt- 
ed, and inflanunalorj- speeches made by promiDent 
citizens. The proceetlings were pablished in the 
city papers, along with gratnlations for the " security 
of the Union !"* Before separating, they learned 
where the abolitiooists were assembled, and ad- 
joomed the meeting to Chatham-street CLapel by 
acclamation and shoots of, " Let us ront tfaem !" 
ArriTed at the place, the numbers swelled to two 
thousand or more. They foond their steps arrested 
by the closed iron gates at the entrance of the pas- 
sage leading to the chapel, the keys of which were 
in the hands of the trustee preTiousIy alluded to. 
Being thus kept at bay, the mob made fruitless 
efforts to gain admittance, meantime shouting, "Ten 
thousand dollars for Arthur Tappan!" Several abo- 
litionists were called by name, and loud threats were 
uttered. 

Within the buUdmg the abolitionists were hold- 
ing their meeting with an order and solemnity befit- 
ting the occasion. It was commenced Trith prayer 
for Divine protection and guidance. B^solutions 
were adopted that it is expedient to form an anti- 
slavery society, and that committees be appointed 
to report a constitution and board of officers. On 
the reports of committees being received, they were, 
after some amendments, severally adopted. A com- 
mittee was then appointed to prepare for publica- 
• Hee B vRlnable work entitleil '■ Slavery and Anti-Slavery," by 
WiLUAM GnoDELL, wbo w;iH eiLrlj associated witli Mr. Tajipnn in 
Uiu tiiiiiiiGrauce and anti-slavery cause, uud nliose writings haTe 
becu lugbly prized b; tlLonEanda at philantluoplsts uud patiiote. 
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tion the proceedings, and have tliem inserted in the 
morning papers of the ensuing day. Tlie meeting 
■was then adjoiomed, sine die. 

The keys of the iron gates were now handed to. 
the janitor, with inatructions to unlock them, and 
let the clamorous multitude in while the abolition- 
I ists were withdrawing. Mr, Tappan and a few oth- 
I ers went to a private door, in the rear of the build- 
ing, but finding it fastened, they withdrew by an- 
i other passage a few moments before the infuriated 
crowd had biu'st into the room where they had held 
the meeting. The mob, seeing tliat the persons 
against whom they meditated mischief had escaped,* 
amused themselves by organizing a mock meeting, 
forcing a negro man to take the chair, whom they 
essed as Ai'thur Tappan, and requiring him to 
I mate a speech. The man made some hesitation, 
I but his audience would take no denial, Siunmon- 
r ing, therefore, all his courage, he addressed them 
after this sort, as it was reported : 

" I am called upou to make a speech 1 Ton 

doubtless know that I am a poor, ignorant man, 

I not accustomed to make speeches. But I have 

heardxjf the Declaration of Independence, and have 

i read the Bible. The Declaration says aU men are 

, created equal, and the Bible says God has matle us 

* It wn8 afterwarda made known that one of the mob puniued 
I Mr. Tappac and his friends through the onlighted main hall of 
f -tile ohapel, with «, light and a drawn da^er. The janitor of the 
T chapel, who liad taken'S deep interest in the proceedings, aaw the 
~ I aa he followed the Uttle band, blew out the light, and took 
I iu one of Che slips. 
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«n of one blood. I think, therefore, we arc eutitled 
to good treatment, that it is wrong to hold men in 
slavery, and that — " They would heAt him no fur- 
ther, but with yelk and curses broke np their meet- 
ing and dispersed- 

The committee apixiinted to prepare for pnbU- 
cation the proceedings of the anti-sIaTery meeting', 
proceeded forthwith to execnte the trust. Thej sat 
np to a late hour, and then went to the editorial 
roomg of the daily press. At the office of the Jour- 
nal <y Ccrmmerw, Mr. Hallock, the editor, informed 
them that an article was aheady in type, the prav 
port of which was that the meeting of the abohtion- 
ista Lad been interrupted, and the j>ersoB8 attend- 
ing it dispersetl, without accomplishing Ibeir object. 
On being made acquainted with the actual facts, 
he, h-orn a sense of justice, substituted the ofHcial 
account of the proceedings for tlie fictitious etate^ 
ment that had been imposed upon him. 

At the office of the Com-ier and Enquirer the 
committee learned that the editor, James Watson 
Webb, after writing and giving out his editorial, 
had gone to his home. The next morning, the pub- 
lic manifested much merriment at"the appearance 
of the Cmin'n- and Enqrtirer. The leader of the edi- 
tor was couched in language evincing a high degree 
of exultation at the supposed defeat of the aboli- 
tionists in their attempt to organize an association 
to oppose slavery, and reaffirm the doctrines of their 
revotntionary forefathers. But when, in the same 
paper, was seen the official statement of the success- 
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ful efforts of the abolitionists in forming tlie N^ew 
Tort Citj Anti-SIaverj- Society, in jiixtupositiou, as 
it were, with the anticipated triumph of their oppo- 
nents, the "broad grins" of the defeated party min- 
gled with the serene satisfaction expressed bj- those 
on the opposite side of the question. 

The heading and leader were as follows: 
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THURSDAY MORSIXG, OCTOBER S. IS: 



GREAT PUBLIC MEETING. 

THE AGITATORS DEFEATEDI 

THE CONSTITUTION TEIDMPHANTt 

Some thousands assembled iu the vicinity ot Clinton Hall 

to mark their detcKtatioti of an j attempt to organize a aocii'ty 

in this city franght with ilcujger to the TTuiou, aud based 

upon Ein open Tiolation of the Oonstitution of the Uuitt^d 

States. Information was there given, however, that the trns- 

tees ot the Hall, with the single exception of Abtkur Tap- 

PAB, htui prohibited any such meeting ; in conseqaence, 

those who had assembled quietly to vote down tliese disuT' 

ganizing fanatics, organized and adjourned to Tammany 

HaU. Not less than five thouannd persona were pi-esent. 

We rejoice that this opportunity has been presented to 
the inhabitants of our city to convince their Southern breth- 
ren of their determination not to cowilenaiice, in any manner, 
the interference of Tappas, Gakeisos, & Co. with their slave 
propertj. 

PER CONTRA. 

In the same paper, bought in as an advertise- 
ment at a late hour in the night, when the editor 
was probably asleep, was the official account of the 
proceedings at Chatham-street Chupel, as follows: 



ABTHtTB TAPPAH. 

ANTI-SLAVEKY SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of the [rienilH of immediate cmandpatioB 
of slaves in tlie United States, held at ClintliHin-Etreet Oliapel 
last evening (Weduesdaj), at Imlf-post 7 o'clock, John Kak- 
EiN WHS chosen Chairman, and Abbaham L. Cos, M. D., 
Secretary. 

After an address to the thione of grace, on motion, it -wits 

Besolned, Tliat it is expedient at thi.s time to form a soci- 
etj tor promoting tlio ubolitiou of slavery. 

A committee appointed at a jvelimiunry meeting then 
offered the draft of a conKtitutian, which was read, and its 
principles discussed, when the same was unanimuii^y adopt- 
ed, and was as follows : 

CONSTITUTION 

OF THE NEW YORK CTTY AMTI-eiA-VEfiT SOCTETT. 
(Hue the CotiBtilntioti «u inserled.J 
The Society then went into the choice of Officera, when 
the following persons were choaen : 

ABTHDR TAPPAN, Pbe-sideht. 
WILLIAM (illEEN. Jr., ViCB-pHEsmEHT. 
JOnS RANKIN. TbbShuker. 
ELIZUlt WRIGHT, Jr., Cob. SeO. 
CHARLEB W. DENISON, Rec. SbO. 
JOSHUA LEiVITT, 
ISAAC T, HOPPER, 
ABRAHAM I,. COX. M.D., 
LEWJ9 TAPPAN, 
WILLIAM GOODELL, 

After which the meeting was adjourned. 

JOHN RANKIN, Chaikkas. 
Aboabau L. Cox, Socretary. 

The same day, the Journcd- of Oommerce came out 
with a fau' statement, ending as follows : 

After all, it appears that the immediate emancipationists 
outgeneralied their opposors ; for whilo the latter were be- 
sieging CUcton Hah, or wasting wind at Tammany Hall, the 
former were quietly adopting their Constitution at Cliathom- 
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street Cliapel Tliey ban! bat just adjonroed, we Biidt-rstand, 
nlien tlie din of tiie iuvadiog army, as it approached from 
Tammaiij Hal], fell upon tbeir ears; and before the andietica 
■was fairly out of the chapel, the flood poured in throagh tlie 
gates as if tlicy would take it by storm. Bat lo ! they were 
too late ; the Anti-Slavery Society liad been formed, the Con- 
etitntion adopU^l, and the meeting %djoiuTied ! So they had 
nothing to do but go home. 



Shoi-tly afterwards, Mr. Tappan met with a few 
friends to consider the propriiity of isstiing a call 
for an anti-slavery convention, to form a national 
society. The call was published in the anti-slavery 
newspapei-s, while letters were addressed to indirid- 
ualfi in different paints of the coontiy believed to be 
interested in the cause, inviting their attendance. 
The convention met in Philadelphia, December 4, 
1833 ; had a haiinonioiis meeting ; adopted the Con- 
stitution of the " American Anti-Slaveet Society," 
and a Declabation of Sestimests ; and voted that 
the Society should be located in the City of New 
Tork. 

Arthctr Tappan was chosen President of the 
Society. He had neither sought the office nor 
expected it, but he was elected because, as one of 
the delegates said, " He will not flinch ; you can 
rely upon him." He did not attend the convention, 
owing to a press of business, but his heart was much 
interested in the proceedings, and they had his 
entire concurrence. The executive committee of 
t\fe new society had regular meetings, at which Mr. 
Tappan presided. Hi a yearly subscription in aid of 
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Hi6 Society's operations waa three thousand dollars, 
which wuH in addition to considerable sums paid by 
him otlier\¥i8e for the promotion of the cause. He 
continued ita Hberal supporter wMIg he had the 
means. He fully identified, himself with the cause 
so unpopular at its commencement, but destined to 
have, under the sanction and good providence of 
God, a glorious success. 

During the six or seven years that he was con- 
nected mth this society, he attended the annual 
meetings in Kew York, and presided, it was re- 
marked, with unusual self-control and dignity amid 
the exciting scenes that often took place, owing to 
the feverish state of public feehng, and the attempts 
of the populace to disturb and break up the meet- 
ings, urged on as they were by embittered editors of 
the public press. 

The society met with rapid and great success. 
Its auxiliaries were numerous and efficient; its 
agents, of whom there were many, lectured through- 
out the free states ; the publications were scattered 
far and wide ; and not a few men and women of cul- 
tlire and influence joined _them selves to the ranks of 
the sect " everywhere spoken against." 

Theodore D. Weld, one of the lectuiing agents of 
the society, had engaged to deliver a course of lec- 
tures at one of the towns in JefTerson county, Ohio. 
Previous to delivering the first, he gave notice to 
the audience that he had no objection to any one 
taking notes of what he should say. He observed 
a young mEtn taking notes, and at the close made 
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inquiries about him. He was told lie wna a young 
lawj'er residing in the place. On reacliing liis lodg- 
ings, the stranger came to hia room, introdnced him- 
aelf, and said : " I went to your lecture with the 
intention of taking down your argument, and reply- 
ing to it at a future time, bnt you Lave entirely 
swept away the ground of my opposition." It was 
predicted by the law partner of this young attorney 
that if Lb lived, his talents would insure Lim the 
office of attorney-general of tLe United States. TLe 
prediction was fulfilled, and subsequently he actually 
held a more important office in the government, tLat 
of Secretary of War, during the tremendous conflict 
that resulted in the downfall of slavery, and gave to 
the name of Edwin M. Stanton an enduring place 
in the affections of his countrymen, and in the his- 
tory of his country.* 

It cannot be truly denied that some who were 
engaged in the enterprise were indiscreet, and some- 
times rash, both in language and measures ; but it 
is believed that, considering the opposition they met 
and the false statements uttered respecting their 
principles and measures, rai-ely has any reform been 
conducted with more discretion. Still, as is ever 
the case when aggi'essive movements are made for 
the correction of public sentimeut and the wiclied 
practices of men, the abolitionists were subject to 
■ The deatb of this liistingniBhed pfltriot, in tlie enrly part of 
1870, b&a been a mLtioniJ nffliotion. He vma horn at SteiibenTllle, 
SWo, in 1815 ; was a, law piuiuer of SENiTon Benjamin TAPt-iS ; 
and }nKt before hie laraentcd dentil hud been appointed as osao- 
oiate jnatice'of tia Supreme Conrt of tlia Dnited States. 
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deuunciation both from tlie pulpit and the forum, 
in the walks of business, in religious and literary 
assemblies, and to social ostracism of themselves 
and famihes. 

The pubhcations issued by the society, and tlie 
annual reports contained in its newspapers, or pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, can be fearlessly appealed 
to in justificatiou of the above remarks, while the 
attacks made upon individuals and the societies 
with which they were connected, by the pro-slavery 
press, evince in their spirit and language ample evi- 
dence of the falsity of most of the accusations. 

The facilities given to slaveholders by obse- 
quious and unprincipled magisti'ates in the Northern 
states for the recoveiy of their slaves, and the not 
unfrequent kidnapping of free people of color, under 
the forms of law, were notorious. Abolitionists and 
their colored friends were on the qui vive ; but while 
they secured the freedom of many, they were often 
baffled by the subtlety or knavery of of&cial persons 
who seemed to feel it to be an honor to bow the knee 
to the lords of the slaveocracy. 

In illustration of the preceding remark, a ease 
may bo stated that occun-ed under the observation 
of the compiler. His attention was called by a col- 
ored man, who said, " I have just come from Ee- 
corder Hiker's office, where is a man they are going 
to send into slavery ; do come over as soon as you 
can." On reaching the office, then in the City Hall, 
it appeared tliat a stranger was urgently demanding 
that the recorder should give up a black man, who 
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"wae present, wliom lie alleged was Ua slavo. Sev- 
eral coloreil persons were there ready to affirm tliat 
the person claimed had lived in the city six moatlis 
or more, and they believed they could prove that he 
had never been in a Southern state. Apparently 
yielding to the evidence and pleadings, the recorder 
at length said : " I will adjourn this hearing until 

• to-morrow at 9 o'clock, a.m., when all parties will 
attend, and I will do what the law requires." 

In anticipation of the hour of adjournment a few 
minutes, the writer went to the recorder's office, 

■ where were assembled the sympathizing friends of 
the colored man. Addressing the writer, this ma- 
gistrate, to his astonishment, said : " I have given 
up that negro to his master, who told me the whole 
story ; I believed every word he said, for he is a 
perfect gentleman — a perfect gentleman, sir, enti- 
tled to entire confidence." "Given him up!" was 
the reply; " did you not adjourn the hearing, sir, to 
this morning, and notify all parties to be present?" 
The recorder replied : " Yes, yes, I think I did, but 
I leameil all the facts from the master ; he satisfied 
me that the man belongs to him ; and I believe he 
is to be relied upon — he is a most gentlemanly man. 
I beUeve every word he said." 

While this was taking place the slaveholder and 
the victim of judicial tyranny were on their way to 
Virginia. The recorder listened rather impatiently 
to the expostfilations offered and turned away from 
the grieved and disappointed colored persons that 
thronged his office, to take his seat on the bench of 




llic criminal court. Siicb was the admiuistration 
tlie law in those days, in reference to fugitive slaves, 
and tlioee claimed as Enich! This was tLe first judi- 
cial announcement made that the negro lias no 
riglits tliat white men are bound to respect. The 
poor blacks were trembling with alarm, the remon- 
strances of their friends were unheeded, and base 
acquiescence in the claims of Southern despots 
almost universally prevailed throughout the North- 
em states. 

In November, 1835, a meeting of the friends of 
human rights was held for the purpose of adopting 
measures to ascertain, if possible, the extent to 
which the crael practice of kidnapping men, women, 
and children, was carried on in this city, and to aid 
such unfortunate persons as may be in danger of 
being reduced to slavery, in maintaining "their 
rights." A committee was chosen, styled the " com- 
mittee of vigilance," "to protect unoffending, de- 
fenceless, and endangered persons of color, by 
securing their rights, as far as practicable, and by 
obtaining for them, when an-ested, under the pre- 
text of being fnrjitivu slaves, such protection as the 
law will afford," 

The first anniversary of the " committee of vigi- 
lance" was celebrated on the evening of January 16, 
1837, at the Presbyterian cliurcli, corner of Thomp- 
son anil Houston streefa, New York, Kev. Theodore 
S. "Wright, chairman. The exercises continued until 
a late hour, while a largo audience manifested their 
interest by listening with profound attention to the 



■DHDEBGEOUND BAILBOAD. 

lads eommuuicatetl, and to the appeals made, Tintil 
■ close of the meeting. 

Kgv. John.T. Enymond, pastor of a Baptist 
church in the citj, introduced the following resolu- 
ion: 
Resolved, That we coramenA the vigiloncG committee, to 
0ie oonfldence, cooperation, and prayers of the {riends of 
eppressed hnmanity. 

Mr. Baymoud spoke with great feeling on the 
force of prejudice, and related his own experience 
in being banished from his native state of Vh-ginia, 
nnder a law that forbade free people of color to 
retora after an absence of a year, because he had 
delivered a speech in New York, in relation to the 
Wilberforce colony, in Canada. Other addresses 
were made. The secretary presented to the audi- 
ence the afflicted wife of Petee John Lee, (a colored 
man who had been recently kidnapped from Eje, 
New Tork, and hurried into hopeless bondage, by 
the minions of slaveiy,) and her two fatherless little 
The audience were deeply affected." 
The above account of the committee of vigilance 
B here presented because Arthur Tappan, and most 
other abolitionists, after becoming acquainted with 
its principles and measures, were greatly interested 
I them, and because such was the origin of the 
l^ystem of operations afterwards pui'sued, styled the 
"TJmdebgbodnd Railboad," which aided not only 
The A'ew York Stnte VifjUancc Gommiltee was iarmod fifteen 
after ; ita object beiug " To OBsiHt peraona Bsekiiig frcedun 
chattel slaver;, and to protect and defend those whose per- 
t? may be cullod in q.aeation." 
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fugitive altives, long resident in the frao states, but 
tlieir relations and brethren in slave states to escape 
into Canada. At Urst, some abolitionists doubted 
the propriety of such measures, fearing they would 
not be justified iu aiding slaves to escape from 
their masters: but reflection conYonced them that 
it was right to ignore human enactments which 
were contrary to the law of God, and that it was 
not only right to assist men in efforts to obtain 
their hberty, when unjustly held in bondage, but a 
DUTY. He was always ready to help the flying fugi- 
tive on his way to Canada, or elsewhere, and was 
active in this benevolent work. It is a sufficient 
answer to those who pretended that it was wrong to 
meLklle with slaves, or protect them in their flight 
from bondage, to quote the memorable saying of 
Lord Brougham: "There ia a law above all the 
enactments of human codes. It is wiitten by the 
finger of God on the heai-t of man ; and by that law, 
unchangeable and eternal, while men despise fraud, 
and loathe rapine, they shall reject with indignation, 
the wild and guilty 'fantasy that man can hold prop- 
erty in man." 

The agitation of the slavery question in England 
for many years, in which Thomas Claekson and 
"William Wilbehforoe were ably seconded by many 
coadjutors, and which resulted in an act of emanci- 
pation, that passed the British Parliament, and 
received tlie royal assent August 28, 1833, quickened 
the zeal and animated the hopes of the abolitionists 
in the United States, 
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The details of the act were adjusteii ou this basis 
iaamely : 

1. The entire extinction of slu.vei'j, to take place 
flD the lat of August, 183i. 

2. Field laborers, above sis years old, to serve as 
apprentices for six years. 

3. Domestics or house servants to serve as ap- 
prentices four years. 

4. Children under sis years, to be free, and chil- 
dren thereafter bom to be free. 

5. The slaves to pay no part of their redemption 
money, but a compensation of twenty thousand 
ipounda, sterling, to be paid out of the public treas- 
ury, to the planters, at the chse of the apjirenttceship. 

In Antigua and Bermuda, the colonial legisla- 
itures preferred to dispense with the " apprenticeship 
Bystem," believing immediate and complete eman- 
bipation to be safest. The vexations attending the 
iBystem in other islands led to its voluntary abandon- 
ment, and the entire freedom of the field laborers, 
■on the Ist of August, 1838, two years before the time 
limited in the statute. The whole number hberated, 

the Bntish islands, was about eight hundred 
^ousand.* 

The abridgment of the apprenticeship system 
was due mainly to the efforts of Joseph Stdhge, one 
of the most hboral and devoted friends of the slave 
lamong the British emancipationists. At his own 
thargo he went to the West Indies in 1837, accom- 
panied by two or three friends, whose expenses he 
o See GDOiiell's "SIttTerj and Anti-Slavery." 
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defrajetl, investigftted tbe gtUs ot the system, and 
pablislied the results. Tbe effect was so great tliat , 
it soon led to tbe ahaudonmeat of the system.*' 

The executive committee of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society deemed it so important that the 
misreprcstintations of the pro-slavery press of the 
"United States shonld be corrected by a publication 
of facts and testimony ascertained on the spot, that 
they deputed James A. Thome and Joseph H. Kim- 
ball to proceed to the West Indies to make the inves' 
ligations, Mr. Tappan contribnting a lai^e share of > 
the expenses.t 

Both deputations arrived in tbe West Indies, 
near the close of the year 1836. The facts publish> 
ed by thtsm had a remarkable agreement, and caiv 
ried convictdon to the minds ot disinterested and 
liberty-loving people, throughout the civiUzed world,i, 
of the safety and advantage of immediate emanciparr' 
tion. American abolitionists were greatly cheered 
and encooraged in their labors by tlie gratifying 
intelligence thus spread before the people, and were 
sanguine in belief that it would lead speedily to 
universal freedom ; but slaveholdere and then" alli( 
persistently labored to falsify the information, and 
comiteract its Lofiuence.t 

The venerable Thomas Clarkson wrote, for the 

• See " The West Indies in 1837 ; beinfi the Jonrnid of a. Visi* 
to Aiitigun, etc. By Joseph Stnrge and Tliomiui Hurvcy." 

t See " Emanripntion in tbe West ludiefl. a Six lloutha' ToaX 
in AniigniL, etc., in Uie year 1B3T, b; J. A. Tltome aud J. H. Klu- 
balL- 

t SeeAppGndix5,fbTaniiiteieBtiiig8lAteiiieiit<tf JosepliStjngv. 
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informatioti of Arthur Tappan, and liia anti-slaverj 
friends, that he had been iDformed by a British 
consul that JiclUioiiS siatcments respecting the condi- 
tion of the emancipated in the West Indies and the 
condition of the islands, were sent to the -United 
■States as warnings to the people not to encourage 
the abolition of slavery. 

While the aboHtionists were active and fearless 
'in their efforts to arouse pubhc attention to the 
Atrocities of slavery, the leading people of color were 
lot inactive in labors to diffuse light and intelligence 
onong their people; and to make them worthy of 
iqnal privileges wherever they shpuld be secured to 
iihem. 

They commenced the publication of n journal, 
sdited and conducted by colored men, entitled "The 
Dolored American and Advocate." It was com- 
iaenced March 4, 1837, with the means contributed 
yj anti-slavery friends, Mr. Tappan giving the lar- 
jest sum, and was a neatly printed and well edited 
paper; the proprietor was Philip A. Bell, and the 
aditor Samuel E. Cornish, both men of color, men of 
abilities, of much consideration among their people, 
ftnd respected by ail who know them. 

The paper was intended to be the organ of color- 
led Americans. Its columns were filled with excel- 
lent selected and original matter. It ably advocated 
the emancipation of the enslaved, and the elevation of 
lie free colored people; and to this end it ui'ged on 
he whites the abolition of caste, and on their own 
iople a thorough education. Gifted i 



the people of color iu New York and elsewhere, and 
there were not a few of them, had an opportuiiitj, 
that was well improved, of addressing their people, 
and the pubhc at large, in the columus of this excel- 
lent paper. 

The appearance of this paper was cordially wel- 
comed by Mr. Tappan, whose confidence in the 
editor was very great; and he believed it an impor- 
tant auxilifiry to the cause of emancipation in pro- 
moting, on behalf of the people of color, LEBERTY 
and EDUCATION. It was sustained a year or 
two, giving abundant evidence of the capability of 
colored meu to sustain a respectable newspaper, and 
was then discontinued, as were several other anti- 
slavery papers, during the financial convulsion that 
occurred throughout the country. 

Ou the third day of December, 1863, a meeting 
of members of the convention that formed the 
" American Anti-Slavery Society," was held in Phila- 
delphia, commemorative of that event, to which Mr. 
Tappan was specially invited. The foUowiug letter 
accompanied the invitation: 

BoBTOH, NoTvmber 12, 1863. 

Dbas and Vbnebated Sir ; Thirty-three years eeren 
moutliB ago I was lying in the cell of the citypriBgn in Balti- 
more, for the ciime of exposing and denouncing certain tomiB- 
mpn of mine, whom I detected in carrying on the domeatio 
slavetrmU'i between that city and New Orleans. Comparative- 
ly unknown at that time, and utterly without moans to pay 
tlio fine and coata of court that were imposed upon me by a 
slaveholding jndge, I might have died within those prison 
wnlla, if your sympathizing and philauthropic heart had not 
prompted yon, unsolicited, to send the needed som for my 
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Itedemptiun. It is not for me to trace the consequencea o( 
that deed to the canae of the oppi'essed i^ince that period ; 
but I desire to Assure jon that my gratitude to you is as fresh 
And overflowing us it was when I waa delivered from, my in- 
earceratioD, and wiU ever remain so. 
It is now more tltaaa acore of years since I hod the pleas- 
ure of seeing you. Time, of course, has been busy with us 
both in making his impression upon us, although I am con- 
dderablj' younger than yourself. On the 10th of next month 
I shall complete my fifty-eighth year. I presume you have 
^umbered fourscore years. May God grant us the inex- 
Jiresaibly happy privilege of witneB.siug a universal jubilee, 
a horribly wieked rebellion suppressed, and peace and unity 
)Keured from sea to sea, before this " mortjd shall have put 
n immortality." Tour ever grateful friend, 

WM. LLOITI GARRISON. 

At the meeting Mr. Garrison said: "The flrat 
jtter I hold in my band is from one who deaervea 
(» he held iu honorable and lasting remembrance 
for his early, devoted, and long-continued service in 
eur cause; I mean the first president of the Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery Society, once the distinguished 
filer chant-philanthropist of the city of New York, 
iBTmra Tappan ; the benefactor to whom I owe my 
^beration from the Baltimore prison in 1830; and 
bnt for ■whose interposition at that time, in all prob- 
ability I should never have left that prison, except 
io be carried out to be buried. I think it is some 
twenty years since I bad the pleasure of looking 
into his face. But I could do no less than to send 
liim a letter of invitation to be present at this com- 
memorative meeting, renewing my expression of 
gratitude for all his kindness to me poi'sonally, and 
lay admh-ation for all he had done in the cause of 



188 ABTHUB TAPPAN. 

tito oppressed; and I was glad to receive this letter 
in reply." 

The letter was read, as follows, by WendelL 
p trn.i.TP R Gaerisos, one of the secretaries : 

New Haten, Nor. 17, 1803. 

Wm. Llotb Gabbisok, Esq. , Beib Sib : Few events conld 
give me so much pleasure bs the receipt of yotu" note of the 
12Ui inat. DurinR the years that have intervened sinoi 
last met, I have often recnlled the time when we were united 
in working for the slave, and regretted that anj oconrrence 
should have estranged na from each other. 

I shall be glad to attend the meeting at Philadelphia, but 
my advanced age (seventy-eighth year) and growing infirmi- 
tiea may prevent. I am, very truly, your Mend, 

ARTHUE TAPPAN. 



UNi'OUNDED CHABQES. 



XI. 

The most onfounded charges were brought 
against the abolitionists, manj of them being absui'd 
as well as malicious. They were accused of a do- 
eign to change the social habits of the community, 
to mis up people without any regard to distinctions 
in society, and to enforce associations of peraons of 
education and culture on equal terms wilh ignorant 
■and degraded persons. Not only an unscrupulous 
press, but persons moving in refined society gave 
out, as credible facts of which they were personally 
cognizant, that it was part of the creed of anti-slave- 
ry people, that marriage relations ought to takr 
place between white and colored persons. 

It was a singular fact, said a writer, that those 
who profess belief in strong, instinctive, insurmount- 
able prejudices against color, are the very persons 
who ai-e most alarmed about amalgamation by inter- 
marriages ; as if the two propositions did not ob- 
Tiously destroy each other. It was said that at a 
town meeting in New Hampshire the question was 
discussed, whether colored people ought to be 
admitted into scliools upon equal terms with white 
scholars. One individual arose and treated the 
subject after the usual manner of those who have 
thought httle about it. " If we cultivate these peo- 
ple," said he, " the fii-at thing we shall know, they 
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will be manning our daughters. Such a thing aa a 
kind social relation between the two races was never 
intended by Providence. The colored people are 
naturally inferior, and cannot be elevated. It is 
impossible for us to exist together in the same com- 
munity with them on equal terms; you might as 
■well try to mix oil ODd water." 

Upon this, a plain farmer remarked: "Why, I 
thought you said just now that the first thing we 
should know they would be maiTyiug our darters, 
Kow, if they wont mix any better than ile and water, 
what are you afi'aid on?" 

At the same meeting, a person obser\-ed that he 
had no objection to colored people's being educated, 
but they might get up schools for themselves. It 
was his opinion that white folks had better let the 
niggers alone. An elderly man arose, and asked the 
following question: ""When the angel of the Lord 
commanded Philip to enter the chariot of the Ethio- 
pian, and explain to him tlie Scriptures, what if 
Philip had answered, 'I think, Lord, it is beat for 
white people to let the niggers alone'?" 

These anecdotes illustrate the kind of dialogues 
that were carried on in those days on the part of 
the opponents and friends of emancipation. It ap- 
pears almost incredible at the present day, that 
stories respecting the social intercourse of leading 
abolitionists with people of color should have the 
currency they did duiing the heated controversy. 
Persona in the higher walks of society, at that time, 
did not scmple to repeat the slanders, sometimes 
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vouching for their truthfuhiess from their own knowl- 



Tbe anti-repubhcan and unchristian feeling of 
caste, though much abated, has not yet been dis- 
carded, either bj the cultiyated or ignorant mem- 
bers of society. Abolitionists merely proclaimed 
anew the doctrine maintained by the foimders of 
the repubUc, that all men have equal natural rights, 
and are entitled to life, hbcrty, and happiness. It 
follows, of course, that black men have the same 
rights as white men ; the right to acquire knowledge, 
engage in pursuits of their own selection, and ele- 
vate themselves in the intellectual and moral scale, 
without molestation. Is it not an obvious sequence 
that, as citizens of the same country, and as chil- 
dren of the same family of which God is the Fa- 
ther, they ought to be treated iiTespective of com- 
plexion ? 

Mr. Tappan, and those associated with him, con- 
tended against the cruel and heartless usages of 
society that oppressed and degraded the people of 
color. They were excluded from the public schools, 
academies and colleges, they were forced to sit in 
"negro pews" in houses of pnbhc worship, often 
obliged to partake of the bread and wine at the 
Lord's supper after they had been served to the 
white communicants, and denied the privilege of 
obtaining instnjction in theological seminaries to 
quality them to preach the gospel. They were re- 
fused seats in omnibuses and cars. They were com- 
pelled to remain on the decks of steamboats, while 
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other passengers were taking repose in cabins and 
staterooma. They were esclmled from places of 
public amusement. They were forbidden the priv- 
ilege of voting, and in all manner of ways maltreat- 
ed, often by persons of less education and refine- 
ment than themselves. They were shut oat from 
the jury seats even when their own people were on 
trial, and thus a fundamental principle of law and 
equity was ignored that a man has a right to be 
tried by his peers. 

The whole commnnity, with few exceptions, took 
part against them. Law-maters, magistrates, school- 
masters, ministers of the gospel, sextons, Und hod- 
carriers seemed to conspire to browbeat persons of 
color, as un^vorthy to " live, move, and have a be- 
ing" with themselves, or to pass by them with frigid 
indifference to their just claima. 

The blindness as well as prejudice of the com- 
munity, at that day, is illustrated by an anecdote 
told by Frederick Douglass. He attended public 
worship, and wks directed to a "negro-pew" in an 
elevated comer of the gallery. The Lord's supper 
was celebrated. The preacher invited all the white 
brothers and sisters to come forward and partake of 
the elements ; and when they had thus partaken, he 
looked up to the negro pew, and with outstretched 
arms exclaimed, ""We now invite our colored friends 
to come down and partake of this holy feast, for the 
Lord is DO respecter* of persons !" 

There were even then a few ministers who ab- 
horred the caste feeling so generally prevailing, and 
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[who did not hesitate to trample upon the usage as 
B. desecration of the house of God, and an abomina- 
tion among Christian people. Among these was 
Dr. John M. Mason of the Murray-street chm^ch in 
the city of New York, He bad invited a young 
slave girl, Xaty, afterwards the well-known and 
highly respected Mrs. Cathaiine Ferguson, to unite 
with his church. He knew the hostile feeling that 
prevailed at the time among certain prominent 
members of his church, and was determined to 

I show his disapprobation of it. Accordingly, when 
he saw the timid girl standing afar off, near the end 
of the broad isle, he went from the communion ta- 
ble, took her by the hand, and as he led her to a 
. seat near the Lord's table, he said aloud : 
" For ye are aU the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female ; for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus."* 

I On another similar occasion, as the colored 
members of the chui'ch were slowly coming down 
Btairs from the gallery to take the back seats, one 
Df the elders spoke to Dr. Mason across the com- 
• Mrs. FacgnBon had the privilega and the honor of establisli- 
ing tha first Buudiiy-Bctiool eyet formed in the city of New York ; 
uid during her life she took from tlie ulinshouHo and elsawhere, 
at different timeH, forty phildren, -white and black, supporting 
them nntil they were of Bofflcient age to go into seryice, and thea 
placing them in families to be reared for usefulness. See tract 
published by the Boston Tract Society. 
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munion table, saying, "Don't let the black people 
partake until the white members have got through." 
The dcxitor said, " Well, well ;" and then addressing 
the colored communicants, he said, "Come this way, 
take seats here." He placed them in front of the 
table, and helped them to the bread and wine be- 
fore it was pa^ed to the other members of the 
chiirch. 

Anti-Blavery men refused to be a party to all 
unrighteons conduct, set their faces against caste 
usages, and denounced them. For doing this they 
were slandered and maligned. On one occasion, 
Ml". Tappan finding the Eev. Samuel E. Comish, a 
colored member of the Mrst Presbytery of New 
Xork, of which the Rev. Dr. Spring was a member, 
standing on the steps of the Laiglit-street church, 
Rev. Dr. Cox's, invited him to take a seat in hia pew. 
No httle excitement was the result. The devotions 
of the congregation were much disturbed. 

The services being over, one or more of the 
elders or trustees called upon the offending mem- 
ber of the church, remonstrated with him on the 
gross impropriety he had committed, and requested 
him in terms very like threatening not to repeat the 
offence. 

Mr. Comish was a mulatto, neat in his person, 
gentlemanly in his deportment, a well-educated 
man, a good preacher, and both he and Mr. Tap- 
pan had been managers of the Amciican Bible So- 
ciety, All this did not protect them from insult and 
Annoyance in a house consecrated to the worship of 
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k>d on tlie pnxt of those who professed to lie Uia 
rorshippers. 

Dr. Cox, in view of the angry feeUngs prevailing 
1 his congregation towarda Mr. Tajipan, attempted 
L his weekly lectnre to set the matter right. He 
fwamed his people not to indulge these inhuman 
Iprejiidices, and said that they might well incjuire 
T white the Asiatics were, or how white must the 
iplesion of the Saviour be, were ho now on earth, 
1 order for us to tolerate his person or endui-e his 
resenco. 
One of the daily papers, the Courier and Enqui- 
; came out with a violent attack upon Dr. Cox 
por his utterances to his own people, accusing him 
: having stated that the Saviour was a colored 
" man, etc. Dr. Cox vindicated himself in another 
morning paper, the Journal of Commerce,* and gave 
a suitable answer to the aspersions. "How great 
md anti-philosophical, as well as anti-Christian," 
taid he, " the prejudice of us Americans against our 
jolored brethren ; that such a sentiment, .... guard- 
idly applied to the complexion of Jesus Christ, 
ihould rouse the angry feelings of many .... whose 
indnesB mistakes for piety the antipathy which 
SBpisea the Creator in his creatures !" But for his 
mdication of Mr. Tappan, his espousal of the anti- 
f cause, and his controversy with the Courier 
'nquirer, he was remembered afterwards by 
lat paper and the mob, when his honso and person * 
g^ere threatened and assailed. 

" See JVeie Tork Evans^Ut of June 21, 183*. 
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It HO happened that a fellow-townsman of Mr. 
Cornish, one of bis own playmates in Virginia, a 
man of a skin rather darker than hia own, mixed ^t 
the time and after with the "bulla and bears" of 
Wftll-street on equal terms. And why? Because 
he had shaved his Lead, put on a wig, had consid- 
erable property, was an astute financier, and called 
himself a BrazUian 1 

Mr. Tappan recognized among the colored inhab- 
jtantq many excellent persons — scholars, axtists, wor- 
thy members of society and of the church. They 
were entitled to, but did not enjoy the privileges 
and amenities of society. They were cramped in 
their laudable eiTorta and aspirations by an insane 
and heartless prejudice, as unmanly and preposter- 
ous as it was unchristian. The fact that so many 
of the proscribed class stood up against the unjust 
opprobrium, and by their industry, attainments, and 
good conduct, had made their way to competence 
and affluence and uaefulness in spite of opposition, 
was evidence sufficient of theii- inherent capabilities 
and perseverance in the race of life. 

Included in the number of the estimable colored 
men contemporary with Mr. Tappan, was the Bev. 
Theodore Sedgwick Wright, pastor of the church in 
Frankfort^ street, New York. He had his theologi- 
cal education at Piinceton, N. J., and was highly 
esteemed by his instructors, among whom was the 
venerated Dr. Alexander. And yet, while attending 
as a spectator, the annual meeting of the " Literary 
Society of the Alumni" of Kassau HaL, having pre- 
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viously been a member, his unasaaming dfpovtmeiit 
and evangelical jiiety did not screen him from rudo 
and disgraceful treatment bj some of the students 
m the chapel. His only fault ii'as having a skin 
not colored lite theu' own. 

It was in Mr, Wright's church that a distin- 
guiahed lawyer of New OrleaDS, recently deceased) 
Alfred Henneu, Esq., who was also an elder in the 
Presbyterian church of which Mr. "Wright was a 
minister, on witnessing for the first time a commo- 
dions and well-lighted chuieh belonging to colored 
people, a congi-egation of well-dressed and reupecta- 
ble persons, an organ and a choir of excellent sing- 
ers, and an educated preacher, exclaimed, "This is 
a new and interesting scene to me, and I shall never 
forget it." The minister, unconscious that lie was 
present, supplicated for slaveholders, for the coun- 
try, and for the church, in a way that touched the 
feelings of Mr. Hennen, and called forth his warm 
encomiums. 

He afterwards said to the friend who had accom- 
panied him : " At your house to-daj you convinced 
me that all the doetiines of the abolitionists are cor- 
rect and unanswerable, except that of immediate 
emancipation, and I promised that if satisfied of the 
correctness of that doctiine, I would hberate my 
slaves forthwith. I am now satisfied on that point, 
and am resolved no longer to retain the relation I 
hold to slavery. You will soon hear from me, and, 
meantime, I wish you to give me eopias of your 
principal publieations, that I may take them to 
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New Orloiuis and show them to my friends." 
request was coDiplit-d with ; but except a casual 
expresidon of remembrance in a letter to a mutual 
frifod six mouths afterwards, he was not heard fi'om 
agaiu. For aught tliat was kuowu, his couvictioDS 
subsided, liis promise was forgotten, aud be re- 
mained a slaveholder uutil the proclamation of 
President Lincoln. 

Mr. Tappan did not claim any peculiar merit for 
being free from the caste feeling that so generally 
prevailed. Iii childhood he had been taught to 
respect worthy colored persons. From one of them 
Le had been the recipient of many kindnesses when 
quite young. Near the residence of bis parents 
lived a colored woman, wbo had once been a slave 
in the family of a daughter of President Edwards, 
the mother of President Dnigbt of Yide College. 
She was kind to children, had a motherly watobfol- 
ness over them, and sometimes screened them from 
harsh treatment. Ai'thiir was often at the bonse, 
with his hoop or sled, playing with the grandchil- 
dren of Madam Dwight, and many kind words and 
bits of cake cUd he aud the other children receive 
from LtLL, as she was called. At one time, when 
the httlo ones had wandered a mile or two from 
home, she went, near the close of day, in search of 
them, and brought them back. 

Her memory was ever precious in his reeollee- 
tiou, and next to their mothers, he and the other 
chUdren thought her the best Wend in the world. 
This pious and tender-hearted woman, Sylvia, lived 
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during two generations in tliQ Dwif^lit family. She 
was an exemplary member of the oburch, and lier 
remains repose iu the centra! part of tiie village 
burying-ground, having a headstone at the grave, 
with an inscription commemorative of her excellent 
character. Her kindness to Arthur, and the affec- 
tionate regard he had for her, doubtless laid the 
foundation for the interest he ever after took in peo- 
ple of color. Dear old "Liill!" The subject of this 
narrative never looked, it may be, uiMn a colored 
face without thinking of you as a friend of Jesus, 
and as an inheritor of a glorious immortaUtj, 

It was during the year 1834 and afterwards that 
Mr. Tappau, accompanied by his long tried and 
devoted fiiend Mr. Jooelyn, who had moved to New 
York, was accustomed on Sabbath mornings to ex- 
plore the streets in the ward where the poor people 
of color chiefly dwelt, visit them in their different 
rooms, inquire into their wants, administer rehef, 
give them useful advice, invite them to Sabbath- 
sehools, often praying with them. " Ho had," said 
one, " a deep sense of the worth of the soul, and the 
importance of efforts for the salvation of men." 

An anecdote of an interesting character has 
been related by a merchant who was accustomed 
to purchase goods of Ai-thur Tappan, showing the 
hard feelings cherished towards him by unthinking 
and prejudiced persons, and how they were over- 
come by the Christian conduct of tho abused man. 
This merchant said he was travelling in a public 
sonveyauce, and heard one of the passengers vio- 
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loiitly abasing Mr. Tnppan. He replied, " I was 
formerlj' of tbe same opinion with yourself, and 
believed tliat mau as mucli of a hj-pocrite as you 
do ; but I ascei'tainpd that he Mas a humble Chris- 
tian, and a prajiug, godly man. Once, while pur- 
chasing goods of liiru, I noticed a poor woman who 
oiuue to solicit charity, and I heard him promise to 
call and see her. I had the curiosity, when he left 
the store, to follow him. I saw him enter the lowly 
dwt^lling, and hstened at the door to inquiries he 
made, the prayer he offered, and his offer of peca- 
niaiy assistance. Now, as long as I live, I will 
never speak evil of that man again, nor hear biin 
abitsfd, without lifting up my voice in his behalf, 
for I know him to be a true philanthropist and a 
man of God." 

It was seldom that he wrote any thing in defence 
or in explanation of his course on the anti-slavery 
or other reforms, but the following letter, addressed 
to a nephew residing in a foreign land, acquires an 
interest from its being an authentic exposition of 
his own feelings aud views during several trying 
periods of his life. 



New HiVE-s, Aug. 27, 1868. 

My Deak Nbphbw : I have this day received yoats of the 
8th last. Before this reaches you, the tidings of the death 
of my dear wife will doubtless have reached joa. Tlie event 
liaa made a great inroad on my happiness, but I will not 
murmur, but be thankful tliat she was spared to ma fifty- 
three years ; and now my aspiration is that we may si 
reunited where s< 
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Respecting my earlj experience in the anti-slavevy cauEe, 
I hatet time uow to give ymi but & brief Lisloi-j. When it 
commenced, tlie news soon readied tbe South, imd a larga 
hotel was speedily filled with young Sotitlierners, sons of "the 
ohivalry," viho came ou to employ the Bouthein argament, 
the bowie-knife and tbe piatol, to urrest our proceedings. 
By employing a young man to go to tbe Bftine hotel to board, 
I fonnd out their plane, and took the necessary precautions 
to elnde tUem. My family was at the time living in tliis city, 
and I lodged in a building where rooms were let without 
board, and very near where tbe Southerners were congre- 
gated. Learning that they Lad fixed on the night for attack- 
ing me, and liad provided tar to give me a coat of it on the 
doming Subbalh night, I, with a friend, left tbe city and 
spent the day up the North river. By changing my place of 
lodgings I again frustrated tlieir attempt to get me. 

It was oui first object to get an flnti-alavery society 
formed, and a time and place were agreed on. When the 
time came, we discovered that tbe enemy were on our track, 
and we went as privately as possible to another place ; 
but by the time we were fairly at work, our enemies were 
npon us, and we hastily finished by adopting a constitution 
and appointing the officers, and escajied by the rear entrance 
while the mob were forcing tbe front door. 

Tbe only overt act of mine in the way of amalgamation, 
that I remember, was my giving a seat in my pew in Dr. 
Oox'b church to a dergyman who, as I entered the church, 
was humbly waiting at the door tor some one to invita him 
in, til jugh he lived in the city, had a congiegation (colored) 
of bis own, and whs but slightly tinged with the despised 
color, and I may add, was highly respected as a colored man ; 
yet BO great was the offence I committed, that the occupants 
of one or more neigJiboring pews withdrew from the society, 
and a great ferment was occasioned. 

Though I advocated the sentiment that as Christiana we 
were bound to treat the colored people without respect to 
color, yet I felt that great prudence was requisite to bring 
about the desired change in public feeling on the subject ! 
tad therefore, though I would willingly, so far as my own 
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(fcliugs were concerned, hnre puhlidt/ associated with a well 
educated and refined colored person, mole or femftle, I felt 
tlint their beot fiwul would be promoted bj my reEraining 
from doing bo till the public mind and conscience were more 
enlightened on the subject. If, tJicrefore, you should know 
of suj one's ohoi^ug me with any gross assault on the fas- 
tidiousness of the nge, when I became the avowed friend of 
the colored man, you may Bet it down to the score of igno- 
ranon or malignant falsehood. As to tbs assertion, that I 
niiderstnni.1 is made against me on your side of the ocean, 
thut I or any other one of my family liave ever put arms into 
the hiHids of colored men or women in New York or any- 
where else, it is ii-ithout the slightest foundation. If the 
publication of what I have stated will be of any use in ear- 
recliug public sentiment with you, please to ufie ii 

With kind regju'tls to your family, I am affectionately 
Yom- uncle, 

ARTHUB TAPPAH. 



atOB VIOLENCE. 



xn. . 

ExTENBivi! mauifestatioiis of mob Yiolence were 
eomineiiced in the summer of 1834, in the city of 
New York, and for two years or more prevailed in 
other cities and villages in different parts of the 
country. They were instigated by a servile press, 
and aided by unscrupulous politicians, who found in 
the apathy of a large majority of the people, oppor- 
tunity to work upon the passions of the masses, in 
attempts to stifle free inqmiy and free speech on 
the subject of American slavery. 

Arrangements had been made by the executive 
committee of the American Anti-alavery Society to 
have a pubhc meeting on the fourth of July, in 
Chatham-street chapel, to celebrate the anniversary 
of American Independence. It was thought to be 
a fitting occasion to speak of the rights of man, 
and to advocate imiversal freedom on a day conse- 
crated by our forefathers to the maintenance of the 
unahenable rights of "life, hberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness," intended to be secured to themselves, . 
their descendants, and all the inhabitants of the 
land, then and thereafter, to all generations. 

David Paui. Brown, Esq., an eminent lawyer of 
Philadelphia, who had for many years been the 
friend and legal adviser of the people of color, 
bond and free, was invited to dehver an oration. A 
bjnm was written for the occasion by John GiffiEN- 
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TF*p Whittiek, to be song by a select choir, oon- 
cludiug in these words: 

"And gnut, O.Ftttherl that the tdmo 
Of earth's deliveranco niDy be near, 
Wbf n ever)' lund and tougae and clime 
The mefisago ot thj Iqvh shall hear— 

' ' When smitten as with fire from heaven. 
The captive's chain shall gink in duet ; 
And to his/eHered soid be given 
Tbeo 



The Declaration of Independence, and the decla- 
ration of sentiments adopted by the society at its 
formation, were also to be read, 

A large audience was convened; a solenm ad- 
dress was offered to the Throne of Grace, the Dec- 
laration of Independence was read, but when the 
declaration of sentiments was commenced, it became 
manifest that hundreds of young men who sat near 
the doors had determined if possible to prevent its 
being heai'd. At length, however, the reader's voice 
and perseverance triumphed over the noisy demon- 
strations. When the orator of the day, however, 
had uttered but a sentence or two the exclamations 
. were so loud, and the derisive cheers so boisterous, 
that, after several attempts to proceed, he felt 
obHged to desist, and the meeting came to an ab- 
rupt termination, amid the hurrahs of the rioters. 

On the foUowing Monday, July 7, an article ap- 
peared in the Courier and Enqvirer, a daily paper 
edited by James Watson Webb, ridiculing Mr. 
Brown's attempt to dehver his oration, and throw- 
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ing obloquy upon the abolitionists, while it misrep- 
resented their SGntimonta. No one could fail to 
understand the animus of the concluding para- 
graph: "However much we may regret such irreg- 
ularities as those at Chatham-street chapel, it must 
be borne in mind that it is the Tappanists who pro- 
duce them." 

The evening of the 7th had been selected by the 
people of color to celebrate their anniversary, and 
listen to an oration on American independence by 
one of their own number, Mr. Hughes. Tee New 
YoEZ Sacbed M0810 Society, had a lease of the 
chapel for every Monday and Thursday evening. 
As they were not to use it for the evening of the 
7th, an arrangement had been made by which the 
colored people could have possession on that even- 
ing. One of the officers of the society. Dr. Bock- 
well, who had not been apprized of the fact, on 
passing by and seeing the building lighted np, 
stepped in to see the reason of it. Supposing, as 
was stated, that leave had been given to the colored 
people to use the room in violation of the agree- 
ment with the society, he was highly incensed, and 
commanded the speaker, who was in the midst of 
his oration, to desist, and ordered the audience to 
disperse. 

The officers of the meeting not being disposed to 
obey the order. Dr. Rockwell and some members of 
the society, who had come there ignorant of the 
arrangements by which the colored people were in 
possession of the room for that evening, proceeded 
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to remove the occapants of the platform by force. 
Biesistaiice was made and the blacks OTerpowered 
the whites. A portioii of the funiitnre was de- 
Btiojed daring the melee. 

The Courier aiid inquirer of July 8, seized the 
occflsioQ to defame the colored people and the abo- 
htiomsts, and to stir up the populace to vengeance 
against them. The editor, under the heading of 
" Negro Biol," said : 

Another of those disgraceful negro outrages, with which, 
onr citjr tioa been afflicted for some days and with wliich W9 
nlial] continue to be annoyed, until Artlinr Tappan and his 
troop of incendiariea shall be pat down bj the strong arm of 
the law, occurred last night, at that common focus of pollataon, 
Chatbani -street chapel. During the afternoon of Monday, 
Jiilj 7, a black fellow, named Hughes, was to deliver an ora- 
tion on the subject of American Independence, te a congre- 
gation of blackamoors at Chatham-street chapel. The New 
Yore Sacked Music Societt have a lease of the bnflding for 
Monday and Thursday evening of each weei, and had as- 
sembled as usual for the purpose of practice, when to their 
utter astonishment they found the orchestra, filled up with 
negroes and negresses. The Vice-president and members of 
the Sacred Music Society, after the blacks had commenced 
their proceeding, insisted upon their right to the room, etc 

The riot at the chapel last evening was a riot commenced 
and carried on by the negi'oes themselves. The white citi- 
zens present were there with no disposition to disturb the 
blacks. It wns the Sacred Music Society alone that inter- 
fered, aa they were fully justified in doing : and when they 
mildly insisted on their clear rights they were beaten — yea, 
beaten, tellow-citizenB, by the bludgeona of an infuriated 
and an eiimuraged negro mob ! How much longer are we t« 
submit ? In the niimo of the country, in the name of heav- 
en, how much more ore we to bear from Arthur Tappan'e 
mad impertinenoe ? 
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Such was the peryerRion of faets, anJ siioh the 
too successful efforts made to stir up the popuhice 
to take vengeance against tbo despised people of 
color and their anti-slavery friends. The editor of 
the Neiv York Evening Post, of the 8th of July, re- 
marked: "The story is told in the morning jom-nals, 
in veryinflaininat-oiy language, and the whole blame 
ia cast upon the negroes; yet it seems to us, from 
those very statements themselves, that, as usual, 
there have been faults on both sides, and more 
especially on the side of the whites." 

In another editoiial in the Courier and Enquirer 
of Wednesday, July 9, headed "The Fanatics," it 
vas said : 

A meeting waa held at Clinton Hall last night tor the pnr- 
poae, wu behere, of again diacusEing the question of immeili- 
ttte abohtion. . . . There were about fifty negroes, male and 
female, present, and about twice that number of white peo- 
ple. Learning that theie is to be another meeting to-night 
at Chatham-street chapel, we caution tho colored people ol 
this city against it No one who saw tlie temper which per- 
vaded lost night con doubt that if the bkoks continue to 
bIIow themselves to be made the tools of a few blind zeolots, 
the consequenees to them, will be most serious. 

The above inflammable article seems to have 
been a sheer fabrication, as none of the prominent 
people of color, or abohtionists, heard of any such 
meeting. 

In the Courier and Enquirer of Thursday, July 
10, waa an account of the proceedings of the mob 
under the head of " Disturbances in the City." The 
paper states that a considerable crowd collected in 
front of the entrance to the chapel, (the gates of 
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whicli were cloBed,) and remained ior some time in 
Bilence, as if waiting to learn the result. " No indi- 
cations of a meeting, however, were apparent," said 
the editor; bnt, in the same paper, he afterwards 
said, "it seems that a meeting was held; the mayor 
appeared accompanied by the district attorney and 
some police officers, and the meetiag hastily ad- 
journed." 

The only meeting held, it is beheved, was that of 
the rioters, who were in search of the law-abiding 
abolitionists, and the peaceable people of color, de- 
termined on creating a disturbance in compliance 
with the insidious intimations ^iven by the profligate 
paper alluded to. As they fled from the chapel 
there was aeiy of "To the Eoweiy! to the Bowery!" 
but a portion of the assemblage proceeded to the 
house of Lewis Tappan, No. 40 Eose-street. The 
Courier and Enquirer, well vereed in the art of sup- 
pressing facts, or fabricating them, disposed of 
this attack by simply saying, "We learn that a 
brickbat was thrown into one of the windows; but 
no other injury was then done." 

A portion of the rioters repaired to the Bowery 
theatre, to be revenged on one of the actors who, it 
was reported, had used some "disrespectful expres- 
sions towards the American people," A body of 
watchmen with their clubs came down the Bowery, 
and about the same number shortly after from the 
park. The theatre was closed, and a few persona 
collected in the rear, on Elizabeth-street, and broke 
some windows. 



SACKING OF L. TAPPAN'S HOUSE, 209 

About half past nine o'clock, a bell was rung, 

and a cry arose of " Away to Aiihur Tappan's!" A 

f great rnnnber then proceeded to the house of Lewis 

f'Tappan, his wife and children being at the time 

■with 111 Til at Harlem, They broke open the door, 

smashed the blinds and windows, the lookiDg-glass- 

I 68, croekeryware, and threw the furniture iDto the 

J street. The mob next lighted a fire and fed it with 

r the beds and bedding taken from the honse. 

Mr. Arthur Tappan, being in the city, went to the 

house of hia brother, mufllod up so as not to be 

recognized, uaised with the rioters, and afterwards 

ii'ed, with Mr. Jocelj-n, to the office of the mayor, 

whom they persuaded to send to the honae a posse 

of the pohce, to disperse the mob. This was attend- 

r ed with some success. He heard one of the officers 

■ inquii'e, "Who is that man?" and on being told, the 

k officer said, "I shall not be able to protect him if it 

I IB known that he is here." The name was being 

I called on every aide, with em-ses, "He had better 

["leave," said the officer. At this time an alarm of 

I fire was ordered to be sounded, which brought the 

I engines to the spot, and order was finally restored 

L &t this place. 

Hon. ScHDTLER CoLPAS, now Vice-President of 
k the United States, being then a boy and Hying in 
l-New York, his native city, had the curiosity, with 
1 thousands of other persons, to visit the scene of mo5 
I Tiolence the nest day, relates that the impressions 
k he then receive{l against the " institution of slavery" 
I had an abiding iufiuence. The sacrifice of property, 
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in the loss of fui-niture and the iliimage to the house, 
was a small saei-ifico upon the altar of freedom, 
especially when it ma<lu such an impression on one 
who has since become both an ornament and a bless- 
ing to liis country.* 

A feverish state prevailed throughout the city on 
Thursday, aud it was evident that the rioters had 
greatly increased in numbers, in strength, and in 
intentions of mischief. Indications were very ap- 
parent that they intended to attack Mr. Tappan's 
store, in Pearl-street, Hanover square. Numbers of 
pereons were prowling about, and some ventured to 
throw stones and break some of the windows. By 
the advice of the mayor the store was defended, 
night and day, with firearms, the clerks and several 
men engaged tor the emergency at all times ready 
to use them if occasion required. Mr. Tappan was 
at the store day and night, overseeing and directing 
all the movements for the defence of the properly. 
He dii'ected that no violence should be offered to 
the asaailants, unless they obtained entrance by 
breaking in the doora and windows. 

The editor of the Commercial Advertiser stated 
that Assistant Alderman Johnson, one et the coun- 
sel of Rev. Dr. Janeway, owner of Chatham-street 
chapel, had called upon him and requested the inser- 
tion of the following Caed : " The owners of the 
Chatham-street chapel have been assured by the 
lessee" (Mr. William Green) " that no meeting on the 
auhject q/' slavery sliaU be Jtereqfter held in the building. 
See AppeDdiz G, for Mr. Ool&x's letter. 
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The chapel will be closed this rvening, until Strnday 
next, and then opened only for pubUc worship." 

On Tliursday night, July 10th, an attack was 
made on the store. Almost every pane of glass at 
the front end of the store was broken, but the per- 
peti'ators of the mischief feared to proceed farther, 
being apprised that a large force from within would 
open fii-e upon them if they persisted in their de- 
Bigna. The next day the windows and doors on the 
front of the store were bariicaded, and at night 
a number of men, as before, armed with muskets, 
stood prepared for any onset that might be made. 

Large crowds of people had been through the 
day constantly passing back and foi-ward iu the 
vicinity of the house of Lewis Tappan, At night 
the number of persons assembled there became im- 
mense, and they branched o£E into diflFerent direc- 
tions. Some gathered about the gate of the Chat- 
ham-street chapel, but finding it waa not open they 
soon left the spot. Others proceeded to the church 
of Kev. Dr. Cox, at the corner of Laight and Varick 
streets, and others to his dwelling house on Charl- 
ton near McDougal-street. la both places, before 
the watch arrived, they broke a few windows, but 
the timely interference of the poHce, and a small 
detachment of cavalry and infantry that came to 
their aid by command of the mayor, prevented 
farther injniy. 

The mob also visited the houses of John Rankin, 
Wilham Green, Bev. H, G. Ludlow, and the office of 
McDowaU's Journal The churches and schools of 



tlit) colored people were also marked out for the 
vongeaoce of tlie infiu'iated multitude. 

On Friday afternoon, July lltU, the mayorissned 
a proclamation, which was posted in every part of 
the city, requiring and eommanding all good citi- 
zens to unite in aid of the civil authorities, to put an 
end to these disrepiitable occurrences. Major-Gene- 
ral Morton issued an order, dii'ecting the several 
brigades of his division to be on their respective 
parade grounds at 4 o'clock, p. M., on Saturday the 
12th, to assist the civil authorities in putting down 
the rioters. The military and civil forces assembled 
from time to time the ensuing week. At the same 
time the whole body of the city police were put in 
requisition, aud a large force of miHtary, consisting 
of cavalry and infantry, amounting, it was said, to a 
division of troops, was ordered out,_ and the next 
day stationed at the arsenal, to be ready in case 
their interference ahoidd be requii'ed. 

The "respectable" portion of the community, 
that had, thus far, looked on with indifference, or a 
willingness to see the hated band of abolitionists pun- 
ished to a certain extent by popular violence, began 
to be alarmed for the safety of their own property, 
it being reported that the mob intended to make 
some demonstrations in "Wall-street, where the mon- 
eyed institutions of the city were principally situated. 
The persons interested were at length aroused to 
stimulate and sustain the magistracy in efforts to 
suppress disorder and defend the rights of the citi- 
zens, abolitionists included. And ere long the su- 
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imacy of the laws was amply maintaineiT by the 
military force under arms, prepared to sally forth at 
short notice, to suppress crime, and guard the pub- 
lic peace. Meantime the riotoua acts were continu- 
ed, the law-breaking indiyiduals, jnstly supposing, 
■it may be, that the imbecile mayor only meant a 
ieint by issuing the proclamation and summoning a 
militajy force, as whilo exhorting the people to 
abstain from breaking the laws, he had seen fit to 
allude to the docti-ines and measures of the aboli- 
j^onifits, as the acts of " a few misguided individu- 
Ib," in a way not calculated to allay popular fer- 
ment. 

On this night. Dr. Cox's church was again at- 
■■tacked, and the windows demolished. The Presby- 
■ :terian church on Spiing-street, of which Rev. H. G. 
M-ljndlow was pastor, was assailed by the mob, who 
■Tery dehberately prepared themselves for a regular 
■attack upon this edifice. They placed a barricade 
jof carts and wagons across the street, in order to 
|J>revent the military and authoritiea from interfering 
*ith the designs of the multitude, and then com- 
menced a fire of stones and missiles at the church. 
' 'By such means the doors and windows were smash- 
ed, and the crowd made a rush for the interior. 
The building was instantly filled to overflowing, the 
[ organ, pulpit and pews demoHshed, and the infuria- 
ted mob were in the act of tearing down the galle- 
bttes, when a troop of cavaUy anived and put au end 
> their proct-'edings, after the rioters had been for 
i long time undisputed masters. The mob then 
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I up Lauren 3-strcet, to the house of the pas- 
tor, whose family had retired. Here they broke 
in the windows and doors. A company of military 
appeared, formed in Une, and the mob speedily quit 
the place. 

On their way down the city they broke some of 
the windows in the colored church, comer of Leonard 
and Church streets. They also materially injured 
the colored church in Centre-street, ntar Anthony. 
Tlie windows were broken, and the interior much 
damaged. The house of the minister, adjoining, 
Rev. Mr. "Williams, shared no better fate. For one 
or two hours the mob were left undisputed masters 
of the ground. Four or five houses, occupied by 
colored persons, in Mulberry-street, were complete- 
ly despoiled. A colored barber, named Davis, in 
Orange -street, whose property to the amount of 
several hundred dollars was destroyed, fired four 
musket shots at the assailants, and wounded one 
man. 

The attacks of the mob, consisting of two to 
three thousand persons, in the neighborhood of the 
Five Points, were du'ected to all the houses known 
to be occupied by blacks, A dozen or more in 
Orange, MulbeiTy, Elm, and Centre streets, occu- 
pied by colored people, were more or less injured, 
the roofs torn from several, and the furniture they- 
contained was either buraed or broken to pieces. 
Among them was the " Mutual Relief Society Hall," 
in Orange-street. The house of a colored man in 
Leonard-street was forced open, and robbed of $192 



[in specie, four ivatchea, and other articlea. Other 
acts of wanton barbarity committed in the neigh- 
borhood, were reported in the newspapers. 
While the watchmen and peace officers were en- 
gaged in queUing this mob, a thu-d mob, amounting 
to some thousands, gathered in front of Arthur 
Tappan'a store in Pearl-street, and threatened de- 
moUtion to that estabhahment. To accomplish their 
purpose the more readily, the crowd had caused a 
load of stones to be dumped near the store and had 
(applied themselves with brickbats from the r 
E a recent fire in Pearl-street, which they migbfiS 
jbave used with effect, had not Justice Lowndes, 
Xiompauied by a company of watchmen, appeared 
pst as the attack began, when, after a few nunutes, 
ihere was not a rioter to be seen. 

At two o'clock on Saturday morning the rioters 
lad generally dispersed, though the police and mili- 
T were still on duty. The depredations, it was 
rident, were not committed by the same persona, 
nit by different bodies. The tranqnillity was uudia- 
ni'bed during, Saturday and Sunday. 

On Satiirday, July 12th, a handbill was poste^-l 
1 different parts of the city, as foUows : 

AMERICAN ANTI-SLAYEET SOC'tETY— DISCLAIMER. 

The undersigned, in behalf of the eieoutive committee 1J1 

"American Auti-Slavery Society," and ot other lending 

lends of the caase, nolr Bbsent from the city, beg the atten- 

! their fellow-citizens to the following ciboiuUMeb : 

I 1. We entirely diBcIaim any desire to promote or en(W>ur- 

e intermarriogea between white and colored persons. 

p 2, We diBclaim, and ntterlj diaapprove, the langna^ of a 
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I nemOy ortsbted 
h i* thooglit lo tw to 
prianple U, that em h«rd Ur* aj 
mm, nstil Otejr can b^ peaccaUe 

3. We dbriiuM, aa ve hate already dime, any intaatiao to. 
HmtAvB the Unioa. or to vifdate the eaatHOOkm snd Im 
tha otmatrj ; or to a«kof Congreasai^acttnuMoeiidhie Uhs' 
oonattUitiuul puwen; which the afacflkn of daiar liy 
CongreM, in anj atute, would plainly do. 

ABTBTB TAPPAS, 
JOBS EaXKIS. 

On tLe 17th Jnly, scTeral membere of the ezecu- 
tivo committee of the American Anti-Slaverj Socie- 
ty mldresseJ a letter to Mayor Lawrence, in which 
tbey presimted a Btatement of facts, showing that 
ihvy had neither done nor designed anything inoon- 
viiitent with their dnty as patriots, as Christiaas, as 
friends of the Union, and of the peace and proq>er- 
ity of the city. The letter conclndes as follows 

Uuviug tbiis expressed our principles, und disdaimed a 
fow of the immorous chftrgea promiilgated against ua, i 
Dot wiMh to truuljle jrou, or the Common Conncil, with 
detailed expo^iitioos, not being conscioug that we ooght to 
reonnt. or rclinqnish any principle or measure we have adopt- 
ed, and buing willing oh free American citizens, to live and 
die bj tlie constitution of our society, and the declaration of 
the National Anti-Slavery Cunveution. 

We herewith transmit to you a copy of each of the pnb- 
licatioiiB itisued by the society Hince ita formation, and have 
the honor to be 

Xour felloW' citizens, respectfully, 



Saw YoiiK, July 17, 1834. 



JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
WII.IJAM GOODELL, 
LEWIS TAPPAN. 
&AUUEL E. CORNISH. 
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"The coniDnuiication was treated with great con- 
tempt by the Board of Aldermen, although a, per- 
fectly respectfnl document," said the Evening Post, 
It is manifest that an effectual stop could have 
been pnt to the riotons proceedings had the pub- 
lic authorities been prompt and efficient in using the 
police force. Their culpable apathy was notorious. 
The maddened rioters, intoxicated with success, and 
believing that the magistracy of the city winked at 
the tumult, were prepared to molest the moneyed 
. interests of the city, including the property of some 
of these magistrates. Then, and not till then, was 

»the majes^ of the law displayed; and the riot 
quickly subsided. 
The editor of the Coiirinr and Enquirer, above 
all other editora of the daily press, had employed 
his utmost skill to inflame the public mind and 
bring about the discomfiture of the anti-slavery 
^1 party. On Friday. July 11th, ho said : " It is time 
^K for the reputation of the city and perhaps for the 
^H welfare of themselves, that these abolitionists and 
^H amalgamators should know tlie ground ou which 
^H they stand, Now we tell them, that when they 
^H openly and publicly promulgate doctrines which 
^m outrage public feelings they have no right to de- 
^P mand protection from the people they thus insult." 
^B , This was said, while in the same paper, the edi- 
H tor professed that it was "a painful task" to record 
H the mischief he himself had instigated. "Deeply 
^B indeed," he says, " is the state of things to be de- 
^B plored." Again, in his paper of July 14th, he 
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stated : " On the whole, we trust the immediate 
abolitiouiHtti and amalgamators will dow see in the 
proceedings of the last few days, sufficient proof 
that the people of New York have determined to 
prevent the propagation among them of their wick- 
ed and absurd doctrines, much less to permit the 
practice of them. If we have been instrumental in 
producing this desirable state of pubhc feeling, we 
take pride in it. Let our political opponents make 
the most of the avowal. New York will henceforth 
not permit the ears of her people to be polluted by 
tenets that degi-ade Christianity, are an inpult to 
common sense, and threaten the greatest disasters 
to the inhabitants of many of our sister states." 

He goes on to say: "The indications of public 
indignation which have been esliibited against this 
church [Dr. Cox's] have induced six of the trustees 
to call upon us with a request that we would state 
to the pubhc that of the nine trustees who represent 
the eongi-egation only one approves of the doctrines 
and opinions of Dr. Cox, and not one-fortieth of his 
cougi-egation coincide with him on the subject of 
immediate abolition." 

During all this period, Mr. Tappan was enabled 
to retain his accustomed composure and firmness, 
caiTyiug on liis large business as t^ual, bent on dis- 
charging his duty fearlessly, aa a citizen and Chris- 
tian, let the consequences to himself be what they 
might. He put his trust, not iti an ai'm of flesh, but 
in that Being who eauseth the wrath of man to 
praise him, while the remainder he restrains. 
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The New York papers, with only one or two ex- 
ceptions, had denounced the abolitionists, and con- 
tinued to misrepresent them. The Courier and En- 
quiver, edited by James Watson Webb, was the most 
virulent, and the Commercial Advertiser, edited by 
William L. Stone, the most unscrupulous, if possible, 
while the New York Times, the Journal of Commerce, 
the Neio York Evening Star, the New York Mercan- 
tile Advertiser, the Truth Teller, and Neiv York Ob- 
server, followed in the train, misrepresenting and 
abusing the abolitionists and the people of color. 

Better things were expected of the American^ 
edited by Charles King, whose family had professed 
to espouse the cause of freedom, but even he could 
now say : " The grand jury have their duty to per- 
form at the present exigency, and one of the first we 
hold to be, to indict Dr. Cox, Mr. Tappan, and their 
a&sociates as PUBLIC NtJISANCES. We are 
credibly informed, that among our most respectable 
citizens there is testimony enough in relation to their 
share in the present shameful proceedings, to sus- 
tain a bill against them." 

Posterity will be surprised that the editor of the 
New York Observer, a professed evangelical paper, 
should have published the following: "It is said 
that aboUtionists agitate the subject of slavery in a 
way that endangers the safety of the South and 
the Union of the States. This is true. It is true 
that some of the most conspicuous of the abolition- 
ists are wild and reckless- incendiaries, and if they 
should succeed in infusing their spirit into the mass 
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of tho population at tlie North, civil war would bo 
excited in the South, and there 'would bo an end at 
once to our happy union." 

While the city press generally, including one or 
more of the rehgious journals, was in violent oppo- 
sition to the abohtioniats, the Neic York Evening 
Post, a democratic pohtical paper, edited by WiiJ^ 
UM IiEnaETT, who was not at the time an abolition- 
ist, came out manfully in opposition to the riots, and • 
to the quasi support given to them by the daily and 
weekly press, and in vindication of the colored peo- 
ple, and then' friends. He said : " The fury of de- 
mons seems to have entered into the breasts of our 
misguided populace. Like those ferocious animals 
which, having once tasted blood, are seized with an 
insatiable thirst for gore, they have had an appetite- 
awakened for outrage^ which nothing but the moat 
extended and indiscrimiuate destructiou seems capa- 
ble of appeasing. The cabin of the poor negro, and 
the temple dedicated to the service of the Kving 
God, are alike the objects of their blind fury. The 
rights of private and public property, the obliga- 
tions of law, the authority of its ministers, and even 
the power of the military, are all equally spumed 
by these audacious sons of riot and disorder." 

The progress this intrepid and distinguished 
man afterwards made in anti-slavery principles is 
shown in a letter he addressed to a friend: 

AYI.E1IEKE, New Rouuelle. N. Y., Octolier 24, 1838. 

Wliat I am mosli atratd of is, that some of ray frieuda, in 
their too earnest ze^ [referring to the Congressloiia] election 
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of 1838, when Mr. Leggett wns a candidste in the nominating 
committee,] will place me in a false position before this pub- 
lie on the Blayerj auhjeet. I am an abolitionist I hate 
Blaverj in all its forms, degvees, and influences ; and I deem 
mjself bound by the liighest moral and pohtical obligations, 
not to let that sentiment of hate lie doriuaut and smoulder- 
ing in mj own breaat, bnt to give it free vent, and let it 
blaae forth that it may kindle equal ardor througli the whole 
t^ihece of my influence. I would not have this fact disguised 
or mystified, tor any ofBce the people have it in their po'wei; 
to give. Rather, a thousand times rather, would I again 
meet the denunciations of Tammany hall, and be stigmatized 
with all the foul epithets with which the anti-abolition vocab- 
ulary abounds, than recant or deny one tittle of my creed, 
AboEtioa is, in my sense, a necessary and a glorious port of 
democracy ; and I hold the right and the duty to discuss tlis 
aubjeet of shivery, and to expose its hideouB evils in all its 
Itearings, moral, social, ami political, as of iuftniCely higher 
moment than to caiTy fifty sub-treasury bills. 
• ... And here let me add, I would not, if I could, Lave my 
name disjoined from abolitionism. To be an abolitionist, is 
to be au "incendiary" now. . . . The stream of public opin- 
ion now sets against us ; but it is about to turn, and the re- 
gnrgitation will be tremendous. Proud in that day may well 
be the man who can float in triumph on the first refiuent 
wave, swept onward by the deluge which he himself, in ad- 
vance of his fellows, had largely shared iaotoaaioning. Sueh 
be my fate ! and, living or dead, it will, in some measoie, be 
mine. I have written my name in ineffaeeable letters on the. 
abolitiou record, and whether the reward ultimately come in 
the shape of honors to the living man, or a tribute to the 
memory of a departed one, I would not forfeit my right to it 
for OS many oflices as — — - has in his gift, if each of them was 
greater than his own." 

The following statement is furoislied .by Kgt. S. 
S. Jooelyn: 

The address of Mayor Lawrence, after the niglit of the 
* See 2d voL, pp. 335, "life and Writings of Wm. Leggett." 
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mob, brenking jour tiimihire and burning part of it in tlie 
streetbefore the liouse, was poatednllabont the city. Though 
jt ciLlled npon the citizenfi to preserve law and order, it rather 
inflamed the jiopnlaoe by its reference to the "iniHgnided 
abolitioniHts," who, it was intimated, had uttered inflammatory 
sentiments, and were guilty of reprehensible condnct. Those 
were indeed daya of darkness. Satanic povrer seemed to pre- 
Tail, reminding one of the hoai of darkness at the time of 
the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ. Men's faces gathered 
blackneaa. Mr. Arthur Tappan, and others of our number, 
were looked npon as ptthUc enemies, seeking to anuihiia.ta 
all the valuable iutf^rests of the nation, all the (so called) 
sacred rights of the Southern States, and tlte commerce of 
the city. 

I recoUeet the fearful night when the mob iu great force 
threatened to break into Mr. Tnppan'a Store, and destroy 
both property and life. I was in the store part of the time, 
and also mingled with the crowd, and heard the mutteringe. 
" These Tappans, Arthur and Lewis, are always making 
trouble; they tried to get up Sunday mail laws ; now they • 
are engaged in abolition acts; il is lime thei/ were slopped." 
It was noised about that there was a sufScient proTision of 
arms and men in the store, and that Mr. Tappau iBtended to 
use them in defence of his property and rights. This did 
more to keep the peace than all the police or military forces 
outside. The clerks in Mr. Tappaii's employ, and several 
friends who volunteered their services, were in the store, fnlly 
armed, and ready to stand by the life and property of the 
assailed. 

Di;riug all this time Mr. Tappan was as firm as man 
could be. He moved about quietly and coolly, giving direc- 
tions, animating his friends by his bearing and words. 
While he placed all due reliance upon the force organized irk 
the store, lie evidently looked up to the God of the oppress- 
ed as his chief defender. On Saturday the bank directors, 
and the principal merchants, began to be apprehensive for 
tiiD safety of their own treasures and goods. The mob had 
lieconie more and more emboldened and recldesa, seeking 
Dot only to wreak their vengeance upon obnoxious individn- 
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ols, bnt to pluuiler tlio banks. Moaeyefl men were exceed- 
ingly frigiitened nt tlie apparent strengtli and violence of the 
mob, end the possible roBulta ot tlie atorm tlmt was raging, 
upon which they had hitherto looked with unconcern. 

Some of the friends of Mr. Tappnn'a family, who did Dot 
aympathize with him in hia ftnti-alavery opiniona, were appre- 
hensive that hia life was in dengei ; they lecnlled to his recol- 
lection that rewards were offered for hia head, and that it 
was said, a vessel wasfprepared to take him South. To allay 
their fears he promised to spend the ensuing Lord's day in 
the country, and accordingly be left with me Saturday after- 
noon for Pongbkeepsie. We stopped at the City hotel, 
attended church, and returned to New York Monday 



Mr. Tappan's family lived at thia time at New Haven, and 
he had lodginga at the house in Cedar-street where I boarded. 
On our return from Pongbkeepsie we found aoldiera stationed 
in our rooms. We were told that during Saturday night 
men wore seen lurking about the bonae, and their conversa- 
tion was heard by some of the inmates. They seemed to ba 
concocting mischief, and at length agreed upon a time to 
come again and seize Mr. Tappan. Tbey came, but on see- 
ing soldiera about, guarding the premises, tboy went away. 
On the Sabbath ako parties were seen hovering about ; but 
fearing, as it seemed, the armed force, no violence was 
attempted. Mr, Tiippan went to his store on Monday aa 
naoid, and continued to do so daily, with the calmness becom- 
ing the great benevolent and Christian principles that ani- 
mated him, Oiling hia soul, and banishing aU fears of conse- 
quences. 

At one time I had <'' room contiguous to hia at a, boording- 
honse, and there was a door between them. He often invi- 
ted me into his apartment, where we sat and sometimes 
prayed together. Tlie childlike simplicity and deep rever- 
ence of his prayera were peculiar. I saw him occasionally 
^o in his house. His tenderuess and courtesy in domestic 
life were very happy. Doth he and Mrs. Tappan sympa- 
tliiaed with and aided me in my labors among the colored 
.people. I always hod a most welcome reception from them, 



ARTH 

oiid all their family. His influeuoe was higlily spiritual and 
bleesed to hie family und those intiiOBte friends, vho best 
Imew how to appreciate his excellent traits of clutrocter. 

The brevity and explieitness of hia style of conversatioQ 
were in harmony with his mode of speuking, either as a pre- 
Biding officer of a public meeting, or a chairmiLii of a eom- 
mittee, though when perfectly released from care, he could 
he for a time fluent, and no stronger to humor, enjoying a 
stroke of pleasant wit, especially if ibiliad a good moral ele* 

The Church of Christ, with all its dafeota, was dear to 
him, and hence hia Mehty to it in endeavoring to remove its 
blemishes,. especially the giant sin of slavery ond the sin of 
ooste, which was so exceeding gi'eat at the North. Ood, who 
heard hia prayers, permitted him as well as ourselves to see 
the day of deliverance to the slave and the nation, and to wit- 
ness a, great change for the better, in the clnirches on these 
subjects. Formerly, instead of regard for anti-slavery effijrts, 
many of them exhibited decided opposition. A great chonga 
for the better, but still how slow the abolition of caste 1 I 
hiWe often witnessed hia sensibility when conversing upon 
the wrongs and safEeriuga of others, iind jemember well his 
deep emotion, even shedding tears, oii his-naf-, islutcnieDta of 
the Chr^stirtu Couimiasion during ttit t,iyii ft-tj. 
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Mb. Tappaji took great iuterest in the election oi 
Kev, Dr. Lyman Beecher of Boston to be tlie senior 
professor of Lane Stiminary, near Cincinnati. It 
was owing to him chiefly that the appointment took 
place. Por many years he had been desirous of 
promoting education at the "West, especially of 
young men for the Chiistian ministry in the valley 
of the Mississippi. It was therefore with peculiar 
gratification that he had induced a man of each 
eminent quahfications to assume the oversight of 
this theological school. Hia satisfaction was much 
increased when he learned that a large number of 
the students of Oneida Institute, in the state of 
New York, had decided to resort to Lane Semiuary 
to prosecute their studies. He encouraged the 
trustees in the enterprise, and held out to them 
expectations of liberal pecuniary aid. 

WhUe the students were pursuing their studies 
with energy and suecens, and interesting themselves 
in the great topics of the day, preparatory to enter- 
ing upon the duties and responsibilities of life, the 
BJiti-sIavery cause, among other questions, came up 
for discussion. The students had already formed 
aociefies for different objects, such as, for Inquiry 
on Missions, for Mutual Improvement, a Bible Socie- ' 
ty, a Foreign Mission Society, a Colonization Socie- 
10* 
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tj, and a society for Miscellaneous Discnssion. 
These Bocisties had been formed without the for- 
miUity of askmg permission either of the faculty or 
the truBtees. Neithrr hody took any exception to them. 
When the students saw fit to add to the number dn 
Anti-SlnTery Society they submitted to Dr. Beecher, 
at his request, the preamble and constitution. He 
expressed hia entii'e approbation of their spirit and 
sentiments. 

The anti-slavery and the colonization questdons 
had become exciting ones throughout the whole 
country, and the students deemed it to be their duty 
thorougUy to examine them, in yievf of their bear- 
ing upon their tutiu'e responsibilities aa ministers of 
the gospel. The condition of the colored people in 
the neighborhood, many of whom had escaped from 
bondage in the adjacent states, added to the interest 
felt in these questions. 

The trustees became alarmed, fearing a loss of 
interest in the seminary, a loas of funds, and a loss 
of students. The professors, though generally sym- 
pathizing with the students, shared to some extent 
the apprehensions of the trustees, and were unwill- 
ing to oppose them. They advised the students not 
to discuss either the anti-slaveiy or the colonization 
question, as the subjects were exciting, and the dis- 
cussion of them would be likely to excite opposition 
in the neighborhood, and might result in serious 
differences among the Ktudeuts themselves. A com- 
mittee of students waited on the faculty, and ex- 
pressed to them their confidence, that they could 
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disciiBS grave moral questiona, of deep public inter- 
est, without quarrelling among tbemaelves; tliej 
also stated that they should feel it their duty to 
go forward in the discussion, if it was not prohib- 
ited. They were assured that no prohibition was 
intended. The discussion therefore proceeded, and 
■was conducted with almost eutire unanimity. 
• The trustees soou expressed a determination to 
prevent all further discussion of the comparative 
merits of tlie pohcy of the Colonization Society, 
and the doctrine of immediate emancipation, either 
in the recitation rooms, the rooms of the students, 
or at the public table; although no objection had 
previously been made to the free discussion of 
any subject whatever. During the vacation that 
followed, in the absence of a majority of the profes- 
sors, this pui'pose was framed into a law, or rule, 
of the seminary, and obedience to it required from 
alL 

The trustees laid down the doctrine that "no 
associations or societies ought to be allowed in the 
seminary, except such as have for thek immediate 
object, improvement in the prescribed coiurae of 
studies." This was followed by an order in these 
words : " Ordered that the students be required to 
discontinue those societies [the Anti-slavery and 
Colonization societies] in the seminary." 

"When this arbitrary order of the trustees was 
passed. Dr. Beecher was on a journey to New Eng- 
land, in the iuterest of Liane Seminary. lu the 
hearing of thousands, at Boston, New York, and 
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other places, he had spoken of the students m high 
terms. "They are," he said, "a set of noble men, 
whom I would not at a venture exchange for any 
others." Professor Stowe also " had vindicated the 
character of the students, asserted their dihgenco 
in study, their respectful demeanor towards the 
faculty, then: obedience to law, and their Christian 
deportment." 

On his rotmn to the West, and while in New 
York, Dr. Beecher invited several prominent aboH- 
tionists to meet him and Rev. Dr. Skinner, at the 
Tract House, on subjects growing out of the recent 
diBcussions at Laue Seminary. Accoi'dingly, Arthur 
Tappan, John Eankin, 8. S. Jocelyn, S. E. Cor- 
nish, and several others attended. Dr. Beeoher 
stated that he had conferred with leading men, in 
Boston and elsewhere, with respect to the difficul- 
ties between the trustees and the students, and he 
had invited the present meeting to see if the dis- 
cordance between anti-slavery men and coloniza- 
tionists could not be harmonized. He said that he 
did not think the differences were so great that this 
could not be effected without material sacrifices of 
opinion and feeling. Both parties, he added, be- 
lieved slavery to be an evil, and both desired its 
removal, if it could be effected peacefully and on ' 
righteous principles. 

Dr. Skinner also expressed a hope that conten- 
tion would cease, and thatChristianmen, who aimed '' 
to promote the welfare of the colored race, would no 
B on subjects of so much im- 
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portance, and which involvetl the peace of the coun- 
try and tho world. 

They were replied to bj Mr. Tappan, and other 
friends of the anti-slaTery cause present. They 
stated the principles and aims of the two societies, 
and the measui'ea that had been pursued by them, 
showing that both in principle and conduct, thoy 
■were diverse and in dii-ect opposition. One of them 
considered slaveholdmg a crime against man and a 
fiin against God; that the government had been 
founded on tho doctrine of the equality of man be- 
fore the law ; that Christianity inculcated love to 
our fellow-men, and discarded prejudice, ahenation, 
and tyranny in aU their forms; that this countiy 
■was the birthplace and home of the colored m,au, 
bond and free, and that here be should be allowed 
his freedom, hia civil and religious rights ; that 
coercing him, directly or indirectly, to leave the 
country was inhuman and unchristian; an^ that 
genuine love to the people of color would best be ■ 
manifested in administering to their comfort and 
■welfare on theii' native soil. 

Colonizatiouists, on the other hand, while pro- 
fessing to send to Liberia only those who went with 
their own consent, offered, in fact, to the colored 
people, merely a choice between two evils, and choos- 
ing either, instead of being a benefit to them, was 
opposed no less to humanity than to the eonstitu- 
■ tion of the Colonization Society itself. The society 
had its origin, and main support in prejudice against 
aolor; this caste feeling was strengthened by it; 
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Bending to Africa ignorant slaves, emancipated for 
the special purpose, and a degraded portion of tha 
free people of color, did not tend to the civilization 
and elevation of themselves, or the people of that 
country. Intemperance and war were both fostered 
bj Bending mm and guns with the expatriated peo- 
ple ; and the existence of the Colonization Society 
was a hinderance to the prevalence of anti-slavery 
Bentimenta. The discussions were earnest but mu- 
tually respectful and kind. The two reverend gen- 
tlemen were assured that all they had said had been 
. attentively considered and weighed, but it did not 
remove objections to the Colonization Society, or 
lessen attachment to the anti-slavery cause. 

Dr. Beecher expressed very great surprise and 
disappointment. Being pressed on the subject of 
the recent eom'Se of the trustees of Lane Seminary, 
in forbidding discussions on the slavery question, he 
iu the most emphatic manner declared that their 
action did not meet his approbation, as he believed 
in the absolute right of the students to confer 
together and discuss the subject of slavery and 
eoiouization. He also said he would never consent 
to the suppression of such discussion in the Seminary. 
The meeting was closed by a most appropriate 
and fervent prayer, offered by the colored brother, 
Mr. Cornish, suggested, as was felt, by the Holy 
Spirit. He alluded with deep pathos, to the wrongs 
inflicted upon his people, to the wicked prejudice 
and sufferings under which they groaned, to the 
gratitude they felt in hope of deliverance througb 
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Jfrienda raised up to plead and defend tlieir cause, 
to the injuiioua influence of other schemes in creat- 
;ing hostility to the conntry and to Christianity, and 
,Jie implored the benediction of the Almighty upon 
■the advocates of his people, then present, and all of 
gmilar heart and mind throughout the land. Mr, J 
Tappan and the other brethren felt greatly strengii- J 
;ened and refreshed by such an utterance. It seemed M 
as if the whole body of the people of color waa^ 
|deadiug at the Throne of Grace. I 

Dr. Eeecher returned to Lane Semiuary'. Hd4 
found that the trustees were resolute, the faculty I 
ifearful and undecided, and the students determined M 
And unyielding, repudiating the doctrine laid down I 
,by the trustees, and the " order " based upon it. Dr. I 
^eeeher said the "order" could not be repealed at J 
present, and advised the students to remain mm 
expectation that it might ere long be disregarded. ^ 
3^ey replied that their self-respect and future use- 
iulness would not allow of their obedience to the 
**order," or of their remaining members of a sem- 
inary, one of whose laws they should be constrained J 
io violate. In what they had already done, th^J 
lad violated no law of the seminary, they had madefl 
po failure in their duty as students; and in view aSM 
ikhe assurance that the law or rule would not be | 
repealed, they asked and received honorable dia- ^ 

ions to any seminary they might desire to imite 
srith, and withdrew fi-om Lane Seminary, publish- 

i "Statement of Keaeona," to which -fifty-one 
students att-ached their signatures. 
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It is an admirable production, both in temper 
and argument, and concludes as follows: 

"Finally, we ivould respectfully remind the tros- 
tees, that even though students of a theological 
seminary, wo should be treated as men— that men, 
destined for the service of the world, need, above all 
things iu such an age an this, the pure and impar- 
tial, the disinterested and magnanimous, the un- 
compromising and fearless — in combination with 
the gentle and tender spirit and example of Christ; 
not parleying with wrong, but calling it to repent- 
ance; not flattering the proud, but pleading the 
cause of the poor. And we record the hope that 
the glorioiis stand taken upon the subject of dis- 
cussion, and up to the close of the last session, 
maintained by the institution may be early resumed, 
that so the triumph of expediency over right may 
soon terminate, and Lane Seminary be again re- 
stored to the glory of its beginning. 
"CiKciNNiTi, Dec. 15, leai." 

Dr. Beecher regretted the decision of the stu- 
dents, but he did not exercise the wisdom and firm- 
ness that the exigency required. He might have 
thrown himself into the breacli, and said to the 
trustees: "I have never had such an opportunity; 
I cannot be separated from such 'noble men;' you 
must repeal the 'order,' or I shall feel constrained 
to put myself at the head of these students and 
lead them elsewhere." Had he done this, he might 
have saved the seminary from the loss of such a 
band of moral heroes, iind gained to himself a repu- 
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tation beyond any thing that he had previously 
acquired. 

But, on the eontraiy, he acquiesced in the arbi- 
trary rule of the tmstees. A truly noble and fear- 
less mau in many respects, the opposition that 
prerailed at the seminary and throughont the coun- 
try seemed to overcome him. Bom to be a leader, 
under some circumstances, this eminent man failed 
at this time iu an essential attribute of leadership 
of moral and religious enterprises. He had pre- 
"riously avowed in his lectures at the seminary, aa 
■was understood, that true wisdom consists in advo- 
cating a caUse ouly so far as the community iinU 
sustain the reformer. Is this Christian philosophy? 
Uoes it accord with the conduct of the prophet 
Daniel, or that of the martyrs and confessors of 
ancient times? Is it possible that the glorified 
spirit of Eeecheb now approves such a sentiment? 

Mr. Tappan, though he anticipated good results 
from the decision of the students, was greatly dis- 
appointed at the course taken by the trustees and 
fhe faculty. He had induced Dr. Beecher to leave 
a field of usefulness in Boston, to assume a post 
deemed second to none other in its prospective use- 
folneas; he had promised to endow a professorship, 
or what was equal to it;, he placed a high value 
upon the students who had repaired to the institu- 
tion to place themselves under the theological and 
ethical teachings of "a master in Israel;" and his 
blight anticipations were, for the moment, echpsed. 
But good often proceeds from seeming evil. _ Prov- 
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ideiice liail proviileil an asylum for tlie stadents, 
wlio bad Jilso met with a grievous disappointment; 
ancl the patron and the students soon rejoiced 
together. 

It was natural that Mr, Tappan shonld feel 
grieved that one on whom he had bo greatly reliedj 
one with such rich endowments, with such zeal, 
eloquence, and influence, one who had so "eaniestlj 
contended for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints," shoidd, when all these qualifica- 
tions seemed gifts of God to be called into exercise 
at such a crisis, have been restrained by his 'view of 
expediency, overlooMng, as would seem, the exam- 
ple of those who said: "We ought to obey God 
rather than men." 

He the more regretted it because it seemed to 
be the settled pohcy of his clerical friend, with 
regard to moral reforms, as will appear fi-om the 
following statement. At a time subsequent to the 
departure of the students fi-om Lane Seminary, Dr. 
Beecher called at the store of Mr. Tappau, where 
he was remonstrated with for the course he had 
taken at that institution. He justified it, and said, 
"The anti-slavery doctrines, if true, ought not to 
be pushed to such an extremity." He was respect- 
fully asked, "If, doctor, when you preached your 
sermons on intemperance, many years since, you 
had known all the principles connected with the 
temperance reform that you now know, would you 
not have divulged aud enforced them at the time?" 
He replied, "'I would not have done it." 
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Mr. Tflppan, believing that what is right is the 
.highest expediency, cousiilered that a golden op- 
I portunity had been lost by this venerable man to 
I achieve increased influence and more extensive use- 
■ falne.s9. In view of the history of Lane Seminary 
and Oberlin College impartial men will decide. 
The following letter from Theodoee D. Weld, 
I who was one of the students of Lane Seminary, 
I gives interesting facta in relation to the exodus of 
I the students, besides his estimate of Mr. Tappan's 
[^ character : 

Htdb PiBE, MaBB., Jaa. 1, 1S70. 
. I clierish tlie meniorj of Arthur Tappan with deep 
I reverence, anil garner it among my moat precious things. 
tSo simple in. all his tastes and habits, so q^uiet and modest, 
t'jet BO firm, iudependent, and conscientious, that nothing 
|.BOuld Bwerve him from the right — so careful and dehberate 
a forming conclusions, yet instant and indomitable ia ex- 
B«outing. Economical in spending, yet alwajs bountifnl 
Kin giving. So faitlif id and true, so scrupnlouslj jnat in all 
ISiings. Never seeking his own ; of few words, each straight 
I to the point, and that a deed, and how often a, great ono ; so 
in daring for the weak against the etrong. The race 
Elias a right to know more of one of itii great benefactors ; 
L and I rejoice thitt it is about to got through you some part 
[■of its due. 

Ton asked me what I know about Arthur Tappan's prom- 
e to Mr. Vail of $10,000 for Lane Seminary. I And that 
V. cannot recaU the detaUs with sufflcient accuracy to net the 
%hole mattor right, and therefore had best not attempt it. 
' I hEtd the facts from Mr. Vail, and from your brother, and 
distinctly recall the tact that to me, it seemed perfectly clear 
that, imder the circmn stances, your brother was fully justi- 
fied in taking the course that he did.* 

A former prDfcaaor writes : "All I know in respect to Mr. 
I fixQiax Tappflti's Bubsoription to the fondirot Lane Seminoty, ia 
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■ Yon asked mo to stato what I know of liia gifts to the 
colored schools o£ CinuiuaaU. When the aati-alavety Htu- 
dents of Liuie Beminary established evening-scliools for the 
adults, and day-schools for the children of the three thon- 
sand colored of Cinoiniiati, jour brother wrote to me, sajing 
in aubatance, "Draw on me tor whatever is necessaiy for . 
the schools, teachers, honsebire, books, eti;." 

As the students were occupied with their studies and 
recitations in the daytime, it was necessarf for them to get 
others to teach the day-schools, and as none but earnest 
abolitionists would teach negroes gratuitously, or were fit 
for the work, jour brother paid the travelling expenses to 
Cincinnati of a number of young ladies from central New 
Tort, and of others from Northern Ohio for that purpose. 
The young Indies declined all compcDsation for teaching, 
and your brotlior paid their board. 

The amount that he advanced for the use of the schools, I 
have now no means of stating. As soon as Mr. Tappon heard 
that the trustees of Lane Seminary bad passed a law dissolv- 
ing the Anti-slavery Society, and prohibiting anti-alavery 
discussions, and that the students, finding that the facnltf 
would enforce the action of the trustees, were preparing to 
withdraw to a neighboring village, he wrote to me enclosing 
a draft for a thousand dollai-a, to be expended in hiring a 
building where they might room, in buying such books as 
they might need, and in paying for their board, etc. The 
letter also empowered me to draw on him atsight for what- 
ever they might need in addition, during the autumn and 

what was lepeniedly stated, and I 'believe published, that it 
amonnted to tea thousand dollars. It was aaid that he proposed 
to seoQTB it, but Mr. Vail, the agent, regarded this as unneoessary ; 
and that it was not paid Bimply beCBUae he became unable to do 
so in consequence of his fiuaneial embaiiassmeuts. Mr. John 
Tappnn states ; "Brother Arthur sul>Bcrji)ed, I think, fifteen thon- 
Bond dollars, and was the priginator of Dr. Beeoher's going to 
Lane Beminary, Ha failed before he was called upon for payment, 
after Dr. Boocbor had left. I afterwards paid half of the umouut, 
viz. J7,5(I0, and referred Dr. Beecher to fiieuds and ci 
for the rest of it." 
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I .winter, or tintil some permanent provision for completing 
t 'their courae might be made. He also requested that ail who 
j daiided to return to their trieuds, or to go to othej institu- 
L. tioas, and were in need of funds, eliould be provided with 
I '■whatever was requisite.' Ab I entered tlie Anti-slavery lee- 
L 4oring fleld in Ohio soon after, I do not know what other 
I amouats were forwarded by your brother to help obiBsnuitea 
I in their Anti-alavery PiitmoB at Cnmaiinsville. 

HeartUy sorry that I cannot help you, my dear long time 
I iriend, in your labor of love, and with ever vivid, memories 
I associate labors in the bleaaed old cause — old yet for 
new, I am ever faithfully yoars, 

Lewis TiPFAw. THEODORE D. WELD. 

Mr. Tappan, notwithstaniling his agency in 
j bringing about the removal of Dr. Beecher from 
I Boston to Cincinnati, and hia grief at separating 
i from one ■whose character and services he had held 
in high estimation, and from whose labors at Lane 
Seminary he had anticipated large roaults, felt com- 
pelled to take the part of the students. He fur- 
nished many of them with means of reaching other 
institutions, or of prosecuting a winter's study in a 
neighboring village. A large number of them made 
Lngements to repair to Oberlin Seminary, Ohio, 
[ ha'ving received satisfactory assurances that no at- 
l tempt would be made there to prevent free discus- 
I sion, or oppose the resolution of the students to 
I repudiate caste, and treat the colored people, in the 
I seminary and out of it, as equal with themselves 
before the law and the gospel. He resolved to 
afford them all the aid in his power in building up 
t that place, a school of the prophets. He pre- 
I Tailed on the Rev. Charles G. Finney to succeed 
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Dr. Eeecher, as the spiiitual guide and instmctor 
of the students. "Witli the twelve thousand dollars 
he contributed, a spacious brick builtliug was erects 
ed at Obeiiiu, ^liich in honor of him, the trustees 
named "Tappan Hall."* 

He promised additional aid, but his adverse cir- 
cumstances preyented the fulfilment of his inten- 
tions. This was a source of extreme regret to him, 
as well as the officers and students. Providence, 
however, raised up other benefactors, and a collegi- 
ate as well as theological department was organ- 
ized. The number of students increased from year to 
year, able and self-denying inatractora were secured, 
multitudes of young persona of both sexes received 
instruction, revivals of religion occurred every year, 
and the history of the institution shows clearly that 
the Holy Spirit guided the founders, and has made 
it a name and a praise in the whole land. 

At the "breaking up" at Lane Seminary, and 
while Mr. Finney was preaching at the Broadway 
Tabernacle in the city of New York, he was solicited 
"to go to Oherlin. He has narrated the facta iu a 
letter to the compiler as follows ; 

Abthuk Tappas iiroposed Uiat I should go "West long , 
enough to got the atudenta iato the jniniatry ; and lie offered 
to pay all the bills. He whs very earnest in thia request, 
but I did not see how I could leave New York, as I felt great 
relnctanee to leave the Tabernacle, and told him that I did 
not nee my way olear utilosa Bufflcieiit funds Kiioiild be guar- 
anteed. . . . Messra. J. J. Sliepherd and Asa Mahan came ta 
New York to pursuade mo t* go to Oberlin, aa protessor oi 
° ScB Appendix T, for lesolutiona on decease of Hr. Tappaa. 
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theology. Tho proposal mot tlie view of Arthur and Lawia 

I Tttppan The bretlireu iii New York offered to eudow 

L professorships if I would Bpend half of ench yeur in Oberlin. 

] X offered to go on two conditions : 1, that the trostees shonld 

never interfere with the internal regulations of the school, 

and 2, that we should be allowed to receive on equnl footing 

I colored students The trustees iiad o great struggle to 

I their prejudices. The brethren in New Tork 
I agreed in an hour or two to endow eiglit proteBsorships. 

Brother Arthur Tappan'a Tieart was as large as all New 

[ York, and I might saj as large as the world. He was a Bmoll 

Q stature, but he had a mighty heart. .... When I 

► jaid the cose thus before him he Boid : "Brother Fiuney, my 

K income, I will tell you ou this occasion, nveioges about a liun- 

I dred thousand dollars a year. Now it you will go to Oberhn, 

' take hold of the work, aud go on and see that the buildings 

are put up, and a library and every thing provided, I will 

pledge myself to give my entire income, except whot I want 

to provide for my family, till you are beyond pecuniary want." 

I Haviug perfect confidence in brother Tappan, I said, "That 

I ■will do ; thus far the diffloulties are out of the way." 

Mr. Piniiey further states : 

It was agreed between myself and my church that I 
I should spend ray winters in New York, and my summers at 

[Oberlin When this was arranged I took my family 

I Oberlin ; the students of Lane Seminary came and the 
lltruateea put \\p barracks or shanties, in which they were 
b lodged. Students soon flocked here. I was authorized to get 
t % large tent. ... a hundred feet in diameter. There was a 
I streamer at the top, on which was written in large char- 
I aoters, "HouNEea to the Lobd." The text was of great 
Arthur Tappau said ; "I want the institution to bo 
I known. Collect what money yon can, and spread the knowl- 
l edge of your enterprise through your agencies as far as yon 
I do not want you to spread an abolition flag, but 
k carry out your design of receiving colored students upon 
e conditions that you do wliite students; and see 
t the work be not taken oat of the hands of the faculty, 
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ami siiuilei.! by tlie trustees, as ivos the case at Laue Sem- 
iuarj. Just let it bo known thtit jou thus receive students, 
and work your own wbj oh, tlie best you can. Go and put 
np your building as taut as possible, and for nbatEiver defl- 
eiency of fnnda tliere may be, after making efforts througli 
your agents, you may draw on me, ttnd I mil honor youi 
drafta to the extent of my income from year to year." 

I came on thi; ground 'with this nnderstauding ; but it 
WHS further understood bet\veen brother Tappan and myaelij 
that his pledge ehould not be made known to the triiEtees, 
leat they should faU to mako due efforts as he desired, not 
merely to collect fands, but to make the wants and objects of 
the institution known tliroitghout the land. .... We pushed 
on. The location was bad, and it cost thousands of dollars 
to ovurcome obstacles. . ■ • 

By the commercial onish of 1837, brother Tappan and 
nearly all the men who had subscribed the funds for the 
flupport of the faculty were prostrated. We were without 
funds for the support of the faculty, and fifty thousand dol- 
lai's in debt, without any prospect that we could see of ob- 
taining funds from the friends of the college in this oonn- 
try. Brother Tappan wrote to me at this time, acknowl- 
edging the promise he had made ma, and expressing the 
deepest regret that he wna wholly unable to fulfil his pledge. 
Our necessities were then great and to humaij view it seemed 
aa if the college must be a failure. We had to resort to new 
subscriptions. 

Mr. rinnej, in relating afterwards the diffioulties 
with HiidBon College and Mr. Cob, said: "Arthar 
Tappan wrote to piit me on my guard against goiug 
to Hudson. I found Ms prediction verified and 
declined going to Hudson."* 

At the time the students were meditating upon 

the subject of repaii-ing to Oberlin, the views of the 

tmstees and faculty were not settled on the sabject 

1 Sue Appendix S, for letter from Mr. ITinney. 



of receiving colored students, and treating them aa 
equal in all respects with white students. Though 
they -were Christians considerably in advance of the 
prevailing sentiment of tlie churches, they had not 
wholly renounced the hateful prejudice against the 
people of color that so generally prevailed in the 
country and in the churches. The Lane Seminai-y 

- students were fully aware of this, and determined 
not to go to Oberlin until both free discussion 
and the right treatment of colored students were 
fully secured. 

The subject ao enlisted the feelings of the pious 
inhabitants of Oberlin, that eaniest and persevering 
prayer was offered, especially by a band of godly 
women. The result was an acquiescence if not 
entire harmony of views in the board of tnistoos, 
and the adoption of a resolution that students 
Bhoold be received and treated irrespective of color. 
It was also decided that in the Vioarding-houses aud 
elsewhere, no observances should be allowed that 
infringed upon this rule. Caste has found no asy- 
lum or tt>lcration at Oberlin since that day. 

Mr. Tappan made no effort to have the seminary 
an abohtion institution, in such a sense as to exclude 

I differences of opinion and free discussion. He had 
desire to force conformity to the principles or 
rules of the majority; but he did insist as a condition 
of receiving liis patronage, that students should be 

[ admitted iixespective of color, that entire freedom 

; should be allowed on the anti-slavery question, and 
that a high order of rehgiouB instraction should be 
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given, eapeeially in favor of revivals of religion. He 
would be tolerant, but never submit to the "gag- 
ging" principle. It was not his nature, and it was 
abhorrent to his principles. 

The experiment of having youth of both sexes 
taught in the same institution had also his entire 
approbation, and its great success at Oberlin pleased 
him to the end of his days. Had his prosperity con- 
tinued, Oberlin would have had no more liberal 
patron. He loved the self-denying professors for 
their sound prineiples, firm adherence to them, and 
rejoiced with them in the success of their labors and 
in the evidences of Divine favor in answer to their 
prayers, and the prayers of others. 
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The mob spirit that was intended to put an end 
to the anti-slavery agitation seemed to extend and 
increase it. Its abettors might have foreseen this, 
had they not been blinded by passion. Neither phi- 
lanthropy nor religion can be put down by such 
excesses, Daniel Webster, in his celebrated speech 
at Niblo's Gai-den, New York, in adverting to the 
anti-slavery agitation, advertised his hearers that it 
■was in vain to contend against the religious senti- 
ment of a people. And a doctor of the law, of an- 
cient times, pi'oclaimed the same truth : " Te men 
of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to 

do as touching these men Eefrain from 

these men, and let them alone ; for if tliis counsel 
or this work bo of men, it mil come to naught ; but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God." 

The slaveholders at the South and their North- 
em aUiea exerted themselves to put an extinguisher 
upon the flame that was diffusing its light over the 
whole land. Ruffianism for the time seemed to have 
the ascendency. " Southrons," as they proudly 
called themselves, attempted to overawe all at the 
South who had or were suspected to have anti-sla- 
very proclivities ; while personally, or by their North- 
em aUies, they stirred up violence at the North. 
Northern merchants and poHtieians vied with their 
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SiJutUem coiTespondeiits and coadjutors in efforts 
to put a stop to inquiries and discussions that 
brongbt the " institution " into suspicion and hatred. 

A gentleman of New York, who owned a store in 
Chai'leston, S. C, receiTed a letter from that city, as 
follows : " If you are seen going into Tappan's, Ran- 
kin's,* or any abohtioniat's, vengeance will be poured 
out on your now flourishing establishment in Charles- 
ton. By order of the Select Committee." 

A rticord made iu the private joni-nal of a mem- 
ber of the anti-slavery committee, of September 21, 
1835, says : " There is a rumor that one Jmndred. lh&a~ 
sand liollars are offered for Arthnr Tappan and Lewis 
Tappan, to bo delivered in some slave state, and that 
two pilot-boats are in the harbor from the South." 
In the jVl'^c Orkvms Bee was the following notice : 
"Fifty dollars reward for Arthur, He may be 
, known by being in the habit of preaching among 
slaves." This was probably meant ae a pasquinade, 
to satirize rumors of large rewards being actually 
offered. It was believed, however, that rewards of 
considerable snms were offered, and that plans were 
on foot for the nbdiiction of Mr. Tappan. 

Several of his friends called at his store to in- 
quire into the matter, and asked if ho was not 
alarmed. They were assured that he had great 
composure ; that he did not think any attempt 

o The lalo Joliu Rnnkin. Enq., merclinnt of New York, who 
was the fimt treasurer of the American Anti-SLivery Society, and 
who for taany yeaiB contributed to its fanda $1,200 per unmim, 

was a stendfiist friend of the canse, and died in 18UU, in the 
eightieth year of his age. 
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would be made to carry liitn off; tiiat fear was une- 
les8 ; and he tnisted ia God. 

Not long after, a report was in circulation that 
was belieyed, that a pilot-boat was in the harbor of 
New York, from Savannahj Ga., and fears were 
expressed bj several citizens that possibly, and not 
improbably, a plan was on foot to kidnap some of 
'the abohtiouistB. It wns STidcnt that the slave- 
holdera and theii- Northern alhos intended at least 
to frighten them. To an inqiiiry, " Are the members 
of the anti-slavery committee alarmed?" the answer 
was, "Not at aU. They hold their meetings at the 
anti-slavery office regularly, transact the business 
on hand, and have no intention to cease their oper- 
ations." 

The daily press, with some exceptions, instead 
of attempting to allay popular ferment, lent its aid 
Ml denouncing the abohtionists and encouraging the 
violence of Southern men. Meantime efforts were 
made by " Northern merchants with Southern prin- 
ciples" to injure Mr. Tappan's business, by per- 
suading Southern merchants not to purchase his 
goods, and to combine their influence to break him 

Intelhgence soon reached the city that great 
excitement prevailed at Charleston, 8. C. A mob 
had i-obbed the postoffice of that city of a quantity 
of anti-slavery publications, July 29, 1835, and 
burned them in the street, together with effigies of 
pT, Samuel H. Cox, "WilUam Lloyd Garrison, and 
Arthur Tappan. The news stirred up sympathizers 



346 



AETHUB TAPPAS. 



in l^em York, who renewed their reproaches against 
the abolitionists, and there were npprehen^ons on 
the part of many people of mob violence. It was 
alleged, contrary' to the fact, tlmt the abolitionista 
Lad sent large qnfintitics of their pablications to 
Charleston, with "incendiary" pictures, to be dis- 
tribated to the slaves. Mr. Tappan suggested to 
the committee the propriety of issiung a calm anJ 
resolute statement of facts, to allay the excitement 
at the North, occasioned by the talge representations 
on the subject. Accordingly, an address To the 
PtFBUC, written by Jndge Jay, was published in 
pamphlet form and in the religious newspapers, 
and widely ch-culated. It set forth the distingnish- 
ing sentiments of the anti-slavery party, and ex- 
plicitly tlificl aimed the charges so industrionslj 
made against it, concluding as follows: 

"Such, fellow- citizens, are our priaciplea. Are 
they unworthy of republicans and Christians? Or 
are they in truth so atrocious, that, in order to pre- 
vent their diffusion, you are yourselves willing to 
sun'ender at the dictation of others the inviolable 
privilege of free discussion, the very bii-thright of 
Americans? Will you, in order that the adminis- 
trationa of slavery may be concealed fi-om public 
view, and that the capital of your republic may 
continue to be, as it now is, under the sanction of 
Congress, the great slavemai't of the American con- 
tinent, consent that the general government, in ac- 
knowledged defiance of the Constitution and laws, 
shall nppoint, throughout the length and breadth oi 
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your land, ten thousand censors of the press, each 
of whom shall have the right to inspect every docu- 
ment you may commit to the postoffice, and to sup- 
press every pamphlet and newspaper, whether reli- 
gious or poUtical, which in his sovereign pleasure 
he may adjudge to contain an incendiary article? 
Surely we need not remind you that if you submit 
to such an encroachment on your Hberties, the days 
of our republic are numbered, and that although 
abolitionists may be the fii-st, they will not be the 
last victims offered at the shiine of arbitrary power. 

"AETHDE TAPPAN, PaEfliCENT. 
"JOHN RANKIN, TEEiHttHEB. 
"WILLUM JAY, Seo. Fob. Cob. 
"ELIZUK ■WRIGHT, Jr., Sec. Dob. Cob. 
"ABRAHAM L. COX, M. D., Kbc. Sco. 
"LEWIS TAPPAN, 
"JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
"SAMUEL E, COENISH, 
"SIMEON S. JOOELTN, 
'■THEODORE B. WEIGHT. 
'■NHwToBK,8ept, 3, 1835." 

This year was distinguished, in the anti-slavery 
annals, more than any previous year, for the furor 
that possessed the public mind against the hated 
friends of t'eedom. They were grossly insulted, 
their meetings were broken up, they were mis- 
represented and slandered, some of them suffered 
personal injury, and a reign of ten'or prevailed in 
many parts of the country. 

At the present day few persons have a tnie idea 
of the insults heaped upon prominent abohtioniate 
thii'ty-five years since ; even those who were eon- 
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temporary with them haye but a faint recollection 
of the immberlesB annoyances to which the anti- 
Blavery people were subject. Continually watched ; 
their names opprobriously alluded to in the daily 
press, and sometimes placed upon the bulletins of 
newspaper offictis ; misrepresentationa of all sorts in 
thfl mouths of the commmiity ; caricatni'es and pas- 
quinades at every newspaper stand ; followed not 
unfi'equeutly by droves of boys even from places of 
public resort to their own doors ; their families in- 
sulted by passers-by ; their children shunned at 
school ; significant geatui-ea of intended violence 
made by strangers as they were passed in the 
streets; objects of real or affected aversion or ter- 
ror as they had occasion to call at Jiotels or private 
dwellings; sometimes hissed as they passed the 
exchange and other places of public resort, and as 
they attempted to take a part in meetings ; indeco- 
rously treated in assemblies of professing Chris- 
tians; their principles and measures distorted and 
falsified, they were considered and treated as dis- 
turbers of the public peace, and as outlaws in the 
community. 

Is it asked. What manifestations did Mr. Tappan 
exhibit under such provocations ? He preserved his 
equanimity, ateadUy pursued his accustomed avoca- 
tions, attended regularly the anti-slavery meetings, 
and looked into the future with a serene and confi- 
dent trust that good would be evoked out of seeming 
evil, that the Almighty would protect the victims of 
oppression and prejudice and their friends, and ful&] 
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the believing prayer of the psalmist : " Surely tlie 
wrath of man shall praise Thee ; the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain," 

At Nashville, Tenn., Amos Dresser, an amiable 
and pious young man, who went from Ohio to sell 
books, to enable him to pursue his theological studr 
ies, was seized by some of the citizens, under the 
false charge of circulating incendiary pubUcations, 
arraigueii before a tumultuous assembly in the 
court-house, and sentenced to be publicly whipped. 
The punishment was inflicted in the pubhc square 
in the presence of a large assembly of people, the 
leading men in the place standing by and directing 
the proceedings. 

A convention of anti-slavery men fi'om different 
parts of the state of Kew York, to form a state anti- 
slavery society, assembled at Utica, and while peace- 
ably attending to the business in hand, in one of the 
churches of the place, were assailed by a mob of sev- 
eral hundreds of ruffians, headed by Samuel Beards- 
ley, a member of Congress, chairman of a committee 
of twenty-five leading citizens appointed at a meet- 
ing in the coui't-house. At Boston, the same day, 
a meeting of anti-slavery women was broken up, 
and WiUiam Lloyd Garrison was dragged through 
the streets by an infuriated mob, at the peril of his 
life. The mob was said to have included men of 
" property and standing," 

At Brooklyn, N. T., the residence of Mr. Tap- 
pan, threats of violence had been repeatedly made, 
and considerable apprehension was felt by hia 
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friends that tlioy might bp carriod into execution. 
Mr. Georqe Hali., who was at thtj time major, de- 
termined to exert liis influence and authority to pi'O- 
tect him, and save the place from the disgrace of 
an imlaivful uproar. Though not at that time an 
abolitionist, he valued the rights of peaetrful citizens 
and the reputation of the city. 

Being apprised that on a certain night an at- 
tempt miglit lie made to seize Mr. Tappan, he made 
ftrrangementa with the commandant of the Navy- 
yard to have in readiness the marine force, to act, 
should their aid be required. He then stationed a 
relay of men from Mr. Tappan's residence to the 
Navy-yai^d, at convenient distances, to convey his 
messages to tlie officer in command, while he walked 
back and forth before the house, unattended, during 
a great part of the night. This fact, so honorable 
to that niiosteutations, but fearless magistrate, ho 
never commuuieated to Mr. Tappan, who little 
thought that, while he was seeking repose upon his 
pillow, Buch a "vigilant and brave man was volunta- 
rily peiforming the office of sentinel in front of iiis 
house. 

Mr. Leggett, as editor of the Bvemiig Post, and 
as editor of the Plubideulev subsequently, boldly 
advocated the rights of man, including the negro 
and the abolitionist, in opposition to his political 
party and a servile press, and within a year or two 
became, as might have been expected, an avowed 
abohlionist. In an article in the Evening Posf^ <A 
August 26, 1835, headed "Reward fob ABTBtat 
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Tappam," he spoke of the wild fftnaticism that pre- 
vailed at the South, "How else," he exclaimed, 
"could such a paper as the Charleston Patriot ad- 
vert, with tacit approbation, to the statement that a 
purse of twenty thousand dollars had been made up 
in New Orleans, as a reward for the audacious mis- 
creant who should dare to kidnap Arthur Tappan, 

and deliver him on the levee in that city Ib 

the Chaiiesirm Patriot so blinded by the pecnhar 
drcumstances in which the South is placed, as not 
to perceive that the proposed abduction of Arthur 
Tappan, even if consummated by his murder, as 
doubtless is the object, would necessarily have a 
widely different effect from that of suppressing the 
Abohtion Association, or in any wise diminishing its 
zeal and ardor?" 

He spoke' as became a true patriot, in suitable 
terms, of the exti-aordinary conduct of the Postmaa- 
ter-General, Amos Kendall, in virtually sanctioning 
the rifling and destruction of the mails by post- 
masters, in defiance of their oaths of office and of 
the rights of their feUow-citizens throughout the 
United States. In alluding to the letter of Mr. 
Tappan and his associates to the mayor of New 
York, he said : 

"We have here, in the subjoined official address, 
signed with tlie names of men whom we believe too 
upright to he, and who certainly have shown that 
they are not afraid to apeak the truth, an exposition 
of the creed and practice of the Anti-Slavery Soci- 
efj. "We have already said that, in our judgment. 
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the matters contained in this document, with a sin- 
gle esception, deserve a cordial approval .... We 
approve of the strenuous assertion of the right of 
free discuHsioD, and, moreover, we admire the hero- 
ism which cannot be driven from its ground by the 
maniac and unsparing opposition which the aboH- 
tionists have encountered." 

This heroic political writer rendered great ser- 
vice to the cause of freedom, and Mr. Tappan and 
his associates held him in high esteem during hia 
brief career. In one of his articles he quoted some 
lines afecribed to PhiUp Tan Artavelde, saying, 
"This is the sort of character vre emulate." They 
are applicable to him, and we think also to the sub- 
ject of this narrative. 

"A]! my life loug 
I have beheld witii most irEiipect the man 
Who knew himaeH and knew the ways before lii'". 
And bom nmongHt them chose eonsiderately, 
With a clear foresight, not a blindfold courage ; 
And hnvinf; choaen, with a steadfast mind 
Pursued hia purposes. "o 

• Mr. 'William Leggett died in New York, May 24, 1BS9. A 
collection of his politiuel writingB was published the same year, in 
two volumes, I2mo, selected and arranged with a. Preface by The- 
odore Sedgwick, Jr., and copyright secnred by William Cullen 
Bryant. 
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His eldest danghter has, during the preparation 
of this sketch, sent some reminiscences of her father, 
that will interest his grandchildren if not others; 
and they are introduced here as thej relate in part 
to matters of a prior date, but are not specially con- 
nected with any thing, that followH. It is perhaps 
needless to say, that they were not penned with 
any special reference to publication, but rather to be 
interwoven, if it was thought best, in the narrative. 
They will also be interesting to children, who dwell 
upon incidents relating to the early life of their 
parents, that may not be esteemed of much value to 
other persons. This daughter says : 

"My mother was a professing Christian several ^ 
years before she mamed my father. Some of her 
friends objected to her marrying him, because he 
was at that time inclined to Uuitarianism. He 
attended the Scotch church in Montreal, where she 
worshipped, and there first saw her. He after a 
time sought an introduction to her fi'om a mutual 
Mend. 

"When they temporarily resided in Boston in 
1814, previous to then- removal to New York, my 
mother went with him to hear Dr, Channing on 
Sabbath mornings, and to the Old South church in 
the afternoon. In this way she knew what he 
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liear<l. aud Ibey conversed about it at Lome. Her 
influence! was blessed to bim, and. when the}' moved 
to New York id 1815, father took a pew in Dr. John 
M. Mason's church, and before long he became a 
member. 

"I recollect when father began ertempoi-aneons 
family prayer, which -he kept up through his long 
life. Before prayer, he used to read in 'Scott's 
Bible,' the text and Practical Observations, On 
Sundays, my brother and myself learned a few 
verses from the Psalms, for which fatlier rewarded 
us with a sixpenny piece, to be dropped into a 
missionary box, the contents of which were for the 
support of two cliildcen in India, named for us. Ha 
beheved that we should thus learn early to take an 
interest in missions. It was his habit to distribute 
tracts and Bibles among the seamen, Sunday morn- 
ings, before the church service. 

" About the year 1819, my parents moved from 
Gold-street to Whitehall-street, near the Battery. 
This was a delightfxil home. Every day when the 
weather permitted, wo spent hours in that, then, 
pleasant park, under the old trees, or picking up 
shells and seaweed on the beach at low tide. Fa- 
ther sometimes hii'ed a boat and men to row it, and 
took us all to Staten Island, or Hoboken, where we 
wandered in the wild path by the river, or rested 
under the trees on the lawn in front of the old im^ 
the only house I remember there, 

""Whitehall and State streets, and the Baib&y, 
were very different then from what they are at the 
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wesetit time. The Battery was lepfc in nice order, 
tesA was a place of daily resort for the famihes in 
4S)e neighborhood, both parents, children and nurses. 
State-street, especially, was full of elegant houses 
wverlooking the Battery and harbor, and a beautiful 
street. There was much social and friendly visit- 
ing between the neighbors. 

"Wlien we were young children, we saw but little 
D( father except on Sunday and holidays, as he was 
Bo much absorbed in business. But he supphed 
B with books, such as could be had at that time, 
^Manners and Customs of Different Nations,' 'Life 
©f Oolumbus,' 'Parents' Assistant,' by Miss Edge- 
TTOrth, 'Bingley'a Biography of Animals' in severaJ 
■volumes; 'Pilgrim's Progress,' and 'Tokens for Chil- 
•dren,' for Sundays. 

" When we were old enongh to go to school, we 
flat up evenings with father and mother, listened to 
Siia reading aloud, usually some history, or he M-ould 
iiesx us recite our lessons for next day at school. 
During their whole manied hfe our parents were 
accustomed to play a game of chess evenings. They 
did so but a year before mother died, with as much 
I interest as of old. We played draughts, the only 
game besides chess, we were allowed, and father 
taught us both games. 

" While we lived on Whitehall-street, father gi'at- 
I ified our desire to have a garden and flowers. He 
^iiod beds made in the brick paved backyard, and 
[ took my brother and myself one morning early to 
V Grant Tliorbum's greenhouse in the old Friends' 
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A^etinglioDSe, and filled the basket with aanuals 
ready to transplant. He set them out and watched 
their blooming, And watered them with as much 
pleasure as hb children. 

" Aiterwards we lived at No. 14 Broadway, oppo- 
site the Bowling Green. Here we resided about 
four years. From there we moved in April, 1816, 
to No. 20 Beach-street, on the south side of St. 
John's Park. On the opposite side of the park was 
Dr. Cox's church, which we attended. Here he 
lived during a large part of his tumultuous auti- 
slavery hfe, when he was every where spoken evil 
of. Before he became so unpopular, his house was 
open to ministers, delegates of societies, and mis- 
sionaries. My dear mother was always ready for 
them, with generous hospitality, and beheved that 
their prayers would bring down a blessing on the 
family. Messrs. Temple and Cornelius were there 
for weeks. Bishop Chase of Ohio, Dr. N. W. Tay- 
lor, and Dr. Beecher were there while the New 
Haven Seminary was being organized, raising funds 
for it. Dr. CoiTielius met them there. They were 
a genial trio. They seemed to love the children, 
and noticed them affectionately. Dr. Taylor, I 
recollect, used to draw pictures of horses and doge, 
to amuse the Httle ones. He was very winning in 
hia ways with them, and we all loved to have him 
visit us. As observers we children had no reason to 
conclude tliat Christian ministers were an unhappy 
class of men, but on the contrary, the happiest 
oad most cheerful. Mother was delighted to hayi 
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tfaem together, and Dr. Cos, and Hgt. Mr. Lud- 
low, were often at the table to meet her guests. 

Dr. Cox was our pastor until my father thought 
it his duty to help the Bowery chui-ch, and attend 
on the mmistry of Rev. Mr. Christmas. We, how- 
eyer, often attended Dr. Cox's church with my 
mother, as she could not always go so far as the 
Bowery, where we went about a year, and then all 
returned to Dr. Cox's. He was very much beloved 
by us all, and a frequent and welcome visitor. He 
seldom came without teaching uh some facts in his- 
tory, wishing us to take notes with pencil and 
tper. He often repeated from his stores of mem- 
pages from Cowper, Scott, and other poets, 
[e also taught us from the Bible, making rehgion 
attractive to us. Three of my sisters and myself 
were members of his church. 

In 1828, father bought a house in Temple- 
street, New Haven, next to Dr. Taylor's. It had a 
large garden. He had tlie grounds and greenhouse 
filled with rare and lovely plants, shrubs, and choice 
froit. The house in New York was kept open, and 
he came up to Now Haven every Saturday, and 
leturned on Monday, now and then giving himself 
a longer vacation of a week or two. This was be- 
■fore the day of railroads, when New Haven was 
oomparatively a quiet and rural city. Father en- 
joyed his house there, as we all did ; the new friends, 
the drives and escuTsions about the city, by land 
and water, the garden and flowers, and the rest hs 
fUmud from his busy New York lifa 



"In August 1831, God took horae our dear little 
sister Mury Lansing, eight years of age; a lovely, 
gentle child, and tenderly monmed by us all. Our 
brother Arthur died while we were at Love Lane, 
New York, one year old, a boloTed little one. 

"It was during these happy New Haven sum- 
mers, that feeliug ran high against father on account 
of the part he took against slavery. Some who 
had been warm friends, grew cold, and shook their 
heads at him as a fanatic. He felt this keenly, but 
it did not deter him from doing what he felt was 
his duty to God and man. 

"I was at home in 1835, in New Haven, I think, 
when one evening about ten o'clock, shouts and 
loud cries were heard in the street before the house, 
and we feared violence, but the mob were content 
with abusive language, and the throwing of stonea 
against the house. The next evening we watched 
with great anxiety, but were unmolested. Judge 
Jonas Piatt was making us a visit at the time. 
These were days of fearful anxiety for mother. 
Father was in New York, She could not prevail 
on him to leave. 

" Mother told me that when she was a Uttle girl, 
she saw an old slave whipped by his master. She, 
with some other children were playing together on • 
a back piazza of a house near the Battery in New 
York. The boys were making chips and litter, 
which the old man had to sweep up, and he asked 
them to try and be mors careful. They complained 
of him, and the master came out with a horsewhip. 
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and Tvliipped him. Mother said the old slaye never 
uttered a word, but the tears ran down his cheeks; 
and, said mother, 'I wept too.' It made a deep 
impression upon her and early enlisted her sympa- 
thy for the slaves. 

" While father was sitting with me, a freed slave 
came into the parlor to attend to the fire. He had 
escaped fi-om Norfolk, Va., hid himself in the woods, 
and came North with a Union officer, as his. ser- 
vant. He had been in several battles with him, 
and nursed him when wounded. I told father his 
story. He rose at once and went to Gordon, took 
his hand, and said, 'I am pleased to see you; for 
thii-ty-five years I have worked for this day; study 
hard, and learn all yon can ; you can then rise and 
be any thing you choose.' Gordon stood looking 
into father's face, quiet, pleased, and gratified. I 
never saw any one so anxious to learn to read as he 
was; it was a pleasure to teach him. He carried 
his book in his pocket, and studied it every spare 
minute. 

" My mother's mother, it appears, was a Roman- 
ist. She was buried in St. Paul's churchyard, New 
York, and General and Mrs. Hamilton were moth- 
er's sponsors in baptism, whicli looks as if she 
became an Episcopalian, which agrees with what 
my mother told me, as I remember. 

" When mother expressed fears to have him re- 
turn to New York, he smiled and said,' Trust in God.' 
He evidently felt 'In God have I put my trust; I 
Qot will be aii'aid what man can do unto me.' 
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Threats of ossassioEitioii did not daunt him. From 
daj to day, for montlis, nicitlier did not know what 
news the mail might bring concerning Lim. God 
spared liim to see the slaves set fi-ee, and opposing 
friends then congratulated him. 

"Previous to residing in New Haven, we had 
always spent most of the summer months out of 
New York city; sometimes we went with mother to 
Oriakany, N. Y., to revisit the old house where my 
parents were manied, then and now the residence 
of her dear brother and sister Lansing. In front of 
their house was a gi'een lawn shaded with old trees, 
while a small river skirted the place. Uncle and 
aunt were dehghted to welcome mother and her 
children, and it was always a happy time. 

"We spent weeks often during the summer at 
Patersou, N. J., among mother's fi-iends, Mr. Colt's 
family. One of them, who was then, and still is, 
a real missionary, writes to me, 'Some forty or more 
years since, your father used to send my mother, 
who is now ninety years old, boxes of books. Bibles, 
and tracts, to distribute among the Sunday and 
infant scholars, and in the neighboring villages, 
She Temembera that in one instance a person was 
so much impressed with the truth contained in a 
tract, that she thinks was given by him, as to 
change his course of life altogether, and establish 
a 'Tract Society' among his acquaint an ces. 

"Father took us also in summer, to Northamp- 
ton, to visit his parents. I recollect liis father and 
mother with pleasure. They were very kind to the 
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children. At one time we saw Polly there, who 
liad lived with my grandparents and theii- daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Pierce, forty years. She told us that she 
tised to take care of father when he was young, and 
she amused us childi'en by telling na anecdotes of 
his childhood. Once, when she was ill, he would get 
up in the night and go to the pump to get water 
for her in his little tin cup, to allay her feverish 
thirst. 

"On one of these visits to Northampton, father 
took grandfather, mother, and myself in his car- 
riage to Amherst College, to call on President 
Humphrey. During the call, Dr. Humphrey sent 
for a number of Greek students to come to the 
parlor to speak with father, who had helped them 
in getting an education. He had a tender affection 
for both of his parents, and used to keep then- 
engraved likenesses in his portfolio, and when he 
opened it to write, he would lay them out before 
him, even in his counting-room, so strong and con- 
stant was hia love for them. 

" My father enjoyed getting away from business 
■and cares into the country. He liked to take his 
'carryall,' with old Syphax, the good horse, noted 
for his great size and perfect form; and our two 
saddle horses, and with mother and two children, set 
off for a long excursion. These journeys were full 
of pleasure. Often father and one of liis children 
would set off early in the morning, and ride on 
horseback ten miles before breakfast. He made 
several journeys in this way with his wife and chil- 



drcm, He seemed to grow young ami light-he ai'ted, 
anil throw o£f care; and such excursions prepared 
him to return to the city and his varied dutiea. 

" Mother, at our request, would tell us of her 
early years. At the age of two, she was left an 
orphan. Her father, when he was dying, com- 
mitted her to the care of General and Ura. Alexan- 
der Hamilton. "When Gen. Hamilton was Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Gen. Washington, President of 
the United States, they hved opposite to each other 
ia Philadelphia, and the children of the two fam- 
ilies were together every day. Mrs. Washington 
took the Custis children, and Angelica Hamilton, 
and Fanny Antill, (my mother,) in her carriage to 
dancing-school twice a week. She stayed with them 
through the lesson and brought them home. 

" Mother remembered Gen. Washington once sit- 
ting on a sofa in the room where the children were 
playing, and laying aside his newspaper, to watch 
them, and smile and encourage them to continue 
their frohc. Once, on a reception evening, when 
the di-awing-room in his house was filled with ladiea 
and gentlemen, talking and laughing, and the chil- 
dren were amusing themselves in a corner, there 
was a sudden gi-eat sfcilhieas — and mother looked 
up with surprise and awe, and saw Gen. Washing- 
ton coming through the folding doors. 

"From the time mother was twelve years old, 
until she was married, she resided with her sister, 
Mrs. Lausing, who, with her husband, filled well the 
place of the tenderest father and mother to her. 
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They had four children, who were near her own 
age. 

"Father liked to tell us of his first meeting 
mother in church. They sat opposite each other 
in a square pew. He said he was attracted by her 
bright black eyes, and cheerful and animated ex- 
pression. She was naturally bright and cheerful, 
generous and unselfish. It was her constant aim 
to make a happy home for her husband and chil- 
dren—a home where friends were ever welcome, 
and the poor and sorrowful found help and comfort. 
When father was absent, and there was not any 
guest to officiate, mother always led in prayer at 
family worship." 
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XVI. 

SoUTSERN mercLants had become shj of bi- 
ding with JJbw York abolitioiiists, and were in many 
ca»GH deterred from purchasing, as before, of a man 
BO obnoxious as Arthur Tappan, Some of them 
bought with fictitious names, and many employed 
other ways to circumveut their customers and the 
public in thcii' places of residence. It was a fortu- 
nate circumstance that the Southern ti'ade fell qS, 
as many New Tork merchants who solicited that 
ti'ade, some of them going so far as to proclaim 
that they were not abolitionists, found by woful ex- 
perience, on the failure of their Southern debtors, 
tliat in Belling theii- principles with their goods they 
had matle a gi'eat mistake. ■ 

The most strenuous efforts were made by slave^. 
holders to injure the business, and molest in all 
imaginable ways, those who professed anti-slavery 
principles ; and insults of various kinds were resort- 
ed to by many of them. Letters were often received 
by the friends of freedom of an insulting descrip- 
tion; sometimes enclosing a small specimen of tar 
and feathers, one enclosing the ear of a negro, and 
moat of them written profanely and obscenely. Re- 
wai'ds were offered for the abduction, or heads of 
loading abolitionists. Fifty thousands dollars had 
been offered for the head of Ai"Uiur Tappan. On 
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;g informed of it ho pleasantly remarked: "If 
Bnm ia placed in tlie New York Eauk, I may 
[■Jjosaibly think of giving myself up." 

Southern attorneys having collecting busineaa for 
the firm, would relinquiah the prosecution of claims. 
But some of them were too high-minded to do so. 
A certain attorney, belonging to the state of Geor- 
gia, who had solicited business of the firm, and who 
had received from them a note for collection, after 
commencing a suit, abandoned ifc, and wrote that hi^ 
oould no longer act for them on account of Mr, Tap- 
lan'a avowed hostility to slavery. Hearing of ii 
ligh-minded lawyer from that state who was at tht^ 
lead of the Georgia delegation in Congress, (Colonel 
i^STER,) the circumstances were stated to him and 
lis advice asked in the premises. He magnani> 
inously repHed : " I will undertake the transaction of 
any business you may have in my state; send an 
order to the attorney to transfer the business to my 
law-firm, and it will be faithfully attended to." Bui 
few were known, to act so nobly. 

The anniversaries of the American Anti-alavery- _ 
Society were well attended. The places of n 

filled by those who took a deep interest in thorl 
fflaovement, by many who were attracted by c 
ty, and by not a few who resorted to them i 
malicious motives, seeking for an opportunity tuj 
a riot. Of course the meetings were ezci^ 
ting. Now and then a newspaper would give it*H 
jeadera a fair account of the proceedings, the priii- 
piplea avowed, the eentimenta of the speakers, an^I 
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the resolutions adopted; but generally the whole 
was caricatured, either wittily or naaliguantly. Pol- 
iticifuis decried the agitators aa those who alienated 
Bontheiii electors from their parties; merchants 
were incensed because they feared trade woiild be 
diverted from the city to other places; ministers of 
the gospel stood aloof lest their ecclesiastical associ- 
ations should be interfered i^ith, their churches agi- 
tated, and sinners remain unconverted ! Meantime 
the populace were stirred up occasionally to deeds 
of violence by a pro-slavery press, and the corrupt 
sentiment of persons of influence in the community. 
It was a great grief to Mr. Tappan that the be- 
neTolent societies, in which he had taken so deep 
an interest, shrunk from the avowal of principles so 
dear as he believed to the Saviour ; so much in har- 
mony with the Constitution of the country, and so 
conducive to the piiblic weal. It gi-ieved him also 
that so many men with whom he had formerly asso- 
ciated in benevolent and Christian enterprises, with 
some of whom he had gone to the house of God in 
company, and who in other respects, were men of 
principle and active piety, should ignore a cause ot 
BO much importance, one so conducive to strengthrai 
all the precious institutions of the countiy, and raise 
the nation to a higher elevation as a moral and 
Cbristian people. Some merchants with whom he 
had been accustomed to act in benevolent societies, 
while avowing their hostility to slavery, were guil^ 
of conduct that he could not help reprobating. 
When they had occasion to sue their delingueni 
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L cnstomers in the slave states, and slaves were levied 
I upon as the property of their masters, such New 
I York mercliauts, would sanctiou the proceedings, 
I and sometimes attempt to justify them. But few, it 
lie believed, gave directions in advance that "slave 
I j)roperty" should never he taken in satisfaction of 
I judgments, and in cases where it was levied upon, 
J without the knowledge of the creditors, that it 
f should be at once relinquielied. 

He mourned over this state of things in secret, 

land spread his complaints before a just and holy 

I God, who had promised to vincbcate the cause of 

1 4he oppressed, to make the wrath of man praise 

I him, and to sustain all good causes and those who 

I .advocate them. As a Christian he bore his part 

r m church meetings, and though seldom addresa- 

L ing them would, as occasion required, utter his 

I ^iiougbts, praying for the slave, for his deluded 

r, for the peace of the church, the good order 

I of society, and the extension of pure and undefiled 

Behgion, at home and abroad. Such prayers, espe- 

fcially when the slave was mentioned, the sin of the 

pation in regard to slavery confessed, and the j'udg- 

IDents of God upon a guilty people alluded to, were 

famacceptable, even in a lecture-room, at church 

I Meetings ; and displeasure was often manifested by 

professors of religion, who, if they did not hate the 

principles of abolition, and all who adopted them 

and resolutely carried them into practice, hated the 

introduction of them into religious assemblies, espe- 

I ^ally in prayer meetiugs, conceiving that the har- 
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mony of such meetiugs should not be disturbed by 
introducing, either in exhortations or prayers, "dis- 
puted topics." 

On one occasion, at a monthly concert of prayer, 
in the First Presbyterian church in Brooklyn, Mr. 
Tappan, being called upon to offer prayer, on his 
introducing into it the subject of the poor slave, 
there were such manifestations of disapprobation, 
on the part of a portion of the audience, that he felt 
the interruption and was intluced quietly to take 
his seat. Boasts were afterwards made that lie had 
been "scraped down," But it is believed that the 
pastor, and the best persons present, disapproved 
of the indeconim. 

Strenuous efforts were made by many conserva- 
tive men to induce Mr. Tappan to relinquish anti- 
slavery agitation. Leading men, presidents of banks 
and insurance companies and others, took gi-eat 
pains to persuade him of the inutility of hia efforts, 
and the efforts of those affiliating with him, to ac- 
complish the object they had in view. He was 
entreated to forbear, out of regard to his own repu- 
tation and safety, for the sake of his family, hia 
friends, and especially for his own credit's sake that 
was in imminent jeopardy. He was assured, that 
many of the directora of banks declared they would 
not discount his paper, or the paper of any mer- 
chant having his name upon it. They conjured him, 
therefore, by all these considerations, to cease the 
advocacy of the anti-slavery cause; at least to 
more quiet, to resign his office as president of ■ 
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I American Anti-slavery Society, or to piil.jlisli soino 
diadainier, aomcthiiig at auy rate tbatwoulj paciiy 
the public, restore trauquillity, and preserve bis 
credit with tbe moneyed institutions. He was as- 
sured tbat Bucb a procedure would even increase bia 
reputation in tbe community! He listened to wbat 
was said, but gave no assurance that he should alter 
his course. 

A deputation was soon sent to him in behalf of 
leading men connected with moneyed institutions, 

iand be was renewedly appealed to, and the consid- 
erations before urged were reiterated with such otb- 
,ers as were deemed available. When it was said to 
Idm, "Should any disaster occur to you, it would be 
felt by your creditors, whom yon are bound to pro- 
tect, and whose interests connected with your credit, 
jou have no right to injure," he seemed much im- 
preaaed. Ho felt more for bis creditor^ than for 
himself. But he said nothing. His mind seemed 
to be deeply engaged in thought. It waa evident 
tiiat he felt a peculiar reaponsibihty, not only to bis 
Loreditors, his partners, his family, but to his clients, 
ihe poor slaves,' and above all to hia God. At length 
)ke, and with great seriousness and emphasis, 
Kgaid: "You demand that I shall cease my anti- 
alavery labors, give up my connection with the Anti- 
■davery Society, or make some apology or recanta- 
Jtion— I WTLL BE HUSG PmST!" 

A merchant who Imcw him -well, said with refer- 
ice to bis strong convictions of duty, his conscien- 
B^tioaB regard for the right, and the strength of hia 
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religious principles, "Tliat man has tlie spirit of ft 
martyr I" 

Goyemora of states in their messages to legisla- 
tures joineil in the hue and cry against those who 
they seemed to think were "turning the world up- 
side down," and even the President of the United 
States did not thiuk it beneath Iiis high office, open- 
ly to assail and denounce the abolitionists. And at 
a crisis, when the public mind was much inflamed 
against their principles and measures; and when, 
from political motives or mercenary considerations, 
men ilid not refrain from unfounded misrepresenta- 
tions and calumnies against those who were simply 
engaged in recommending to the observance of the 
people the sentiments advanced by the founders of 
o\u- government, and the precepts of Christ. Presi- 
dent Jackson in his message to Congress seized the 
opportunity to increase the odium attached to the 
abolitionists, and to join in the cry for the destruc- 
tion of their eutei-prise. The executive committee 
deemed it a fit occasion to enter a solemn pkotest 
against the denunciations of the President. It was 
from the pen of one of their number, William Jay, 
who had cast iu his lot with the "sect eveiywhere 
spoken against," and wiis never, before or after- 
wards, known to swerve from the cause indicated by 
an enlightened conscience. The protest, headed by 
Artliur Tappan, was widely circulated. The points 
were as follows ; 

First: EBCiiiise in rendering that jiidgmeut officially, you. 
isannied a power not belonging to your office. 
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Saxnulli/ .- We protest against the pubUcUy you Lave given 
to ycrnr ncousatioii. 

' Thirdly: We protest agaiuat jonr condemnation of ns 
laikeard. 

Fourthly.- We protest against the vagnmisss of yonr 



And the protest concludes in these words : 
We have a*ldresse<I yon, sir, on this occasion, witli repub- 
lican plainness, and Cliristian sincerity ; but ^th no desire 
to derogate from the resjiect that is due to you, or ■wantonly 
to give you pain. To repel yonr charges, and to disabnae 
the publio, was a dnty we owed to ouraelves, to our children, 
i and above all to the great and holy cause in which we are 
sngaged. That cause wa beUeve ia approved by our Maker ; 
and while we retain this belief, it ia our intention, tnisting 
1 to TTJH direction and protection, to peraevei'e in our endeav- 
ora to impress upon the mindaand hearts of our countrymen 
the ainfulaesa of claiming property in human hoinga, and 
the duty and wisdom of immediately relinqniahing it. 

When convinced that our endeavors are wrong, wa ahall 
abandon them, but such conviction must be produced by 
other nrgiimenta than vituperation, popnlor violauoe, or 
penal enactments. 

Hbv YohK, Dec. 26, 1835. 
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On the night of December 16, 1835, a diBastrons 
fire took place in New York. It swept over a dis- 
trict of fifty or more acres, the oldest part of the 
, city,, where were the stores and warehouses of the 
l)rincipal merchants. It was a cold night, the mer- 
cnry standing at zero, and the wind boisterous, A 
multitude of stores, dwelling-houses, and some pub- 
lic buildings were destroyed. Sti'enuous exertions 
were made by the fii'e department and the citizens 
to stay the progress of the flames, and to preserve 
the property endangered, but it seemed in vain. 
The hydrants and hose were frozen, so that it was 
almost impossible to obtain water, and the people 
were put to their wit's end, and almost despaired of 
arresting the conflagration. No one who witnessed 
the devouring flames will ever forget the scene. 

The Dutch Reformed Church in Garden-street, 
and the Exchange building in Wall-street, were 
burnt. The fire left nearly all the buildings in the 
" burnt district," as it was called, a mass of briok, 
stone, and iron. The streets were obliterated, and 
it was not easy for the owners or occupants of build- 
ings to identify the lots upon which they had stood. 
The number of buildings destroyed was estimated 
at six hundred and forty-eight, and the personal 
property consumed amounted to over fifteen mill- 
ions of dollars, The fire commenced at a quarter 
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to nine o'clock on Wodnesday eveuing, aud bumod 
until twelve o'clock on Thuradaj. It was statod 
afterwards that tlie mins were burning for five 
months. 

Mr. Tappan's store was not far 'from the biiild- 
ing where the fire commenced. No. 127 Peail-atreet, 
and on the opposite aide of the street. But the 
flames were driven across the street, and caught the 
buildings as if they had been tinder. Aa his store 
was of granite, and uuuaually well buUt, it was 
hoped that it might be saved, and stay the progress 
of the fire in that direction. 

It so happened that the executive committee of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society were in session at 
their rooms in Nassau- street, about half a mile from 
Hanover-aqnarCj where Mr. Tappan's store was sit- 
uated. Most of the members of the committee 
accompanied Mr. Tappan to the place, when the 
alarm was given, and arrived on the ground to see 
that the flames were devouring the adjacent store. 
One of the partners, and several fi-iends, among 
them a considerable number of colored men, were 
aheady in the store, removing the goods. 

They were at first thrown into a pile in the cen- 
tre of the square, together with goods taken from 
other storaf in the neighborhood; but the progress 
of the flames was so rapid that it was feared the 
goods thus deposited might be consumed, as they 
afterwards were, and Mr. Tappan therefore directed 
that the remaining goods should be taken from the 
rear to a friend's store in the neighborhood. Had 

la* 
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it not been that Lis store extended to the street in 
the rear, very few of the goodii could have been saved. 
All handa were thus engaged until the flamea burst 
into the store, and several persevered until they 
were driven away by the scorching heat. In a 
short time the store, and a considerable part of the 
goods, were destroyed, the walls standing for a time 
and then falling, as had the walls of the other bnild- 
ings over which the fire had passed. 

As the flames swept on, in the direction of the 
store where the goods saved had been deposited, it 
was thought best to remove them a second time. A 
vacant store, remote from the fire, No. 25 Beaver- 
fltreet, was hired, to which the goods were removed. 
Thus about two-thirds of the stock was saved, and 
the other third was either burned, stolen, or tram- 
pled nnder foot in the streets. But it was ascer- 
tained, the next day, that about twenty thousand 
dollars' worth of the goods thus twice moved, be- 
longed to neighbors. They were, of course, restored 
to those who could identify them, and tliis waa the 
prevailing rule with all who had been ao fortunate 
as to save their own goods, or the goods of others. 

A much larger amount of goods might have been 
saved by their owners, if, amid such bewilderment, 
they, and the people who volunteered tiieir services, 
had not been somewhat under the dominion of a 
panic, that for the time almost deprived them of 
their judgment. For example, a person aiding in 
the removal of Mr. Tnppan's goods, waa very care- 
fully unscrewing a timepiece, of the value of about 
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fifteen or twenty dollara, when he was calleil ofif and 
a parcel of costly goods was tlirown into hia arms of 
the value of at least a thousand doUai-s. 

In the store was a fireproof closet, aa it was 
supposed, and in the closet an iron safe, in which 
was kept the valuable papers of the firm, among 
them half a million dollars in value of notes receiva- 
ble, A short consultation was held by the partners, 
to determine whether the contents of the iron safe 
should be removed. They all believed that the fii-e 
could not invade them, but prudence seemed to urge 
their removal. The notes were accordingly removed 
to the dwelling-house of one of the partners; and 
very fortunately, aa it was found afterwards that all 
the papers left in the iron safe were so charred as 
to be almost worthless, 

A good providence was apparent in the above, 
and also in the fact that the colored friends drawn 
to the store by grateful feelings towards Mr. Tap- 
pan, worked all night with a will, and were instru- 
mental in saving a large amount of property. " The 
hand of Providence," says one of the former clerks, 
" was also put forth in other respects. On the morn- 
ing of the day when the fire took place, a large 
quantity of India silk goods was received, and the 
porter was dii'ected to hoist them to one of the 
lofts, but he neglected to do it, a thing very unu- 
, sual; and thus the whole, being in the basement, 
were saved. Another circumstance occurred: A 
large invoice of French goods had been purchased, 
Bnd all but two packages had been sold the after- 
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noon preceding the fire, aud deliveied to th« pur- 
chaser beyond the limits of the Ijiu-nt district. It 
was proposed to delay the delivery of the goods to 
the next day, but the clerk remained until it was 
dark to see the goods sent away." 

After a night of great anxiety and personal labor, 
the partners assembled at breakfast at an early 
hour with some of tho principal clerks. The ques- 
tion was put, "What is to be done nest?" The 
response came from Mr. Arthur Tappan, "Rebuild 
immediately." A clerk was despatched to Samuel 
Thompson, the experienced builder of the burnt 
store, and in an hour or two a contract was made to 
ei-ect ft new' store on the site of the old one "with all 
|>ossibIe despatch." A notice was then inserted in 
the papers of the day, as follows : 

JJ@- ARTHUR TAPPAN & CO. uolmowledge with grati- 
tncle the efficient exertions of their friends and £ellow-citi- 
zen& in saving {hy the blessing of Ood) the largest portioa of 
their goods, all their books of aceoant, and most of their 
papava. They give notice that they have token the new and 
Qommodious warehouse, No. 25 Beaver-street, into which 
their goods are moved, and where they wiU be arranged in 
a short time ; Eind where they will be happy to see their 
friends and customers, until their store in Fearl-street ahall 
be rebuilt, for which they have made arrangements. 

The effect of such a caed was precisely what wag 
anticipated. It gi-eatly encouraged other merchants 
and owners of real estate, to bear up bravely, in a 
season of despondency ; to rebuild, and not a few 
of them expressed their thanks for the prompt and 
encouraging notice. Great activity prevailed in the 
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mercantile commimity in "repairing damages," and 
making preparations to recommonce business at the 
old stands. Instead of real estate falling in value, 
it seemed to rise. A. Tappau & Co. were offered a 
hundi'ed thousand dollars for their lot, with only 
the brick and stone remaining upon it. 

The film had, as they supposed, fully insured 
their stock of goods, but in consequence of the fail- 
ure of several insurance offices, and the inability of 
others to pay the full amounts insured, resulting 
from losses by the fire, they found, on setthng, that 
they had lost forty thousand dollars. Thiij amount 
■would have been much larger had not part of the 
insurance been effected in other places. The mob 
spirit that had prevailed in New York had led the 
firm to insure somewhat largely in Boston, and other 
cities in New England. 

A new store was erected, early in the ensuing 
year, of granite from the same quarry in the state 
of Maine as the former store, and in the most sub- 
stantial manner, several thousand dollars being 
expended for iron shutters, and other fastenings, to 
secure the property against loss by mobs, should 
they again occur. Other buildings were speedily 
erected, more convenient and substantial than the 
old ones, and ere long, as if by magic, the whole 
"burnt district" was covered by new and substan- 
tial stores, dwelhngs, and public buildings. A new 
impulse was given to trade, and with crippled means, 
but indomitable courage, merchants seemed to out- 
vie each other in extending their sales. 



A man somewhat noted for his wickednesa, but 
who had been religiously educated, accost-ed one of 
the firm of A, Tu,ppan & Co., and said : " I admire 
the spirit of your concern. Ton soar above all the 
sufferers by the fire. Ton put your trust in Qod." 
But there were those who indulged in very different 
language, cursing the abolitionists and blasphemiog 
" God. Some of them expressed joy that the fire had 
not spared the store of Aj-thur Tappan, as it at one 
time llirefifened to do, while others lamented that he 
had suffered less than most of his neighbors. And 
there were not wanting men, even Christian profes- 
sors, who openly said, " He is now deprived of the 
means of estensive mischief." He might have said, 
as did one of old, " They that sit in the gate speak 
against me ; and I was the song of the drunkards," 
Hundreds of thieves, it was said, were arrested 
after the fire, and taken to the pohce office, but not 
one of them a man of color ! Several persons called 
at tlie new place of business, after the fire, for com- 
pensation for services said to have been rendered ■ 
on that memorable night, but not a colored person 
preferred any claim. Doubtless they felt that they 
had worked for a benefactor. 

It was a man of color, who, by his though tfulnese 
and bravery, aiTested the fire, in one direction, as it 
threatened to extend to Broadway, and possibly to 
the North river. Thomas Downing lived in Broad- 
street near "Wall-street, and perceiving that the flames 
Were fast extending from the ruins of the church 
already mentioned, in Garden-street, (now Exchange- 
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- place,) and mighl sweep away his premises and hnn- 
dfeds of other builtliugs, set Lis wita to work to de- 
vise gome method ol arresting the fire. Finding ia 
a ahed in the rear of the burned church edifice some 
ban'els filled with vinegar, he went to his house, 
brought paila, knocked in the heads of the baiTsla, 
bailed out the vinegar, and as fast aa the flames 
caught the fence, dashed it on until the fire was 
subdued at the place, and a large amount of prop- 
erty saved. For this heroic act Mr. Downing receiv- 
ed the thanks of the merchants. 

A financial crisis was approaching. The expan- 
sion of trade much beyond the actital wants of the 
country, the extensive credits given by merchants, 
the failure of Southern traders to fulfil their engage- 
ments, added to the severe losses by the fire, and 
other causes, were rapidly bringing on general bank- 
ruptcy, a calamity greater, perhaps, than the fire 
itself. -Although Mr. Tappan had aimed to be pru- 
dent, selling for cagh to a greater extent than most 
firms in the street, yet he began to feel the effects 
of the prevailing system of over-trading and long 
credits. All his resources, of capital and credit, 
were required to sustain his own business ; but sev- 
eral firms, that had been accustomed to receive aid 
from him, were now in straitened circumstances, and 
appealed to him, to sustain them. He did afford 
them much assistance, probably more than a pm- 
dent regard for self-preservation justified. 

Money became more and more scarce, the banks 
could only extend partial reHef, luid the discount on 



business paper sold in "Wall-street wfls very great. 
Under these civcu in stances, appeals for loans were 
made to the United States Bank, located in Phila- 
delphia, by mimeroiis merchants. Kot all of them 
could furnish adequate security, and the applica- 
tions of many were rejected. Firm after firm sus- 
pended, or became publicly insolvent. Great con- 
sternation prevailed in the mercantile community, 

Mr. Tappan made an appeal to Mr, Biddle, 
president of the United States Bank, and who was 
then considered a Napoleon (the first) in finance. 
His brother went to Philadelphia, and urged on 
Mr. Biddle the impoi-tance of sustaining the firm, 
and suggested that any diaastrona occmTence to it 
might involve the stoppage of several others. The 
sum of one hunrked and fifty thousand dollars was 
obtained on A. Tappan & Co.'s note, endorsed by 
the firm with which they interchanged endorsements. 
This substantial relief appeared to be sufficient, not 
only to keep the credit of Mr. Tappan's firm good, 
but to enable him to supply the necessities of smaller 
concerns depending ujion him. 

The financial condition of the country, however, 
not improving, and the debtors of Arthur Tappan 
& Co. failing, in all quarters, to fulfil their engage- 
mputs, the firm was put to gi'eat straits. They were 
under the necessity of making another appeal to the 
United States Bank, but it was in vain. The presi- 
dent said it was with the utmost reluctance he felt 
obliged to deny the second apphcation of so respect- 
able a house, but the resources of the bank, and the 
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18 of other parties, absolutely forbade compli- 
ance. On liis brother's retui'n from Philadelphiaj 
Mr. A, Tappau was at hie desk anxiously waiting to 
hear tlie result of the application. 

When he saw his brother, he asked, " What sue- 
1?" The reply was, "We cannot obtain ths 
money." " What then is to be done ?" " Nothing, 
I Bnppoae, but to suspend payment," was the obvi- 
ous reply. He bore the disappointment hke a man 
who Lad done all he could to avert a calamity, and 
■when it came, resigned himself to the will of God. 
Ha felt deeply the necessity of adding to the gen- 
eral distrust, of delaying the payment of his debts 
to those who needed the money, of disappointing 
the hopes of parties that leaned upon him, of not 
continuing the stated sums he had engaged to pay 
for the support of benevolent objects, and the other 
contributions he was wont to make. 

He calmly and resolutely set about making need- 
ful arrangements to make the blow fall as hghtly as 
possible upon others, doing all he could for the ben- 
efit of his creditors, and to retrieve, if possible, his 
defeat. The suspension was pubhcly announced in 
May, 1837, and occasioned much sympathy on the 
part of many. After taking a full survey of his posi- 
tion and means, he, with the full concurrence of his 
partners, made a proposition to the creditors of the 
firm, to give new notes for existing ones, payable in 
BIX, twelve, and eighteen months, with interest. The 
whole amount of indebtedness was eleven hundred 
thousand dollai-s. 
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It was uot an ensy thing to fulfil this new engaga- 
roent, as the credit of the firm was greatly impaired, 
and a necessity laid upon them to piu'chase hirgely 
for cash. AiMed to this was the fuct that a few of 
the creditors, who had refused " signing off," had to 
be paid in full, at earlier periods than those who had 
readily acceded to the proposition, unmindful that, in 
the uncertainties of trade, they might be under the 
necessity of some time asking a similar favor of their 
creditors. The creditors generally complied with the 
terms proposed, with full reliance that they were the 
best that could prudently be offered. Within the 
time the whole amount of indebtednesB, with the 
accruing interest, was paid, together with a million 
and a half dollars for the purchase of new goods. 
The scarcity of money during the time bore heaToly 
upon debtors, and Mr, Tappan had to pay tens of 
thousands of dollars for extra interest, to ' enable 
him to meet the notes given on retiring the previous 
notes. 

The result was deemed very creditable to his 
financial skill and laborious exertions. It raised 
him still higher in pubhc estimation as an bonoraHo 
merchant. He afterwards said, " The cause of our 
fiuBpension was having a very heavy stock of goods 
at a time of great general financial embarrassment." 
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Mr. Seth B. Hust, who was oue of Mr. Tappan's 

clerks for aoveral years, has furniahed the following 
narrative, which may serve aa an agreeable episode : 

At 122 Pearl-street, New York, June, 1830, 1 first siiw Mr. 
Artlmr Tappan. Ho wiis sitting at his little desk in tlie mid- 
dle o£ the warehouse, I wanted a clerkship. He wanted an 
older person an siilesman. He said I Wiis too young. I told 
him that difficulty would daily grow less. He smiled, and 
ngnged me at $150 per annum. 

Jannary 1, 1831, I found mj fuwoimt aredited iit the rate 
of $150 per annnm. I concluded he had made a miatalte, and 
put down n i iuHtead of a 1. I drew his attention to it, and 
he laughed, anil said if I was satisfied he waa. 

Abont tlist time, McDowall made hia report about 'tUo 
Mngii Bleu Asylum. Itcreatedngreat excitement, and brought 
on Mr. Tappan And those who signed the report, great odi- 
um. Some of hia friends backed out at it, and left him to 
bear the reproach and pay (he bills, l^his he did — made no 
fuss about it, nor complained to any one, so far as I know. 

. . . . I do a't quite remember the date, but the New York 
City Anti-Slavery Society waa formed in the old Chatham- 
street Chapel, and before the conclusion of tlie ceremonies a 
great noise was heard outside. The mob was attempting to 
batter down the iron gate on Ohatbam'Street. It (lid not give 
way, but when it was unlocked in mshed the mob like mad- 
men. 

At tlie conclusion of the short meeting, we all ran out a 
back way. I went buck into tlie ehapel to see the mob break 
every chandelier, lump, bench, and every other article break- 
able. They put a big black man in the pulpit, and in pure 
derision held him there, while he was addressed bs olutirman, 
and while the tmasJiing was going on— hooting, screaming. 
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grtMUung, crowing, jelling ; so begaa the Kew York Anti- 
Sbvery Sodotyl 

Sooa nfter came what are colled the Abolition mobs. Mr. 
Artlinr Tappon'a store, 122 Fearl-street, was one of the prin- 
diiul objects. His business was sospended, the oldest clerks 
were put on guard ; thirty-six stand of onos were bonglit at 
Hiutoa's, in Brondwaj, and five hundred boll cartridges. 
This looked like busiueas. For Beverol nighta and dajs we 
were behind the closed doors to defend Mr. Tappaa'a prop- 
erty. The mob, one afternoon, battered the front door with 
on (iwning-post. Every window above the first story was 
broken by stones, there being no shutters above the first 
Btory. 

Some thirty or forty of as were ready behind the door, 
Mr. Arthur Tappan liimself in command. Every moment 
WB esiject«ii the door to give way. "Staacly, boya,"saysMr. 
Tnppan. " Fire feu. Shoot them iu the legs, then tbej 
oan't ran 1" 

Mr. Cornelius W. Lawrence was mayor of the city at tbo 
time, and refused to send relief. Mr. Tappnn was perfectly 
ciUm and composcJ. He certainly was us bntve a man as I 



In after years I lived in Brooklyn his nest-door neighbor, 
and so nioilust was he tbat he never alluded to these stirring 
Hcencs. Nothing seemed to annoy him more than to talk 
about himself. 

He had an innate modesty as delicate as a girl's. When 
lie entered a prayer-meeting, he usiuJly sat down with the 
colored people near the door. He was not a ready speaker, 
nor what some would coll ffi^tl iu prayer. But the simple 
earnestness of his petitions, his deep bumihty and reverence 
before Ood, never-foiled to make a lasting impression. 

Mr. Tappan made no pretence to superior mental endow- 
raeata, but his moral nature was permeated by a sense of j'na- 
tioe. He had in every respect an exalted virtue. No ona 
could be niueh'with him and not fed this to be true. His 
pumouul purity no oue would question. I have seen him get 
irritated at some trifle, and yet when the providence of Gtod 
liiid stopped his business and seemed to have ruined liini in 
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Qiat respect, he was the most cheerful of nay one of uh. 
Barely diil he indnlgo ia joliGa, but on thut occosiou he was 
in the mood of it, and got oS not a few of them. 

In regard to his Christian character, he ajipearecl to ba 
fully impreaaed with the great truths of Revelation, and daily 
doing his duty under its awful Ranctions. The simplicity of 
Ilia faith, the purity of hia life, the steadiuosa and aitnsfancy 
of his pioua efforts, the unqneiitioning obedience with which 
he walked forward in the path of duty, reminded one of a 
primitive Christiau believer ; and the charm of it all tiaa, 
that when he ha*l so done hia duty and achieved a great act, 
he aeemed totaOy unconsuioas of it himstilf. 

In 1833 or % he boarded with Mrs. Eleanor Woods, 21 
Broadway. I also boarded there. He had one set of keys 
to the store ; I had a duphoiLte set. It grew to be a strife 
which would be at the store earliest to open it. One morn- 
ing I went at aix or half-paat. Opening the door, I foand 
Mr. Tappan sitting on a case of goods, behind the door. He 
smiled, aud informed me he had got up, as it was light, and 
hod, without looking at hia watch, come down, supposing it 
was day ; but on looking, he found it only half-paat two 
o'clock — a bright moonlight 1 He then tried to relock the 
door, but could not. The fact waa, there was a certain 
spring you had to press with your finger to lock the door, and 
having never looked it, he was imaeqiiainted with it. The 
watchman finding him there aud the door open, aud not able 
to lock hia own store, threatened to take htm to the poUce 
station. But neither of them being able to lock or other- 
wise secure the door, there was no alternative but for him to 
sit patiently beliiud the door and watch the watchman, and 
the watchman to watch him. In the evening I often had 
occnaion to go to hia room. Hiq open Bible showed what 
book was his delight. 

After he retired, and towards the close of his Ufe, some 
of those who hEid been his clerka offered, if he needed, to 
bny tor him an annuity. He sent word that " the voyage 
was nearly over, tlie proviBions on board jiiat about sufficient 
to last out the voyage ; more were not needed." Nobleworda 
of an heroic spirit I 
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The iniliefcment agninst Socrates was, that be brongbt into 
contempt the religion of the country nnd corrupted the youth 
of Athens. A majority of his eleven jiidgea voted to oonviot 
him of these eliarges, and corldemned him to drink the hem- 
lock. In tho delay of hia execution, frienda oQlered to send 
him away to avoid death. Socrates declined their generous 
offers. He well knew how utterly /oise were both the charges 
DU which he wns ooTKlemned, and eatmlj accepted his fate, 
truBting that even Athena would do jiiatiee to his memory. 
So with Mr, Arthur Tappan. The opiuiona and approval of 
his fellow-men he valued. Kind actiuus or words also deeply 
affected hira ; but the voice of his conscience ever produced 
on his part a ready obedience. His life was pure ; his exam- 
ple influential for good ; his memory blessed. 

Nbw Yobk, Ndv. 27, 1^69. BETH B. HUNT, 

At a later date Mr. Hunt ■writes : 

At one time my firm inirchased a large lot of cMldren'o 
himdherehiefa at auction. Among them were those on tlie 
subjects of temperance, Sunday-schools, and abolition of sla- 
very. The la,tter were particularly strildug — a. uegro kneel- 
ing and chuined, with the motto. 

Some of these were sold by the paakago and shipped South. 
The store of the purchaser was takon possession of by ths 
vigilance committee, and of course a great stir wns made 
ftbout the affair in the papers. 

The neit season after tlmt, I saw a taU gentleman, blue 
ooat, metal buttons, standing at the door looking in. I bade 
him good morning, and oaked liim to walk iu. He declined, 
and said he believed we employed " nigger " clerks to wait on 
people. I assured him such was not the case, nud he ap- 
peared greatly surprised. I asked him again to come in, and 
gradually he had got inside the door. Then turning very 
seriously to me, he said, "Before I consent to look at your 
goods, you must tell me if you be realli/ an nbolitioniBt" 
■' Well," said 1, with equal Bi^rinusnees and concern, "before 
I consent to sliow you any goods, I must ask you one quea- 
Idon ; are you, or are you not, a olose-communion Baptist ?" 
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"Whiit ha3 that got to do with jour showing ma your 
goods?" "Exactly as much as your asldng me if we are 
abohtioniHts, before you conseut to look at our goods." 

This iUustratsH the feelings which animated a majority ot 
dealers from the South. How high this feehng ran, eveii in 
New York, will be illustrated by the foUowing aueodote ; I 
boarded at the Merchants' Hotel, ia Broad-street, kept by a 

a named Thurston, at the time of the riots. Alter break- 
fast, one morning, Mr. Thurston told me he wished I would 
£nd another boariling-place. I asked the reason, or iS I bad 
done any thing amiss. He said, " No ; but the other board- 

s declared they woald not have a eletk of that d d 

abolitionist, Arthur Tappan, in the house." So he sent up to 
the top of the house for my trunk. I paid my bill, and went 
to board nt 21 Broadway, with that godly and noble woman, 
Mrs. Woods. 

I took a kind of boy's oath against slavery, and whatever ■ 
I have since done or left undone, tlmt oath liiis been Inlftlled. 
le, when a lad, from Vermont, thinking little, and at the 
time caring less, on the sulijeet ; and yet here I was turned 
out of a hotel for being a clerk to aa abolitionist I In less 
than a week from that rime, "Jim," the colored waiter, and 
I helped one slave to run off to Cftliada. 

Mr. Arthur Tappan was sometimes rather ungraciona in 
small affairs, but always noble in important matters ; for 
instance, in the end of 1S35, 1 faili^d to arrange terms to stay 
with the firm of Arthur Tappan & Co., and parted with Mr. 
Tappan, as I thought, coolly. He certainly was not over- 
courteous when we paj'tod. I feared I had in some way 
offended him. What was my surprise, one day, soon aft«T 
my leaving him, when he stood iit my desk, looking earnestly 
5, and said, " I thought you might need a bank endorser, 
and I came to say that we would go on your paper for twenly- 
flvo thousand dollars. " Before I recovered from my surprise 
or had time to thank him, he was half way oat of the store, 
The custom then was tor merohantoto exckitnge paper to use 
in bank. I had no occasion to avail myself of the offer, but it 
illustrates one trait of his charocter. His motto seemed to be. 
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XIX. 

The anti-slavery cause was steadily advancing. 
Cradled in storms, opposed in its infancy and youth 
by political and ecclesiastical bodies, it now, in vig- 
orous manhood, asserted its uncompromising prin- 
ciples, maintained its gi'ound, and preaaed forward 
with enerpy and hope, trusting that, under the bless- 
ing of a God of freedom and righteousness, it would 
attain to a glorious consummation. Some questions 
arose among abolitionists concerning the treatment 
due to colored people by their professed frienda, in 
the social circle and the walks of business; and 
respecting the obligation of keeping the cause free 
from entanglement with other mooted questions; 
and with reference to agitating the puhhc mind with 
the political relations of the subject. 

The discussions of these questions, with the 
vehemence natural to those who were, par excellence, 
the fiiends and exponents of free discussion, made 
the enemies of the anti-slavery cause exult with 
anticipations of the speedy dissolution of the associ- . 
ation for the deliverance of the slave. But these 
hopes of the conservative, time-serving, and fearful 
portions of the community were not destined to be 
fulfilled. The seed of freedom, widely sown by 
indefatigable agents, had atnick deep root, and was 
to spring up and bear abundant fruit. The senti- 
ment of the renowned champion of freedom, Miir 
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[ION, was to have fresh corroboration: "Though all 
the winds of doctrine be let loose to play upon the 
earth) so troth be in the field, we do injurioualj to 
doubt her strength. Let her and falsehood grap- 
ple. Who ever knew tmth put to the worse by a 
free and open encounter ?" 
The executive committee of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society issued new pubhcations ; they pub- 
liBhed an address to ausihaiy societies, congratu- 
lating them upon the success of the cause, urging 
them to renewed efforts, and advising to an increased 
supply of means to carry on the work. Articles favor- 
ing emancipation were inserted in the daily papers; 
I and in various other ways the cause was urged for- 
ward with zeal and energy. No one felt a deeper 
interest in these measures than Ahthur Tappan. 
His purse, his prayers, his time, his influence were 
eonaecrated to the cause; he never doubted its 
eventual success; and he gloried in the opportunity 
offered him of being one of its leaders. He, in 
common with all his fellow-laborers, rejoiced in the 
emancipation of the slaves in the British West In- 
dies, eight hundred thousand in number, and in the 
tidings borne to these shores by so many witnesses 
I of the snccess that had attended that gi'eat act of 
I freedom, both as it respected the good conduct of 
I the emancipated and the acquiescence of the princi- 
I pal part of the planters. 

The news from the West Indies greatly oxhilara- 
I ted the friends of the colored man in this country, 
1 aB it added weight to the ai^aments in favor of the 
13 
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safety as well as righteousness of immediate eman- 
cipatioB on the soil. 

A disastrous event in this our land showed them 
that meu who would be true to the sacred cause of 
immediatism, must, here as well as in other lands, 
wage this holy war at the risk of their lives, and 
sometimes at the sacrilice of life. The intelligence 
of the death of Elijah P. Lotejot, of Alton, HI., 
November 7, 1837, murdered by a pro-slavery mob, 
filled the hearts of his friends with grief, and the 
friends of liberty with horror. A public meeting 
wag held at Broadway Tabernacle on the occasion, 
a fuueral discom^e was pronounced, and at a 
special meeting of the executive committee of the 
society appropriate resolutions were adopted and 
widely published. They recommended to all the 
auiibary and other anti-slavery societies, and all 
friends of immediate emancipation, to hold solemn 
public meetings on the 22d of December, to com- 
memorate in a suitable manner the martyrdom of 
Mr. Lovejoy; enjoined it upon all agents of the 
society to make new and more vigorous efforts to 
enlighten the minds of the community respecting 
the doetiines and measures of the society, to secure 
funds for the increase of agents and the multiplica- 
tion of publications; called upon ministers and oth- 
ers who had hitherto declined a public advocacy of 
the cause, now to stand foi-tii and plead for the suf- 
fering and the dumb ; and directed that fifty thou- 
sand copies of the monthly newspaper, entitled 
HtfUAS Eights, be published, in mourning, contain- 
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ing a biographical sketch of Mr. Lovejoy, the efforts 
made by him in the cause of freedom and other 
moral refoi-me, a history of the mob, etc., with an 
appeal to the American people and the civilized 
world. These resolutions were signed by Abthub 
Taffan, chairman, and sent forth on the wings of 
the wind. 

There were abundant reasons for earnest activ- 
ity, in this as well as in other parts of the country; 
for while the abolitionists were all alive in promul- 
gating their sentiments, and maintaining them at 
whatever coat, the friends and alhes of the slave 
power were also alert and outspoken; men "who 
whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bowB 
to Bhoot their arrows, even bitter words; .... 
they commune of laying snares privily ; they say, 
"Who shall see them?" In a bow-window in the 
most public street in the city of New York were 
exhibited Bowie knives, with the inscription on the 
blade, Death to Abolition. These weapons of 
assassination were, it was said, manufactured in 
England. If this were so, it was evident that they 
were intended and ordered for the American mar- 
ket; and the fact that about the same time a manu- 
facturer in the neighboring town of Newark, N. J., 
fabricated similar instruments, with the same motto, 
demonstrated the animus of opponents, while the 
measure was to the threatened party a vain terror. 

Men in high places continued, though less nu- 
merously than heretofore, to misrepresent and malign 
the men whose only offence was the assertion and 
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defence! of right principles; and leading clergymen 
uade strong efforts to suppress the agitation that 
prevailed; while Recorder Riker spoke o£ the dan- 
ger of "turning loofe" two millions of slaves. Amid 
fill the agitation, the abolitionists seemed to be the 
only sane poiiion of the community. 

By-and-bj, more favorable chaoges took place 
in public sentiment. Monthly concerts of prayer 
for the enslaved wore observed in many places, and 
anti-slavery societies were formed in a large number 
of chtirchea. The anniversaries of anti-slavery soci- 
eties were more largely attended, and statesmen 
began to feel the importance of guiding rightly the 
awakened consciences of the people. The effect of 
these measures was soon apparent in the commu- 
nity, as the following anecdote evinces : 

At a village in the state of Ne^v York, where at 
one time there had been but two abolitionists, one 
a Presbyterian and the other a Methodist, and only 
a meetinghouse of each denomination, the two 
resolved on ha^'iug an anti-slavery lecture. Reing 
unable to procure a suitable place, they advertised 
that, on suck a day and hour, a lecturer would 
deliver an address at suck place as might be offered. 
The day arrived, and the lecturer came. " Where 
is the meeting to be held?" inquired he. "We do 
not know," replied the brethren, " no place has been 
offered us yet." At this moment they heard the 
Methodist bell stiike, and a few seconds after the 
Presbyterian bell. Both houses were opened, and 
as the Presbyterian meetinghouse was the largest, 
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the meeting was held there, and the ■nhole ^^llage 
turned out to hear the lecturer. 

Another gratif^'iog evidence of n change in sen- 
timent favorable to the anti-slavery cause, was the 
fact that business men, who had imagined that the 
world was coming to on end, if the abohtion heresy 
prevailed, were convalescent and nearly restored to 
their right minds. Before the great fire in 1836, 
Arthur Tappan & Co. were obliged to insure their 
stock of gooda partly in Boston, because the best 
New York insnrance companies could not take all 
that was wanted ; but this year the Boston compa- 
nies equalized their premiums. on New York risks 
■with the officei-s in the latter city. To the question, 
" Why did you not do so before ?" the answer was, 
"The difference was for ohuUlion risJc" Thus it 
appeared fkul risk was then considered at an end. 

The annual meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
May, 1838, was the largest that had ever been con- 
vened. Arthur Tappan presided. The sei'vices con- 
tinued about four hours. Letters were read fi'om 
several distinguished persons, and among others, one 
from the Hon. John Quinct Ai)AM3. He said: "It 
will not therefore be in my power to attend the 
meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, but my best 
wishes will be with them, that their institution may 
be blessed with the smile and approbation of Heaven 
for the promotion of the general cause of human 
liberty, and for the extermination fi-om the face of 
the earth of the doctrine fit to have issued from the 
head of Oahgula or the heai't of Nero, that hirndags 
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is tLe appropriate ooi-aer-stone to the temple f^ free- 
dom." 

Other statesmeii have been, by fits and starta, 
outspoken in denunciation of slavery, but who hare 
not, like Mr. Adams, been the constant advocates of 
human freedom. Miss Martineau, in her "Retro- 
Rpect of Western Travel," in mentioning President 
Madison, whom she visited, saj-s : " He observed 
that the whole Bible is against slavery ; bnt that 
the clergy do not preach this, and the people do not 
Bee it." 

It may be pertinently inqiiired why a statesman 
who uttered the above sentiments, and who long pre- 
viously avowed them in the convention that adopted 
the constitntion of his country, continued to uphold 
slavery by his own example, and left to his heirs a 
hundred or more persons in bondage, to be sold, as 
their necessities might require, at the auction block. 
"With regard to his remark about the "clergy," the 
charge might have proceeded more appropriately 
from other lips. The fiict is, both statesmen and 
clergymen, prophets and priests, smothered their 
convictions, thus bringing to mind the declaration . 
of ancient times: "A wondeiful and horn ble thing 
is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; 
and my people love to have it so : and what will ye 
do in the end thereof?" 

The revulsion in Mr. Tappau's mercantile aSairs 
had given him poignant giief in many respects, as 
will naturally be supposed. But it was not so iniich_ 
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on hLs own aecouut aa for others that this giief was 
inteusified, SubinittiEg without a mni'mur to the 
decree of an oven-uling Providence, lie could not 
but be gi'ieved that the suspension of his mercantile 
firm necessaiTly deprived other firms of the support 
be bad cheerfully given them in his prosperity; that 
it increased the load under which his solvent cred- 
itors were weighed down; tliat it obliged him to 
postpone or relinquish the aid fie bad encouraged 
benevolent and rebgioua institutions to expect from 
him ; that it curtailed his expenditures for charita- 
ble objects, and especially for the anti-slavery cause. 
Still, with resolute courage and hopeful effort, he 
buckled on the harness anew, relying upon his in- 
dustiy, perseverance, integrity, the good will of the 
commnnity, and above all, the sustaining grace of 
God. 

His business appeared to be gaining success, and 
there was a prospect of recovering the prosperity 
be had pieviously enjoyed. Others saw this as well 
as himself, and effoi-ta were made to draw him into 
speculations of various kinds, some of them having 
connection with mercantile business. He listened 
to one or more of the schemes that were projected 
by men of considerable experience, but after full 
consideration, resolved not to engage in any other 
business than that be had so long pui'sued, for the 
present at least. Besides, bis confidence in institu- 
tions that had formerly interested him was consid- 
erably lessened, " I do not," be said, " see tlie use 
of money as formerly. If I give it to a literary 
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iDHtitutioQ it may be perverted. Holiness is wanted 
more than money or men. Oberlin seems to be 
doing some good, and also the Oneida Institute," 

In the course of eighteen months, the renewed 
Dotes, given after his suspension, for eleven hundred 
thousand dollars, were, as already said, all paid, 
though to effect this object the interest, with the 
sacrifices to raise money, amoimted to more than a 
hundred thousand dollars. But hia business was 
apparently prosperous, and continued so, while the 
sales were for cash or notes on a short time. He 
had made great efi'orts to continue his business on 
it« former scale. To this end luiusual risks were 
taken, particularly in selling goods on credit to a 
dangerous extent. Northern customers were very 
slack in payments, while those at the South paid 
little or nothing. So great was the distress at the 
South, that a lawyer in Alabama wrote to a mer- 
chant in New York i " There is at this time no 
money in circulation here. A thousand dollara' 
worth of good real property, will not at this time 
[in 1840] command seventy-iive dollara in cash." 

A fatal mistake was also made by Mr. Tappan in 
yielding his consent to the proposition of a friend, 
to be concerned in real estate operations, and ma- 
king himself responsible for the result. Business 
too suddenly fell off, money became very scarce, 
three per cent, a month being paid for interest, and 
failures taking place every day. Another suspen- 
non seemed inevitable ; but in order to avoid it, the 
firm took up its paper by paying half the amount in 
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cash, and ^YJng new notes for the other half. Not- 
withstanding these effoi-ta, the perplexities of busi- 
ness increased, until he felt eompelled to retire from 
the firm, his brother having previously dissolved his 
connection with it, to engage in aflother puraiut, at 
a time when the affairs of the copartnership seemed 
prosperous, Mr. Arthui' Tappan went into bank- 
ruptcy, sun'endered up all his property, and lost all 
but his honor. To use his own words : " "We did a 
prosperous business, and paid up the whole, with 
interest, withm the eighteen months stipulated. The 
second interruption to the business was because 1 
was unable to meet my engagements for land pur- 
chases made by Mr. P , with my respousibihty, 

and I only of our firm failed. The business went 
on under a new fii-m, and the debts of the fii'm were, 
with some extensions, all paid with interest." He 
submitted to the misfortune with cheerful resigna- 
tion, surrendered aU his property to the marshal of 
the district, took his watch from his pocket and 
sent it to the marshal to be sold with his furniture, 
went into the sei"vice of his former partners, and 
continued housekeeping on a scale suited to his 
altered circumstances. 

A merchant in New York, who had long known 
him in his days of prosperity, but had not sympa- 
thized with him in his anti-slavery enterprise, said : 
" If Arthur Tappan will allow his name to be put 
np on my store, and sit in an arm-chair in my count- 
ing room, I will pay him J3,000 a year." 

Besides a consciousness that he was acting as 
13* 
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became an lionoraljle mere bant, and a Christian, he 
set an example worthy of imitation by other mer- 
ubauta involved in bankruptcy, avoiding " the ap- 
pearance of evil " and having a conscience void of 
offence. He did not, of course, pretend to oxciisa 
himself for entering upon snch a speculative project. 
He aimed to benefit a friend, who had not been for- 
tnnate in his own business, rehed upon this friend's 
judgment rather than his own in the speculation, 
and was probably influenced also by a desire to re- 
trieve some of bis own losses. It was an error, but, 
being in, he made the best of it. His advances, 
though not sufficient to discharge the obligations, 
were equal to the sum his creditors had paid for the 
property. 

Among other sympathizing friends of Mr. Tap- 
pan, was the world-renowned philanthropist Joseph 
Stukqe of England, who, in his visits to New Tofk, 
bad been greatly interested in his public chai'acter, 
and felt for him a strong fiiendship. 

In Mr, Sturge's work, entitled "A Visit to the 
United States in 1841," ha states: 

1 had much pleaauro and satisfaction in my interconrae 
here with several individuala diatingniahed in the anti-Bla- 
veiy caiiHB, BOme of whom I met in 1837, dmiug a short visit 
to New York on my way to the West Indies. Among tliem. 
ought particularly to lie mentioned the brothers Abtsob and 
Lbwm Tappan. The former was elected president of the 
American Anti-slavery Society on its formation, and re- 
mained at its head nntil the division, which took place last 
year; when he became president of the American and For- 
eign Anti-slavery Society. His name ia not more a byword 
ol reproach, than a watchword of alarm throughont the bIst? 
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Btates, and the alaveholilers have repeatedly Bet a, high price 
npou his hend by advert) Hement in the pablio papera. In 
the jnat estimation of the pro-slavery party, Abthitr Tap- 
FAK is ABOunoN perBOUified ; and truly the eanse needs 
not to be ashomed of ita representative, for a more deserv- 
edly honored and estimable charaoter it would be diffleult to 
find. In personal deportment he is unobtmaive and silent ; 
bis sterhng qnahties ore veiled by reserve, and are in them- 
selves such 0& make the least show — clearness and judgment, 
prudence and great decision. 

He ia the head of au extensive mercantile establisliment, 
and the high estimation in which he is held by hia fellow- 
oitizens, notwithstanding the unpopularity of his views on 
Blavery, is the result of a long and imderiating career of pnb- 
lio spirit and private integrity, and of an uninterrupted suc- 
oeetaoa of acts of benevolence. During a series of years of 
coramereial prosperity, his reveuuea have been diatrihuted 
with an nnsparing hand through the various channela which 
promised benefit to his fellow-creatures ; and in this respect 
his gifts, though large and frequent, are probably exceeded 
in usefulness by the influence of hia ex&mple as a man and 
a Shristian.* 

The same fiiend expressed his deep concern at 
the subsequent losses of Arthur Tappan, as was in- 
dicated iu a letter to hia brother dated — ■ 

BcRUDiSBiu, End., 9qio. 17, 1842. 

My Deab Fbiend : . . . . The ways of God ate not as our 
■Trays, nor are his thoughts as our thoughts. In his fatherly 
corrections he often sees meet to try us most closely upon 
those points which we think most hard to bear, and to teach 
OB there ia such a thing as an unlawful desire for lawful 
things ; and perhaps tliy nobk and generous-hearted broth- 
■, who wished only for wealth to enable him to lessen the 
im of humim misery, may be permitted to see that neither 
his happiness nor his aaefulneas would have been promoted 
bad his desires in this respect been granted. 

° Bee Appendix 5, for statement respecting Jamaica. 
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I hope &nd beliere tliat tlie Divine blessing will accom- 
pany him to iiis retirement, and shonicl his day of active labor 
b« nearly elosed, may he be permitted the ELssiirajice that his 
d^'s work has kept pace with the day, and that to him who 
feels that, through the boundless mercy of a crucified Re- 
deemer, he has a well-gromided hope that he ahall safely 
enter thai city "whose woUs are salvation, and whose gates 
are praiw," it matters little whether he be actoaUy employed 
or belong to those of whom it is said — 

"They also serve who only stand and wait." 

Flense remember me afieetionately to him. 
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At the seventh annual meeting of the American 
AnK-Blavery Society, May, 1840, a division of tbo 
"body took place. Causes had been in operation 
some time that weakened the bonds which held tho 
members of the society together, and they at last 
culminated in a rupture that left each portion to 
pursue the course it deemed necessary to secure 
ultimate triumph over a common enemy. But as 
we are not writing a history of the anti-slavery en- 
terprise, no attempt will be made to state, at length, 
the causes of the division. 

The editor of the PhUanthropist said: "It is 
unnecessary to enter into an explanation of these 
causes, but they may be ranged under the general 
heads of non-resistance — woman's rights — denunci- 
ation of the clergy — personal ambition— unavoida- 
ble sectarian affinities and prejudices."* To wliich 
may be added different views of the Constitution of 
the United States, as it respects the support or non- 
Bupport given by it to slavery — also of the declara- 
tion of sentiment that accompanied the constitution 
of the Anti-slavery Society with respect to pohtical 
action. 

Neither portion had, at the time of separation, 
tmy idea of favoiing any political party, altlwugh 
• See Fhila-aihre^iit of June IC, 1811). 
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the niiumitj of those taking part in the proceedings 
at this annual meeting claimed that jwUtical action 
in some form was authorized by the convention that 
formed the National Anti-slavery Society, as appears 
by the following clause in the declaration of aenti- 
meut: "There are at the present time the highest 
obligations resting upon the people of the fi'ee states 
to remove slavery by moral and pditii-a} action as 
prescribed in the constitution of the United States." 

In accordance with this principle, the execative 
committee of the society had adopted the following 
resolution : 

Office of the Ahericin Anti-shvebv Sooiety, 1 
143 Nassau-atreet, New York, f 

October 3D, 183S. 

At a special meeting of tlie executive coimuittea of the 
Americnn Aiiti-Blavery Society it waa UDanimousIy 

Resolved, Tliat tbis Comimttee, conciuriDg iu the aent!- 
ment imiversally eipreaaed by abolitionists thronghont the 
oonntry, that polUical pre/erencei are to he aiorificed to ih« 
interests of kiaaanily, ate of opinion tliat the reply oE Mr. 
Bradish eutitles him to the coi'dia] support of abulitio cists at 
tlie approaching election, and that on the other hand the re- 
pliee of Mr. Sewfird and Governor Marcy show that the canse 
of human rights haa nothing to expect from the election of 
eitlier of them, and hence every vote whioh is given to either 
will 111) an injury to that cause. 

Resolved, That the friends of humanity throughout this 
Btftte be eameetly requested to ■withhold their votes from 
Messrs. Seward and Marey, and every other candidate who 
answers to the some effect or neglects to answer at all. 
Pablisiied by order of the committee. 

ARTHUK TAPI'AN, CaAimiiw, 
E. WaiasT, Ja.,Bsc. Sdc, pro tvin. 

This was as far as the society felt prepared to go 
at that time. In a year or two, a step or two was 
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made iu advance. In tiie National luteUigv^u-er is a 
lettur stiitiug ; " There are abolitionists belongiug to 
both of the above named societies, who ai-e in favor 
of independent anti-slavery nominations. . . Neither 
of the societies, as such, favors the plan of a distinct 
abolition political party. The new society, although 
it recognizes the rightful existence of human gov- 
ermnent, will carefully abstain from all the machin- 
ery of party pohtieal aiTangements in effecting its 
object, and does not require a pledge to vote, as a 
condition of membership, yet will urge on all the 
duty of exercising pohtieal power in behalf of the 
slave. It will employ moans which are of a moral, 
religious, and pacific character."* 

The whole number attending this annual meeting 
■was, as appeared by the recorded votes, 1,008, and in 
a test vote the numbers stood 557 against 451. The 
minority claimed that the majority was swelled by the 
attendance of a large number of persons, esjiecially 
women, who came from a single state, with the 
avowed purpose of controlling the votes of those 
who had been accustomed to attend the annual 
meetings. And this claim appeared to be correct 
as of those attending the meeting no less than 401 
■were from the state of Massachusetts. 

One of the fii'st items of business at the meeting 
■was to choose a bnsineaa committee. The acting 
president, Francis Jackson, nominated a woman on 
this committee, associated with eleven men. This 
was objected to, but a majority constituted as already 
* See Saiional IntdHgenoer of Jima 1, 1840. 
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stated, suppoi'tod the nomination. Several nomina- 
ted to serve on tLo committee, declined seiring, in 
consequence of the act of the majority. They sta- 
ted that the uinovation eeemod to them repugnant to 
the constitution of the society — that it was throwing 
a fire-brand into anti-slavery meetings — that it was 
contrary to the usages of the civilized world — and 
that it tended to destroy the efficiency of woman's 
anti-alaverj action. 

But, although the Anti-slavery Society spUt on 
the test vote mentioned, the question ot " woman's 
rights" was not the only matter of difference, as 
has been already intimated. It was thought that 
the time had come for a separation, and a new 
organization. A prehmiuai-y meeting was held to 
consider the subject, and after prayerful considera- 
tion, it was unanimously resolved that it was best 
to separate from the old society, and organize a new 
association. A general meeting was notified, and 
numei-ously attended. About three hundi'ed mem- 
bers of the old society enrolled their names, and 
'organized a conveutiou, which held its sessions dur- 
ing three days. 

A new society was formed, named the Ameeioan 
AND FoKEiQN Anti-slatert Sooiety. As its constitu- 
tion contemplated enlarged action with reference to 
the slave-trade, especially co-ordinate with the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, the new asso- 
ciation introduced the word "foreign" in its desig- 
nation. 

"Whatever may have been thought by the aboU- 
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tioiiists, or tbeii' opponents, at the time of the sepa- 
ratioD, of the anti-slavery body it will be conced- 
ed now, it is believed, that the cause was greatly 
promoted by that measure. Like the diviBioa of 
Christians into different ^lenomiuations, the com- 
bined action being an increase oi zeal and efficiency, 
the division of the abolitionists probably called out 
increased activity and liberality. 

Arthdii Tappan was chosen president of the new 
Boeiety, and also chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, after having decliaed a re-cleetion as head of 
the old society, over which he had presided since its 
formation. He preferred associating with those 
in whose views he sympathized, although cherish- 
ing feelings of regard for- many of hia former as- 
sociates. An address "to the friends of the anti- 
slavery cause throughout the United States and the 
world," issued by the executive committee and bear- 
ing his signature, was *idely published. It stated 
the ground of disagreement in the anti-slavery ranks, 
gave a history of the proceedings before and after 
the rupture, and stated the principles that would 
govern the new society. It ended as follows : 

The comoiittee earnestly request the prajera of Cliristian 
abolitionistB, that they may have wisdom from above, profit- 
able to direct, and they invite all their fellow-citizena who 
pity the enslaved, who desire to promote the best interests 
of the Blaveholder, who love their country, who respect the 
lights of man, and reverence the laws of God, to unite with 
the society in the great work ot bringing about the extiao- 
tlon of the dave trade, and slavery, in this land and through- 
out the world. 

AttTHUK TAl'PAN, PicEaiDEST. 
B. W. BEBEDlcr, Keo, Seu. 
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Among the members of tlie old society who were 
not present to take part in the discussioii and vote 
that led to the Beporation were the writers ol the 
following letters : 

Judge WtEJJAM Jay, one o( the Tice-preaidenta of tha 
now Society, in a letter to the recordiug secretary of the olil 
society, dated June 8, 1840, said ; "Ponraaded oa I am that 
the society under its present control is exerting an inflaencQ . 
adverse to domestic order snd liappine^, inconsistent 'with 
the precepts of the gospel, and exceedingly injnriouB to the 
auti-sliLVpry cnuHc, I deem, it my duty to request you to erase 
my name from the roll of its members." 

John J. Whjttiee, in a letter to Hev. Joshua Leavitt, of 
June 6, 18iD, said : "The anti-slavery host has been Hevered 
in twain. The thing which I have greatly (eared hua come 
upon tis. The original cause of the difficulty — a disposition 
to engraft foreign questions ppon the simple stock of imnie~ 
diate emancipation, I early diacorered, and labored to the 
extent of my ability to counteract. . . ■ But the separation 
has token place ; and I con now only hope that both parties 
will go forward, each in its own way, steadily and withont 
turning aside to assail each other, to promote the great and 
good cause to which they stand pledged before the world." 

Aq ofBcial organ of the new society was com- 
menced, atyled the Aitieiican aiid Foreign Aiili-aU^- 
very Seporl^r. This publication, together with the 
published annual reports, exhibit the doings of the 
society under Mr. Tappan's presidency. During the 
thirteen or more years he acted in that capacity, 
he presided at the meetings of the executive com- 
mittee, and at the annual meetings, contributed to 
the funds according to his ability, and laboted ear^ 
nestly to promote the efficient action of the eoeiety. 

About this time a considerable number of aboli- 
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Hooists of both societies, chiefly, however, of those 
favorable to the new society, iiiiited in forming the 
" Tjtb frtv Party," an anti-slavery poHtical organiza- 
tion, and put in nomination their own candidates. 
6ome hesitated, who, at length, voted with tlieir for- 
mer associates. Others declined voting at all. Not 
a few continued to vote with the parties to which 
they had long been attached, and some strenuously 
opposed the Liberty party. Mi'. Garrison and his 
adherents were of the latter class. Mr. Tappan, 
most of the active promotera of the new society, and 
friends of the old committee, went for the Liberty 
party. 

The National Era, a weekly paper, was estab- 
lished at the city of Washington, by the American 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, under the edito- 
rial care of Dr. Gamahel L. Bailey, former editor of 
the Philanthropist, at Cincinnati, January 7, 1847. 
It was sustained by the society until it was firmly 
estabhshed, when it was sold to the editor without 
loss to the Society. By him it was conducted, wise- 
ly and courteously, with much advantage to the 
canse of emancipation, until bis lamented decease. 

The paper had a large circulation throughout 
the country; and together with the social weekly 

L gatherings at the house of the editor, gained the 
good will of members of Congress of different views 
with regard to slavery, and gave a rospectabihty to 
abohtiouism in the eyes of the nation. Mr, Tappan 

I was a true friend of the editor, who had his confi- 
dence and support. The present Chief Justice 
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CnAaE was the persona,! friend of Dr. Bailey, ad- 
vised and otiierwiae aided him for a aeries of years, 
and was the means of introducing the paper t-o 
many distinguished persons. 

Mr. Tappan, also aided in an attempt to estab- 
lish another paper in Washington, called " Der Na- 
tional Demokrat," edited by Mr. Frederick Schmidt. 
It was to be printed in the German language, and 
to be circulated among the large and increasing 
portion of the inhabitants who speak or read that 
language. The Germans who emigrate to this coun- 
try have, as is weU known, democratic tendencies, 
and on arriving here very often affiUate with the 
democracy of this country, wholly unsuspicious that 
the name democrat does not always indicate the 
poUtical character of those who bear it. To unde- 
ceive his deluded countrymen was the object of the 
editor, and it was a grief to Mr. Tappan and other 
friends that unpropitious events prevented the suc- 
cess of the paper. Other instrumentalities have 
been happily the means of gaining the attention of 
a considerable portion of the German population to 
the true character o( American democracy as theo- 
rized and practised by political demagogues. 

Within this period, viz., September 3, 184=6, the 
Ajuebioan Missionary Assooiatton was formed from 
four associations that had previously existed, in all 
which hfl took a deep interest. These were the 
" Amistad Committee," the " Union Missionary 
Society," the "Western Eyangeheal Missionary 
Society," and the " Committee for the West India 
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MissioDS." These societies were largely composed 
of members of the anti-slaTerj societies, and when 
merged in the new association formed an anti-sla- 
very body that carried on the work of emancipation 
as well as the work of missions, Mr. Tappan had 
been a member of the " Union Missionary Society," 
and now became chairman of the executive commit- 
tee of the "American Missionary Association," 

The FuGiTivn Slate Bill, enacted by the Con- 
gress of the United States in 1850, and which 
aatoimded all true patriots and Christians by its 
atrocious provisions, was a source of very gi-eat 
grief to MJr. Tappan. He regretted the apostasy of 
the renowned Daniel Webster, the subserviency of 
Millard Fillmore, the time-serving conduct of other 
pohtical men in and out of Congress, but especially 
did he mourn over the inconsistency and folly of 
professing Christiana, including a considerable num- 
ber of preachers of different denominations, who 
attempted to justify the obnoxious bill from the 
Bible. His regret at such evidences of dereliction 
on the pai't of ministers and church-m embers did 
notjhowever, lead him to abandon the church, defame 
the clergy, or cease to uphold, so far as he could, by 
bis constant attendance and means, the institutions 
of the gospel. He hoped and expected that the 
delusion would ere long pass away, and that recre- 
ant divines and church-members would regain the 
confidence of consistent Christians and the favor of 
God. 

For himself, he made up his mind, dehbcrately 
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and in the fear of God, to disobey the requirements 
of the Fugitive Slave Bill.* Clerical expounders of 
Scripture united with politicians in inculcating the 
duty oi obeying the law. But lie spumed the sla- 
vish doctrine. " I will submit to the penalty, if need 
be, but will not obey." Such was his feeling and 
his determination, and lie would liave gone to the 
stake rather than act otliei-wise. The iron had en- 
tered the soul of every intelligent colored person 
throughout the country, and it had by sympathy 
entered the bouI of Arthur Tappan. 

The annual meeting of the American and For- 
eign Anti-Slavery Society, May, 18.50, was a mem- 
orable one. A short time prerious, the Fugitive 
Slave Bill had passed both bouses of Congiess, and 
been approved by President Fillmore, " a Northern 
man with Southern principles," And what excited 
the virtuous indignation of the friends of libeily 
beyond all this, Daniel "Webster had, in the Senate, 
espoused the cause of the slaveholders in hia speech 
in defence of the bUl. The influence of Mr. Web- 
ster, though his moral sense had been evidently 
ebbing for some time, was so great that a considera- 
ble portion of the people, especially the aristocratic 
part, took open ground as supporters of the iniqui- 
tous measure. On the other hand, the anti-slavery 

o In the dftjB of Britifili oppression, when tlie Parliament had 
enacted an arbitrei; and nncoustitutional bill, Mr. Tappitn'a i 
temal grandrntber was one of the BoBtoniana who refosed to 
it a i.iw, (lud it wiis atyled tUa Boston Poet Buj,, By that uf 
it was universally celled by tlie reTohitiooary patriots, and by the 
■ozue it will go domi on the page of hiBtoiy. 
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party, now become numerous and powerful, reso- 
lutely asserted the iio constitutionality of the hill, 
and their det-ermination to disobey it, "sink or 

Under these circumstances the society held its 
tenth annual meeting, in the Broadway Tabernacle, 
which was entirely filled. Addresses were made by 
WiLUAH Jay, Samdel Lewis, and Henry Ward 
Eeecheb, full of patriotic feeling. The correspond- 
ing secretaiy, as usual, presented an abstract of the 
annual report, and read a set of resolutions. When 
I be commenced reading the one relating to Mr. Web- 
' ster, it became evident that there wore present many 
"sons of Belial," who were resolved on making a 
' disturbance. The resolution included two verses 
I from a trenchant poem by Whitticr, entitled "Icha- 
% bod." The whole resolution was as follows : 

Sesohed, Thut Danibi. Web-ster, by his disregard of early 
profeaaions, tiis treachery to humanity and freedom, and hia 
Bervility fo the slave power, has forfeited the respect and 
confidence of his constituents and country. 

"Of [lH we loved and honored, nanght 
Save power remRins — 
A fallen angel's pridci of tboaght 
StiU strong in chaina. 
"All else is gone ; from thoae great eyes 
The Boul hua Qed : 
When &ith ia lost, when honor dies. 
The man is dead ! " 

Amid vociferous noise and interruptions, it toot 
I Bome time to read the resolution ; but after several 
I attempts the reader at length succeeded, and the 
vast audience received it with acclamation. 
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At the nest anniversary, held also in the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, May 6, 1851, the chair was occu- 
pied by Mr. Tappan, the ninety-fourth psalm was 
read by Eev. Dr. Lansiug, a fervent prayer was 
offered by Kev. Charles W. Gardner, a colored 
brother of Philadelphia, an abstract of the annual 
report was read by the corresponding secretary, the 
acceptance of which was moved by Rev. Samuel E. 
Cornish. The addresses were by Eev, Henry Ward 
Beecher, Eev. Dr. Willis of Canada, and Eev. 0. G. 
Finney. A set of resolutions was read, and enthu- 
siastically adopted. 

Mr. Beecher was the principal speaker. At this 
time, and previously, most of the mioisters had kept 
away from anti-slavery platforms, especially in the 
large cities. Mr. Beecher, who had recently been 
settled over the Congregational church in BrooMyn, 
N. X., did not hesitate to throw his influence in favor 
of the anti-slavery question, and thereby gained a 
hold on the affections and respect of the progressive 
portion of the commiinity that he has never lost. 
At tills meeting an amusing scene occurred. While 
Mr. Beecher was making his eloquent address, a 
young man in the "rioters' comer" of the gallery 
interrupted him vnth some outburst that excited a 
general laugh. Mr. BeecLer asked, " Where did you 
come from, pray?" The youth exclaimed, "I am 
from up the river." Mr. Beecher, with ready wit, 
said with a gesture indicating what was in his mind, 
"Sinri'Sinf]?" The laugh and cheers were now 
directed against the yonng man, who screamed ou^ 
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I "No; I am from the South." The reply was, "I 
thought 80." At thia Mr. Beeeher was louilly 
cheered, and resumed his speech, while the audience 
were perfectly quiet, except that at a frequent burst 
of eloquence they rapturously applauded. 
Despite of Congressional bills, framed in oppo- 
sition to the law of God and the claims of human- 
ity, and the arguments offered in some religious 
journals, Mr. Tappan was the early and persevering 
friend and helper of fugitive slaves. He aided them 

I with his pm'se, ailvicB, and sympathy; and when he 
learned that the objects of his benefactions had 
safely reached the Canadian provinces, he did not 
attempt to conceal bis exultation. It has even been 
said that he, or one bearing his name, owned a 
horse somewhere near the Susquehannah river, that 
was often mounted by fugitives, while under the 
guidance of the north star and a superintending 
Providence they sped thefr flight to the land of free- 
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The last public anniversary that Mr. Tappan was 
able to attend, was lield at the Broadway Taberna- 
cle, May 11, 1853, He presided both at the public 
meeting and the business meeting of the society 
the ensuing day. Rev. A. N. Freeman, pastor of 
the 8iloam (colored) Presbyterian church in Brook- 
lyn, read selections fr-om the Scriptures and offered 
prayer; and a resolution suited to the times was 
read and adopted. An able and interesting address 
was made by Fredeeiok Douglass, He said in con- 
clusion: "It is not in the power of human law to 
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make men entirely forget that the slave is a man. 
The freomen of the North can never be brought to 
look with the Bame feelings upon a man escaping 
from his claimants as upon a horse running from 
its owner. The slave is a man, and no slave. Now, 
air, I hail more to say on the encouraging aspects of 
the times, but the time tails me. I will only say, in 
conclusion, greater is He that is for us than they 
that are against us; and though labor and peril 
beset the anti-slavery movements, so sure as a God 
of mercy and justice is enthroned above all created 
things, so sure will that cause gloriously triumph." 
(Great applause.) 

The deeply lamented President Lin(!oln, in after 
years, had his heart lacerated in view of the recr&- 
ancy of men of professed rehgious principles, some 
of them doubtless good but mistaken men, who op- 
posed the emancipation of the slaves, and strength- 
ened the hands of the oppressor. He who is " a 
God of knowledge," and by whom actions are 
weighed, witnessed throughout the anti-slaycry con- 
test the enormous mistakes and even guilt of minis- 
ters of the gospel, elders and deacons of churches, 
officers of eccleaiaatical bodies, editors of religious 
newspapers, and leading laymen in the chui'ches and 
on committees of benevolent and religious societies, 
putting themselves in the scales with slaveholders 
to weigh down the poor slaves and their advocates. 

At a cabinet meeting immediately after the bat- 
tle of Antietam, and just prior to the issue of the 
September proclamation, says Chief-justice Chase,. 
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I>ibe PreskTent remarked: "I made a solemn vow 
l.before God, that if General Lee was driveii back 
I from Pennsylvania, I woidd crown the rusult by the 
I declaration of freedom to the slaves." When in- 
E ■formed that certain ministers would not vote for his 

■ reelection to the presidency, he drew forth a pocket 

■ New Testament, and said, "These men well know 

■ that I am for freedom in the territories, fi-eedom 
■■everywhere, as free as the Constitution and laws 

■ Trill permit, and that my opponents are for slavery. 
iTliey know this; and yet, with this book in their 
rhands, in the light of which human bondage cannot 
I Kve a moment, they are going to vote against me. I 
I do not understand it at all." 

On the same authonty it is stated that President 

Lincoln said with a trembling voice, and his elieek 

wet with tears: "I know there is a God, and that 

he hates injustice and slavery. ... I know that I 

am right, because I know that liberty is right, for 

I Christ teaches it, and Christ is God. I have told 

I them that a honse divided against itself cannot 

stand ; and Christ and reason say the same, and they 

will find it so. Douglass didn't care whether ela- 

L very was voted up or down ; but God cares, and 

I humanity cares, and I care, and with God's help I 

I shall not fail, I may not see the end; but it will 

I come, and I shall be vindicated; and these men will 

I find that they have not used then: Bibles right." 

"Does it not appear strange," said President 
' Lincoln, "that men Can ignore the moral aspect of 
I ihis conteBt ? A revelation could not make it plainer 
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to me than that slavery or the goyernment must be 
destroyed. The future would be something awfulj 
as I look at it, but for this rock on which I stand, 
(alluding to the New Testament which he etill held 
in hie hand,) especially with a knowledge of how 
these ministers are going to vote. It seems as if 
God had borne with this thing (slavery) until the 
very teachors of rehgion had come to defend it from 
the Bible, and to claim tor it a divine character and 
sanction ; and now the cup of iniquity is full, and 
the viaU of wrath will be poured out."* 

It is true that all who thus voted, or threw their 
influence on tlie side of the oppressor, did not be- 
lieve in the divine right of slaveholding ; but those' 
in the catalogue who did not go to this extenfe 
threw their weight nevertheless in the scale 
oppression against freedom. " He that is not with; 
me is against me." 

f F. B. Carpenter, in the Iiulianapolis Jovntal. 
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The formation of the American Missionary Abso- 
aiATION, in 18i6, has been already alluded to. It 
was at first the ally of the American and Foreign 
Anti-alavery Society, and when events seemed to 
j render the active exertions of that society no longer 
I necesaary, it became its natural successor. Arthur 
Tappan was elected one of the Tice-presidt?nts, was 
also a member of the esecative committee, contin- 
tdng in the office to the end of Lis days. During 
all this time he felt a deep interest in its affairs, and 
contributed to its funds according to his ability. 
Ee had also participated in the doings of most of 
the associations that preceded it, and which at its 
formation were merged in it. A brief sketch of 
them win not be here inappropriate. 

1. The Amistad CoMMmEE. This committee, 
consisting of S. S. Joceljn, Joshua Leavitt, and 
Lewis Tappan, were appointed at a meeting of 
the friends of liberty, September, 1839, to procure 
,1 counsel for the defence of forty or more native 
Africans, who had been seized the preceding month 
by the United States authorities, on a. charge of 
I piracy and murder on the high seas, and bound 
over for trial at the United States circuit court at 
[ Hartford, Conn. 

The facts were these: Buiz and Montez, two 
I planters on the island of Cuba, had purchased these 
I newly arrived Africans, and were taking them, coast- 
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wist), iu a Spauisli scLooucr called L'Amistad, to 
tlieir plantations, when Cinqne the leader and his 
coTintrj'men rose upon the Spaniards, killed the 
captain and the cook, took possession of the vessel 
and ordered Ruiz & Co. to steer for Africa. In 
tho daytime they did so, but at night changed th© 
course of the vessel. Ey-and-ty the United States 
coast was reached, and Lieut. Gedney, of the United 
States navy, in command of the brig Wasliington, 
captured tho party, at the east end of Long Island. 
The committee employed counsel, made an appeal 
for funds, and earnestly contended for the freedom 
of the Africans, in the di.strict and circuit courts, for 
nearly two years; and on a final hearing before the 
supreme court of the United States, obtained a 
decree liberating the Africans, notwithstanding the 
efforts made by the Spanish minister, aided by the 
United States authorities, to procure their delivery 
to the Spanish claimants. The counsel for the 
Africans were Messi-s. Sedqwiok, Staples, Baldwin, 
and the es-president John Quincy Adams. 

The Africans had been instructed at New Haven 
and Farmington, Conn., and the survivors, on being 
released, were sent to Afiica, accompanied by two 
missionaries, with a view to establishing a mission 
near the west coast. The Mendi mission, as it waB 
called, was subsequently taken in charge by the 
American Missionary Association, and is still under 
its care. 

2. The Union Missionary Societt. This was 
formed at Hartford, Conn., August 18, 1841, by a 
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convention, to consider the subject of Missions to 
Afbica, being chiefly people of color, from the states 
of Massachusetts, Bhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, and Pennsylvania, including five of the Ami- 
stad Afiicana. The Amistad Committee soon after- 
wards became merged in this society, 

3, The Western Evangelical Missionaby Soci- 
ety. This society was formed in 1843, by the West- 
em Reserve Association of Ohio. Its primary object 
■was to prosecute missionary operations among the 
western Indians. It proposed to be in correspond- 
ence \vith the Uniim Missionary Socicly. The society 
established a mission among the Ojibwa (or Chip- 
pewa) Indians in Minueaota Territory, which they 
sustained till 1848, when it was merged in the 
American Missionary Association. 

4. Committee for West India Missions. A mis- 
sion was commenced among the emancipated people 
o£ Jamaica. Five Cougi'egational ministers sailed 
from New York, in the fall of 1839, to join this 
mission, four of them with their wives. They went 
to Jamaica, in the expectation of" receiving a plain 
support from the ex-slaves. Being disappointed in 
this, they appealed to the churches in the United 
States for aid. Eleven individuals were appointed 
a committee on behalf of the mission, of whom 
William Jackson, was chairman. The committee 
issued a letter-sheet, from time to time, in which 
were published letters fi'om the missionaries, etc. 
The American Missionaiy Association being formed, 
the committee accepted a proposition from the exec- 
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utive committee of the new society to take charge 
of the mission. 

The origin of the Amektcas Missiokabt Associa- 
tion was as follows : Early in 1846, a coll was 
issued for a convention of friends of Bible Mission^ 
at Syracuse, N. T. An address prepared by Kev. 
Amo8 a, Phelps,* of precious memory, was read, in 
which be spoke of the position of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, with 
regard to slavery, idolatry, polygamy, and caste. 
A committee was appointed to call a more general 
convention to consider the topics above mentioned. 
This convention was held at Albany, September, 
1846. Brethren attended from six or more states. 
Kev. J. H. Payne of Illinois, presided. Two days 
and one evening were occupied in a free and har- 
monious discussion. A constitution of a new soci- 
ety was formed, of&cers were chosen, an able ad- 
dress to the Christian pubUc, written by William 
Goodell, was prepared, and the four associations 
already described, were soon after incorporated into 
the new society. Hon, WiLUAM Jackson of Massa- 
chusetts, was elected president, George Whipple 
of Ohio, corresponding secretary, and Lewis Tap- 
pan, treasurer. The executive committee were 
located in the city of Now York, The American 
Misxionaiy, a monthly paper, took the place of the 
paper entitled, the Union Missionary, and after- 
wards, in addition to the paper, a monthly r 

° Ha died at Rosburj, Mass., Joly 30, 1847, greatly 
by tboae who appreciated bis oharBOter and 
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zine of the same name ancl contents was issued, and 
both continue to this day,* 

Tiie Amisiad Committee, before being jnerged in 
the American Missionary Association, proposed to 
the American Board for Foreign MiHsiona, to relin- 
quish all claim to their partially civilized and Chris- 
tianized clients, and the unexpended funds in their 
hands, the privilege of conveying them to their na- 
tive shores, and establishing a new mission in west- 
em Aiiica, to be in their hands, provided assurance 
8 given that it should be an anti-slavery mission, but 
the Board, by its secretary. Dr. Anderson, declined 
this overture. It was made in good faith, and aa 
the funds had been contributed by persons of anti- 
slavery sentiments of all denominations, the com- 
mittee felt obhgated, from that consideration, as 
well as from principle, to make the tender with that 
condition. 

The duty of seizing such a favorable opportu- 
nity to establish a new mission in Africa, appeared 
to be imperative, though the Amis/ad Committee, 
and the founders of the American Missionaiy Asso- 
ciation who had but htUe experience in missionary 
affairs, shrank from the responsibility, and would 
gladly have waived all claim to a prosecution of the 
new enterprise, could it have been otherwise efi'ect- 
ed on satisfactory terms. As it could not be, they 
undertook the work and the care of the West India 
mission with a reliance upon Divine aid. 

o See AppeDdix 9, for records of the AmericniL Missiouorf 
AHBodatloii in view of the decease of Mr. Tappui. 
14* 
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It was not an agreeable tiling for tbosG who 
loved and Iionored the American Board, to appear 
to be in opposition to it, nor "to lie aiTajed in 
anjwiae against the American Home Missionary 
Society, the American Tract Society, or any other 
benevolent institution. The American Missionary 
Association sprang into existence as " a Kving pro- 
test against what was considered the complicity of 
the above societies with slavery." "Our American 
Christianity and otir American slavery met, on the 
fields occupied by them, face to face, and the for- 
mer was vanquished by the latter. The gospel, a8 
proclaimed by them did not appear to be a match 
for slavery, and the church, as represented by them, 
seemed to have succumbed under the dreadful pres- 
sure of this dominant iniquity." 

Arthur Tappan, who had contributed so gener- 
ously, and labored so earnestly to advance the wel- 
fare of these benevolent institutions, was exceed- ■ 
ingly grieved at this reluctance to oppose, in all 
constitutional and legitimate ways, the "accursed 
system of slavery," to use an expression of William 
Wilberforce. Mr Tappan talked against the com- 
plicity, he wrote against it, influenced others to 
remonstrate against it, and frequently made it a 
subject of prayer. 

Some one prevailed on Mr. Tappan to write in 
favor of making or of accepting overtures for a 
union ot the missionary bodies. Objections were 
auggested, and in reply, he wrote as follows to the 
compiler: 
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New HdTKN, Nov. 2, ISfiT. 
TiinDkiDg you for taking tlie tixiuble to write ma at ao 
much !fi:igtli, your views respecting the amalgamation of 
the miBsionary societies, I made the suggeation aa one to be 
considered maturely and with much prayer for divide direo- 
ProyidencB ia hedging up- our way by witliholding 
UB the cooperation of suitable men to sustain and caity 
forward the entorprise, and we appear to be making no prog- 
n enlisting the churches in our favor ; or ia bringing 
to our views respecting fellowahipping slaveholders and 
slftveholding churchea. What can we expect from the al- 
most universal church in this country, that, even in the free 
states, grinds the face of the colored people with the denial 
of every or nearly every political and religions, civil and 
social privilege ? Even here, in orthodox Connecticut, they 
e driven to associate in separate churches, separate schools, 
and to lie in separate burying-grviaids, and are ignored in all 
their civil rights as citizens, except that of pacing taxes to 
support magistrates whom they have no hand in choosing ; 
and a poor privilege this 1 If there is a better state of feel- 
ing towards them in Ohio, it may be better to transfer fo 
that state the location of the main society, and have agencies 

at the East 

I nra well pleased with the position given me in the 
Board of the American Missiontiry Asaociation.* 

In the following letter be speaks out the senti- 
ments boming within him, respecting tlie cruelty 
of CASTE in our own land, and the backwardness of 
Christians in reproving what the excellent mission- 
ary, Perkins justly denominated "Oub ConsTBY's 
Sm." 

New H»vkn, Nov. II, 1S.57. 

.... I have seen and conversed with our hearly Mend 

Townsend. He thinks there is yet but very little cliance of 

our getting any of the ministers here to favor our sooiaty. 

Hia tim.e ia entirely engrossed by his bonk, but his feelings 

o Alluding to his appointment as a Yice-president. 
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axe nil alive for the slave. I fear there Bie but few Idudred 
Bpirits hero. He sajs Thompson ancceedcd here in gettiug 
acoess to, and icteresting many in thia city, and would do 
well ogftin at a proper time. There is now so much diatress 
in the large towns aa to make it eompftnitively as unfavor- 
able field of effort for getting- money, but it is a good time 
tR BOW the seed for future reaping, as the etenings are long, 
and people have leisure to hear and read, 

I wish we could get some one to write estensiTely for the 
papers and other periodicals, in a Deacon Giles or Beecher 
style, and with a lleart profoundly and viridly alive to the 
great sin of onr land, in the free states — I mean the ain 
ttiot pervades not only the world, bnt the chnrch, the ain of 
prejudice against color, the siii that few professing Chriatittna 
are without, and the odiouaness of which in the sight of 
God, will flash npon auch Ohristiaas, when they shall meet 
their colored brethren, at the bar of Christ. If such a writer 
can be fonod and engaged in the work, I will give one 
hundred dollars towards the expenses iuciured, and would 
give much more, if I had it to give. Will you look out 
for the riglit pen (or tie purpose ? Whether male oc female 
is immateriiJ. 

It was a constant grief to him that tlie Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign I 
gave a qwiai support to American slavery in s 
respects, and especially by withholding their judg- 
ment upon the national transgression, when they 
had, in former years, expresised their disapprobation 
of other moral transgressions. Although he desired 
to be cautious in pronouncing an opinion unfavor- 
able to the Christian character of all slaveholders 
he felt that they should not be recognized aa 
Christians in good and regular standing while they 
held that relation. 

He maintained also that while slaveholdors were 
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admitted to cburcbee by missionaries in our own 
country, unreproved by Missionaiy Boards, it would 
be difficult to attain to much success in foreign 
lands, as intelligent men in beatben comitries must 
see that slaveholding was contrary to the spirit of 
the Gospel. The following extract from one of his 
letters expresses bis ^ews on the subject: 

Neb- Haves, Janaary 13, IS5S. 
■ ... I learn from Boston tliat no new instmctiona have 
been given to the miaBiouHries of the Choctaw and CherO' 
kee miasionB, who write that 'no slaveholdepa are admitted 
to tlieir churches, or have been for a long period, nor hiLve 
any been excommunicated wlio gave evidence qf Ghrislian 

.... I shall not be able to get a pubhc meeting in behalf 
of our society ( the American Missiouar; Association ) at 
present, and what is done here must be by private solicita- 
tion. If a good agent can be found to canvass this city, I 
will pay his expenses while here. My recommcJidation, 
with that of others I could get, would effect more than my 
, persanal applications, for to most I am not personally known, 
and I have not health and time for a thorough work. My 
headache troubles me much. 

The opposition to the Amerioan Tract Executive Com- 
mittee is working well here, and as the same principle is 
hivolved, this will help the missionaiy cause. Their secre- 
tary [American Traci Society) will not he admitted to the 
ohurcheB, nor is he countenanced by the ministers. 

In tbe subjoined letter be alluded to tbe remark- 
able success of a domestic missionary, in the con- 
version of a number of persons in Brooklyn, N. T., as 
related at a prayer meeting in the Plymoutb Church. 
Xt also alludes to tbe interest lie felt in tbe contro- 
versy in the American Tract Society, between tbose 
wlio favored tlie publication of tracts on the sinful- 
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neRS of slavery, and those who objected to it. Had 
lie visited New York at the time, bis old friends 
in the Society would have seen four brothers, all 
friends of tbe tract cause, and some of them de- 
voted and bberal supporters of tbe Society, stand- 
ing up at tbe public meetiug in the' cburcb in La- 
fayette place, to oppose tbe action of tbe Society 
on tbe slavery question, aa tbey felt bound to do 
by tbeir allegiance to Cbrist: 

New HiVBH, May 3, 1858. 

.... Toiir account of the conversion ia very wondorfuL 
That " plain raaa," tlie teacher of the Bible-class, mnst have 

a rare tact for the work I send you a printed letter 

to the secretaries of the American Tract Society. It iu the 
one that was prepared soma time aince, nnd in which I 
referred in my letters to you. I have sent about one hun- 
dred and fifty of them to individuak, Life Members and 
Xdfe Directors .... and have Bibout the eame number pre- 
pared with single wrappers and postof&ce stamps, for whidi 
I have failed to get names of good men and true. If yon can 
QS6 them, and will write to me immediately, I will aend them 
to you by express. 

If yon (hink I can be of service in New Sork, in prep^- 
mg for the conflict with the Tract Society, wiD you say so, 

and I will put on my harness and go down at once If 

this separation is effected by the withdrawal of the South, 
we shaU soon find these timid abohtionists on the groond 
we now occupy, while we should be shooting ahead. 

Mr. EvAETS, secretary of tbe "American Board 
of Commisaionera for Foreign Missions," had taken 
open and decided gi-ound against tbe action of the 
Btate of Georgia, and the Federal government, in 
the removal of tbe Indiana, saying; "We are not 
bound to Qonoeal our opinion; on tbe contrary, we 
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ai'e bound to declare it plainly, at least once." He 
said also, ""We do not think we can stand acqaitted 
before God, or posterity, unless we bear a testimony 
against this course of proceedings." Noble words ! 
■worthy of that enlightened, independent, Cliristian 
reformer. 

Foreign missionaries had frequently written home 
that CASTE and blateet, as they existed in this coun- 
try, were powerful obstructions to the conversion of 
the lieathen. And yot with seeming indifference, 
the Board refused to bear its testimony against 
caste and slavery in their own country, and consid- 
ered those members of the Board intermeddlers, 
who persisted in asking that the rule applied to 
the tormentors of the Indians, should be applied to 
the tormentors of Americana called Africans. 

The "American Home Missionary Society," com- 
posed also of wise and good men, as it respected 
most subjects, persevered for a long time, in sus- 
taining missionaries in slave states who preached on 
emasculated gospel, without disciplining slavehold- 
ers or pronouncing an opinion against slavery. 

The "American Bible Society," after authori- 
zing the publication, on the platform of the "British 
and Foreign Bible Society," in London, that all the 
famiUes in the United States who were willing to 
receive a copy of the Scriptures, had been supplied 
with a copy of the Bible, made no decided efforts to 
reach a sixth part of the inhabitants, in the persons 
of the slaves, but on the contraiy, seemed to ignore 
their existence. 
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TliG "American Tract Society," after iesuing 
tracts on the evils of Intemperance, TJicentioHsnesa, 
and Sabbath'-breabing, and eyen Dancing, ntterly 
refused to bear ita testimony against a system that 
included all these practices, with a hundred fold ad- 
ditional atrocities. 

The American Board, the oldest, the wealthiest, 
and the most influential of the benevolent societies 
of the country, did not only refrain from giving ex- 
" pression of hostility to slaverj- ; it seemed to cotm- 
tenance it in various ways. 

He did not expect or wish to have these societies 
become anti-slavery societies, BtUl he desired, and 
he thought he had good reasons for the desire that 
these, founded in a gi'eat measure by New England 
men on gospel principles, and sustained by their 
donations and prayers, should bear a decided Tsa- 
TDBONY against the sin of the country — American 
slavery. He hoped that the influential men con- 
nected with these societies, when they saw many of 
theu' old associates contending against a giant evil, 
would aid the arduous eflbrt by their sympathy 
at least, and bring the powertid influence of these 
societies in hke manner to aM the cause of freedom. 

Arthm- Tappan had been a hberal supporter of 
these institutions; he had devoted the best years of 
his life and his ample means to sustain them ; they 
had enjoyed his cooperation and prayers, and the 
aid of many excellent men who were associated with 
him in the arduous work of opposing human bond- 
age. But notwithstanding the reiterated entreaties 
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and remonstrances of these Cliristiaji abolition lats, 
who had been among the original founders and long- 
tried friends of these societies, these institutions re- 
mained dumb and paralyzed before the American 
Moloch 1 

Mr, Tappan was fully aware of the excuses 
alleged for this silence and apparent apathy. He 
knew also of the violent opposition of a large por- 
tion of their fiiende to the anti-slavery cause, and 
that they said that the abohtionist body was large- 
ly composed of iiTchgioiis men, some of them of 
infidel sentiments; that their pnbUcations wem 
couched in harsh language ; that the lecturers were 
intemperate in their speeches; that the measures of 
the society set public opinion at defiance. These 
allegations were notoriously untrue, as it regarded 
a major part of the advocates of the anti-slavery 
reform, and with reference to the rest of them were 
much exaggerated. And it is worthy of remark 
that when the division took place, and a portion of 
the abolitionists, under Mr. Tappan's lead, drew off 
and formed a separate society, endeavoring to adopt 
such language and such measures as Christian men 
could not reasonably object to, those who had been 
loudest in their opposition, and most offended with " 
what they termed the unchristian spirit of the abo- 
litionists, kept aloof as weU fi'om the American and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society of which Mr. Tappan 
was president, as they did from that of the Ameri- 
can Anti-slavery Society of which Mr. Garrison was 
thQ head. 
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It was said, also, in excuse, that the Scriptures 
nowhere condemned staveholding in express terms, 
and that the Old Testament particularly authorized 
it, or at least winked at it; that the Constitution 
of the United States guaranteed slavery; and that 
the founders of our government had made a com- 
promise with the South that the people of the North, 
for all time, were bound to respect. 

It was in vain that Mr. Tappan and his coadju- 
tors, referred to the Constitution of the Anti-slavery 
Society, to its declaration of sentiments of contem- 
porary date, to its publications from the beginning 
of the controversy. It was in vain that they assert- 
ed the Christian character of a majority of the 
founders and supporters of the society, to the accor- 
dance of its principles and measiires with the Bible 
and the national constitution; to the obhgation 
resting upon Chiiatian men and Christian institu- 
tions fo take the lead in efforts for moral reform, 
to make continiied aggressive movements against 
national as well as individual sins, according to the 
example of Christ and his early followers. 

In May, 1852, an effort was made by the execu- 
tive committee of the American and Foreign Anti- 
alaveiy Society to arouse the attention of anti-s!a- 
Tery people to the great interests at stake. "An 
address to the Anti-slavery Christians of the United 
States" was prepared and extensively circulated. 
Politicians by the enactment of the Fugitive Slave- 
bill and other measures hostile to civil liberty, had 
moved the literary, business, and ecclesiastical poi^ 
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tions of the commonitj to \muaual lioatility to the 
progi'esa of the anti-Blaverj reform. It had been 
artfully promulgated that the reformera were hostile 
to the constitution of the country, and that their 
meaaiu'es tended to the injury of all classes, and 
the subversion of the government. A large portion 
of the people seemed to be stupefied and hopeless in 
view of the downward career of the nation, the prev- 
alence of a pro-slavery aentimeut, and the corrupt 
influfnce of men in power, aided by thousands of 
timid, conservative interested men, in all the vari- 
ous professions and ramifications of society. 

It was necessary to alarm and call forth men of 
principle, and induce them to stand up manfully for 
their own rights, and the hberties of the people. 
The objects of the society were frankly and forcibly 
stated, and the fiiends of righteousness, justice, and 
mercy were besought to enroll their names among 
its members, and to contribute liberally to sustain 
its measures. This address was signed by forty-two 
prominent abolitionists, among whom were the fol- 
lowing persons, since deceased: David Thurston, 
Samuel Fessenden, Titus Hutchinson, Samuel Os- 
good, John Piei-pont, Bancroft Fowler, "William Jay, 
John Kankin, Arthur Tappan, 0. J). Cleveland, 
Charles Avery, T. B. Hudson, Joshua E. Giddings, 
Charles Durkee. 

It is believed that this effort of Mr. Tappan, and 
the other friends of the cause, did much to awaken 
the sleeping energies of the people, induce them to 
oppose erroneous doctrine, and stimulate them to 



ARTHUR TAPPAN. 



id action on behalf of civil and religious lib- 
erty. 

The words of the Earl of Carlisle (Lord Mor- 
peth) in his speech at the anniversary of the British 
and Foi-eign School Society, are pertinent to this 
subject : " Now I look upon it to be the mission — 
the true, obvious, and permanent mission, both of 
all individual men and of all corporate bodies, to 
wage incessant war against those evils which still 
disturb and desolate our globe. To do so is the 
real vocation of Christian men and the supreme 
glory of Cljristian churches." 

These matters are now referred to by way of 
explanation, nnd for the justification of Mr. Tappan 
in the course pursued by him in the contest he felt 
himself bound to wage against what he considered 
the injurious policy of men of influence and Chris- 
tian profession, with many of whom he had labored 
in the cause of religion and philanthropy. He felt 
especially aggrieved at the refusal of the "Amer- 
ican Tract Society " to bear its testimony against 
American slavery, and to issue tracts on the ainful- 
nesa of slaveholding, 

Ho deemed the excuse offered, that "our consti- 
tution requires ua to eii'cnlate only publications cal- 
culated to receive the approbation of all evangelical 
Christians," wholly insufficient and evasive. That 
clause he believed, referred to "doctrines," and not 
to "practices." Ad. evangeUcal Christians did not 
accept the sentiments contained in the publications 
of the society on other moral delinquencies, yet the 
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committee on publieations, composed of men of vari- 
ous deaominations, liad concurred in their iaBiiea. 
Why, then, thought tliia old evaDgelical friend of 
the Tract Society, should it not puhhah tracts on 
our country's pecuhar am. He thought the conrso 
pnraued was unworthy of the Bociety, corrupting 
in its influence, and dishonoring to Cliristianity : 
and it is believed that this will bo the judgment -of 
posterity. 

Is it asked what are the advantages of bringing 
up at this time, the errors, or even culpable negli- 
gences, of institutions that arc so dear to the liearta 
of Christians, so beneficial in their general conduct, 
and so worthy of the patronage of the churches? Ih 
it not best to let by-gones be by-gones? The an- 
swer is, it seems due to the memory of Mr. Tappan 
to present his views of the delinquencies of tlioee 
societies, and his efforts in opposition to the evila 
complained of. No one who knew him can doubt 
the sincerity and strength of his convictions on the 
Bubjeet. They continued to the end of his earthly 
career. And any attempt to portray his character 
would be incomplete that did not recognize his feel- 
ings and exertions, during successive years, to with- 
stand what was evil and injurious, and to strive for 
what was true, and excellent, and imperious, in this 
regard. 

Mr. Tappan did not deny that the officers of the 
American Board and the directors of the other be- 
nevolent societies in this countiy were good men; 
but ho conscientiously beheved that, in not giving 
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their testimony against slavery, they made a great 
mistake, an<l when the iniquitous system was abol- 
ished the Christian people of the country saw and 
lamented the fatal error. Considering the vast 
influence of the Board, he believed that by refrain- 
ing from all sanction of slavery, and openly avow- 
ing opposition to it, the most beneficial results 
might be expected ; that other benevolent socie- 
ties would imitate the example; that the eyes of 
the people would be opened to see its atrocities; 
that legislative bodies would be on the side of free- 
dom ; that the church would take action in opposi- 
tion to the sin; and thus the judgment of God upon 
a guilty nation be averted. 

That such men should have made so grievous a 
mistake was, he thought, a lesson to the church 
that shoold be deeply pondered, not only for humil- 
iation, but for caution. Other evils exist, other con- 
flicts are to be waged, and the church will be called 
upon to buckle on its armor, and fight the good fight 
of faith. Chattel slavery is abohshed, but the idol- 
atry of riches, the anti- Christian feeling of casts, 
and the oppression of the poor still exist. Mam- 
mon has many worshippers in the church ; and mul- 
titudes now, as heretofore, profess godliness, and yet 
"bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and 
lay them on men's shoulders, but they themselves 
will not move them with one of their fingers." 

Should not the church and posterity have the 
benefit of the lesson taught by the delinquency of 
influential men in their individual and associated 
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positions? And should cot the facts in the case 
be put on record that the benefit may be secured to 
those Tpho follow? When an individual in private 
life makes a mistake, or commits a wrong, if he 
repents, we shotild forgive him, and let it pass into 
oblivion. But is not the case different when the 
mistake occurs on the part of officers of societies in 
their ofGcial capacity, and on the part of these soci- 
eties themselves? 

Mr. Tappan, in his remonstrances and censures, 
had in view the good of those who will be the suc- 
cessors of the good but erring men, whose conduct 
he could not justify or excuse. He was persuaded 
that as slavery was abolished, men would see more 
clearly the mistakes made by those who had op- 
posed the anti-slavery movement. He knew that 
persons at the head of benevolent institutions, hke 
men at the head of colleges and other hterary and 
ecclesiastioal bodies, are always in danger of being 
over-cautious, timid, conservative ; and he desired 
to make every suitable allowanco for such tenden- 
cies, while he did not cease to lament that golden 
opportunities had not been seized to discharge high 
and important duties to the church and to the great 
Head of the church, to the down-trodden and op- 
pressed countrymen in chains. 

Mr. Tappan rejoiced that slaveholding had come 
to an end, but he lamented that the spirit of slave- 
holding was still abroad in the commimity, and that 
it existed in the church. The eagerness of men to 
accumulate and hoard money to require services for 
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inaclequate compeosation, to lord it over the depen- 
dent and poor, to widen tlie distance between the 
laboring and affluent portions of the community, 
and to establish unchristian and anti-repnbUcaii 
aristocracies in society and in the elmi'ch, were evi- 
dences, he thought, that the animus of slavery stiU 
existed. 

He deprecated the fact that so many compass 
sea and laud to make and hoard gain, and that 
members of churches often vie with the ungodly in 
such effoi-ts; that clerks and sowing women were 
paid as httle as possible, while their employers were 
getthig immensely rich. In view of the common 
assertion that the law of competition created this 
state of things he believed that if rich men felt 
right, they would see to it that all in their employ 
received ample payment for their services; that the 
wages of the employ^ should be somewhat in pro- 
portion to the success of the employer, and would 
be, if the slaveholders' spirit did not still prevaU. 

Against this worldly and selfish spirit be thought 
all good men should combine; that especially pro- 
fessing Christians, chui-ehes, ecclesiastical bodies, 
and benevolent societies should bear an unequivo- 
cal and decided testimony until slavoholding, in 
epuit as well as in practice, should cease, To eflfect 
this, he judged that the mistakes and delinquencies 
of the past should be confessed and repented of, 
and that the remembrance of them shojdd serve as 
beacons for direction and security in time to come. 

Meantime he rejoiced in the termination of the 
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seK-imposed silence of institutions lie ever loved, on 
the slavery question, and which had forfeited his 
confidence by a non-compliance with what he thought 
an obvious, and imperative duty, and which his 
allegiance to Christ forbade him to sanction. He 
thought he saw the dawn of better things, in several 
respects, and it was the language of his lips and his 
heart. Praise the Lobb. 
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A MEETING of Mr. Tappan's brothers and sisters 
was held June 1, 1848, in their native town, ajid 
continued about a week. At some inconTenience, 
owing to distance and other impediments, they bad 
resolved to meet for once, at least, to hold affection- 
ate converse, and to view the interesting scenes of 
their childhood and youth. Moat of them were ae- 
compauied by their companions. 

Booms were taken at the Mansion House hotel, 
whece they had a parlor and a table to themselves. 
Northampton never appeared to batter advantage. 
The weather waa delightful. All were in good 
health and spirits. Much o£ the time was spent in- 
doors, being occupied in social chat, in reviews of 
individual and family histories, in grateful recollec- 
tions. But the weather, the roads, the scenery, the 
views, the fields, the gardens, the rivera, invited to 
explorations abroad, and all felt young again. 

It is true that the village had greatly changed, 
and in some respects evidently for the better; there 
were many new and more tasteful dwellings, an in- 
creased number of shops and stores, and more evi- 
dences of general thrift. The old meeting-house, 
the court-house, and school-house, had given place 
to more spacious and elegant edifices. Instead of 
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I one churcli that accommodated afl the inhabitants, 
there were now fiveormore, of nearly as many denom- 
inations. The inhabitants, now treble in number, 
Beemed also much changed. Formerly these broth- 
era and eistera knew everybody, but now, in their 
own native town, they seemed ahnoat among stran- 
gers. It was only in the ancient burying-ground, 
» where ao many fomUiar names were seen, that they 
really appeared to be at home. 
But the trees were there, especially the venera^- 
ble and umbrageous elms, the glory of the place ; 
BS were the meadows and the mountains, that gave 
I such a beauty and magnificence to the town and 
■ the suiTonnduig countiy. These nnfading seeties 
I brought to mind the familiar and appropriate lines 
I often repeated in youthful days ; , 

" Sweet Aubiim I loveliest villnga of tOie plain, 
Wicre health anJ plenty cheered the laboring swain 
Where smiling spring its earlieBt yidt paid, 
And porting Bummer's lingering blooms delayed. 
Dear lovely bower of innocence and eaee, 
Seata of my youth, when every sport eonlS please, 
How often have I loitered o'er thy green, 
Where humble happiness endeared each scene ! " 



The brothers and sisters made a visit to the 
p^aves of their parents and youngest sister. Here 
they mingled their tears and rejoicings, while they 
recounted the various incidents of family history. 
All dwelt, with sincere congi'atulations and thanks- 
givings, upon the characters of their deceased 
ts. The eldest brother made a short address. 
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in which he expresBed the thought that the example 
of the parents had influenced thoir children in at- 
tachment to each other during their whole Uvea, 
At aueh a place, with such surroundings, with Buch 
reminiscences, and such anticipations, how natural 
and appropriate the ejaculation: "Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end he like 
hia ! " 

The sis brothers took a survey of the old play- 
gi'ounds, and the rivers and woods, and thought of 
the times when thej bathed, and skated, slid down 
hill, played ball, tmndled hoop, and gathered nnts. 
They also Tisited the old lot and orchard where in 
theirboyhood they had "picked apples" and "made 
hay." While here they thonghtof the old spring, how 
the water once slaked theu' tbu'st, and all expressed 
a desire to taste it again. Once it would have been 
easy enoiigh; "eveiy one could have bowed down 
upon his knees to diink." In the dilemma the old- 
est said to the youngest, as in olden times, " Run and 
get a cup." It was soon brought, and never did 
pure cold water taste better. 

On the Lord's day the brothers and sisters re- 
paired to the house of worship, some to the old 
Congregational chiu'ch, where their parents wor- 
shipped, and some to the Edwards church, an off- 
shoot of the old church. How changed from earHer 
times ! Formcily instead of being seated as now, 
each family in their own shp, the occupants were 
seated by the selectmen. A list was annually pre- 
pared by "the fathers of the town," of all the hoiise- 
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holders, single men and ■women, and youtb of botH 
sexes, and thay were assigned to tlieir places accord- 
ing to some rule, suggested by the tax-lists, or tlie 
social standing of the parties. 

The heads of families were arranged in the old 
square pewa on the lower floor; the widows, single 
women, and old bachelors were put here and there, 
wherever there were vacancies; the old people oc- 
cupied the pews nearest the pulpit; and the little 
children had seata in the aisles, and on the pulpit 
stairs. The deacons sat together on a seat beneath 
the pulpit, facing the congi^egation. One of them, 
it is recoUected, who was looking forward to be a 
minister, employed the time in taking down the ser- 
mon, while another, who was very deaf, stood by 
the minister, with his trumpet at his ear. The seat- 
ing did not always give satisfaction. Tliere was 
aristocratic feeling and pride in those days as there 
is at present. Some thought they were not seated 
in the best pewa or with people of their choice, and 
the selectmen were accused of favoritism or injus- 
tice. Now and then a dissatisfied person would 
stay fi-om meeting awhile until resentment cooled 
off. 

In the gallery the singers filled the first tier of 
seats. All the young people who had good voices 
were expected to sit with the singers. Thero was 
no quarletle or organ in those days, and the bass 
viol, haut-boy, and violin, were reUed upon as 
accompaniments. The singing-master, with his 
pitch-pipe, and his /a, sd, ki, mi, led off, while, /or- 
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iwsimol the well-di'illcd choir did their bast. It 
was siBging never to be forgotten ! 

On both sides of the gallery were pews, in wliich 
the principal young men and young women were 
seated, separately, while the youngsters, and those 
belonging to no particular family, sat on long seats. 
In winter, as the house was not lieated by a fur- 
nace or stoves, there was usually no little noise 
among the urchins, and some of larger growth, in 
attempts to keep warm by shuffling and stamping, 
while their senic^'s, in the pews below, kept up 
a slam-bang, at the close of the prayers, it being 
the custom for the whole eougi-egation to stand 
during those services, raise the seats ivnd let them 
fall at the close. 

Toot stoves were often used in winter, and they 
were brought in sleighs, and carried into their 
parents' pews by the younger members of the fami- 
ly. The minister, in extreme weather, would preach 
in his great coat, aud sometimea with his hands in 
mittens. Notwithstanding all these peculiarities it 
was a pleasant sight to see the inhabitants of so 
large a town, gathered in one place for pubhc wor- 
ship. There were very few absentees in those days, 
and a large poi-tion of the honses were closed diiring 
pubhc service. 

The town seemed to the brothei-s and sisters to 

be full of sti'angers. Formerly, at their separate 

visits to the place, they recognized almost every 

16, and when death bad removed parents the ohil- 

eu were known by family resemblance ; but now 
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the faces of a large propoi-tiou of the inhabitants 
■were unknown to the brothers and sisters. The 
inquiry was suggested, "Your fathers, where aro 
•they?" A few old acquaintances stopped to sbake 
hands after the services were over, and seyeral call- 
ed at the hotel to express their satisfaction at seeiu ', 
so many of the family. 

It appeared to the people of the town quite . 
rare sight to see nine children of one family, natii-- 
born, whose ages ranged from sixty to seventy 
seven, the average being about seventy, whose for- 
tunes had been so vaiious, all meeting in health 
and harmony to visit their native place, the scenes 
of their youth, and the graves of their parontH. 
And it was exceedingly gratifying to the brothers 
and sisters to take by the hand those who bore the 
names of honored predecessors, and who were uot 
unworthy of their ancestry. 

The visit seemed short, but extremely gratify- 
ing. Nothing unpleasant occurred to mar the joy- 
ful intercourse, excepting an accident to the eldest 
sister that deprived the rest of her society for some 
days. Each day the Scriptures were read, and 
prayer offered. No intoxicating beverages were 
drank, nor was the "filthy weed" used by any one. 
With cordial embraces the brothers and sisters at 
length separated to return to their different families 
and dwellings, thankful for the opportunity with 
which a kind Providence had indulged them of thus 
meeting, and with increased love to each other. 
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"Home of our childhood! how affecidon clings 
And hovers round thee with her seraph wings ! 
Dearer thy hills, though clad in autumn brown, 
Than fairest summits which the cedars crown ! 
Sweeter the fragrance of thy summer breeze. 
Than all Arabia breathes along the seas ! 
The stranger's gale wafts home the exile's sigh, 
For the heart's temple is its own blue sky!" 
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In the year 1849, Mr. Tappaii pui-chased a 
moiety of tlie establishment called the Mehcastile 
Agency, an institution that had been founded, as an 
indiyidual enterprise, to obtain and record, for the 
benefit of merchants who patronized it, the stand- 
ing of merchants throughout the country, for the 
use of those who might sell to them on credit. 
This business gave him moderate employment, ena- 
bled him to support hia family, and fiiraiahed the 
means of contributing to chaiitable objects. He 
was successful in the prosecution of this business, 
■ and the profits enabled him to pay the purchase 
money, and buy an estate on the banks of the 
Passaic river, in New Jersey, where his family 
resided, and from which he came to the city daily. 
The years thus spent were, in many respects, among 
the most pleasant of his life. 

The following extract is from a letter to his 
daughter, Mrs. M . 

CnKBTNirr Gbotb, N.J,, Jan. 1, 1855. 

". . . . I wish you ft hnppy new yenr. My LeiulacLe of 
the worst type hna again recurred, and I am kept at home 
to-day by it. Dr. "W— — ■ has preacribed some medicine, 
and I have eonsented, at your mother's request, to take it, 
thongh I have bnt httle fnith in it." I am determined to let 
the doctor make a, few esperimenta, and to give him all the 
credit if it does me any good. .... 

I feel that we have mncli to be grateful for to our Heav- 
enly Parent, for giving us snch affeationate children and 
16* 
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gr»iule)iildren. My earnest prayer is that our happinesB, 
begun here, may be eonsaiamiiteil in Leaven, with our chil- 
dren awl grandchildren. With nincli loyc to all. 
Your affectionate father, 

ABTHDE TAPPAN. 

He had contracted to leave the concern of the 
Mercantile Agency at the end of five years, and he 
did so, but not without a vexatious suit with hia 
partner, who claimed that he had been paid more 
than his share of the profits. An arbitration was 
agreed upon, which resulted in an award in his 
favor of twelve thousand dollars. In reply to the 
communication made to liim of the decision of the 
referees, he wrote to his brother, as follows: 

Tour letter of the 22d of November, haa been received. 
I am, aa yon anticipated, disappointed, but as the result ia 
not 03 good OS my liopes, so it Is not as bod as my fears. I 
am thaukful for what I get, and feel much indebted tor it 
to yonr great effort in my beliidf, without which I should 
probably have got nothing. My chief regret arisea from my 
diminished ability to contribnta to rehgions and benevolent 
objects ; but I will do what I can, and this I trust will meet 
Divine acceptance, thongh it will not be equally grateful to 
my feelings. 

After the discontinuance of the co-partnership, 
he continued to reside at Belleville, N. J.; and here 
finding that the care of his garden, of which he was 
very fond, did not give him sufficient occupation, 
Le entered into the iron buHiueas, in Newark, a few 
miles from his residence, and rode daily to that 
place and back, managing the office business of the 
concern. It proved an unfortimate imdertaking. 
An abused, perhaps a misplaced confidence in the 
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representations that had been made to him resulted 
in the loss of a large eura that went, not to the sup- 
port of the business, but to the payment of old 
debts of his partner. He had much trouble and 
vexation in contending against the claims of per- 
sona who had obtained the obhgationa of the firm 
for the individual prior engagements of his associ- 
ate in business. 

On closing up the business, he sold his estate in 
New Jersey, and repaired to New Haven, where, 
with property belonging to his wife, he purchased a 
house near his former residence. Here, in society 
congenial to himself and family, after an absence of 
eighteen years, he took up his abode for the re- 
mainder of his earthly career. 

He would have been pleased had a wider field 
been opened to him of useful activity, and if he 
had possessed the means to do good as in earlier 
parts of his life. Inaction had always been irksome 
to him, and it was a new experience to be i-estiicted 
in his chanties, having realized so long that "it is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 

In the following extracts from his letters to his 
brother, he alludes to his wife with affectionate 

solicitude : 

CHHENiiOK SFBwaa, Vt., August 7, 18ST. 
.... My etay here ih prolonged by tbe evident tlioneh 
slow improyement of my wife's health. She has still but 
very little appetite, and I want to see a more i-adioal change 

in thia respect. I Und an int«rview with Judge K o£ 

this atate I asked him how extensively the clergy of 

thia state are of the opinion that alaveholding is a sin per se. 
He replied, "Tliey are, I think, very generally of that aen- 
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timeut." It occura to me that tbia makes it important that 
the American Miaaioaary Association should roll up the ball 
in Venaont, then east and aonth, until the church ia thor- 
oughly indoctrinated. Now when ft revival spirit eo eitea- 
aively prevails in the commnuitj, it is b favomble time for 
the effort. If the Vermont Chronide conld be made use of, 
and other good ngencieB employed, you and I may yet see 
slaveiy receive its death-biow. 

He occupied himBelf in reading, correaponclence, 
social intercourse, visits to the poor, the distribu- 
tion of tracts, daily visits to the reading-room, and 
occasional excursions to other places. The people 
of color were not forgotten by him. "With many col- 
ored persona he often conversod, affording those in 
■want a helping hand. During the war he also 
visited the United States' soldiera at the encamp- 
ment in the south part of the city, and where some 
of them were sick. 

"While thus gliding down the stream of life, not 
unmindful of the life to come, he was soon impres- 
sively reminded of the lesson often taught to him 
and others, that there is no defencG against sick- 
ness and bereavement; that this world is not our 
home, or the place of unmixed enjoyment ; that, in 
the language of Scripture, we have here "no con- 
tinuing city," but are "strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth." 

It pleased their heavenly Father to come very 
near to Mr. and Mrs. Tappan, by a bereaving prov- 
idence, taking fi'om them and her family, a dni'ling 
chUd, one in whom their fondest hopes rested, and 
who was the ornament of her home, and the circle 
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and church with which she was connected. Mrs, 
Fbances Antill Seymooh, wiie of John F. Seymour, 
Esq., of Utica, N. T., died September 5, 1860. 

Her parents were warmly attached to this affec- 
tionate daughter, and her fond father was accus- 
tomed to call her the "morning star." She had 
been peciiharly and tenderly beloved by him. Pleas- 
ing in person, attractive in her manners and dis- 
position, with a heart full of kindness, she was 
greatly beloved by her numerous friends. 

The grandparents had keenly felt the death of 
a sweet and endeared daughter of Mr, and Mra. 
Seymour, and this reiterated bereavement pierced 
them to the heart; but the character of the child, ' 
and the piety of the mother, and above all, the 
firm trust they had in divine Providence, made 
them resigned to the separation for a time from 
those so near and dear to them. 

The following letter of Mrs. Tappan to her 
eldest daughter, then residing in one of the Eastern 
states, evinces her maternal solicitude and tender 
affection, as well as her patriotic sentiments, dur- 
ing the national struggle then in progress; 

Net Havkk. July 22, IBGl. 

Mx DsiAB DAiTOHiiat : I am eorry jou have been diaap- 
pointed in uot aaeing your son as eoou aa you expected. If 
lie comes here first, I will tiy to take good cure of him. 
The yonag folks ai'e exptctiug fine times this week, 1 be- 
There was a great battle, yesterday, Simday, between the 
rebels and the government troops. Wo cannot rely upon, 
all that is said, but Ave pray thut the righteous ciiiwe may pn 
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vaJL .... Bring to rointl the honesty, candor, nprightneBa, 
moriJ ami religious iirinciplo of Abraham Linooln 

The knowing ones think the South are perfectly aware, 
that if they cannot destroy the "Union, slavery is donmeii; 
and so far as we can judge they are in rather a, eaA predica- 
ment. Let us hope for the best, that slavery will be at>oI- 
ished, and the elHTea sing for joy. Oh how tbeir_/r(e»(fo will 
sing praises to their and our God when the yoke is broken. 
Then the husband can claim and hold his wife, and the wife 
her husband, und the ehildren their own parents. Oh, 
happy, happy day 1 

I haye lately read for the third time, I think, of the 
omancipntion of the slaves in Antigua. How affecting I In- 
stead of caroosing and doing all manner of evil on that day 
of days to thera, they dressed themselves and went to the 
house of God to pray and praise for the mercy maniteated 
towards them. .... 

You have be n to d of your brother's approach to Wash- 
n^ton I do aiqj o commend him to the protection and 
tend me y of our God. My love to my dear grand- 
la g r I am as ever, yom- own mother, 

FRANCES TAPPAy. 

Ml. Tappan wrote, July 18, 1861: "My eon's 
wife writes me on tlie 12tli inst. that her hnabanii 
was just starting to join the army at "Washington. 
If slavery is to be abolished by the war, I think it 
is to last some years, and that the North as well 
as the South must be humbled by it." 

They soon heard of the death of their only son 
in one of the Weetern states, after a lingering ill- 
' ness. Mrs. Tappan's health was affected by this 
bereavement, and the various vicissitudes of life, 
though she was sustained by a Christian hope, and 
the sympathies of her family, and the cij-ole of her 
friends. Her husband had ever been warmly at- 
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tached to lier, and amidgt all tlie scenes of a buey 
life, in prosperity and' adversity, in joy nud sorrow, 
bad beon attentive, solicitous, and devoted. It 
might be truly said: "Tbe heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her." 

On the twenty-first day of July, 1863, he was 
parted from his beloved companion. She had grad- 
ually declined in health, and after acute sufi'erings, 
was happily released Hiy the messenger of death. 
For fifty-three years they bad beon in the marriage 
relation, and bis attachment to her seemed to in- 
crease with increasing years. In a letter vn'itten to 
a beloved niece shortly before her dismissal, she 
said : " I will send you a photogi'aph of your uncle, 
not great, but good; a kinder and more devoted 
hnsband no woman was ever blessed with; a bride 
coidd scarcely receive more devotion and tenderness 
than I am daily and hourly receiving." 

Her remains were consigned to the grave, in the 
family lot of the cemetery, where a headstone was , 
placed commemorative of her, a space being left to 
insert the name, etc., of her partner in life, when- 
ever it should please God to summon him away. 

The following was published in the Indepemlent, 
September, 1863, said to be written by Mrs. Tap- 
pan's esteemed friend. Prof. Thacher, of Yale Col- 
lege: 

OBITUARY. 
■ Mbb. FiUNOEa ANinj, Tappan, wife of Arthur Tappan, 
EiM}., fur muuf jcitra an oaiinent merchtuit in this taty, 
at lier home in New Hrtven, Oonn., oa tlie 21st o( Ju" 
Emi gtondfatlier, Edvard Antill, E^., a native of N< 
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wna the son of Edward AntiU of Eiclimond, in the eoanty of 
Surrey, England, who was sent as a hearer of despatches 
from the lioma government to the New World, and remain- 
ing, became a, resident of this d.ty. His son Edward mar- 
ried the daughter of Governor Morris ot Kew Jersey, and 
resided in Piscataway, in that state, where hia son, Edward, 
the father of Mi's. Tappan, was born in the yow 1742. The 
last named Edward Antill waa educated at King 'a {now 
Columbia) College, where he was graduated in the year 1762. 
He subsequently spent some time in Montreal, Canada, 
where he married a lady of French descent. When the war 
broke out between the colonies and Great Britain, he was 
called to a colonelcy in the revolutionary nrmy, and became 
the intimate associate of some of the most eminent of Wiish- 
ington's snbordinates in the council and in the field. 

Mrs. Tappan was bom May 4, 1785, in Brooklyn, Long 
Island. During the eariy years of her childliood she was 
brought famihariy into the society in which Washington 
spent much of hia time, and was herself the playmate of 
Mrs. Washington's grandchildren ; but after the marriage of 
her sister with Col. Lansing of Albany, she was withdrawn 
to more retired scenes. She was educated in the family of 
this tendcrJy-loved sister, of whose gentle kindness she 
retained the livehest recollections to the end of her days. 

When slie was visiting some of her relatives in Montreal, 
more than flfly years ago, she became ELcquainted with Mr. 
Arthur Tajipan, whom she soon after married, and returned 
with him to New York. From that time her history of 
course has been that of her husband. She sympatliized with 
^"■t in aU his love for the oppressed and all his efforts to 
call attention to their degraded condition. Indeed she shed 
tears for the slave long before she became acquainted with 
the man who was for many years honored with the abuse of 
those who thought more of successful trade than of human- 
ity. Througliout his years of prosperity she was his loving 
and busy co-worker in acts of varied charity and benevo- 
lence. She evinced her love to her divine Master by imita- 
ting hnmbly his life of love to others. Her hand was open 
to the needy, and her door was open to those to whom she 
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coulfT give a cap of cold water in the name of a diacijile. 

he was given to Iioapitality. 
Nor did adversitj work any change in this spirit of gentle 
love. There remained only the aweet graces of a heavenly 
eoiil, that was permitted still to dwell on the eiirtb, that even 

1 weakuesfl it might give strength to those who soomed 
BtroQger than she. She was the light of the dwelling. She 

as the guide of the household. 
Thpre were years of Huffering which she was called to 
endnre, anil her delicate frame was attenuated and bowed 
nnder it. But the C!q>res8ic»i that remains in the memory 
irvivors is the bi'ight thongh gentle expression of the 
kiudUest, sweetest lova. Death called away a daughter who, 
had she lived to old age, would only have repeated all that 

'Ba loveliest in the mother, and soon after, it took from her 

Q only son ; but though her heart was swelled with sorrow, 

lie was still serene — her faith looked up. 
With her final sickness came an entire deliverance from 
the fear of death— nay, she longed for death, saying, "For 

o he giveth his beloved sleep." She desired her friends to 
pray that she "might have perfect resignation to the will of 
God." And amid all her sufferings she found support and 
consolation in those " faithful sayings " of the divine word, 
which from generation to generation ever give strength to 
the souls of Ood'a saints. The Lord waa her Shepherd. 
The Lord waa merciful and gracioua, alow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. She took delight in these assurances, 
and in having them read to her. In the streagtU of them 
she passed through the valley of the shadow of death, fearing 

It was a great pleasure to Mrs. Tappan to return to New 
Haven, os she did some years since, that she might there 
spend the evening of her life among the friends whom she 
hnd learned to love, when, in eacUet years ahe had resorted 
thither for the education of her children. Dr. Taylor and 
Prof. Goodrich were there to welaome her return. But age 
and its infirmities, which soon removed them, has now bome 
her away to follow them to a more blessed home, to the com- 
paoj of the smnts and the presence of the Lord, the Lamb. 
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To a niece a few weeks after the death of liia 
wife, Mr. Tappan wrote the following reply to her 
letter of condolence : 

New Hatbn, Sept, 3, '83. 

My Deab NrEOe : It was very tind in yoa to send me an 
aweet an expression of yoat sympatliy in my deep affliction. 
It is hard parting with those we love after a brief acquaint- 
once, but how much more ho when onr affection for them has 
bean cemented by the most tender and sacied intercourse o£ 
over fifty years. I feel that the separation will be brief, and 
I have much to be thankfol for in having loving children 
with me to almre my grief and administer to my comfort 

We have just hod a short, but very pleasant visit from 
yonr porenta on their return home iOj as they thought, im- 
proved health. I would gladly have detained them longer, 
but could not 

Your religious reflections nee very precious and find a 
response in my own experience. "The Lord is indeed 
good, and his tender mercies are over all hia works," as I 
know by precious esperienco. Praying that you may have 
largely a similar experience, I am, very affectionately, your 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

Tlie follomng is from a letter dated , 

New Haves, Out. 14, '63. 
Dn^Aji Brotheb : I hove received a letter from Mr. Whip- 
ple wishing me to preside at the annual meeting at Hopkin- 
ton, Mass., and I have replied to him that my family is so 
aitnoted as to make it difflcult tor me to leave home, wore 
I otherwise disposed, . . . Your affectionate 

ABTHDB. 

He attended tlie meeting and presided during 
part of the proeeedingSj but it was evident that he 
was much enfeebled. 
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^1 Soon after liia return to New Haven, to spend 

^f the remainder of his days, be united \Fith the Centre 
Congregational church in that city, then under the 
pastoral care of Rev. Leonaed Bacon, D. D., and 
^^ had much satisfaction in attending the regular week- 
^k day religious meetings, in that parish, as his health 
^M permitted. He also greatly prized the friendship 
^M and pastoral attention of Dr. Bacon. In former 
^M tunes he had differed from him on the colonization 
^P and anti-slavery questions, but he was not a man to 
break the chain of fiiendship in consequence of dif- 
ferences of opinion. He flattered himself also that 
the views of his pastor were, in the course of events, 
more and more assimulated to those he had long 
cherished. 

He also took much delight in religious reading, 
especially in daily "searching the Scriptures," He 
felt that Ms health was gi-adua!ly giving way, that 
it became him to be watchful and prayerful in view 
of the tranaition that awaited him, and he kept in 
remembrance the words of Moses the man of God : 
"The days of our yeare are threescore and ten; and 
if by reason of strength they be fouracore years, yet 
is there sti-ength, labor, and sorrow ; for it is soon cut 
off, and we fly away." Although he felt tliffldeui. 
about his Christian state, and thought much of his 
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Bhovtcomings, yet he had a firm rehance upon the 
merey of God through tlie atonmg sacrifice of the 
Lord Jeaua Christ. He ^'aa not afi'aid to die. The 
death of his beloved companion of half a century, 
Iiad lessoned his desire to hve, while his infirmities 
were loosening his hold on hfe. He felt that he bad 
DO claim to heaven on account of any services he 
had rendered either to God or hia fellow-men. His 
self-abnegation in the sight of God was remarkable, 
and no one over listened to his prayers without 
"being impressed with the belief that he who offered 
them was exceedingly humble before his Maker. H 
asked about his hope of salvation, he ntight have 
said, as is reported of the aged Rev. Dr. Emmons, 
" I see nothing in my life that merits eternal bless- 
edness, and I often think I may after all, be a cast- 
away." Perceiving the astonishment depicted in 
the countenance of his fi-iend, the interrogator, he 
beckoned him back as unwilling that he should go 
away under a wrong impre.ssion, and feebly said : 
" If I knew another man who was just like myself, I 
shoidd have much hope of him I" 

Several ' letters of a miscellaneous character, to 
his brother in "New York, will now bo inserted, ac- 
cording to their dates: 

h'KW Haves, May 15, ISflT. 
.... I see by tlie paper that you were not present at the 
Abolition public-meeting, ond fear yon are still unwfiJl. Aa 
I have not much to do here, if I can aid yon at the mission- 
ary rooms or otherwise, let me know, and I will cheerfully 
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New Haven, Ort. 20, ia:,7. 
I liave been accused of makiiig a speecli iu public, bat it 
is Dot quite tnie, the occaaion vas tbe visit to this citf of 
about 700 East Hamptoners, moatty my friend WilKston'B 
employes, wlio was also present. They cnme in twelve cara 
and after tbey Lnd been welcomed by the 
mayor and one or two otheiB, I waa urg«il to say something, 
■which I dill briefly. I suppose my name was put into the 
newspaper from a false notion that it would add sometHng 
to the effect, and not because I said anything to any pur- 
pose. I shall probably neret be so (mis) represented again. 

New HiTEN, Match 12, 1859. 

I have yours of tlio 11th inst. , and lenrn from it, for the 

first time, that yon have been iiuwell. Why have you allowed 

to be kept in ignorance of that which so nearly concerns 

my happiness? and why have you not taken me at my word 

and sent for me to aid yon at the miaaionory rooms ? Ton 

do not now say how well you are, and whether you are able 

to be out. If you are still eonfi.aed at home, do let me know, 

come to your assistance. 

He had a due appreciation of the talents and 
fearlessness of the distingnished minister mentioned 

the annexed note, nor did he much heed the ac- 
cusation of his enemies, as they were ready to ex- 
claim: "Thou art beside thyself; much learning 
doth make thee mad." 

Nkw Haven, Not. 28, 1859, 

.... Dr. Cheever'a sermon in Friday's THbune, is a cap- 
ital one, and will I think do great good. I wish it may be 
read by every doughface professing Ckrislicm in our land. 
New HivE', January 12, ISOI. 

. . . Eev. H. T. writes me that there will be a con- 

Tention of the Christian friends of the churcli Aiiti-slavery 
Sooioty soon in New York, and oeks for a communication 
trom me to be read apow the occasion. Ha* this measure your 
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approliation 1 BegorJing, aa I So, the preseot ngitAtion in 
our country as the answer of God to tha prayers of the 
frienilH of the slave for their dehTeruuce, I think om poliay 
Bhtinld be to stand still and wait for Hia maniCeatationB 
before we make any further movement. The nnti-alaveiy 
cnusa is evidently gaining ground with politicians in tha 
free states, and they are doing a good work for us at Wash- 
ington. I fear that auything we may do now will eicite 
their fear ot being identified with ua and slneken their zeaL 
I therefore hope that the proposed convention will he post- 
poned. 

In February, 1861, he writes as follows: 
I regret to see the falling off of receipts from the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association. The prospect of the curtail- 
ment of receipts from obliges me to hushand my means, 

or I would send yon more. Aa it is I can hardly restrain my 
inohnation to do so, and feel that I am wanting in faith in 
the kind providence that has hitherto ao bountifully pro- 
vided for me and mine. It there is suffering with onr mift- 
eionories for the money due them, I think it should be ao 
stated in the Americaa Missionary, and for one I will respond 
to it if I have to give my laat dollar ; for this is a debt that 
onght to be paid, if it takes the last cent from those who sent 
them forth. 

Again he says : 

I see by the last Ameriean Missionary that the aooietry is 
doing at St. Louia among the colored people eimilar labor 
to that of the Christian Commission among our wounded 
soldiers. We have recently had a public meeting here of the 
Christian Commission, and nothing has so much moved the 
sympathies of our active Christians. 

The hope of being instrumental in saving the soula of 
those who are periling their lives for our country is calcula- 
ted to draw liberal contributions from those who appreciate 
the value of the sou!, if any thing can, and nothing will give 
BO much credit to our society as the fact that we are doing a 
BimiUc or rather the same work among the colored soldiers. 



HTBSIONARS ASSOCIATION. 359 

New n*fBS, April 211, IBGl. 

.... I regret to loarji that the reueiptti of tlie American 
MissioDorj Aasociatiuu are ho smfLtl Is there not a large 
amount of bequeata not yet iiaed ? particularly of that at 
Pittsburgh ■? I fear others as well oa myself are ao impressed, 
if it is not so, and that your receipts ore affected by it. Would 
it not be well to pabHsh an explojiatioii for the satisfaction 
of the friends of the association ? In oonaeqnence of om 
national difficulties, my receipts are cut off enlirely for the 
time being, and till peace dawns npon ua, I have got to hns- 
band wiiat I have aud deny myself the great pleasure of giv- 
ing freely. , . . 

I fear we shall have a protracted war, and it is difficult to 
predict That the result will be. If there were a (korough 
antf-slavery feeling pervading the tree states, I would hope 
that the slave states might be conquered aud tlie slave be set 
free, but we are yet too pro-slavery for this, and I fear are to 
share more deeply, fot our ahare in the national siu, the juat 
judgments of heaven. 

.... You have I suppose seen the statement that Qen, 
Butler offered to recapture some runaway slaves in Maryland, 
Enclosed is the exprpssion of the righteous indignatiou of 
our friend Towusend at such heartless treacliery to liberty. 
I can hardly believe it true, and hope to see it contradicted. 
I would have made the journey to New Tork to have wit- 
nessed the huniihatiou of the Journal of Commerce. I leam 
that the editor told a New Haven gentleman that it was a 
bitter piU. 

He took a warm iuterest in the movamenta of 
the "Amorican Missionary Association" with refer- 
ence to the freedmen. Its appeals for hinds for the 
establishment of schools among them, for the build- 
ing of school-hoTiseB, the employment of teachers, 
and the success attending siich appeals and outlays, 
contributed much to his enjoyment dariDg his last 
days. He contributed according to his ability for 
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the pTOmotioQ of the object; also to the "Sanitary 

Commission," and the " Cbristian Commission " the 
objects of which were precious in his estimation. 
His iiiterest in these Vienevolent enterpriaoa and in 
all matters connected with the terrible conflict in 
which the nation was involved, were apparent in hia 
conversation, letters, and pra3'ers. 

Nkw HiFEN, May M, 1881. 

I thank you for yonr long letter of tlia 13th, mid the offi- 
cial document, which I now retrirn. I am glad it -was aeut 
to BnUer, though from his reply, he seems to be jastified. 

I am mnch taken with the snggestion of oar Mendi mis- 
Bionaiies to have an establiahmeut at Sherbro iHlnnd to pro- 
mote tlie enltivation of cotton iu that part of Africa. What- 
do yonr committee think of it ? Why not haTe a company 
formed nt once for the purpose, with a sufficient capital to 
carry it ont ? Iiet colored men ba interested, and as they 
become qualified, take the wiiole management and owner- 
sliip if they choose. It would I think, aid very mnch in 
promoting civilization and miglit be a Bonrce of great profit 
to those engaged in it. There shoald be a good store opened 
there and a vessel or vrasels t« send the cotton to market — 
owned by the concern. I would engage in the undertaking 
myself if younger, and even now, if better men cannot be 
found for it. Let me know what you think ot it. I hope 
the South will I ns(K( OQ "theirrighta" till slavery is abolislied. 
If is oar only hope of getting rid ol slavery. There can be 
no pennanent peace tiU slavery is abohshed. Dr. Tyng 
ucta nobly. 

I am glad yon are now so well accommodated as to the 
office. I wish I had a few thousands to hdp yon to keep the 
wheels in motion. "The Lord reigns, and his ways are not 
as our ways." It may be the time for na to stand and he- 
hold the wonderful workings of His providence. 
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(New Haten, Oct. 31, 1861. 
.... Wo were much gratified wiUi our attendance at the 
umiverBaiy, and ttimk it wiia admirHbly maitaged and sus- 
tained ia aU its parts. I hope noon to see it photographed in 
print, and donbt not it will do the society much good, if well 
presented. I£ the whole church could have been present to 
hear the speeches it would have been advanced a whole gen- 
eration in its progress millennium-ward. 
New Haven, Anj. 1, 1802. 
.... I am Horry you are a sufferer from headache. This 
is Ein old compkint of mine, and I have rarely a day's free- 
'■ dom from it, and yet have never allowed it to debar mo from 
the duties of life, though it has often curtailed its plenBures. 
^L New HivEN, Jan. 31, 1S6}. 

^H I acquiesce in your wish in respect to the donation in 

^P your hands, bat would prefer not to have the recipient know 
whence it comes. Should the war last over a year or two 
longer, I ha-vc the prospect of having my ability to contrib- 
ute to objects of benevolence much abridged, as my future 
rasources are chiefly in Virginia, where it will I auppoBe be 
difficult to operate while the war lasta. 

April 18, 1803. 
Death is fast weakening our ties to this world and admon- 
ishing OS that the time of our departure also is at hand Let 
ns, my dear brother, keep our lamps trimmed and biirning, 
while we do with our might whatever our hands find to do 
in advancing the oause of righteousness on the earth. 



Kkw Hii-EN, Oct. 3, 18G3. 
Tou have brought mo so much in your debt by yonr two 
long and valued letters that I despair of eitricatiiig myself, 
but 1 know you wiU. value tidings from the paternal roof oven 
though brief and otlierwiae not very interesting. . . . IJet us, 
my dear daughter, look to our heavenly Father for a contin- 
a of the Itind care we hove hitherto eiperienced, and 
with grateful hearts submit without repining to the trials of 
I life, and may they serve to weaken OTir hold on time and 
L ns for t}io t'ujoyiuentfl of heaven. With much love to 

- and L ■. yoiu' affectionate father, 

ABTHUK TAPPAN. 
16 
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XXV. 



Hb loved to resort to the cemetery, where reposes 
the dust of so many of his valued Meiida, and the 
friends of God and man. Especially was he drawn to 
the grave of his beloved wife, the centre of his earthly 
affections while sojourning in this vale of tears, and 
the object of his meditations in the bright world to 
which he had so good reason to beheve she had 
departed. He would ruminate also upon the place 
by her side, where he expected soon to rest. This 
v/iiB not, however, a gloomy reflection, for he knew 
in whom he beheved, and anticipated with some 
satisfaction the time when he should be united to 
his wife, his departed children, his parents, the 
friends with whom he liad been associated in be- 
nevolent enterprises, those for whom he had labored 
so much, 'and "to the general assembly and church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and 
to God the Judge of all, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect; and to Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant." 

He loved his surviving children and grand-cliil- 
dren, and other relations; he took much interest in 
passing events, and especially in the great conflict in 
which the country was involved. On the triumph 
of our forces depended the hberties of the slave, 
and the welfare of the nation. He looked forward 
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with confident expectation, to the time wlien the 
Boutbem Confederacy would bo broken up, the en- 
slaved set free, and the triumph of free matitutions 
complete and glorious. His confidence was founded, 
not so much in the prowess of our arms, splendid as 
they were, as in the righteousness of our cause, and 
the promises of the Almighty. He knew fuU well 
that the North had been wickedly in a political 
le with the South in oppressing the man of 
color, and by ite connivances, apologies, state and 
national enactments, its preaching, its hterature, its 
fellowship with slaveholders, in church and stat-e, 
and in benevolent and ecclesiastical associations 
■without rebuke. 

He believed that the free states were guilty, in 
the sight of heaven and earth, for their alliance with 
the slave states in pohtical and religious affiliations, 
and deserved the punishment inflicted upon them in 
the loss of life and treasure. He heheved also that 
God, in his retributive justice, had brought desola- 
tion and destruction upon the South for its flagitious 
cruelty to the colored man. Still, he anticipated 
that order would be brought out of confusion, that 
hberation would be given to the slave, and that 
peace and prosperity would revisit the land, in ful- 
filment of the prediction: " Surely the wi'ath of man 
shall praise thee ; and the remainder of wrath shalt 
thou restrain." 

The following letters, addressed to his eldest 
daughter, who then resided in a distant state, evince 
the deep interest he took in her welfare, and that 
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of her fatherless children. They are inserted with- 
out abridgment, as a specimen of the affection be 
manifested towards them in their trials, as well as 
the pleasant retrospect he took of the scenes of his 
earlier Kfe : 

New Haten. October B. !86S. 

I have acknowledged jonr last letter to me, but I few I 
failed to express sufficiently Low much plenaure your letters 
give ma I assuiB you I prize them highly, and a" 
glad to have them often, and only regret that I am able to 
make you no better return in the same way. You must find 
your happineaa increased by having your sister with you. I 
hope you may both derive great benefit from the waters, as 
I doubt not you will from the pleasQut company usually met 
with ut Saratoga. 

I have spent much pleasant time there, with your mother, 
in days gone by, and have witnessed a wonderful improve- 
ment in lier health in a short time. Onc« I took liei there 
and to Lake George, when ho feeble that she was scarcely 
able to sit on a horse. At first, I got her on a gentle one, 
aod only walked him a short distance, increasing the distanos 
and the quality of the animal each day. Tlie second week we 
went on horseback to Lake George, being two days on the 
way. There we sjient another weelt, riding, and sailing on 
that beautif m1 lake, and then her health was so rnnch better, 
that we rode the eighteen miles to Biu'atoga without alight- 
ing, and the next day loft for home, her health being qiiita 

restored. I hope you and deaj' K may be equally favored, 

as your mother was, in. the attainment of the blessing of 
health, without which all other temporal blessings seem of 
little value. 

E is now my housekeeper, and we get along very 

pleasantly. I am sorry you Lave cause for so much ansiely 

on W 's account, and rejoice with you that he haa ia 

Alfred E -'s family such kind friends near lum. 

With much love to yourself, Ffluny, Lizzy, and to dear 
Catbarine, lour father, 

ARTHDR TAPPAN. 
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New Haven. Out. 27, 18(13. 

I miist wiite yon a tew linsB to thank you for yoiu' loug 
and good letter of the 22d. I am gliul to leai'a thnb your 
health coutiimea to improre, and that yoa have the prospeut 
of a comfortable winter witb your dear children in the Amer- 
ican Babylon. Last week I was from boiae abont tour days, 
attending the auniverBflry of the American Miaaionary Asso- 
ciation at Ho^ikinton, Mobs. We hod ft very iutereating meet- 
ing. As I was within twenty or thirty miles of Boston, I was 
strongly inclined to accompany brother Lewis and his wife 
there, and mitke a short risit to brothers John and Oharles, 
but was deterred by regard to Eliza's loneliness at home. 

I think you have tUo promise of a very happy winto:, and 
I rejoice at it, uud I hope that your spiritual bleiisings will 
be also greatly multiplied. 

I rejoice to leam from you that K appears to bo 

pretty well, and is likely to return home with improved health. 
You must have had a very pleasant time together. 

E and I get along very pleasantly. She takes to 

housekeeping with a zest, and eyeiytliing goes on well. I 

was absent when F 's bii'thday anniversary occurred, bnt 

learn she bad a little party to celebrate it, H^ — - being the 
bean in general 

I feel that we have all great cause for gratitude to our 
Heavenly Parent for his imnnmbered blessings, and I am 
truly thankful to him that so many of my dear children fuid 
grandchildren have hearts to appreciate his goodnesa. Ob, 
how much it would add to my happiness to be able to feel 
that nil of them were in good earnest, seeking the salvation 
of their souls. 

With much love to K — — and to F and L , 

Your affectionate father, 

AETHUR TAPPAN. 
New HiVEK. D«c, B, 1S03, 

Yon remind me through E that I am in your debt. 

Now H8 I love to be "in debt" to my children when I tliink 
they love me, you furnish me Tvith a rea.'Son fur aot wiitiiiij. 
ButI will not take (wlvantiigo from it, and ■would gladly fill a 
sheet if 1 had topics that would interest you. You must 
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remember thnt ymi are in the London of oni' country, where 
every great interest oentrps, and tho air teems with news trom 
the four quarters of the world. 

My life is & very quiet one. Home is precious to me, for 
here every thing reminda me of the dear departed, whose 

image ia ever present to me. E^ is ever busy in endeav- 

oriug to make home plensant, and Bucceeds very well. I 
enjoy reading, and have just finished Irving'a Washington, 
four volumes large octavo, borrowed of our kind neighbor 
Gktodrioh. I have read it cow tor the first time, and with 
great interest. It is written in ft style worthy of the theme, 
Rnd has mnch that was new to me. I hope to liave mtieh 
intereBting reading from onr neighbor, who kindly offers Ilia 

books to us. Continue, my ilear C ■, to enliven my lone- 

liness by telling me all that interests yon, and do not delay 
writing because I am in your debt, for I love to be bo to my 
dear children. 

My rheumatism is somewhat abated. I walk with perfect 
ease, and re^t well at night. My appetite is good, and I am 
very well except the pain in my spine and hips wlien sitting 
or stooping. 

With much love to each one, your father, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, 

The following were addressed to his brother, the 
compiler : 

Nkw HiVKN, Dec, 2S, IBfiS. 
It is a great satisfaction to mo, and must also be to all who 
have befu your anA my co-workers for the slave, to see the 
change that ia going on. I have felt from the beginning of 
the war that God had taken our canso in hand, and would 
work it out in his own time and manner. We may stand still 
and witness bis glorious manifestations. 

In the following letter he refers to some extracts 
from the Scriptures received from an elder brother, 
and to the reply of the celebrated Dr. Abernethy of 
London to a person who bad apphed to him to know 
ll he could cure the rheumatism : 
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Nbw Haven, Jnlj 25, IBBt. 

. . . . T want them or a copy in my portfolio, to be a con- 
stant monitor and quickener in my pilgrimnge. I retain no 
copy, uDil will thank yoa for one, or the originnL . . . 

I am satisfied you are correct, that there is no cure for the 
TheumatiEm bat "patience and flannel." I have tided, I 
believe, every other prescribed, remedy, and am no better, 
and now look for relief only from warm weather. As an 
aggravation, I have the cramp in one of my legs most of the 
night, and find no effectual remedy. Caa you teli me of 
one ? I am thankful my health was spared to me while my 
dear wife waa with me. A kind Providence so ordered it, 
and 18 now, I think, preparing mo to follow her. 

Ever Tigilant to notice and condemn 
" The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely," 
he wrote the annexed letter to the same, to call 
attention to the report of a glaring instance of vil- 
lanj perpetrated upon a Mend of the slave in a dis- 
tant state, published in the New York Tribune : 

New HiVEN, July 22, 1861. 
Ton have or will doubtless read the account in io-day'e 
TYibime, I think that this and similar developments of the 
fiendish character of slavery should at this time be spread 
broiuleast over the tree states. We are in danger of having 
a peace with the South which, will leave the hjdra-headed 
monster alive again to curse our country. My object in 
writing to you now is to inquire what you and I con do tow- 
ards averting bo great a calamity. No time is to be lost. 
Will yon give it your immediate attention, that we may, if 
possible, avert the evil, and have tlie satisfaction to reflect 
that we have done our duty ? If money is wanted, I will do 
wliiit I can, and try to influence others. Do you know, and 

if not, will yoH ascertain how Mr. F is situated peenni- 

aiily ? The hearts of tiiousaads will be open to secure him 
the comforts Lo has been so long deprived of. Give me liis 
reddenoe if you can. 
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Work was liis elemeut ; not that he loved it for 
the emolnment it often bidnga, but for its own sake, 
" the labor itself being a pleasure," and because he 
could aid others in their chosen employments. In 
the Americati Missionary Association he felt a pecu- 
liar interest. It had his pecuniary offerings to as 
great an extent as bis means afforded, and it had 
hia best wishes, amd abore all else, his prayers. He 
desired to contribute in addition his personal labors 
in furtherance of its objects. Hia ambition was not 
to occujiy a position, but to contribute substantial 
help, and he would therefore have been willing, if 
the opportunity occui-retl, to fill any station, how- 
OTer subordinate, that would give him plenty of 
■work iQ a good cause. Surrounded as he was in Ms 
chosen retreat with an affectionate family, and with 
cultivated and refined society, he often felt, not 
ennui, but dissatisfaction that he could labor so lit- 
tle in the cause of reforms. He seemed to think 
slightly of past labors, and panted, as it were, to 
engage in new moral conflicts, forgetting that hia 
powers of body and mind were enfeebled by ad- 
vanced life. 

He was continu&lly watching for opportunities to 
help the officers of the association, whenever they 
, were providentially absent from the missionary 
rooms, or disabled by illness. We have hod evi- 
dence of this in his frequent letters to the treasurer, 
and he gave many other proofs of his desire to be 
useful in a cause he loved so well, Besides, he 
knew that exercising his faculties ett'engthcncd them. 
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This year scTeral of his former clerks addresaed 
& letter to liim that gave him much gratification : 

New Yuhk, ThantugivuiK Daj, Nov. 21, 18S1. 
To ARTHna Titrtv, Esq. : 

Venkrable Fkieno : The question of the abolition of 
slavery, we think, has been ■vTitnaUy decided in the reoent 
presidential election, and the cause of justice lias triumphed. 
Slavei'j on this continent is to die. We who subscribe to 
this letter were formerly clerks in your employment, and we 
beg leave to offer yoa trai hearty eongratulfttions. 

We bear witness to your fidehty to tbe great eanse of 
human freedom, years ago, when it cost much to be faithful. 
Tou put reputation, time, talents, money, all you had at stoke 
for this canse. Your store wna mobbed, and attempts were 
made to injure your bn»ineas ; your former friends forsook 
you ; but you did not flinch. 

Your heroic example deeply impressed the minds of ths 
yonng men by whom you were surrounded, the most oE whom 
have emnlatod your example, and now remain faithful to the 

Now, in the evening of your days, you behold almost 
Qccomplished the bberation of the slaves ; and we sincerely 
trust that the kind Providence which hits watched over you 
hitherto may grant in his mercy, tliat when yoiu" eyes close 
on the scene of your labor in tin's world, you may have the 
joy to know that not one slave remains to be freed on the 
American continent, and when you open them in that better 
and brighter world you may receive the plaudit of, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant." 

BETH B. HDNT, 
HENRY C. BOW 



theodore m'nambb, 
reuben towne, 
waltek p. doe, 
edWin WILLCOX. 



ITINO, 



He made the following reply : 

New Hatbn, Dec. fi, 186*, 
BjtTH B. HnNT, PJtq. 

Deab Sib : I have the cnramnnication from yonrsi-lf and 
other esteemed friends, whom I recognize as once in my 
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employ, aud for whom I entertain a lively regard. Tluinka 
to a kind Providence, my warfare against slavery w 
glad with self-interest, and that I have a prospect, although 
in my seveaty-ninth year, of living to see the hydra-headed 
monster expelled {rum our beloved country. 

From the tenor of the paper yon have sent me, I am led 
to infer that all the signers sympathize with me in the hope 
of a blessed eternity. This adds in my estimation greatly to 
its valne. I shall be happy to renew my noquaintanee, should 
Providence at any time throw either yourself or the other 
aignera in my way. .... 

Please let the other signers read this, and to each I send 
my kind regards. 

Very truly yonra, 

AETHtni TAPPAN. 

Mr. Theodore D. Weld, some time before Mir. 
Tappan'a decease, returned several letters he bad 
in past years received from him ; and in an accom- 
panying note to one of his daughters expressed a 
wish that a memoir might be written of his life. In 
his letter Mr. Weld says : 

You may well say of your father that his hfe will speak 
for him. It has and does, and ever will. Sach integrity, 
conscientious Melity, and true independence ; such simple, 
unwavering directness in duty ; such sincerity, exact truth, 
absence of all self-seeking ; a, benevolence most prodigal in 
its outlay, yet wholly unostentationa ; a moral courage that 
withheld no jot of utterance ot action through fear of oblo- 
quy, and yet ever qidet and andefiant ; with a sense of jus- 
tice BO quick and intense, that it seemed equally u principle 
and a passion. 

The preemineut traits of your father's character so im- 
preaaed me during the years ot our mutual coopemtion, that 
I have ever since felt as though the world would be robbed 
of its own, if not furnished with a record of his life by some 

le who knew him best aud con adequately appreciate his 

iii-th. 
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The war, its causes, and its probable results 
occupied mneh of hia thoughts. He was fontl of 
peace, and much as he hated slavery he Lad never 
desired that the slaves should gain their freedom by 
the effusion of blood. The Auti-Slaveiy Society, at 
its formation, in 1833, inserted in its constitution a 
clause to this effect : " But this society will never, in 
any way, countenance the oppressed in vindicating 
their rights by resorting to physical force." 

Its founders were men of peace, and they be- 
lieved in the potency of moral suasion, relying also 
upon both the promises and warnings of the Al- 
mighty Etjler of nations. They believed that preju- 
dice would wear away; that the beneficial workings 
of emancipation in the West Indies would open the 
eyes of our slaveholders to see the unprofitableness 
of slave compared with fi-ee labor; that Congress 
would ere long abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia; that as slaveiywas rapidly disappearing 
under other governments, their example would influ- 
ence our own to carry out the evident expectations 
of the founders of our government ; and that self- 
interest, wiser counsels, pohtical considerations, and 
other motives would ere long lead to the abohtdon 
of American slavery. 

There were sagacious men, among the theoretical 
and practical aboHtionists who thought differently. 
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The former, in view of tha character of Southern 
men, and the diffusion of inteUigence among the 
slaves, thought, if they did not desire it, that 
"powder and ball" were the only arguments that 
would be effectual with the slaveocrata of the South- 
em states. The latter included those who, while 
acknowledging the influence of moral suasion, be- 
lieved that the retributive justice of God requii'ed 
the condign punishment of slaveholders. They 
reasoned thus : The Almighty has never permitted 
nations to ti-ample npon the rights of mankind with- 
out inflicting npon them severe chastisements. Both 
sacred and profane history boar evidence of this. 
Now, as nations are punished in lids world for their 
evil doings, while men in their individual character" 
are jndged in the future, it is certain that a nation 
persisting in transgression wiU meet with Divine 
chastisement. This being the case the vials of 
CJod's wrath will sui'ely be poured out upon a people 
like alaveholding Ameiica. 

Among the wise and good men who embraced 
the anti-slavery doctrines, and beheved in the duty < 
of moral suasion whUe they expected the judgment 
of God upon our guilty nation, was Eev. Dr. John 
Black of Pennsylvania. In answer to the question 
put to him, thirty years or more, since, "What will 
be the result of slaveholding in the United States?" 
he unhesitatingly replied, "I beheve that it will end 
in blood ; God's retributive justice seems to require 
it." But probably neither Thomas Jefferson nor 
John Black evei' imagined tiiat the North would 
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Buffer equally with the South in the overthrijw of 
slavery. The late war hud not been long waged, 
however, before abolitionists generally, Christijin 
and unchristian, recognized the arm of Divine Jus- 
tice wielding the avenging sword for the piinishiueut 
of a NATION, North and South, that Lad bo long, 
as slaveholders, or the abettors of slaveholding, 
trampled upon human rights, defying the an'ows of 
the Almighty. 

The early abolitiouiste, including the founders of 
the Republic and those who established the more 
recent anti-slavery Bocieties, believed that argument 
and persuasion, and the progress of peaceful events, 
would lead to the discontinuance of human bondage 
in this laud. Like Melaucthon, who, when a young 
man, had such confidence in the powei" of truth, that 
he exultantly said to his elder and more experienced 
brother, Martin Luther, "liet me go abroad, pro- 
claiming the glorious doctrine of the Reformation, 
and in sis months all Germany will embrace it," so 
they anticipated the speedy triumph of freedom. 
The sagacious reformer did not like to extinguish 
the hopes or dampen the courage of his youthful 
associate and therefore replied, "Go, my brother, 
and see what you can do." It is said, that within a 
year, the amiable and disappointed Melaucthon 
returned. "What succeaa have you had?" inquu-ed 
Boetor Lather. "Ah," said he, " I found old Adam 
too strong for yoimg Melancthon !" 

Such was the experience of the abolitionists. 
The slaveholdeiB, with few exceptions, were deaf to 
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their argtunents and expostulations; a large major- 
ity of the merchants, manufacturers, and various 
tribes of business men throughout the country, be- 
lieved that emancipation would bring rbin, instead 
of prosperity; pohticians, including the newspaper 
interest, derided; ministers of the gospel, so called, 
not only at the South but at the North, attempted 
to justify slaveholding from the Scriptures, at least 
apologizing for the system, if not defeniliug it. 

Thus the deluded people put their fingers in 
their ears, and rushed forward. The God of the op- 
pressed, wearied with the obstinacy of the nation, 
commiserating the sufferings of the enslaved, Hjr 
patience and long-suffering exhausted, permitted a 
civil war, such as no previous age had ever witnesa- 
ed. And while the scales of justice were for a long 
time held in poise, and doubts were felt as to the 
possibility of subduing the rebelhon, the adminis- 
tration, perceiving that aU was lost unless slavery 
was abolished, proclaimed liberty to the four mill- 
ions in bondage. They did not at first design to 
abolish the iniquitous system, but did it at length 
to save the government. It was not, therefore, an 
act of humanity so much as of pohtical necessity. 

When the determination of President Lincoln 
and his cabuiet became known there was a general 
acquiescence. Abolitionists, as well as others, ap- 
plauded the act, and were wilhng to accomplish the 
object in view, at whatever coat. God seemed to 

: with pity upon a reformed, if not a penitent 

pie, and gave peace to the country. 
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No man, it is believed, felt greater interest in 
public afi'aiia at this eventful period, tlian did Mr. 
T.ippan. From a journal kept by his eldest ddugh- 
ter the following extracts are made : 
I From Ilia quiet home in New Haven, father watched the 

I great events of the war, and with special interest ayery indi- 
cation that freedom would be proeioimed t^ the slave. He 
I waited to tlie reading-room and the postolHce every mom- 
I ing, and had alwaya a 7^-ibune or THmes, to read aloi)d at 
I home ; and his comments were always interesting. When 
I ■word came of the election of Abraham Lejcoln as President 
of tlie United States, he said, with a trembling voice, "Let 
OB thank God." At family worship, that morning, he prayed 
I as nsnal for our country, and thanked God that he Iiad not 
deserted us on account of our sins. He prayed that we might 
now have men in ofBce, who would fear God, walk humbly 
I fcefora liim, and do justly. He prayed that the country 
might be no longer a hissing and a byword among the nations, 
I but a model nation to all the world ; that through us Christ's 

kingdom might bo advanced throughout the earth. 
I JoiiT, 1862. Opinions are very diverse about the general- 

ship ot the war. Wa askedfatlier what he thought on the sub- 
ject. "Strategy, atratagy," said he, "that is all we can say, 
when we don't want to condemn; all this delay is helping 
the Southerners, giving them time to raise troojia and 
strengthen themselves." But he added, "The best WKy is, 
not to condemn, but to wait patiently, and trust in Provi- 
dence. I firmly beheve that God will put au end to slavery 
by this war. He is the Great General " " But, father," said 
we, "think of the thousands of young men, who are dying 
of fever in the swamps and camps, who have not the satiafflc- 
. tion of feeling that they are dying for tlieir country." He 
I tephed : " They give their example of being loyal men, will- 
I ing to fight and die for their country. If I wore a joung 
' man," (this lip said very earnestly,) "I would whjjnolv lay 

I DOWN MY LIFE IP 1 COmj} HELP FBBB KY COUNTRY FROM 

I Bi^VESY ; better lose half the men in it, than not have slave- 
ry abolished," 
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OuBof usBaid: "Father, wLen yoa began toworktohava 
the iibvca trpeiJ, you diila't expect to live to see it ?" He 
said: "No," and pointing up to tte aty, he iitlded; "It t 
like looking up there, to see where hearen ia — it aeemed 
far oft tilt it was there." 

After the proclomtttioa of emaucipatjon, ^ friend said to- 
him, "Mr. Tappan, yonTiave lived to see a great day." He 
replied irith emphnsia ; "Yea, I am satisfied now." But 
later he expressed fears that the colored people would uot get 
the riglit of anf&oge ; and he grieved over every accouut he 
read of their wrongs and ill-treatment. 

One of us said to hiiu, "How heart-rending are those 
accoimta from our imprisoned soldiers." He replied; "Yes, 
they are horrible, but God allows this to show to the world 
the hideousness of slavery. It will be printed and go down 
to the latest generation, to show what alnvery oan (]o. It was 
a great power, and needed a great revolution to break it op, 
such as man, without God's help, conld not bring about." 
And he said to as; " We shall not probably Lave much mors 
time to meet in this world; in five years I shall be of the age 
when my father died, and most of Ids family also ;" and then 
ho brought out a genealogical chart, with the names of his 
oncestoTB in order, aeveral generations back, a long list, most 
of them having died with a good hope in Christ. 

Apbil, 1865. Aftar the murder ot President Lincoln, 
one of ns said to father, " What a calamity has come npon 
ns. " His reply was, ' ' I don't know that it will be a calam- 
ity, but it is a horrible thing that has been done. Ood will 
overrule it tor the good of our country. He has our country 
in hand, and will bring it out all right. He saw that we 
needed this. Lincoln would have been willing to die, could 
he have seen that it was best tor the country. This is the 
fruit of sLivery. It was a. kind Providence that his death was 
so easy. He probably died without pain." 

When in the meridian of hie days, he made what 
he thought might be Lis last "Will and Teetament. 

The wiiter of this naiTative, to whom it was shown, 
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Well remembera some of its proTiaions. He, at thut 
time, was considered a rich man, and believed him- 
self that his means were quite ample. His beqnests 
and legacies were such as a Clu'istiaii should make. 
The provision for hia family and for the education 
of his children, was amply sufficient, bat the largest 
part of his wealth was given to benevolent objects. 

Tliat wiU became of no value, when he found by 
experience that riches certainly make themselves 
■wings and " fly away as an eagle toward heaven." 

Duiing the last year of hia life he had some cor- 
respondence with his brother and former partner 
.about making a will, and he seemed at the time to 
relinquish the idea. He possessed but httle proper- 
ty in addition to the house and lot left by their moth- 
er, at her decease, to two of his daughters, andbeliev- 
ed that his other children would have sufficient 
property of their own. What he had he concluded 
to bequeath to them. It would seem that at the 
date he supposed himself to be worth more than he 
actually was.* 

In June, 1865, he addressed the foUoving letter 
to hia brother in Brooklyn : 

Nkw HiVKN, June B, '60. 

Deab Bkothee Lewis : It is quite time that I ncknowl- 

edged yours of the22d lilt. lam ngainin goodlieolththnnka 

to a kind Providence. Yestei'dnywewere highly gratified by 

ft very imespected visit from Brother John nnd hia invalu- 

I Able wife. He sent on his bnggiigo and thus, relieved of oil 

' The will is dated May 31, 18(15, and the execntors nnmed 
re Hey. Chttimcej Goodrich, Henry D. White, Esq., and Williajm 
L. Kiugfiley, Esq. 
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care, was able to make us a visit of BevBral hours, leaving i 
the evening train, expecting to sleep in Boston. I was highly 
pleased at so niiexpectetl a visit from one ao dear to me, and 
to whom I owe, under Providence, all I am and have been 
for this world.* I was glad to flud his health better than I 
had supposed it was, and that it cost him less effort to walk. 
I think he is likely to live Kome yea,ru yet and wish I could 
Bee more of him than I can expect to. 

I feel that mj travelling days are over, and that if I see 
my brothers it must bo at my own home, where they and 
theirs will be always welcome. But we shall soon, I trusty 
be gathered ia heaven where precious re-unions await us. 

What is to be the future of oni country is known only to 
the Most Higb, but I have irom the beginning of the war 
felt that God would overrule all the seeming evils of it to his 
glory, and the ultimate good of our nation and the world. 
With much love to your loved ones at home, 

Your affectionate brother, AHTHtlH. 

New BiVEV, Jnly fl, ISM. 
Dkab Bbotheb : I have yours of the 4th, and thank yon. 
for your kind attention to my business, which, as you say 
truly, under like circumstances it will ever give me pleasure 
to reciprocate. 

I agree with you in rejoicing to see the day of universal 
freedom in our country, and feel ready to say now, "Lord, let 
thy servant depart in peace, for I have seen the Divine bless- 
ing resting on the efforts of thy servants for the poor slaves." 
With much love, A. TAPPAN. 

Mb. Lewib Taffah, Brookijn, N. Y. 

To his brother in Boston he wrote the following, 

not long before his death, supposed to be the last 
letter written by him: 

* His brother John, to whom this letter was shown, protests 
against this affectionate exaggeration of what he lias dons for his 
brother Arthur, and supposes iliat he only ollndes to peonniaty 
matters, as his moral and religions training was principally by his 
sainted mother, to whom, under Ood, all the cliildceu ara ao 
largely indebted. 
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Nbw HiVBS, July 12, ISM. 

Deab Chables ; I thank yoa for your invitation to visit 
yon. At present I hove no expectation of leaving home thin 
Bummer. My health is very good, and I am very happy with 
my children ; but indeed I feel that my travelling days are over. 

1 am glad that yon have a daughter too, to love you, und 
core for yon, in jonr old age. Our dear children will soon 
know us no more in this life, and it will be a source ot hap- 
piness to them, when we are gone, to be able to reflect that 
they did all they could to make oui last daya happy. In the 
mean time we must repay their love to us now in every pos- 
sible way. Witli love to your dainghter. 

Tour affectionate brother, ARTHOR. 

Mb. CHABLEa TA^PiN, Boaton. 

The following is the conclusion of bis eldest 
daughter's narrative: 

Mat 3. Father has had a serious illneaa, from & heavy 
cold, with fever, aud has kept his bed several daya. He said 
to us: "This sickness reminds me I aLall nut be long here. 
"We most lova each other ; before long we shall arrive, I hope, 
ftt a good port, where we shall not be separated any more. It 
irill be a good one if we choose to have it so. Tor ever with 
the Lord, we hope." 

He was attacked with a bowel complaint and fever on the 
16th of July, 1SS5, and from the first his brain sympathized, 
and his miitd wandered at intervals. He repeated part of 
the hymn his mother taught liim, "When ail thy mercies, O 
my God." He suffered hut little pain, and it required much 
persuasion to keep him in bed. On Friday he could not swal- 
low, but his lipa wore moistened. On Saturday he was con- 
scious, when roused and spoken to. An honr before his 
death — Sabbath morning— he looked upward, and an inde- 
Boribablo espresaion ot awe came over him, as if he saw glo- 
lies hidden to us. Thus he passed peacefnlly to bis eternal 
rest. 

Another daughter, Mrs. M , has furnished 

the following memoranda during the progi'ess of this 
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uarrative. The paper was not written for publica- 
tionj but for hints to the compiler, who does not 
like to abridge it essentially or withhold it, as the 
incidents, like the Ughta and shades of a picture, 
however minute in themselves, are necessary to give 
a faithful portraiture of the deceased. His children 
have submitted the papera they have severally writ- 
ten to the discretion, of the compiler, and he desires 
to show their affectionate attachment to their father, 
and to use their pencil sketches to illustrate more 
fully his domestic character. Mrs. M says : 

I wish something might be Gaid of father's lore for sister 
Fanny Seymour, and of her benutifii) rehgioua character, 
that won his love. He uaecl to call her the " Morning Star." 
Has imcle spoken of father's feavlcssnesa at the time the mob 
ftttacked hia house in Bose-street, and how he went among 
them disguised ju some way 7 I have heard him say that 
Bome iuTidble power seemed to hold them back, and prevent 
them from doing what they appear to have designed. Also 
of hia going to the wharf at ten o'clock at night, to wait for 
the New Haven boat, at the time a vessel was said to be wait- 
ing in the harbor for him, after a price had been offered for 
his head ? 

Father was very plain in bis taste ; he disUked jewelry 
and other ornaments for mere show. He also disapproved 
of wearing monrning apparel, and for this leasou among 
others, because the poor often run in debt to obtain it. 

He had no fears of deatli ; so he told my mother-in-law 
during her last sickness. She said, "I wish I could feel as 
he does." He replied, "I could go at onee joyfully, if snm- 
moned." 

He preferred home and my mother's society to that of any 
company. He would saj, " I ought uever to have been maiv 
ried, tor my headaches make me so unsocial and unable to 
add to the happiness of my family." 

Father's feelings were so strong for the home missionariee, 
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Ilihftt when I retnrnod from our society ami reod to Iiira Uie 
letters brought from them, teUiiig of their privations and 
needs, he would express so mndi for them, and dL'sire so to 
help them more than he coiild oSbrd to do, that I at Inst 
desiBtfld from letting iiim know their appeals. So of old Mr. 
Bntler, a colored man who worked for us at times. He 
insisted npon giving to this worthy old man his drawers find 
other flannel thnt he needed for Ids own use. Also of an old 
colored man who was blind, and a boggar on the streets of 

IKew Haven. My father wonld never pass him without giv- 
ing him money ; anil it was the same wlaen the poor blind 
. man followed him to the door. 
In his last sickuesa he was ill only ono week. I had the 
privilege of spending the la.st evening witJi him that he waa 
down Btairs. He was very cheerful, and went to bed as well 
■s usiml apparently, so that we were surprised the nest morn- 
ing that he did not rise. Dr. Charles L. Ives was called in, 
but father's symptoms did not give way under his treatment 
On Wednesday, just before sunset, he took up the New York 
Fi'ibtme, dehberately put oa his glasses, which were lying by 
I Jtim on the bed, and turned to a short article in fine print 
I about some colored persoiis. He asked me to let him read it 
f aloud. I expressed some anxietj at seeing him reading a 
newspaper in his -week state, as lie was Tinablo to sit up in 
bed ; BO he read the artiele to himself. 

As I was reading to him, he said, with his usual thought- 

, fulness, "Don't read any longer ; aa the hght is fading," you 

1 will strain your eyes." This waa Wednesday, at or near six 

I o'clock, and he died on the foUowing Sabbath, at 7 o'clock, 

. Uncle Lewis came to see liin> on Friday afternoon. I 

I Mmember his soying to father, " I hope the Saviour's arms 

e underneath you, and that he will support yon." Father 

I bowed his head, aa it was the only reply he could make ; but 

I his bow and manner were such — so solemn and significant — 

I that I felt sure he nnderstood just what his situation was. It 

as if he had said : " I know that I am going to die, and I 

I feel ready to go, if it be the will of God." 

The nest morning ho seemed very comfortable, and es- 
I pressed mnoh pleasure respecting the Mnd attentions of Uz. 
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Brown, wlio took care of hira throngli the night. But ufter- 
wards, Mr. Brown told me, he liail refused auj further nonr- 
ishment. Immediat^y I prepared, sorae light food, and going 
to the aide of the bed, endeavored ver; gently to orouee him 
from the lethargy into which he had fallen. 

As I said, " Father, yon will take it from me ; yon know 
me ?" at once his whole face lighted up with such a look of 
affection aa 1 ahall never forget. He moved his Kpa several 
times quickly, us if he would exprsBS his feeliugu, but he 
oould not speak. It was the last recognition. 

On Sunday morning early Mr. Brown told me tliat my 
father could not Uve more than on hour or two. I Bent at 
once for my kind friend, almost brother, Eer. Cliauncey 
Goodrich, and he remained with uh until all was over. I bud 
drawn near to father to speak to him, hoping he would recog- 
nize me. Hia eyes were open, and it seemed as if he were 
gazing intently on some scene before him, uuconscioiis of all 
about him, and looking into the far-off laud. Never before 
had I been so impressed with tho majesty of death. 

The funeral took place on the 25tli of Jiily, 1865, 
at the late residence of the deceased, No, 84 Wall- 
street, New Haven. It was commeueement week, 
and therefore several friends of the family, who had 
come to attend the exercises in Tale College, had 
the opportunity to unite with the neighbors and 
friends in attending the fimeral. Among those pres- 
ent -were the venerable ex-President Day, then in 
his ninety-second year, and Rev. Dr. Massie, of 
England. A considerable number of colored per- 
sons also attended, to pay their respects to the mem- 
ory of one who for forty years had been the friend 
and advocate of their people. 

All the arrangements wore made with the sim- 
plicity the deceased had always approved. His 
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■ .■OOTrntenance did not indicate that the ting of ter- 
E Tors had been near to trouble him. On the con- 
I trary, it might have been said by one who did not 
I know what had occurred: "He is not dead, but 
[ aleepeth." One who had known him for many 
I years, on viewing the calm and expressive eoonto- 
F nance, said to a friend: "Look at that mouth and 
1 chin; what a detenniued will!" But there was also 
I an expression of peace and triumph. 

Rev. Dr. Bacon conducted the funeral services, 
I and on the ensuing Sabbath preached a funeral dis- 
[. course. 

Professor Ohauneey Goodrich had charge of the 

ineraL 

The following gentlemen offioiated as pall-bear- 

'era: Eev. 8. S. Jocelyn, Amos Townsend, William 

E. Whiting, William Johnson, Henry White, Esq., 

Professor James M. Hoppin, Professor Thomas H. 

Thacher, and Kev. F. L. Cardozo.* 

The procession moved to the cemetery, where 
the remaina were deposited in a grave by the side 
of his beloved wife, who had died two years pre- 
viously. 

o See Appeiidis 14. 

t Mr. Cardozo is a catiTe of Charieston, S. C, aud nt the time 
I was pastor of the colored Coogregational church in New Hftven. 
« been Becretar; of state for South Oarolino. 
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In these pages the peciJiar traits of Mr. Tap- 
pan's character have been incidentally mentioned, 
but it is reserved for the closing chapter to make a 
more full portraiture. This will not be attempted 
solely from the recollection of the compiler. The 
remembraneea of others who knew him in private 
and public life, will snpply deficiencies, and qualify 
any exaggerations affection Jaity have suggested. 

The object has been to present a tmthfiil pic- 
ture, not only in testimony of a beloved relative, but 
in honor of a man of God, who, according to his 
abUity and opportunities, consulted the best inter- 
ests of his fellow^men and the kingdom of the' Lord 
Jesus Christ, in all his labors and offerings. 

He never thought of himscJf more highly than 
he ought to think, or sought to win public favor by 
deeds of benevolence. Conscious of his imperfeo- 
tioas, and lamentbg them, he cast himself upon 
Divine mercy for forgiveness. Let us view him then 
in several aspects, as he was known in domestic life 
and among hie fellow-men. 

His (ridhfuhess. His mother's remark, when he 
was leaving his parents' roof for the perils and temp- 
tations of a city life, will be recollected: "I never 
knew him teU a he." During his whole career, it 
was tlic testimony of others, both friends and oppo- 
nents, that his veracity was unquestionable. No 
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falsehood was ever fastened upon him, or ini|iiited 
to him, by any one worthy of tlie sliglitost confi- 
dtnce. Not only so, but equivocation or evasion 
were foreign to Iiis character. He desired to ol>ey 
the Great Teacher: "Let your communication be 
Tea, yea ; Nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more than 
these Cometh of evil." 

This trait, or rather principle, led him to have 
but one price for his goods; and when he weut iuto 
the market as a purchaser, whicli he usually did in 
the earher years of his business, if ho found t)int a 
merchant had two prices, he would turn away and 
leave his store. 

He was solicitous also to have his clerks scrii- 
pulonsly refrain from all exaggerated etatonients 
respecting the quaUty of goods. One of tlioiri has 
recently said : " Soon after I went into Mr. Tappati's 
employment he observed to me, ' One thing that I 
wish to impress upon your mind as a salesman is, 
never, under any circumstances, recommend an 
article of merchandise for any more than its actual 
value, BO that those who buy of you can have tlie 
fidleat confidence in your representations.' " It has 
been said of some one that his word was as much 
rehed oil as if ho always felt tliat ho wan under the 
solemnity of an oath to speak the tnith- Tha same 
might truly be said of Arthur Tiippan. 

His integrily. No man ever juntly aoousod hiia 
of wronging any one of a cent. Tho nunieroua 
clerks in his employ, and the lai'go number of per- 
with whom he dealt, were witnesses of this. 
17 
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He woTild not soil his Iiands, nor inflict a wonnd 
upon bis couficience, bj unjust gains. If he had, 
paradventure, taken anything from any man wrong- 
fully, he would rather restore to him fourfold. 

The clerk alluded to above, says: "I lecoUect 
numerous instances, while the anti-slavery excite- 
ment coutinuecl, of persona living iu tlie Southern 
states, who came to our store to purchase goods, 
remarking: 'I do not come here to buy goods 
because I like you. I detest your principles, but I 
believe that Mr. Tappan is an honest man, and will 
deal fairly with me. That is the only reason for my 
coming to his store.' " This clerk adds : "As I was 
about terminating my engagement, aud going into 
business, Mr. Tappan took me aside, and said: 
'Never deceive anyone; tell the exact truth to every- 
body ; it is the surest way to prosper.' " 

Another clerk has remarked: "I inquired of a 
gentleman what he thought of Mr, Tappan, and he 
replied: 'Ee is a man of generous impulsea, of 
great probity, and cannot be turned from a principle 
any sooner than you can turn the East from the 
West. He is always courteous and kind, in his 
treatment of others, though he may diflor from them 
in opinion. I have found hi'in so, though I am an 
owner of slaves, while lie is an abohtionist,' " 

After his suspension, iu 1837, the largest munber 
of his creditors received his assurances that he had 
stopped payment from sheer necessity, that if he 
had gone on longer it would have been at the sacri- 
fice of their property as well as his own, and that in 
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asking for an extension he named the shortest time 
possible; and they believed him when he saiil, 
" Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all." 
At, or before the time stipulated, he did pay all, 
with interest, at a sacrifice of tens of thousands of 
dollars in extra interest. He thought it only com- 
mon honesty to pay his debts, as promptly as he 
could, meantime living prudently, in order to avoid 
the appearance of evil. 

His ivdiistry. Throughout hia whole life he was 
a busy man. No one ever saw him idle, And he 
labored as dihgently for others, whether individuals 
or societies, as he did foi- himself. "When necessity 
reqiiired it, he was up early and late, setting a good 
example to those in his employ, and fulfilling the 
direction, "Be diligent in business." 

His persuverance. This was a remarkaVile trait 
in his character. It seemed that nothing could dis- 
courage him. It was evinced when ho lost nearly, 
if not quite all he possessed in Canada, by the war 
with England, in 1812, and his commencing busi- 
ness in New York, as soon as the conflict was ended ; 
by his change of business fi'om British to India 
goods, and from the credit to the cash business 
when his importations had been attended with such 
heavy losses in 1816; by his contract with a builder 
to erect a new store, the day succeeding the disas- 
trous fire of 1835; and by numberless facts connect- 
ed with his history during his long and eventful 
life. He had confidence in a Superior power, to 
bless lawful enterprise, but he believed alee 
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" God holpa those who help themselves," and there- 
fore, relying upon Divine add, he was no sooner 
defeated in one enterprise than he entei-ed upon 
another, nothing doubting. 

His viows of sfewardship. He never forgot hia 
aceountabihty, as a steward of the Lord. It never 
entered hia mind tliat his gains were his own. He 
loved business, he was pleased with prosperity, he 
delighted in handling goods and money, he was 
gratified with domestic comforts and surrounded 
his family with them, yet he ever felt that he waa 
Eifter all but a steward ; that what he had, or could 
lawfully gain, waa not hia, but belonged to his 
Master ; that he had no right to expend hia goods 
in luxurious living, in vain show, or waste them in 
any way; that he had no right to lavish them upon 
himself or family ; that he wa-s to give an account 
of the deeds done in the body, at the Geea.t Assize. 
He therefore aimed to be, both from a sense of 
duty and fi-om inclination, a " faithful and wise 
steward." 

His religion. As a Christian he was devoid of 
ostentation and pretence. With a firm belief in the 
evangehcal faith, he relied upon the mercy of God 
through the atoning sacrifice of the Saviour, dis- 
carding all thoughts of hia good deeds as meriting 
reward in another life, although he firmly believed 
that as evidences of piety they were essential. 

He had much humility and reverence. This was 
t'.viuced in hia prayers and deportment. Ho was 
reguliir in family dovotiuna, and in attendance on 




public worship; and it is believed tliat ho was 
conatant in the devotions of the closet. A Iriend, 
who knew him intimjitely, observed that his prayers 
were remaikable for their chikllike simplicity and 
tenderness. He daily pemaed the Scriptures and* 
meditated upon them. Every one aesociftted with 
him beheved that he had communion with God and 
endeavored to lead a holy life. 

Another clerk brings to recollection the fact that 
"on the third floor of the store was a small room, 
carpeted, tliat we called the Bethel, where any one 
connected with the cstabhshment conld retire, for 
devotion, if he wished." It was used in this way by 
many connected with tlie store, especially during 
revivals of rehgion that prevailed in 1831j and sub- 
sequently. 

The nTuielfaJinrsf! that ever distinguished him is 
worthy of special remembrance, as constituting an 
element of his religious character. He felt that all 
he had, his time and money, his energy and his in- 
fluence, belonged not to him, but to the Lord, to be 
used in promoting his glory, and the good of man- 
kind. This was the pivot on which his actions 
turned. It constituted his governing principle, and 
led to that active and diffusive benevolence, that 
shone so brightly during his whole career. What 
better evidence could there be of his possessing gen- 
uine pietj' ? A man whose aim it is to be benevo- 
lent, as the mainspring of his character, from Chris- 
tian motives, and who is unselfish in his feelings and 
actions, though he may have imjiei-fectione, must 
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have the sphit of Jesus Clirist, and be accepted of 

He did not see that it was hiB duty to withdraw 
himself from attending public worship because his 
' minister aud a majority of his fellow- members in the 
church refused to come out decidedly in opposition 
to slaTery, and other enormities. Neitlier did lie 
presume to censure those who could not conscien- 
tiously continue in such connections. "Who art 
thou that judgest another man's servant? To-his 
own master he standeth or falleth," At the same 
time, when he saw how ministers of the gospel, and 
members of their churches treated the great moral 
questions of the day, the people of color, and the 
advocates of unpopular causes, he could not but 
think them greatly deficient in duty and culpable in 
the sight of God and man. 

His attendance on public worship and meetings 
of the church was constant. He sometimes felt that 
the minister was timid and vacillating, that most of 
the church members lacked sympathy with him, and 
some were violent in opposition, that the poor colored 
brethren "were obhged to sit apart fi-om their white 
brothers and sistera, in their Father's house, still he 
held on, earnestly hoping and praying for a better 
state of things. In this he was not disappointed, 
for he lived to see the commencement of a beneficial 
change, both in sentiment and practice.* 

• It wna niacvEllona ttiit n "Cbrntiim" QBSEmtly EJiouId evet 
e OTerlonlted the injiiuction of the Apostle Jiun as : "My breth- 
, have cot the fnith of oltr 
7, with respect of peiBonH. 
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He did not fear death, and when the summons 
came, it found him ready to depart. Tliough he 
did not have strength to bear much testimony in his 
dying hours, he yet left a deep conviction on the 
minds of those around him, that he leaned on an 
Almighty arm, and knew in whom he had believed. 
Dying testimony is valuable, but, after all, the life 
is the thing. He was diffident of his own piety, but 
no one ever questioned that ho was a ehUd of God 
anii an inheritor of the promises. 

He was taciturn, somewhat severe in manner, 
occasionally rigid, sometimes abrupt and impatient, 
but had within a kind heart. What was said of 
another might have been appUed to him: "His 
sternness is all outside; he is like one of the pears 
we often see, rather tough in the skin, but if you cut 
into it, you will find it quite sweet and juicy." He 
was also rather undemonstrative. All this may be 
allowed; but those who knew him most, knew that 
his pecuharitiea arose, not altogether from natural 
disposition, but chiefly from a daily headache. This 
was not an occasional trouble, as he probably never 
passed a day without feeling more or less pain in 
his head. No busmess or recreation enabled him 
to throw it off. It was chronic, and literally his 
(horn in the flesh. 

Persons who saw him in the busy scenes of mer- 

eemlil;" a rich mnn and it podr laaii. "aud ye hnve respect to 
"him tlint weareth the guy olotliint;, (inil say nnlo him, Si( thou 
hera in a good place, anrl sny tp (he poor, Stimil thou there, or ait 
here under my footstool, are ye not thtn pni'tuil in youreel'vea, and 
3i'<.- hecome judges of evil tJionghtB, ' eCo. 
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cautile life, or among strangers, or wLo witnessed 
his self-possession and gravity when presiding at 
public meetings, would hardly believe that a person 
nder such self-control and firmnoas, could evince 
) much tenderuesa of heart as he not uufrequently 
manifested, both in domestic life, and among the 
poor and afflicted. Notwithstanding the infii'mity 
alluded to, he could be, when free from harassing 
cares, ausiety, and the absorption occasioned by a 
press of business, afl'able, and even playful, mftni- 
festing an affectionate concern for those around him. 
It was remarked that if he hurt the feelings of any 
one, by undue severity, he was quick to express 
regret. This he would do even to children, and 
sometimes with tears in his eyes. 

There were other traits hi his character worthy 
of notice. He was neat and simple in dress; a 
lover of simplicity in evei-ything; tmusually abste- 
mious in eating and drinking; fmgal.yet hospitable. 
He was noted for punctuality in keeping all hia 
engagements; strict in adherence to rules ; avoiding 
circumlocution, and never practising it, or liking it 
in others ; never in a flurry, however multifaiious, 
perplexing, or pressing was the business in Land. 

It was true that he seldom joked, and was not 
pleased with being made the subject of joking; that 
he sometimes appeared unsocial; that now and then 
he was the victim of misplaced confidence in trust- 
ing to the professions of men rather than to evi-' 
deuces of their religious and moral principles; that 
he was not free from eiTors of judgment with refer- 
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ence to business and other matters. These things, 
so far aa they were faults, he lamented, and strove 
against them. If any ona thinks he was too exact- 
ing or strict, it shonld be remembered that he was 
always more severe with himself than with bis fel- 
low-men. 

His moral courage was well-known, and on more 
than one occasion he gave evidence that he possess- 
ed uncommon physical courage. It was owing to 
his unselfishness, his love of the right, and his trust 
in a superior power. He was scropulons in dis- 
charging all the duties he owed to society as a citi- 
zen and a neighbor. One who knew him well in 
these relations has said; "He was a man of great 
worth of character, of gi'eat efficiency and great per- 
sistency, and has left his mark on the age in which 
he Hved." 

Already has it been stated that he was more 
severe toward himself than toward others. This 
trait in connection with his remarkable self-posses- 
sion on all occasions, and bis consideration for those 
in his employment, was shown about the time he 
suspended payment, in 1837, when all his faculties 
were intensely exerted in efforts to raise money to 
meet his engagements. One of the youngest clerks, 
who had been sent to the bank to deposit a sum of 
money to meet the payments of the day, returned 
just before the close of bank hours, and said, "I 
have been robbed 1" It was ascertained that some 
adroit rogue had contrived, while the lad was wait- 
ing for his turn in the bank, to withdraw from the 
17* 
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deposit-book, part of the money, viz., thirty-five 
hundred dollars. Great as the disappointment was 
to lose such a sum, at such a time, Mr. Tappan 
preserved hia equanimity. He listened to the young 
clerli's story, and was silent, probably thinking that 
it had been injudicious to intrust so young a per- 
son wth a large sum of money. The clerk was 
eonthiued in hia place unrebukcd, altbough after 
this excused from making deposits of money. 

Anotlier instance that was trying to a merchant 
making extraordinary efforts to preserve his credit, 
at a time wlieu money was difficult to be procured 
at even two or three per cent, a month, was in this 
wise: for mutual convenience he had exchanged 
notes, amounting to twenty thousand dollars, with 
a neighboring merchant, who had sohcited the favor, 
to be discounted at the bank. Both notes feU due 
the same day, and each party was, of course, to 
take up his own paper. Mr. Tappan paid bis note, 
and learned, to his surprise and disappointment, 
that the other note had not been paid, so that the 
next day he was obhged to pay it himself. The 
neighbor with whom he had exchanged notes, and 
who was the endorser, had relied upon the promisor, 
a merchant of-another city, to pay the note at tha 
bank, and in default of his doing so, found himself 
unable to do it. Mr. Tappan's own payments wore 
daily so large that it requii'ed, as he thought, his 
utmost exei-tion to meet them; but he managed to 
pay this additional sum also, at considerable sacri- 
HcB, but without a tremor, or a word of censure. 
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There is an anecdote connected with the m.iber 
of the above note, that deserves record, as an illus- 
tration of the character of an upright merchant, 
and Ilia opposite. The person who signed the note 
and had ti'ansferred it to the merchant who ex- 
changed it for Mr, Tappan's note, had boasted of 
of making him his model, both as a merchant and a 
Ohi'istian. He lived in a very humble way, dressed 
witli quaker-like simphcity, and gave away many 
pious books. "The Lord has pi-ospered Arthur 
Tappan," he said, "and if I do as he did. He will 
doubtless prosper me also." Kot succeeding as be 
autioipated, he became tired, entered into specula- 
tions, moved into a styhah house, threw off hia 
plain attire, and united with a fashionable church. 
After a time he professed to be unable to meet his 
engagements, but continued to live in bis usual 
style. 

Mr. Tappan's neighbor, whose name was on the 
note, and who acted honorably in the case, said, "I 
am able to pay half of that note, and can do no 
more; you can collect the other half of the other 
party." On being appUed to, this person asserted 
that he was utterly unable to pay; that if he were 
sued it would do no good, and only injure him and 
his family. His attorney corroborated this state- 
ment. The suit was suspended, once and again, 
and renewed because of the positive assiu'ance of 
Ml'. Tappan's attorney that the refusal to pay, and 
the denial of having property, was all a pretence. 
At length, Judgment was obtained, an execution 
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isened, real estate levied upon and advertised by 
the sheriff. Even then, and up to the hour of sale, 
the debtor and hia attorney persisted in declaring 
that the suit was a cruel and heartless meagure, 
and would not yield any thing. But at the hiBt 
jnoment,-the debtor paid the amount, with interest 
and costs. He is not the only man who has aup- 
posed "that gain is godliness." 

Ml", Tappon took ninch pleasure in aiding un- 
popular causes; the rooi'e unpopular they were the 
more they secured his patronage, provided they 
were deserving. His uatui'al inclination led him 
to tliis course of action, and having, by one or mora 
acta of this nature, jeopai-dcd his reputation, he felt 
willing, after an illustiious example, to make him- 
self "of no reputation," draiviug a proper distinc- 
tion between ckaratier — what a man is — and reputa- 
tion — what men say he is. It was hia desire to 
have an irreproachable character in the sight of 
God, but for reputation, in the hght of the above 
definition, he had no especial regard. In fact, he 
beheved that a desire to preserve a good reputa- 
tion often leads to a dereliction of duty, making 
eowai'ds of men who might otherwise achieve great 
things for humanity; and that the loss of reputa- 
tion was often the means of extensive usefulness, 
loading to an abnegation of one's self in the prose- 
cution of noble deeds. 

There was another trait in his character that 
deserves notice. In giving to good objects he 
studied to do it in a way to call forth the bene- 
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factions of others, and in this way he could say,. 
"Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds." But 
he was never known to make a subscription with 
th» calculation that the condition on which it was 
made would defeat tho object in view, and thna 
gain to himself the credit of a generous act, while 
it cost him nothing. If the object was a deserving 
one, he took pleasure in affording it all the aid he 
consistently could, but having some knowledge of 
human nature, and its workings even in good men, 
he considered its tendencies, and acted in such 
matters with reference to them. 

No man was more indifferent to applause than 
himself, in consequence of any subscription he made 
to a meritorious object, though he was not gener- 
ally studious to conceal his benefactions, especially 
when his example might operate to stimnlate others. 
At the same time he refrained from all publication 
of his gifts, direct or indirect, and in his private 
character, was not disobedient to the injunction, 
"When thou doeat alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth." And the satisfaction 
derived from a consoiousnees of having done right, 
was a snfBcient and never failing reward, both for 
the amount expended and the time employed ; verify- 
ing the remark of a distinguished preacher: "There 
is no person in the world that so uniformly takes 
his pay as he goes along, as he who does good at 
the expense of his own comfort and convenience."* 

If he had hoarded money, instead of using it as 
" Eey. Henry Wftrd Beecher. 
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it was earnec!, lie might have amassed gi'eat wealth. 
But he had no ambition of the kind; through divine 
grace he laid up treaanro in heaven by constant 
offices ol benevolence on earth. Had he aq^ed 
otherwise, no one in the city probably had a better 
opportunity than 'he to become a rich man. He 
considered it more blessed to gire than to receirs 
and hoard, and experienced the tmth of the Chris- 
'tion paradox, constantly giving to good objects is 
constantly receiving. He rehed on the Divine prom- 
ise, that those who seek first the kingdom of God, 
who consecrate themselves and their gains and 
time for the advancement of the Redeemer's cause 
and the good of mankind, shall have the life that 
now is, and that which is to come. 

According to the above statements Abthtir Tap- 
PAN was a happy man, happy in regard to this life, 
and happy in view of a glorious immortality — hia con- 
stitutional infiimitiea, his buffetings, notwithstand- 
ing. Like his divine Lord and Master, he "endured 
the cross, despising the shame," striving manfully 
and bravely for the right. He has tlius left to his 
family a priceless inheritance — a good name; and 
is, we doubt not, in a better world : " There (he vnck- 
ed cease from troubling, and ike toeary are at rest. . . , 
Yea, sailh the Spirit, that they may rest from tAdr 
labors; and their works dofolhw them." 




ADDENDA. 

Thb following letter was received bj iiis danghter, Home 
months after her father's death, from William Lloyd Qar- 

BoETON, Janasr; 35, tHGS. 

My Deab Mibs Tappan : Tonr very kind letter enclosing 
a photograph of your revered tuthor, gives me inesptessible 
pleasure. This likeness better reveals his features to uiy 
recoUeetion than the one he bad the kindness to send me, 
though that is highly prized. Be assnred I shall enrefully 
preserve tliem both in my coUeotion of portraits of friends, 
the most cherished and beloved — not merely because lio was 
my liberator from tbe Baltimore prison in 1830, and among 
my earliest coadjutors in tlie then perseonted but now trinm- 
piiant cguse of the down-trodden slave, but for hia Christian 
gi'acea and virtues, making hia cbaracter illustrious and prov- 
ing hia love for God by bis love for man witbout regard to 
complexion, race, or clime. 

He was the embodiment of integrity and justice, of 
■world-wide philanthropy and genuine piefy, of true modesty 
and utter self-abnegation. He had a solid uuderstanding, a 
great conacieuoe, and a warm heart. No man was ever more 
faithful to his conrictioiis of duty, lead where it might, 
throngh the flood or through the fire. 

At all times "ready to be offered " in the sei-vico of Ond 
and tlie cause of suffering humaaity, he was serene in the 
midst of fiery trials and imminent perils, being crudfled to 
''that tear of man which bi'isgeth. a saace," and havmg his 
life "bid with Christ in God." 

There are many forniB tl 

ally burnt to ashes, le^^d^^^^^^^^^^^W^&iiuiituda, 

most trying of j| 
in the r ■ " " 
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knew him to slmnh from the croaa ? He oonld neither ba 
appaHed by mob violenee nor sedaced by woriclly interest. 
As a merchant nutiirally ileBiriiig customers, nnd a wide 
market, and baviiig an inmienae bnsiueas at stake, he liod 
the most x)owerfal temptation to avoid aa espousal of so 
nnpopulai' a cause aa that of abolition, but in the spirit at 
hia Master, be said, "Get thee behind me, Satan." Though 
not so couBpicuoualj identified with the anti-slavery strug- 
gle for some years past oa formerly, bis interest in it never 
lessened ; and now that the nation bos decreed universal 
emancipation, I doubt not that he is cognizant of the pri- 
ons event, and with tbe hberated millions rendering praise 
and tbanliHgiving to God. 

Where or what I bIiouUI have been without his benevo- 
lent interpositioii to release me from my Baltimore imprison- 
ment, it is in vain for me to conjecture. My deep indebted- 
ness I shall never forget. 

Your much obliged friend, 

WM, LLOTTJ GARRISON. 

The following letters were addressed to the compiler : 

Pktsbboko', January 27, 1370. 

My DeJlB Fhiehd: ... It gratifies me to leai'u that you 
are sketahing tbe life of yoiir brother Arthur. I held bim in 
very high esteem. He was, in my view, a remarkably ear- 
nest, sincere, solemn and boly man. ... I bad but few inter- 
views with him. Once, when breakfasting at his house, we 
conversed on the subject of caste. I can never forget tha 
deep feeling be disclosed. He said that repentance on tb6 
part of those who indulge this wicked spirit, would wet their 
cheeks with "scalding tears." How often have I recalled 
those words, "scalding tears 1" .. . 

Here and there, a man Uke Eartlet of Massachusetts, hml 
given largely to some one object, but Arthur Tappan was tba 
first man among us to make large gifts to various objects. 
No other man in the land made a use of money, at once so 
Baored and so generous. With affectionate regard, 
I remain your friend, 

GEERIT SMITH. 
Lbw!3 TArriN, Esq. 



New Havbn, Not, 16, 1869, 

My Deab Bbotheb ; . , . About the "new cemeteiy" ol 

f which JOH apeak, aud the colored people, I am unable to in- 

i focm joii, but the cemetery in Grove-street where the remaiua 

of your brother now rest, has witnessed the cbfluge to which 

L yoa refer. Originally the colored people were asaigueil a 

pOHition on the extrene western aide of the ground. In the 

avengiugs of time aud of blindfolded juMtioe, this spot bns been 

Burronnded by the graves of the rich, the great uud the 

e, aud their hiunble gi'tivestones ore encompassed by the 

costly and splendid uiomiments of the honored dead of the 

Bupt'tior race. 

lo "the first shall be last, and the last shall be first." If 
in our time, seek to be on the side of right and truth, 
snd of Christ and humanity, we cannot but be safe, and 
bide our time ; but if we proudly seek preeminence over the 
poor and the despised little ones of God, his righteous provi- 
dence will avenge their cause, and we, or our memories, will 
be at the bottom. 

Heartily wishing you grace, mercy and peace from God 
lur Father, and the Lord Jeaua Chriat, 

Yoara in Christian fraternity, 

Alios T0WN8END. 
Lewis Tai'^an, Esq. 



FEOM 4 NIECK OF ABTHDB TAPPAN. 

My recollections of Uncle Arthur in my childhood ore of 
a grave character, I was often at his house to play with hia 
children, but he was absent all day, and often returned with 
a headache. I remember, that we were then told to he very 
still, and that I would stand silently looking at him, awed by 

fnse of hia Buffering, as he sat upright on the sofa, with Mb 
handkerchief thrown over hia head. 

Afterwards, I remember a brief visit that we had from 
him at our aummer retreat in 1835, in a village in Oonnecti- 

. He wna travelling incog, from New Haven to New York. 

vas B, very tender visit. A price was Bet upou his head by 
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tliO!;e nt a. diHtance trlio little knew what a. man and n Cbri»- 
tian lie was, ood daily tbrpflts anS attempts were made 
against the hfe of my dear futber whom he came to seo. 

I remember, not more than a year or two after this, n 
dertakiug to nuse a sum of money (or the relief of o deserv- 
ing woman. Wearied aud somewhat discouraged by partial 
BUCcesB, I ventured to EiddreBa a note to Unele Arthur, a^ikiiig 
a donation for this object. I did this reluctantly, because X 
knew how inteneely occupied he was, and how many aimilat 
appiioittiona he was oomitantly receiving. I was agreeably 
Burpriaed by the promptness of hia reply and the generons 
enm that he enclosed, not only, but by the warm interest 
that he expressed in my little undertaking. From that time 
I felt that my Uncle Arthur had a very tender a 
very large heart. 

In the summer of 1847, he was not aa well as nsnal, and I 
was one of a, group of younger relatives who accompanied 
him to tlie seashore, hoping that the change would benefii 
him. Those were days of enjoyment to him. He leit all, 
care behind, and gave himseit up to that delight ia n&tnr* 
which only one of her true children could have. He aeemed' 
like a lovely happy child, and one at lea.'it of that group fell 
drawn to liim by ties of more than ordinary sweetness e 
ofterwordB. 

It was at this time that he spoke of liis life-long attrootioa 
to agricnltm^ftl pursuits, and to hfe in the country, and n 
tioned a walk that he took on Boxbury neck, one fine mi 
itig in his early manhood, and the decision that he thea 
reluctantly made, as he stood and looked at the beautiful 
hills and fields in one direction, aud at the city in anotheri 
to return to the latter and continue in business there, 
went," said he, "contraiy to mj instincts. I olwaya feel, 
when so free from headache as I have been on this journey, 
that I should have escaped a great deal of stifiering if I hod 
decided that morning for agricultural pursuitB." 

My latest remembrance of Uncle Arthur, aside from hia 
occasional letters, is Ms last visit to us on his return fronv 
'Wa:shtngton in 1S64 I said to him, "I suppose yon anct 
Uncle called to see Mr. Lincoln V 



' characteristic reply, "we were too obscure men to tiilie any 
I of the time that bel on god to the nation." 

I thonght that, in singleness of mntive ond humility, he 

-as a brother spirit to Abrahrim lineoln, and that it would 

have been refreshing to the latt«r to have taken the hand of 

I Arthur Tappaa ; but I did not reply. I was too deeply im- 

• pressed by the beautiful unconscioiianess of the speaker. 



The following was published in the " Ameriam Messen- 
w," soon after the deeeosa of Mr. Tappan, and afterwards 
» a tract. No. 677, in the series of the pubhoationa of the 
I AmerLcan Tract Society. 



the 
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On one act of this merchant prince turned the Tract 
operations of this country. Near the close of 1824 tlie Tract 
Societies at New York and Boston were negotiating for tlie 
formation of a tridy national institution, in which all the 
tract societies of the country might be united, when Arthur 
Tappan at New York sent word to William A. Haliock, then 
Assistant Secretary of the Society at Boston, that if he would 
visit New York, and money was wanting, it should be forth- 
coming. The visit was made, and after many prayerful con- 
sultations of Christian brethren, Mr. Tappan one evening, at 
his own house, said to Mr. Hnllock, " What do you want ? 
what kind of a building ? how large must it he 7" "That 
must depend on tho extent of the Society's operations," was 
the reply ; " we might have the printing in the fourth story, 
the binding in the third, tlie general depositary in the sec- 
ond, a store in the first to accommodate New York, and the 
:t of the first story and the basement might be rented to 
pay the debt, if any was incurred." "Well. I have deter- 
mined to give $5,000 to it," was the immediate response. 
Within a few hours three otbermen, Moses Allen, now Treas- 
urer, Eichord T. Haines, Ohairmaii of tlie Finance Commit- 
tee, ond W. W. Chester, gave «5,000 more; $20,000 was 
was raised, and soon increased to $25,000 ; the present site 
ol the Tract House in Nassau-street was poi'diased ; the na- 
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tiona! Siwiety waa unanimoualy organized by del^ates f. 
tract societieH in nil parte ot the country ; the bnilding v 
erected ; nnd the work entered on and proseeated with a 
energy and sueoeas rareJy equalled. For eleren yeara 1 
Tappan was Chairman of the Finance Committee, and gi 
the Society not only his oontinued liberal contribntiona, boj 
his wise practical cotmsela and untiring and efficient personal 
InfaoTB. His heart waa with the deatitiite and perishing; l 
waa an active tract distributer, adding charities for the body 
to food for the soul ; colling in active Chriatiaa coopeiation^ 
and superintending and enconiaging the labors of many. ~ 
a meeting of gentlemen in the Triuvt House to miae fun 
for supplying the Jeatitutiona of the great Weat, Mr. 1 
pan very characteristically said, "I want to give two ti 
to every family in the valley of the Mississippi, so that n 
shall bo passed by. I will give 81,000 (or this object" 

"We believe that in the earUer years of this century theM 
WAS n sacredness in the benevolent movements which th^ 
tooli their rise, and in the evidences of the true conTerrioB 
of a soul to God, which maoy of the young can now perhaps 
hardly appreciate. The churches, after a long and fattj 
slnmber, had awoke anew to the truth that except a 
"born again" by the power of the Holy Spirit, he mm 
perish, and to the duty of seeking the personal salvatioi 
"every creature." This gave rise to the formation, in IfilOif 
of the American Board of Foreign Missions, in 1816 thft 
Bible Society, in 1824 the Sunday-school Union, in 1825 tl 
National Traot Society, and eontemporaneoiLsly many othep 
kindred institutions. Few men felt this inspiring impulse 
more deeply than Mr. Tappan, Born in 1786, in Nortlt- 
amptou, Mass., and passing seven years as elerk in a store at 
Boston, his youth waa spent in a dark period of the charoli. 
He had a godly mother, Sarah Homea, a descendant of tfati 
eminent William Homes, and intimate with the mis^onai^ 
MayhewB ot Martha's Tineyard — as she was also n relative o 
the celebrated Benjamin Franklin ; bat though her son'q 
moral eharocter waa spotless, we have no evidence of hisM 
■feraioa to God until, when at about the nge of thirty, ha, 
^ loined the ohnrch of the Bev. Dr. John M. Mason. Theiit 
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redeeming the time," he consecrated himself, body and 
■otil, his power to accumulnte weulth, his peraonal toiln and 
prayers, all he had nnd all he was, in unreserved deTotion to 
Him who gave himself a socriflce for perishing men. He 
made princely gifta for many noble objects ; for fonniling 
Aubura, Iiane, and other theological seminaries ; niding 
young men in preparing for the ministry, and strengthening 
■weak chnrches ; he was himself a liard-worker in Sabbath- 
aohook ; his heart bled for the snffering and oppressed ; 
there seemed no Umit to his constaat gifts or personal 
labors, thongh his business as a merchant was for many 
years as absorbing as that perhaps of any other man, in any 

Mr. Tappan commeuced business in Portland, Maine ; 
was for a time in Montreal till the war of 1812 ; and in 1815 
estnbliahed himself in New York, where in 1817, In Hanover- 
square, he entered on that successfid career as a silk mer- 
chant which made him for ueaj'ly twenty years one of themost 
prosperous and distingnished merchants of the city, having 
the confidence of all in his unbending integrity, and his 
business extending thronghout the whole countiy. In the 
great commercial crisis of 1837 he 'suffered immense losses; 
Rud not long after turned his attention to other and more 
retired Dccupntions, by which he obtained a comfortable siib- 
■istenoe for his family, and the ability still to contribute, 
thongh on a greutly diminished scale, throughout his pro- 
tracted lite. 

"Our great system of benevolent institutions," says sn 
able writer who knew him well, "owea its expansion and 
power in a great degree, to his influence. His example 
inspired the merehanta of New York with the principle of 
enlarged benevolence, leading them to give their hundreds 
and thousands and tens of thousands where before they 
were acoustomed to think it a great matter if they gave their 
tens or fifties. His wise counsels and energetic determina- 
tion and munificent donatloiis decided the formation and 
idestiay of the American Ti-act Society, and gave it the strong 
and steady career on which it has advanced tor so many 
years. HLi thoi^htful mind planned the great enterprise of 
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tlie Ameriraiii Bible Society of giving a Bible to overy family^^ 
ill the United Stdtea, nail liia pledge of ten thousand dcillarB 
rendeTed it impoBsible but that the work should be nndeis 
tttkon — and done. Many othera might be imraed of th«- 
great aocial movemeiits of the last forty ^tiars, which owed 
their being or their power tohiacoraprelieusivEnesaof vision, 
sagacity of forethought, or largeness of liberality. Hardly 
any one con be named which did not liccome wlmt it wae, at' 
lettst in part, through his agency and iufiiiei 
large heart, gifted with most extensive foresight, guiding a 
eingnlnrly effective will." 

Ill 1827 he established, at the expense of tens of thousands 
of dollnra, an able daily commercial newspaper which rested on 
the Sabbath, refroiued fri»m advertising theatrical licentious 
exhibitiona and intoxicating liqnors, and continues to be per- 
haps the first commerdtvl paper in the country. From IU30> 
till his death in New Haven, July 23, 1865, in his eightieth 
year, he devoted his energies prominently to removing from 
this load the curse of slaveiy. 

And when it appeared that pious ynnng men were hin- 
dered from coming to Tale College for want of means, he 
assumed, in 182t), the respbnsibility of paying for the tuitioa 
of all beneficiaries in the coJloge till the number should bo 
more than a hundred. 

In 1830, an event occurred which seems to have given & 
new direction to tiie main current of Mr. Tappan's future 
lite. Mr. GaiTison wa.s then in prisoa at Baltimore for the 
non-payment of a fine imposed on him for an alleged libel aa 
to the domestic slave-trade, and this being known to Mr. 
Tappan, he " promptly paid the fine and set him at liberty, 
getting the start of Henry Clay who was taking measnies t 
do the same thing." This led Mr. Garrison to spend aweek. 
in Mr. Tappan's family, mildly and ably laying before him 
all his views of the abominations of slavery ; and from tbia 
time onward the destruction of that system was evidently 
prominent in all Mr. Tappan's plans and efforts. 

A most competent witness says of him . " As a business 
man he csorcised a paternal regard for the welfare of the 
\i:r^ number of clerks in his employ. While he avoided 
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t every tLing obtrusive, he inHisted that they should liofird in 
I respectable tnmniea, rcgiilnrly attend chnreh on the Biil>1'at!i, 
I abstain from siiifnl amuaenieiitH, and abun vicinua comjiiin- 

ions. He was unostentatious, simple in his habits, and hoa- 
I pitable. He hod a profound reverence of Qod, and was a 
L lover of good men of every denomination. He was an esem- 
I p]ary Chriatian, and looked forwanl to death as an introdua- 
l tion to au endless life of happiness, placing no reliance on 
I any good deeds, but resting solely on the mercy of God 
[ through the atoning aiicrifice of the Lord Jesna Christ. His 
I prayers were peculiarly chara«te d by prof nl I njility, 
I tenderness, and child-like simpl y I h last 1 tier to 
3 of his brothers he wrote I feel th t I can Lord, 

w lettest thou thy servant 1 part m i f m eyes 

I have seen thy salvation, and th m p t n f th poor 

colored people. ' " 

After iitty years of faithful sei-vice tor Christ and the souls 

of men, Mr. Tapjian, in his eightieth yoai-, July 23, 1865, at 

his residence in New Haven, peacefnlly and thankfully enteir- 

ed into rest. 



AttBTJKNT] 
From the address of Prof. Hopkins ot Auburn Theologi- 

['Oal Seminary, to the doss graduating in May, 1866. 

. . At the opening of the yeor 1323, this seminary, then 

t just beginning its career, ivns in a condition of peril threat- 
ening its immediate dissolution. It was a newborn child for 

I wliich no nourishment or nest to none, had been provided. 
Three professors indeed were on the ground : part of the 

f present seminary building hod been erected : two classes of 
students had entered. But there were no funds for the sup- 

l port of the professors ; there was only a smaE library of 

' second-hand books, and the trustees were already several 
thousand dollars in debt for current expenses. Efforts to 
raise money were almost wboEy fruitless. To go on very 
long in this way was plainly impossible. The question had 
to be considered wliether, for the time at least, the seraina- 

L ry must not be closed, the classes disbanded, and Professors 

1 UjUh and Ferrine dismissed again to the pastoral wurjt. 
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In tliis crisiB Di'. Irfinring, pnstor of flie First Pre>.liy(B-i 
rian chureh, who wasi al»o professor of aacred rlietorie ii 
Beminury, viaitetl New Yurk city with some faint hope ol' 
secnriiig assi^t^nce. Amoug othar peraona be called □ 
Arthur Tappan, u young end enterprising Cliriatiftii mer- 
chttot doing business in Pearl-street. Aa the result of ihiV 
interview he waa led to hope that Mr. Tappan would perhapa; 
endow a scholarship of $2,001) in the seminary; and this w 
oil the encouragement he brought bauk from this visit. 

But better things were in store for us. The Lord did nofc 
menu that this infant institution, fonnded with the most de-- 
libemte and prayerful regard to the wants of the cburob 
should perish so prematarely. From the address of Eev. 
John Keep at the installation of Dr. Bichards, Oct. 23. 1S2^ 
I take the following statement of the chnuge in its prospects f 

"Although the friends of this seminary have not wit* 
nessed the pilllir of cloud and of flre as a guide to tlieir' 
course, they believe that the 'still small voice' of Divins 
Providence has bidden tbem go forward. With mingled' 
emotions of fear and hope, they still wat«h its infant strug- 
gles ; and they are cheered as they already descry ii 
light breaking in upon them from the retreating clouds. Tha 
circimistanceB under which we are convened are connected 
with the most pleasing hopes and a/isociations. Bspecial^i 
should we be devoutly thankful in view of the recent inter- 
position of Iiiyine Providence which has laid the foundation 
for another professorship in this seminary. Snring the past' 
season an unknown Fbiehd in the city of New York has w 
a princely liberality made an endowment tor the support of 
a professor of Cluistiau theology. On this fonndation the^ 
board of oommissioners have duly elected' the Bev. Jam^ 
Bichards, D, D. , as professor iu this department : and ha^ 
having accepted the appointment has been now inducted 
into office iu the form prescribed by the ordinauocB of th* 
institution." 

This "unknown Fribsb" continued for many yenrs aftaj 
to be eqaally unknown to all but a very few persons con- 
nected with the seminary. With a Christian humility quite 
remid'kable he refused to permit his ntune to be associated ii 
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^B any mannei! with his benefiiction. He expressed his wish 
^r that Dr. Bicharda should be the incumbent of the chair of 
theology : and *hat it should be known us the " BichardB 
proteaaorship." The donation of $15,000, and all the nr- 
i^ngemeiits connected with it, were carried on through the 
medlnm of the late Eleaaar Lord of New York. 

I am not aware by what means it finaUj transpired that 
this friend in need was Arthur T&ppan, a name afterwards 
widely known for Christian philanthropy and for heroio 
fidelity to convictions of duty. For thirty years he was the 
Ua^rk for every weapon of insult and abuse oppression could 
vield. The man who bnt named him (at least if he was a 
Bouthem slaveholder or a Northern sympathizer) at once 
dismissed all mercy from his lips, and sueeied and hissed ; 
"thief," "hypocrite," "incendiary," " fanatic," etc. — we all 
remember the voaabulary ot abuse to whiuh slavery accus- 
tomed us — were the epithets he was wont to be pelted with. 

Since the last auniversary of this seminary Arthur Tap- 
pan has died. He had outlived his strength, his fortunes, 
his contemporaries ; bnfc he had also, thank God I outlived 
that demoniacal iniquity which so long possessed this coun- 
try, and which in going out has rent ua with such an awful 
ravnision. He lived long enoagh to Itave the government 
and the North come over to his side, and to see half a mill- 
ion of men in arms champion liis ideas to a snccessfiil issue, 
eyes had seen the solvation of the Lord : and he was, no 
doubt, quite reody to say, Domine — nunc dimiltis/ 

It is well-known that Mr. Tappau, while still in the prime 
of life, was overwhelmed by commercial disaster from which 

lever recovered, Hia fortune was swept away. But a 
part ot it he had secured beyond the reach of mischaneo. 
What he kept ha lost : what he gave, he saved. The 515,000 
which endowed the "Richards profeaaorship of Christian 
theology" — not a great sum indeed when compared with the 
splendid charities of far richer men at the present day, but 
for that time, and for a young business man to spare from 
hia capital, tnily "princeJy" — this $15,000, he had anchored 
safely where none of the blasts that wreck mercantile ven- 
tures could reooh it — so carefully was the trust guuf ded that 
18 
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not only hfls not n dollar been lost doisTi to the preBsnt time, 
but it would Beam well nigh impossible it ever should be lost. 

With equal care the tmst was guarded against theological 
perreisiau. The founder declared it to be "his intention 
and design in gruntitig the etdi sum that the interest o 
come of said eopital fund should bo annually applied ti 
support of a professor of Christian theology holding the theo- 
logical sentiments and faith which are required by the ordi' 
naocee of the seminary now in force ; and if at any time here- 
after any professor on this foimdatiou shall in anj important 
article differ from the said system of faith, and eapcciiilly il 
such professor shall not fully believe and teach the troe and 
proper divinity of the Iiord Jesua Christ, the personality of 
the Holy Spirit, the total depravity of man in. his natural 
s^te, and the eternal panislunent of the wicked, then the 
founder of this professorship reserves to himself, his heirsi, 
esecutors, and ai^igns, the right to reclaim and receive back 
the capitiU fund hereby granted," etc. 

This benefaction marked the turning point in the f ottimea 
of the Benunary. . . . Friends phicked up courage : one good 
deed is apt to produce numerous echoes ; and this o 
peated itself in welcome thongh lesser benefactions : students 
began to fluck in. The nest class that entered consisted ol ' 
forty-eight members ; many of whom have preached the 
gospel with eminent success, and left their impress deep i 
the religious character of tliis and the Western states. 

For forty years and more Mr. Tappan was permitted to 
witness sach and similar fruits of hia judiciona hberality. 
Forty claaaea of stadunta for the ministry drew their views 
of the system of divine trutli from the chair he established, 
before he entered into his rest : happy above most other m 
in this, that in the prime of life and in the midst of bis 
prosperity, he had laid up a good foundation lor the time to 
come. It is at the request of the prudential committee and 
tlie faculty of this seminary, that I lay this chaplet o 
tomb of Arthur Tappan.* 

See Apjieudii 10. for reaolntions ol tha trasteeH, on death of 
Hi. Tappan. 
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GENEALOGICAL NOTICE. 
Abb*h4m Toppan, BncestOT of Artlinr Tuppan, cBtoe to Axaet- 
» fmai Tanuoutli, Norfolk conuty, Euglaud, October, 163T, 
lie nnme was originally Topham, taikeu [rum the numo of a places 
in Yorkaliire, mciining upper liamlet or village. The gmdigree, so 
fnr bauk an wb hava traced it, conimeuoed with Kobect Tupbam, 
nho resided at Liutoa, nenr Palely bridge, aupposed to be in -the 
West riding of Yorkshire. He made hia will in Jamiar;, IS.'iO. 

His Heoond son, Thomns Tophnm, was of Ariicliffe, near Lin- 
ton. Ha died in 1589. Edward Tophom alias Toppan, oldest son 
of Thomas, was of Aiglethorpe, near Linton, and his pedigree is 
recorded in the College of Arms with armorial bearings. One of 
i sons was a lieatenant-colouel in the sorvine of Charles I, , nnd 
IS killed at Morston Aloor in 1644, 
Wmjiu: ToppiN, fonrth son of Edward Toppan, of Aigle- 
thorpe, lived for soma time at Calbridge, where hia son Abrtiham 
s baptized. April 10, 1608. Tba family stUl eslBts in England, 
t now of Middleham, in the north part of Yorkiihire, on the 
er OiiHU. The crest is a Maltese cross. 

As earl; as 163T, Abraham Toppan resided at Yarmonth. His 
wife was Susanna Taylor, a daughter of a Mr. Taylor and his wife 
Elizabeth. After the death of Mr. Taylor, the widow Elizabeth 
jourried a Mr. Ooodale ; and after the death of Mr. Goodale she 
IB to Newbury, where she died April 8, ie47. One of her 
daughters was Snsanna, the wife of Abraham Toppan. 

Among the records in London, wbere emigrants were obliged 
J) register their names, and obtain permissiian to Igbtb the ooiin- 
ay, is the following : 

"May ID, 1637. The examination of Abr^dmm Tnppan of Tor- 
mouth, aged 31 years, and Susanna his wife, aged 30 years, with 
two childran, Feter and Elizabeth, and one niayd servant, Anna 
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Goodwill, nged 18 years, oro desirous lo pnsBe to New ETigland. tc 
inliubit. " 

111 U% fimb volume of tlie fourtli series of Uie pablicHtioDS of 
the tliissacliuastts Hiatoriud Society, pp. 93 and 99, is the fol- 

"A registBr of the nomeB of eiich persona, who are 31 jeara 
and upward, and have license to pasae into IbrmigQe ■paxta from 
llaToh, 1G3T, to the 29th of September, by virtue of a ComnllsHion 
of Mr. Thomas Hajhew, Gentleman," contains, among others, 
these: "Abraham Toppan, Cooper, aged 31, Siisaumt his wifa 
uged 31. with their childraa Pelec and Elizabeth, aud one mayd 
Bervuut, Aline Goodwin, aged 18 years, sailed from Yarmouth. 
10 May, 1637, in the ahip Koso of Tarmoulh, Win. Andrewa, 
Afauter." 

In October, 1637, aa appears by Cbe folloiring extract from tha 
town racords of "Onld Newbarj," Essex county, Mass., .Ibrohun 
Toppau waH admitted to citizenship : 

" Abraham Topppin, being licensed by John Endioott, Esq., 
Eva in Lis jurisdiction was received into the town of Newbury as 
an inhnbjtant thereof and liath here promised under his hand 
to be subject to every lawful oriliti:, tlmt sluU be made by the 
towne. "AoBAHiM Toppah." 

The following year he was choaeu one of Uie selectmen. Be 
carried on his trade, and also engaged in merchandise. 

Abraham and Susanna Toppan had eight children, the fourth 
of whom, Samoet, bom 5th June, IfiTU, was a farmer, who settled 
at Newbuiy, and married ABioiti. WioonEBWOBTH in 1702. 
father was minister of Moliien, Maaa., and her brother Edward 
was professor of divinity in Harvard College. They had ten i 
dreu. of whom Bkkjiuin was the ninth. He was born in 17Z0, 
gradnated at Hnivard College ; married Euzi^eth Mahsu 
Enverbill, Mass. ; was settled in the ministry at Mancheater, Ea- 
aex county, in llifi, where he died, aged 70. greatly Ittmentud. 
They had twelve children. The oldest, Bunjauih, was born Octo- 
ber 21st, "Old Style," eqnivalent to November Ist. "NowStylb. 
He WHS apprenticed to Waj^UM Hohes, Esq, , the ' ' honest gold- 
smith," as he waa oitlled, in Ann-atreet, Boston, and married hia 
daughter BAiiH HoMKs. October 22 d, "Old Style," 1770. 

After the death of Rev. Benjamin Toppan, in 1790, his children, 
at a family meeting, agreed to change the spelling to Tappim, at 
tlie Huggestion of the eldest eon, who had tor Bometime adopted 
thttt way of writing it. 
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The Homes flimilj originnted in the nOTth of Irelruid. Rev. 
Willitim Homes, great grnuiUather of Mrs. Tappan, wua a Frt'sby- 
terian minister tbere, emigmted to this country eucly in Ihe 
eighteenth centurj'; and was iuatiilled pastor of the uharch at Chi]- 
mark, Martha'o Vineyard, Mass., in 1T15 or 1T16. He was the 
aathoT of aeTentk publications, and was highly venerated by hin 



Bobert Homes, his 'son, was master of a vcsacrl tnut trailed 
from Boston to Philadelphia. He married Mury Fruuklin, sister 
of Dr. Benjamin FranMiu, who maheameuHou of him in his auto- 
biogmpby. He left two children, the oldest of whom was Will- 
iam, the &ther of Mrs. Tappan. He was bom Jonnai? 16, ITIR, 
in Boston, where he served an apprenticeship in the goldsmith 
business, and afterwards, on his son's assoming the business, en- 
tered into tra.de, as a, flour and iron merchant His store was 
J)umed daring the lievolutionary war. He then bought a farm in 
Korton, Uasa., where he lived a short time, and died in Boston, 
■Inly, ITBS, in his ueventieth year. He was bnried with his wife in 
the Chapel buryiug-gniunJ, Tremont-street, Boston. 

8jIb*h Tappam was bom January 2d, 174S, and died March 38, 
1820. Benjamin Tn.p[ian wns born November I, 1747, and died 
jBUnary 30, 1831. They lived together fifty-nine years, honored 
in their day and generation. Tbey liod eleven children, seven 
iODS and four daughters, imd nine children snrviTed them. Their 
grandchildren numbered seventy-two. 



IHE OIIEDIT SYSTEM 

Thb following is eitractedfrora a pamphlet published by Lewis 
Tappan, in IWifl, entiUed, " Is it llight tobe Rich?" 

"A few words with regard to the craOt system that so generally 
prevails among men of busineNs. Tlie supposed gains, uuder this 
system, are very fallaoiouB, while the net gains in the long run, 
under the eash system, would be ranch more liiomtiYe to the indi- 
vidual and mora beuefloial to thrt oommnnify. Besides it is not 
ea«y tu determine what one's income or actual gain really is, when 
the credit system so generally prevails. This uncertainty affords 
a pretext too often for giving as little as possible to the cause of 
God or man. If the eash system were generally adopted, more 
iuouey would be paid inti:i Che Iiurd's tieosuiy. and it would be a 
great restraint upon the feverish and almost insooe spirit of Bpeo> 
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alfttion, intercliange of indotsements, hazardona riaka and wild 
Gip&Dsion of ba^^inesa thnt b&riLfia btudnesa men, lead Iji bank- 
rnptcy, to neglect of foroilies, to ntglect of tlieic own Boula and the 
Boula of others, nod olten to tbe miii of bod; and soul. A mec- 
chaut of remarkable indnstr? and carefoliiesB, now deceased, in- 
fbrmed the writer that, daring the tbir^ years he was in the 
wlioloaale importing tind jobbing basiuess in New York, aa a dzy- 
goods merchant, he bad mude a fortune of eight hundred tbon- 
sand dollara on his books; hut owing to bad debte, tbe aniount 
hiLd been lednced to so small a aum that be gave up trade, piu- 
cbased a &rm in the country, and, not aueueeding very whII, his 
eons are now clerks in New York. So inncli for the credit sf s- 

The following atutement of ^ta illustratlTe of the effectB of 
Qie cri>dit GyHtcm, ia worth; of consideration : 

About the ;eur 1B32, nev. David Neleon, M. B,, sabai^queat-, 
ly author of the ndinirable work pablished by the Jmerioaa 
Tract Society, entitled 'Cause and Cure of Infidelity,' ciune to 
New York, to aolieit aid to establisli a college in MiEsourL He 
wished to borrow the anm of £20,(100 for the purcba.so of land, 
giving security therefor. After much inquiry und powerful effort, 
with the aid of a fiiend in the city, be supceeded in obtaining ft 
loan for ten yeara, with annual inisreat at seven per cent The 
money wns borrowed from IsiiC Bbonsos, Esq., one of the 
shrewdest financiiU men in the conntry. He reqnired, 1. That 
the trustees of the college ahould mortgage to bim Uie land 
to be purchased of the United Statea as aeeurity to their bond ; 
2, That the forty merchants in New York who had aipresHed a 
willingness to loan their names to (he amount of $500 each Bhoald 
unite in a guaranty ; 3. That five of the nnmber, whose names 
be selected, should give a bond equivalent to iudorsing the ro- 
sponsibility of the forty persona ; 4. That the fiieud who had 
negotiated the loan on behalf of Dr. Nelson, ahould give hia obliga- 
tion to hold Mr. Branson harmleaa at all events. Having Uiia foor- 
fold security the money was advanced. It seemed strauga that ao 
much aeeurity ahould be required, but the far-seeing leudei jndged 
it necessary, and as will be seen acted with siDgiilor foresight in 
view of taking security of men engaged in Uie credit system. 

When the ten years had expired and the trustees had proved 
irresponsible, No. i was apphed to fur payment. He acknowl- 
edged the obUgation, but 'ffua pecuniarily unable to respond. No. 
3 were then applied to, and foni of them bod bect'tne insolvcutl 
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The only aolvent person among them eudeavored to collect their 
quotrt of the second claas, bnt found that a large portion of them 
had also failed ! He 'wua therefore under the necessity of settling 
with Mr. Bronaon, whieh he did in an honorable miuiner. This 
genllcman was Mr. Riohasd T. Hainbb. When the loan was ef- 
fectCKl, those in Che So, 2 list were all in prosperons circmnstunces, 
and each of the No, 3 list was rich. And ;et, such are the nncer- 
tainties of trade, espc^cially on the credit system, that in less than 
ten years nearly all these merchants hecame bankrupts. 



JODRNAL OF COMMERCE. 

Is the Memoirs of Darid Hale, bj KeF, Joseph P. Thompson, 
it is stated : 

■' In 1827, Mt. Arthar Tappan, with his princely liberality and 
zeoIoQS regard for the pubtto good, resolved ia establish in New 
York a commeroiid newspaper, to be ooudncted upon principles of 
sound morality and trua iudependence, and with a scnipnlous 
regard for the Sabbath. Some friends of Mr. Hale, learning of 
the movement, recommended him to Mr. Tappan ns a snitabla 
person to take uharge of the conxmercial and business department 
of the paper, to which post he was accordingly invited. He en- 
tered apon his duties at the commencement of the enterprise, 
September 1, 1827; W. Maiwall, Esq., of Norfolk, Vo., a gentla- 
mon of high literary reputation, being associated with bim as the 
literary editor. The ■/ourmiJ of Commerce (as the newspoper was 
called) was then abont the size of the New Tork Trlbunf, or one * 
linlf itij own present dimensions ; and its daily circulation waa 
only a few hundred copies— in fact much of its circulation the first 
yeiu' was gratuitous. Its editorials were generally upon literary 
subjects ; but its columns were principally devoted to business 
and news, (he latter being diversified every few weeks by the ar- 
riTol of a vessel from Liverpool, Havre, or New Orleans. 

"Bach was the eipensiveness, that towards the close of the 
first year, Mr. Arthur Tappan, who had already advanced tipon 
the Journal ihiiiy thousand dollars, determined to abondou it ; and 
to rid himself of fiirther reaponsibiliiy be presented the entire 
establishment to his brother, Mr. Lewis Tiippon, whom ha had 
just associated with himself in business. Several changes follow- 
ed this arrangement. Mr. Maxwell retired from the editorship, 
and Mr. Horace Buahnell (now Bev. Dr. Bushnell, of Hartford) — 
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who nlroady eTinoed unich of his peculiar spirit and power as a 
writai, ttnd who hud been an aaaistaot of Mr, Mnxwell— ^waa em- 
ployed Borne months hb editor, while Mr. Hule, in whone name 
the jDumaL was pabUahed, continued to manage the bosiness de- 
partment. The paper was under the general direction of Mr. Lewis 
Tappan, who thus annonnoed the principles on which it should be 
oondacted : 

It will bo a. primary object to render the Journal a Aral rale cokmeb- 
CIAL paper, worth; of thld city. To tbis ead un cstoasivo corrirspDUd- 
eiica will Ijb maintained, Uia mout ably coniincted periodicals will ho 
taken, and no pains nor expesiw will be spared to procure anlhunlic 
reviews of the Tnarketa, prioea onrrenl, eto. It will be nccessBry also u> 
malatain a boai establihshbmt foe tlie callecUDn o( mariao news; and 
tbis lunst bo done at our individual cost, aa tbe public and our establleh- 
meat will be benefited by a campetitiun, and aa It will be contrary to 
tbe prluoiples of tbis paper, to be aaaoclated with eimilar eBtabliBhmeuta 
which dBYDte SnndayB to the collecting of news. By a Tigoroca compe- 
Utlan we expect to prevent any dcScicQcy arising from an observance of 
the Sabbath, by wMcb we menn the hours cunsecrnlcd ns holy time by 
the geneni!. usage of Christians in tltis city, namely: from twelvk 



We shall avoid all parUdpalion in the gain of those fashionable vices 
which sap the fonadatiDns of morality and rcliglan, an which the beat 
Inlerests of the nation depeod. We profess to be friends of Cbristiauitjr; 
not entliuaiaalsnor BectBrian<i — and by a liberal and firm eapport of the 
moral and religions institntions of the country, we shall hope lo merit 
the patrauagfl of all good dlizens. Kor shall we foar, for the Jonmat, 
the sneering iDiputation of its being a belioioub newspaper, becatuie it 
will reiUae to derive amolnnient from advertiaemeota tliat are at war 
with the innocence, integrity, and moral weal ot tlte cotnmnnit;; nor 
because It will seek to promote the purity and elevation of pablio Ben- 
in short, it Vill be our endeavor to pursue an ludependonl, courtooua. 
and honorable CDrnpetiUou; to coaE Our FLiisLir against moral delin- 
qnencies; while we hope to Ihrmfth a paper, which will instruct and 
gratify the merchant, the politician, the literary reader, and the moral 
and patriotic of all callings and profesdons. On the co&perstion of audi 
wo oonQdently rely. Let the exporiment be fekly made, and who can 
doubt that, in the metropolis of tbia great nation, a dally paper,, striving 
to excel its contemporaries by a dignified discnsslon of all tho leading 
topics of public interest, excluding vice in all its forms, will be uxlonaive- 

"Suoh," Bays Mr. Thompson, "was the original plan of tba 
Journal of Commeree, aa deyisBd by Mr. Tappau. . , . The attempt 
■ Journal of Commerce, September 1, 1833. 
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to establiKli a paper on anch a bams excited tbe oppoKition and 
contempt of mere men of the world. . . . Aa it was not thu wibIi of 
Mr. Lewis Tappan to retain the control of tlie paper, lie endenTor- 
ed to procnre an editor to ba permanently aasooiated witli Mr. 
Hrile. In ii few monthit an arrangemeDt vas made by irhicli Hr. 
Hale and Gerard Halioct, Eaq., then editor of the Neia Turk 06- 
aerver, became joint proprietora and editors of the Journal of Cum- 
mtrce. A guarantee fund of twenty thousand dollars was anb- 
Boribed by several gentlemen for the Bapport of tbe pnper, and the 
editors irere allowed two yeara to determine npon pnruhtiBing the 
property by retnming principal and interest. This they siibse- 
qnently did. and thus the Jotimol was established on a safe and 
independent basis." 



The " eipensiveness" wan not the only reason my brother had 
fbr deetring ta be rid of the concern. Hs was disappointed in re- 
gard to tbe expectations be had formed of the naefulneaa of the 
paper. It wa:^ more literary than commercial, and the moral 
effect had not been so great aa had been anticipated. Besides, a 
large part of tbe editorial labor bad been performed by two or 
three assistant editors, the office of chief editor being almost a 
sinecnre — and that a very expensive one. At the same time the 
Babscription Iiat and advertising receipts were not inoreasing. 

My brother felt that he had advanced as maoh money aa it waa 
convenient and proper for him to do, and be determined in the 
month of Angitat to free himself from the necessity of austaining 
the pappr any longer than the expiration of the first year. Accord- 
ingly he informed nte that he should not moke any more advances 
after 1st September, and that the publication must then atop. I 
nJ^ed bim not to sacrifice the property, and he replied, "I will 
then give it to yon, on conditioD that yon will examine into the 
concern, and put it on a right footing." I accepted the proposi- 
tion, took leave of my mercantile basiness for a time, dispensed 
with the services of the chief editor, and, with tbe able aasistonce 
of Mr. Bnsbnel!, assumed the editorship of the paper. 

After several attempts, by oorrespondanoe and journeys, to pro- 
cnre a suitable person to aucceed Mr. Maxwell, several gentlemen, 
at my invitation, supposed to be friendly to the enterprise, aet at 
tbe Tract House to consnlt on the affairs of the Journal. Several 
of them attended. Messrs. Gerard Halloed and David Hale, to 
whom a proposition bad been made, were also invited to the con- 
18» 
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ference. I mode a TetbeJ Etatement of the concern.— its sitaalion 
on the 1st SepteubcT; the efforts eiuee made to Bnatain it; (he 
preseut mcame and diebarsementB ; tuid stated that if the Bob- 
seription and advertising patronage continued as they bad doua 
for the post aiic ireeka the income would at least eqoal the ex- 
penaeB. Tlia proposition to Hale and Hollock uid tbeir willing- 
oeBH to accept it were laid before the meeting. Included in the 
proposition was a conditioa that a stated sniu shonld b^ pledged 
to carry on the bnsiueas for two years, and to allow Hale Bud 
Hollock to elect to parchase at the tecmmatiou of that period or 
sooner. Tha gentlemen present spoke favorably of the paper, said 
it ODght tiot to be discoutinued, and that meuiB for its support 
must be furnished. A subscription was opened, a considentbls 
mitn was subacribed, and after macb painBtakiiig the full amoant 
wtis eveutually obtained. At the end of two years Hale and 
Hollock decidod to oonsmnmate the purchase ; the advaQces of the 
Mends were repaid ; and six thousand dollars, the estimated value 
of the fixtures, type, presses, etc., on the Isl September, pAid to 
Arthur Tappan. Although my brother acknowledged the ability 
and industry of the new proprietors, he did not approve the man- 
ner in whicti they conducted the paper, as it respected its 
political influence, and the stand it took on the anti-slavery 
question. Its pecuniary soceeBS bos been very great 

It was demonatrttted by the proprietors of the Jbitnuzi of Com- 
merce that a doily paper could be sustained in the city of New 
Vork without any desecration of the Lord's day. If successfol 
tlten, it t!ould be so now ; and therefore there is no valid excuse 
for infringing on sncred time. Tbere are multitudes of readera of 
anch papers, many of them moral and religious men, who hava it 
in their power to restrain such violation of the Sabbatb. If they 
wonld refrain from purobasing a Monday's paper that is printed 
on the Lord's day, as many of them are, a cheek would be held 
over such issues, and the result would be that proprietors wonld 
find it fbr their interest to abataiu from desecrating holy time. 
Editors, and all the employes, Vonld doubtless be grateful for 
such actu of self-deuial on the part of readers. Is not a patron of a 
Mimdiiy'a paper, on vthii^h teork U done on the Babbaih, as cidpdble aa 
(lie editor or proprifloT .' 
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COLONIZATION SOCIETT— EnC TEADE IH LUik,hl\. 

What the cargoes of T<»flelji tzadizi;^ tr^ IMj^ctja WKfm ilmU ny 
wft may be seen by the foUo^wmg^ ^ttgrtiatttbtet^a, U'jtu tl^z JUWia 
Serald: 

lift Ui.u»ktt\i. 



No. L JlCarcfa 32, l'J32. 
C. M. Waring and P. Tajk* 
offer for nle the car;ro of the 
schooner Olrve from LiTerpooi; 

500 kega of powder, 
500 nrasketa, 
150 CQtlaases, 

10 bags shot, 

10 poneheoos mm, 
3 do. brSAdj, 

20 casks sle, 

10 do. broim stout. 



SUTZatO THZ OOOD WZZX or TIU VATIVJU. 

The terms of one of the contracts maty be lietru m th^^ texurty'tf 
elerenth report : 

4th. The Americsn CoIoiuzatI'>ii Bockrtj fehsU have the right, ift c^^u- 
sideration of five hoodred hsn of UfbAcc*^, thr^*: barr^Lii </f ruuj, li v« 4:a*Jlut 
of powder, fire piec^ of long baft, fir<; h^^xen 'if pH**:*, t^u gUMif, rivt» 
nmbrelUs, ten iron pot« and U:n \A\n ofuhfttn, \mm*:A^Ui\y Ut <ruur iuut 
poraession of thn tract of uu'iccupkd land, t^^uud^d to ward th« W«4t b/ 
Stockton creek, and on the North hy ¥)i. raul'M river, etc. 

The Sealers territr^ry was perp«;tu&lly leased Ut the Colouizutitm 
Society on the 27th Oct^^}>er, 1826, by King Freemau, ** in <!*m- 
gideration of (me futgslutfid f/f UAmicco, om pundum of rum, six 
boxes of pipes, to be paid and delivered to [him] yearly, every 
year, the first to commence from the date of these presents," etc. 



5. 
JOSEPH STUEGE'S STATEMENT. 
When Mr. Sturge visited New York, in 1841, on his return 
to England from his second visit to the West Indies, ho made the 

following statement : 

"In Jamaica a proprietor told him that it was conHidorod a 
good day's work for a slave to clear seventy to eighty coflfeo trees 
of weeds, with a hoe, but by paying task work under the appren- 
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ticaahip Bj-Btem, n man and wonuia oleared five hnndTad treas in h 
day, aud a boy two hnndred and fifty trees in one inBtanae 1 So 
much for the tieo otar slave labor. 

"Mr. Starge siiid that during hia atay in tlie West Indies, he 
did not aee a aiugle negro intozieated, and a practitioner of medi- 
cine told Lim that during all hia practice ho bod never seen a uegro 
woman drnnk. 

"In Jamaica the nagroos contributed £2,000 CDirency, towards 
building a meetinghouse. On one occasion, the preadier told 
bis congregation that if any of them were inclined to contribute 
towards repairing the chapel, they might leave their oontribntiona 
ill the voatry, and aa ho Bupposed that they had not come prepar- 
ed, he would u-ot send around the coUection-boies. A aum eqaal 
to fSO sterling was iramediately left in the vestry. " 



VICE-PRESIDENT COLFAX'S LETTEE. 

Washtkhton, Feb. 2S, 1S70. 
SIy Deab Sm: I remember very well going in ISSfi, when I 
was twelve yeara of age, to see the results of a mob attack on your 
property in Bose-street, caused by your anti-alavery principles; 
and I ramembec alao that it made me prejudiced, even then, 
against the' "institution of slavery," whose supposed interests 
caused that attack. I bare no doubt that that early adverse 
impression caused me afterwards to range myself with the anti- 
alavery wing of the Whig party, though I remained connected vrith 
that party while it etifited. 

Tours very truly, 

8CH0YLER COLFAX. 
Lewis TiPPiN, Esq. 



OBEELIN COLLEGE. 

TsB following TBBolntion was nnanimonaly adopted by the 
board of trnateea of Oberlin College at its regular annual mooting 
in Angaat, ISfiS, and ordered to be entered upon its records. 

Ailhor Tappan one or the oldest and nrnDlfioent patroDH of Oberlin 
College having depattoil ihia life, Ihorefora, resolved, that hi hia death 
tlie colloge IiBx reason to deplore the Iosb of one of its trasat and noblest, 
and most rallied friends. Yet, on the other hand, to rejoice tbat hia great 
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life wfts well dene, and thnt sn ripe la jeux and rloh In manlflDcnov anil 
toil, hs hu at leugth entered upon bin glorious leil. Uniliir tlin lilvnud 
inflaencQ or aueh a life, nod aucb a death, vn aro qiilnkniind to ttM]\ nw- 
denvor to fnllow him In (he aimplicity of hli oonBODrulloii to (loci mil 
humaoitj. and in hisBtGadfiiBt devatioa t4itheE''oiitpiliifll]>lDiiol'Ohr]iURa 
benevolouoe. 

The foregoing is a traa copy of the raennlH, 

GROIWIK KINNKY.Bbd. 



LETTEK FHOM REV. O. G. FINNKY, 
Ik a letter to the compiler from Mr. Finiiny, iif n ronnnt ilntn, 
he aaya : "I regard Arthur Tuppan oa one iif lliu lioat men t ov*i 
knew. He was an modest aa ho wftH fftviiV I urn hnp|iy to hww 
that yon are preparing a sketoli of bis llfu. Will yuil Iky luUlo ftll 
fear of being accused of too Ulgbly ApproalntliiH a hrntlior, lutil 1*1 
the chnrchhnve the whole portniitT Tail niinll AhniithUnppKpriu* 
lions for Christ and humanity, null tlin opponltlnn tin miit witi) oR 
that QcBouDt Do you know that hu [iiilj Ihn •xpniiiu tif |)«Uln| 
Dp and rutmiug Sabbath -iirlioulH, by tba iitiiil<iiil« timl latt lnMia 
SBmumty? Mr. Strceter, one of tlieui, niimtloiii.il lb" fiioti liuM ft! 
a pnblic meeting two yearn aifo, unil iiulil thiit iiiitU M r. 'rii)i|»>u'<i 
death, Che matter was, by biu rsquaHt, kepi nwriil. Mr. Hlrtwlor 
Epoke of the amount gl««a im uonMidvmblo. Tuu Hr« HWftlw tlitt 
just before I was invited to Oborlin, hu wh« urHlnR i"" ^' K'UDB 
West long enough to IaIib that olnnii Hiroiigh a couna of tllixiliiuy. 
To fitrnisb rooms and whiitevnr wim rii<iiii*ltii, mid bo would dulruy 
the expense. . . . Many havo idnen '([Ivnn inimli of llialv abqn> 
dance,' bntwhoiunong them as pHvnlaly nudor (loui'MUunoitan* 
tatioUHly pledged his whole iDcome tor eliurnh ncil biliuiuil(y. 
Tbe magrdfloent donntiouH of Fonhody and othcra do not oomiuira 
rtlaUvdy with Arthnr Tappon's. I nee that Joxlmn Loavitt la rn- 
quested to write a history of the ontl-alavery movoiniml. Itu will 
do as well as any man unacquainted with thfl InQilinice of UbDrlin 
on tbe wbola Northwest Tbe fact is that Obcrlin turnril tho 
in all of the Northwest No man can tel! the story risbt anil 
knows this. Although Arthur Tappan failed to do for Ob«r 
that he intended, yet his promise was the oondttion of the ex 
of Ob«rUu (M il ha» btan. God bless you, 

"CO. FINNS] 
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AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 
The fdllowitig record of the aiecative oommittae wris tritus- 
mitted to Ihe daughters of Mr. Arthnr Tnppui, after his deceiise. 
nsw YoKK.Ang.U.imS. 
Mr Dbab FstssDB : By order of ths siecntive committee of tba 
AuBrican Miaaiomuy Aasocmbion, I send :^oii the following eitroct 
&om the minutes of tha iiiat sesaion : 

The execatiTfl committee of the American Missionary Aeaaciation, 
having learned of the decease of onr esteemed Christian brother Atthor 
Tappan. the 5arly tried and faithful advocate of the freedom of the slayo, 
and the Friend of the poor, (or many jeara a member of onr eiecntivB 
imlltee, and, nince his removal from New Tock, a, rice-prafiident of 
thn aasocialion, desire to phiae on record, and to express to his bereaved 
bmily and relaticos, oar high appreciation of his consletent Christian 
character, hia dlstlagnished llberalitj, and his earnest lahors, and sacri- 
B, for the fteedom of the slave, and the welfare of the oppressed. Hit 
benevoleace. Christ-like, knew no distinction of race , clime, condition, or 
lor, bnt was freely, joyfully, extended, wherever Ihe Redeemer's Mng- 
im or itLdiridaal want indicated. 

In his departnre thia assaciation, the charch of Christ, and the poor 
nong men, as well as his bereaved family, have lost an earnest friend 
id lltithful cannsGllor. 

Bat while we record onr senee of this great loss, we wonld hnmblr 
and grataftilly express om' thanks to Aimiglity God, that lie vpbb bo long 
spared to hia fricnda aad the world, and permitted, before entering tha 
heavenly rest, to witness with exaltation and praise to God, the down- 
Ikll of the aoonrsed system, against which ha had ao long Btriven. And 
we wonld nnile oar prayers with those of his family, that even this bo 
great affliction may he sanctified to their and onr good, and that of tha 
eauBe he so mnoh loved. 



Wherens, It has pieaaed divine ProvidencB, since the laat reg- 
iilnr meeting of thin board, to remove by death Arthur Tappan, 
Esq., formerly of the city of New York, one of the Borlieat and 
most liberal beaefiictars of this institution : therefore, 
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Resotvfd, That the ItuiitaeH feel culled npnu to plnce on record 
their grateful sense of the wise CIiristiRa beneficence of Mr. Tup- 
[lan, and espeRiiLlly to pmiae God thnt lie wbb led in the time of 
hin worldly prosperity to endoir hy a doaatdon of fifteen thousand 
dollars, the profesHorHhip of Christian tlieology, by thin act giving 
life to the institution in its feeble infancy, encouraging other en- 
dowments, and seouring for its first theological teacher, that wise, 
devont and liiithfiil man of Qod. Rev. Jamoa Hichnrds, D. D. 

SeiolDed, That this act of Mr. Tappiin furnishes a most icstmc- 
tive example of the wisdom of seasonable bene&cence by Christiaii 
men, instead of postponing Uieir charities till the time nf their 
death, when the fluctuations of business may have stripped them 
of their means of doing goad. 

Resolved, That vie record with devout gratitude the fact that 
Mr. Tnppan was permitted, during the long period of more than 
forty years, to witneaB the fntita of his judicious oharity in n suo- 
cesaion of able and faithful teachers in the chair of Ohristian the- 
ology in this aejninary, and in the education of so many hundreds 
of miniatais of the gospel who have gone to all parts of our owa 
and to heathen lands. 



BEITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLATEET SOCIETY. 

We extract the following from the Iiondon Anii-Slavcry Meporler 
of September, 1805 : 

TUe Auericiin papers uuaonncB the death in hin eightieth year ofMr. 
Arthur Taji pan 1 brother of Lo wis Tnppan) wideLykaown forhiabenevo- 
lencG aad for the generoos zeal witb which be alivaya ndvacaled and 
BUfipurtcd any measures for the benefit of hia fellow-mou. 

lie was one of tlie early abolltloliista, and cheerfully took a large 
share of the obloquy and persecution which were visited upon that de- 
spised class In its darhaHt days. WTien Garrisoa was iraprlaoned in Bal- 
timoro for an article in his paper upon the domestio slave trade, Mr. 
Tappau paid tbe fino aud redeemed hiia front jail, and his name from that 
time forward was as noCorioua and almost as much hat«d at the Bouth as 
Garrison's own. 

Ltka most of the olas^ to wbtch he was known to belong, his whole 
IlfB gave the lie to the assertion thai the abolilionistB were " men of one 
idea," for fhere was no charitable worlt or pionsporpoae to which he did 
not [;jve the benefit of his oreat execntive ability, and the support of hia 
hcurty and untlriag deTotion. Nor did old age cool his ardur,to the end 
of his days, his Interest in good works never flagged, and for him cer- 
tainly awaits the award, ■■ Well done, good and faithM servant." 
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LETTER FltOM WM. LLOYD GARRISON. 

Boston, Mari'h 3, 1870. 

DB.tB Sib : I uui more than grati&ad to lemn that yoa have 
prepared a Rktituh of the life of yoar lameuted brother Arthar, for 
pahlicatioit in a, vuluiue. He well deserves all thut yoa or any 
others may sOiy in hia praise^ With a soand nuderatanding, a 
great ooaseiencB to the dictated of whiuh ho woh inflexibly trae, a 
genuine humility that did not wish the left baud to know what Urn 
right hand performed, n moral course that could look any re- 
proach or peril serenely in the face in the discharge of wlmt seem- 
ed to be an imperatiae duty, a sense of rectitnde commensnmta 
with the gulden rale, a spirit of philanthropy as comprehensive 
andnniveisal as the "one blood" of all naliODS of man, a liberal- 
ity rarely paralleled in the consecration of hia meana to deliver the 
oppressed and to relieve safTeriog hamanity in all its moltifarionB 
aspects, and a piety thnt proved its depth and gennioeness by tha 
frmts it bore, hia example is to me to be held up for imitation to 
the latest posterity. 

The applications for his charitnble assistance were legion ; bal, 
notwilhatanding his imniDnEo business, be gave no scope to an 
impulfiivo henevolenue, hut endeavored to examine each case upon 
its merits, and dispose of it upon principle. While aJways oonr- 
teona, wna there ever one who was less "a respecter of paraona" 
than himself! No rabbi could command hia attention more (ham 
the beggar in rags. But it is not for me to recite (o jon either hiu 
excellent traits or noble deeds. These yon will record without 
flattery or ostentation, but solely in justice to hia memory, and as 
incentives to well-doing on the part of sneh as may thas bo made 
acquainted with his remarkable caTeer. . . • The biography of yom 
brother will he very tjmelj. 

Tours, to sing the song of jabilee, 

WM. LLOYD GAHHISON. 

Lewis TiPi'*N. 



DEATH OF ABTHOK TAPPAN. 
Thi following tribute, by Rev. Joshua Leavitt, D. D., was pub- 
lished in the New York Ijid^endml : 

"The venerable Christian pluIantJu-opist, whose name hag 
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been, at ona time, b word of powitr tn all who loTB Cliri>it'n cnimn, 
and. at another, the Boug of tho no^o-halura Ibrougbout the ocmu> 
a the representative of juatiue yinil meruy to tliu opproNHod, 
haa been gathered to hia fathers ia pcnoa axiA hiiimr nt tho rlp« 
age of fourscore. Mr. Tnppan died at Now Ilnvnn, im Koudny, 
July 23, and waa baried on Tueadsy, in Ibo oometery of tliiit placs. 
EesBrring tor another oecaaion the fullat account wlilnh Wfi hop» 
to giTB of his life, and the BBrvicea ho reniloroU to hin gonnrntfon 
le of ChriBt in the world, vro now only mpTem tli» 
first emotions that arisa at the event when wo any that thin world 
has psiTted with one of the truest ChriRtiann it ever knew. Hiti. 
oerity as pure lui crystal, and integrity aa true an the banma of tfaa 
morning, were the leading trmts of hia elwracter, What he anid. 
a believed ; and what he saw to be right, ho did. TllOM who 
iffeced friim him most widaiy, and those who wete most dihploftn. 
ed by bis action, felt and GoufeHBed that ho vae oonsclentlotn in 
his opinions, and honeRt in his conduct, to a degree nevor hiit> 
passed. He had no chissification of principles or dntdes, by theii 
ir relations. His piety was for every day, and hia religiun 
controlled his bargains as it did his devotions. A ChriRtian In- 
deed, he was a Christian everywhere, and in uU hia rolationB. Rt 
■woald no mote wrong hia closet in devotion than ho would cheat 
a oufltomer in trado. So holieved the evangelical ayatom of doc- 
trine as honestly as the decalogue, and practised the dntlea of tlio 
lod table as diligently as the firat. He wus a good man In 
Ltever circnmHtancea you tried him, and tVom whatever point 
fiew your observed him. His obaiacter honored alike his pro- 
ion OS a Christian, his calling as a merchant, hia position aa a 
member ot Bociety. He wbs tbonght to be severe in judgment, bat 
3 only becaasa hu judged othera as he did himself, and he 
could not modify the decision, beeause he know the law could not 
bend. He could not -compromise in duty, because Le oould not 
alter the truth, which be believed because it was true. Hia whole 
la eniiuently uniform and ccnaistcnt, because it waa wholly 
and always governed by one principle— the law of God. The life 
of such a man ia a profitable atndy for all survivors, and its his- 
tory needs lo be written by oue who is in full sympathy with tho 
principles which governed him, and the objecti for which bs lived. 
His life consisted in what he beUevcd aud what he did — not in loud 
sentunentB or florid imaginations. It had no lack of the essentiids 
of Giitb and action, and ho never sought for it the adornments of 
fancy or Qie excitements of overwrought emotion. Undonbtinft 
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belief nDhesitatiiig imbiuiBsioii, unreiuittiug obedienoe, mnde up 
ft religion which he was resolved to live by. and which he was not 
afraid to die b^. The life of which it uould l>e B^iil iu youth that 
he never told a he is completed and rounded out with & condst- 
eucf aa perfect as the circle of the sky. 

" There is, probably, no man living whose influence upon the 
destinies of the country is equal to his. Our great system of be- 
nevoleut institutions owes its expansion and power, in n great 
degree, to his influence. His example inspired the meruhsnta of 
New York with the principle of enlarged benevolence, leading 
thbm to give their hundreds, and thonsauda, and tens of thaQsauda 
where before they were accustomed to tliiiili it a. great niatter if 
they gave their tens or fifties. His wise i^onnGels und energetic 
determination, and munificent donation of five or sis thoasand 
dollars in 1S25, decided IJie formation and destiny of the Ameriaan 
Tract Society, und gave it the strong and steady career on wbioh 
it has adviuiced for ho many years. His thoughtful mind planned 
the great euterpriBe of (he American Bible Society, of giving a 
Bilile to every family in the United States, and his pledge of ten 
thousand dollars rendered it impossible lint that the work should 
be undertaken — And done. Many others might be named of the 
great sooiid movements of the last forty years, which owed their 
being or their power to his oompreheneivcness of visitin, sagacity 
of forethought, or largeness of liberahty. Hardly any one can be 
named which did not become what it was through his agency and 
influence. It was a large heart, gifted with most extensive fore- 
sight, gniding a singularly effective will. 

"In the shivery agitation, its beginning, its eitent, its power, 
its results, it may be said, without a question, that Arthur Tappan 
was the pivotal centre of the whole movement. He supported tho 
Colonization Society for some years, because he believed it would 
aid in the overthrow of slavery, and only abandoned it when lie 
bee una fully convinced that it was formed and was maui^ed main.' 
ly in the interest of slavery, and for the purpose of strengthening 
the system by removing its chief dangers. His decision and gens- 
roaity released Mr. Qarriaon from his imprisonment at Baltimore, 
and phiced him in a position to commence the publication of the 
Liber(tiar. The formation of the Anti-Slavery Society is New 
York, to be guided by those principles of religion aod pntrintism 
to which his own soul held glad allegiance, hinged npon him, botli 
for its conception andeiecntion. Foe years hie contributions to ita 
treasury were ita main reliance, amounting for sucoesaive years to 
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latleaatone-fonrtliof its jearly income, Hia geoerotiB respciDBe at 

I Uiat very jimutiue saved the Libfralor from pending imd iustoiit 

I sappresaion. And, iu addition, he gave money and atirred iip 

n to eHort, riglit and left, to an extent which no earthly regis- 

I try hoa recorded. In the darkest hoors of mobs, and obloquy, 

I and tbreateDad aasasaiuatian, he never quailed nor changed his 

)r doubted aa to duties or results, but pressed right on, 

with steady step. Coward the end which he was anre must come. 

n years he was the hinge on which a great nation turned 

to its uew destiny. And he never let go, nor relaxed hia energy, 

until be had seen the conntry so thoroughly oronaed and ao fax 

permeated in all its lauka with the anti-slavery apirit as to maliQ 

the final issue no longer donbtful, except aa a question of time. 

n gracionsly permitted to remain among ns until the 

great abomination has received its deathjilow, and then departed 

tn peace, to enter into the joy of hia Lord. Well done, good and 

fcithfal aervant ! Thon host been faithful above many, be thou 

mler over higher interests in a world yet more eitUted ! 



14. 

EXTRACTS PROM A SERMON PREACHED IN THE FIUST 
CHURCH IN NEW H,\.VEN, JULY 3a, 1805. BY REV. 
1.E0NAED BACON, D. D. 
"With long lire will I satiafy him, and show him m; salvation."— 
^alm Hi : le. 

A WEEK ago this morning, a venerable member of this chnrah, 
who hod Been almost fourscore yeara, closed hia eyca in death. 

was oua to whom (he promiae, "With long life will 1 satisfy 

L, iind show him my salvation," bod been litendly fulfilled. 

ire was much iu bis ctmractcr and hiatory which it may be 
profitable for us to remember. 

Arthur Tappan was bom at Northampton, Mass., in 178G. . . . 
When he was fourteen yeara old he was sent fcom home lo leara 
that which was to be his business for life. .... At twenty-one 
yeara of age, be commenced business on his own aocount, with a 
partner, at Portland, Maine ; but, not long afterward, they remov- 

to Montreal The' commencement of the war between 

Great Britain and the United States, in 1812, made it necessary 
for them either to become British subjects or ia close their busi- 

a at a aacriSee, and retnm to their own country. His partner 
being like-minded with himaeU on tMb quealion, they did not 
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hesitate. Thnngh his judgment and sympiitLies e 
hia persona! interests, were adverHe to the wb' 
coQntry, und would not be aeparated from it. 

At tlie end of the war, in 1815, he removed to the eity of New 
Yark, and commenced busineaa there, aa an importing merchant. 
The gnios of the first year were more than balanced by tlie losses 
of the second and third, and a change in liia arrangements became 
neceHBory, Witli a reduced capital, bat with an imimpairad ci 
mercial charactec. he commenced, in the year ISIT, the bnsinesa 
in wliich he was, lor about twenty years, eminently snooeaaftd. 
Traders tiom oil parts of the Uuion became his customers ; his 
gains were steady and sure ; he was rapidly occomnlatiDg a great' 
fartnne, and at tbe same time dispensing with exeniplKry liber- 
ality, when the commercial-revulsion of 181)7 produced, suddenly, 
an almost univelEal snspension of payments, and spread bank' 
ruptcy tbrougb all parts of the conntry. . . . Unable to obtain wbnt' 
was dne to him from Ms cnstomera, he waa compelled to throw him- 
Belf on the forbearance of his creditors ; and, though the debts 
of the houEO were more than S1,1UO,000, he succeeded in making 

full payment within the time conceded to him At the ago 

of Gfty-six, with nothing hnt his esperience in bnsiiiess and his 
integrity, ha began anew to earn a support for himself and his 
fkmily. A few years of diligence and carefulness were sufficient 
to obtain by the iavor of God's protideiice, a limited yet comfort- 
bWb provision for his old age. Having lived here and worshipped 
in this congi'egation in his most Drosperons days, from 182S b 
1835, he retnmed to this city abont eight years ago, and became 
B member of this church 

Such is the outline of his life, with its leading dates, ila labors 
end Ticissitndes, its sncceBses and disappointments, its domestia 
)oya and sorrows. In all tbis thers is little that is extraordinary ; 
and if this were all that ought to be said abont what Arthur Tap- 
pan has been and what he has done, and what he has seen and 
experienced, 1 might not have felt mj'self called to speak of Min 
by name, or to describe his character. But, enoloaed within this 
latUne of his Ufe, there is a slory of eelf-coneecration to the ser- 
vice of Qod, of earnest endeavor in thf cause of truth and justice, 
of pertinacious sympathy with the poor and the wronged, of mn- 
niflcenee, of conflict, of martyrdom, and of victory, which ought 
to be diatinctly told, not for his sake bnt for oim 

. .,. When he began to be proaperona in bnainesa, be began to 
show a liberality in giving, whinh woa singular at that time, and 
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tbereTote memomble, and which is rarelf Equalled among CbriH- 
tian merchants even now. .... In the ;eur lSi5, he wus foremost 
among the foonders of the American Tract Suuiet;, at New York. 
.... In I82T, a series of articled from the pen of Prufeasor Horse 
directed public attention to the need of a dailj commerciiU newB- 
Q Setr York, which ahonld not be defiled with theatrical 
advertisements, aad laudatory dissertatioDB apon half-naked 
; imd SDuh a newspaper was eutablished at his expense. 
A year or tvo latfir, he gave a new impulse to the work of the Amer- 
[oau Bible Society, by proposing in its board of managers that it 
should undertake to supply every family in the United Slutes, 
. within a limited time, with a oopj of the Scriptarex, and offering 
tlO,(KK) as his contribation to tba enterprise. lie was, all this 
while, a tree and constajit giver to fuieign and home mtasions, and 
to the American Education Society, then iu the full -tide of its 
greatest usefnlnesEt. And when it appeared that the jonug men, 
aided by that Society, were hindered from coming to Yale College, 
because there was at that time no fnnd, us at other colleges, for 
the payment of their tuition-billa, lie assumed iu ISIS, therespoD- 
aihility of paying for the tuition of all beneficiarica here till the 
nomber Bhoald be more than a handred. Who can tell how much 
has been done for Christ by those whom he tbns enooaraged and 
helped OQ thrir way to the ministry of the goapel J 

His New England principles and traditions ; the nurtore of his 
childhood when the revolutionary enthosiaRm for lilierty had not 
yet subsided ; the keen sense of justice which piedomiuuted in 
Ida moral nature ; his ready sympathy with the wroi^ed and sof- 
fering ; his religions belief tbnt God hnth made of one blood all 
nations of meu, and the lesson which Cbriat had taught him in 
the story of the gaod Samaritan, caused liim, from the beginning 
of his Christian conrMe, to tflke a lively interest in eftorla for the 
relief and einancipation of the African race, and especially for 
removing from om country the curse and shame of slavery. 
In common witli other Christian and philanthropic men. ha 
had favored the enterprise of the American OolouizntioQ Society. 
.... But in I83D, a young man who has since become famons, 
and who was then connected with a most unoompromising antl- 
alavery journal that hod long been published without interference, 
in the raoh-goverued city of Bnltiraora, was thrown into prison 
them, by the sentence of a court, in default at the payment of a 
fine imp'ised upon him for au alleged libel on the good name of a 
slave-trader. Mr. Tappim . . . promptly paid the flue, and set 
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him ot lilierty, getting the atiirt of Heniy Clay, who was taking 

measnrca to do the same thing TheD. begau ihe rage of the 

Boathempeopleitgaiust Northern freedom of opinion, and of utter- 
Mice, concerDing slttvery ; and. mnnra dnstardly attempt was mude 
by Northern men to propitiate Southern tnry by the Bacfifica of 
eacrcd rights. 

A meeting was called in the city of New Tori, in the niltnmn. 
of 1833, to form a city onti-alavery sooiaty, which should set on. 
pablio opinion for the abolition of slavery— a sooiety to aiiat 
operate by the same right by which siimlar societies had operated 
under the guidimce of patriots like Jay and Frauklin, in the days 
of Washington and Jefferson. At the demand and instigation of 
Soothero men then preaant in the city, a mob wna raised to defeat 
the pnrpoHS of the meeting. A few parHons, however, asaemblad 
st a different place, and the proposed organization was eS^I 
Thns wiLB inangurated the era of shameless servility to the a 
ganoe of the etaveholding and slavetrailing interest — the en 
mobs for the suppression of all printing or speech against slaTSty. 
Before the close of that year, an American anti- slavery society had 
come into being and begnu its work, defying the violence of moba, 
trampling on every popuinr prejudice that was supposed to tarot 
slavery, thriving on persecution. 

From that time onward, Arthur Tappan was identiSed with 

the agitation against slavery Of course his name in every 

part of the country, was associated with all terms of opprobrium. 
.... Tet nothing could move him teoTa his course, for he was 
sustained by Us own conscience, stimulated by bis hatred of illJQ»- 
ttce and his pity for the weak and wronged, and strengthened by 
bis confidence in God. The memorable anti-abolition riola in 
city of New York, more than thirty years ago, raged with speoiol 
fiiry against him, but no violence could move him from the cc 
which he had deliberately tnken in the feoi of (rod. One night, 
the mob was in great foree before his warehouse in Pearl-streE 
threatening to plunder and destroy it. .... A gentleman, who w 
at that time a clerk in the establishment, and who was one of (be 
few who stood within the door with loaded mosketa in their hands, 
waiting for it to be forced open, while the mob was thundering 
without— described to me, many years afterward, Mr. Tnppan'a 
ohnracteristic quietness and firmness in that terrible excitement, 
and bow calmly and thoughtfully he directed the defenders how 
to fi.ru at the right moment, so as lo repel the assailants most 
efi'ectaally, and yet to spare theii lives. Fottonately a mmor 
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went tliTongh Oie crowd, that a box or two of muskets liad beeu 
carried into the building that daj. Oiia by one tlie rioters begun 
to care for their safatj in what might be a dangenma undeitolcing ; 
imd the mob was gradnnJly disperaed. 

tn all the intensity of bis zeiU ogninBt Blavery, be never lost bis 
ChriBtian sympathies. Though brought into coSpomtion wil>h 
men whose Tiewa of Christ, of the ohnrch, and of the Bible, were 
widely different from bis own, ha was never carried into the dnn- 

garona cnrront of their tliiiiHu|[ 

Tear by year it became more manifest that the ebnrehes of the 
North, and their minlBtry, whether right or wrong in their judg- 
ment concerning particular mcafliires and expedients, were not 
apostate from (Christ ; and th]it the people of the North, howersr 
they might have been misled, and whatever sacrifices tbey had 
been willing to moke ibr the Union, were not faUe to liberty. All 
thin our venerable friend observed with growing thaukfulnaBS, till 
at last, when the slavcholding power in its madness had made war 
on the Union, be saw "tie npriaiag of a great people" for union 
and liberty thenceforth inseparFible. 

I need not say in what steadfastness a( love to bis country, of 
confidence in God, and in the ultimata victory of righteonsneas, 
he has waited through these years of bloody oonfliat. Keenly 
sensitive to the sorrows and the horrors of the war, he has never- 
theless seen the presence of God in it, and his faith 'has constantly 
foreseen the end, and the couscqncnt openinga for the progress of 
Christ's peaceful and spiritual kingdom. It was a joy to him that 
be saw in this house, last autumn, the aimual assembly of the 
American Missionary Association, which had been instituted al- 
piost twenty years ago to receive the contributions of those who 
thought that older missionary societies were deficient in zeal 
'Bgainst slavery, and which had found at last its predestined work 
'in the millions of freedmen, and had been commended to that 
work by the common consent of the churches. And when the 
■WBi was ended in the restoration of the uatSonal government to its 
'Sapremacy, in the vindication of constitutional liberty, and in the 
iSnre and complete eitinction of slavery, his joy was full. God 
'had given him that for which be hFid prayed and longed, for which 
'he had labored, for which he had endured so much of obloqny 
and hatred, and encountered so much of personal dimger. Well 
i-Diight ho say, "Now lettest thou Ihy servant depart in peaoa, for 
ttnine eyes have seen thy salvation." 

The lost time that he waa present here was at our Tuesday 
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evening meeting, neatlj thTse weeks ago. Oar theme that e- 
ing WQS, "Here -we have no continuing city, bnt we seek □ 
come." He lovod Buch tbemes of mediljvtioD, and he toL 
ilaugbters how much he had enjoyed that opportunity. Three 
dnys uflerwnrd, <Fridoy evening,) he lay down with his last ill- , 
CCBB upon hiro. In the interviila of oonscioiisueBB or of partinl 
conHciousness which came to him he was heard faintly repeating < 
Home stunzas of a favoriti) Itymn which was the dearer to him be- 
caase he learned it in his childhood &om hia mother's lips : 



BH, O mj God, 



" When a1 
Myris 

Transported with the view, I'n 
In WDuder, love, and praise. 



lost 



"When in the slippery 

With hDcdless stcp^ 

Thine arm, nnEeeo, ci 






u I'll pi 



intha of youth 

Iran, 

.vayed me bbTb, 

of my life 
worlds, 



The glarlooa Qieino re 
" Hhrongli all eternity to thee 
A joyful Bong I '11 raise ; 
' Poc oh, eternity 'a too short 
To utter all thy praise I " 
With sach thonghts, peaceftil and thankful he pftsaed a'Vnj'.n 
Ood luul satiafied Mm, and shown ^™ his Balvstjon. 
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